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CHAPTER    I. 

The   Piu.vtes   axd   Bl-caxfers. 

Who  was  the  First  Pirate  i  The  Society  of  HuoanieH 
lloiiio  of  tlie  Freebooters- Uise  of  the  Hand— 
Iiiipcciiiiioiis  iSpanisli  Uoveriior.s  and  tlieir  Itof^nery 
— (ireat  (•ai>ture  of  !?panisli  Treasure -An  rnjust 
Seiziire,  l)Ut  no  Redress  Ks(iiieinelinK's  Narrative— 
VoyaKe  from  Havre  •'Daptism"  of  the  Frencli 
JIariners  Otiier  t'erenionies -At  Tortn^a  Deiiipied 
and  re-occupied  by  Frencli  and  spanisli-Tlie  French 
West  India  Company  l-;s(|nemcHfi^'  twice  sold  as  a 
SUive— He  joins  the  Society  of  I'iratcs— Wild  Hoars 
and  Sava^'e  .Mastitis— Mow  the  Wild  ])oj,'s  came  to 
the  Islands  Cruelly  of  the  I'lanti^rs  A  Terrible  Case 
of  Uelribution -The  Murderer  of  a  Hundred  Slaves— 
The  First  TorlUKan  I'inile  -Pierre  1,-  (irand~A  Des- 
perate Attack  Kich  Prize  taken  Hapid  S|)read  of 
Piracy-How  the  Rovers  armed  their  Ships -Itc^cu- 
lations  of  their  Voyages -"  No  Prey,  no  I'ay"  The 
richly-laden  Vessels  of  New  S|)ain  The  Pearl  Fisheries 
An  Knterprising  Pirate -Success  und  Failure- His 
Fiiuil  Surrender. 

1^1  [10  was  tlie  first  pinite  is  a  question 
easier  to  ask  than  to  tinswer.  We 
ni'iy  he  sure,  liowcver,  that  iint  lonjj  after 
iiavii>'ation  had  heconie  a  reeog'iiised  art 
the  opportunities  for  rohl)ery  on  the  sea 
produced    a   hreetl  oE    "  water-rats,"  who 
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iiifL'stcd  tlie  ocean,  n  11(1  wore  the  icrmr  of  tlir  honest  sliipowner.  That  "hardy  Norseman," 
of  wlidMi  we  sini"'  so  pleasantly,  was  in  very  trutli  nothing'  better;  while  some  of  the  yroat 
names  anmnL;'  the  mariners  of  the  middle  ajycs  are,  practically,  those  of  pirates,  whoso  occu- 
pation  bore   the  stamp  of  semi-lej;ality  I'mm  royal  sanction,  directly  <>'iven  or  iini)lied. 

JJiit  the  society  of  i)irates,  of  which  the  following'  chapters  will  furnish  some  account, 
\v;is,  Kill  iitni'i-h,  the  greatest  on  record,  and  was  formidable  even  to  the  great  Powers  of 
Euro|)o.  "  It  preserved  itself  distinct  from  all  the  more  regular  and  civilised  classes  of 
inaidvind,  in  defiance  of  the  laws  and  constitutions  by  which  other  nations  and  societies  were 
g'overned.  In  their  history  we  jind  a  perpetual  mixture  of  justice  and  cruelty,  fair 
retaliation  and  brutal  revenge,  of  rebellion  and  subordination,  of  wise  laws  and  desj)orate 
passions,  such  as  no  other  confederacy  ever  exhibited,  and  which  kejjt  them  together  as  a 
body,  until  the  loss  of  their  bravest  and  best  leaders,  who  could  not  be  replaced,  obliged 
them  to  return  to  the  m.,i'e  peaceable  arts  of  life,  and  again  to  mix  with  nations  governed 
b\'  law  and  discipline."*  The  origin  of  the  term  hiicdiirrr,  or  /jncitiiicr,  is  not  to  be 
very  easily  traced  ;  it  has  an  allusion  to  those  who  dried  the  llesh  of  wild  cattle  and  tish 
after  the  manner  of  the  Indians,  and  was  first  apjilied  to  the  French  settlers  of  St.  Domingo, 
who  had  at  first  no  other  employment  than  that  of  hunting'  bulls  or  wild  boars,  in  order 
to  sell  their  hides  or  tlesh.  Many  of  them  sub.sequently  became  pirates,  and  the  term  was 
Jit  length  iiermanently  applied  to  these  rovers  of  the  sea. 

Tlie  West  Indies,  for  gord  reason,  were  long  the  especial  home  of  the  freebooters.  They 
abounded — as  indeed  they  otill  abound — in  little  uninhabited  islands  and  *'keys,"  i.i'.,  low, 
sandy  islands,  appearing  a  little  distance  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  with  only  a  few  bushes 
or  grass  upon  them.  These  islands  have  any  quantity  of  harbours,  convenient  for  cleansing 
and  provisioning  vessels.  Water  and  sea  fowl,  turtle  and  turtle  eggs,  shell  and  other  fish, 
were  abundant.  The  pirates  would,  provided  they  had  j)lonty  of  strong  liquor,  want  for 
nothing  as  regards  indulgence;  and  in  these  secluded  no(  ks  they  often  held  high  revel, 
whilst  many  of  them  became  the  hiding-places  for  their  ill-gotten  treasures.  From  them 
they  could  dart  out  on  the  richly-laden  ships  of  Spain,  France,  or  England  ;  while  men-of- 
war  found  it  dilficult  to  pursue  them  among  the  archipelago  of  islands,  sand-banks,  and 
shallows. 

The  rise  of  these  rovers,  or  at  least  the  great  increase  of  them  in  the  West  Indies,  was 
vary  much  due  to  the  impecunious  Spanish  governors — hungry  courtiers,  who  would  stick  at 
no  peculation  or  dishonesty  that  could  enrich  them.  They  granted  commissions — practically 
letters  of  mar([ue — to  great  numbers  of  vessels  of  war,  on  pretence  of  preventing  interlopers 
from  interfering  with  their  tri.de,  with  orders  to  seize  all  ships  and  vessels  whatsoever  within 
live  leagues  of  their  coasts.  If  the  Spanish  captains  exceeded  their  privileges,  the  victims 
had  an  opportunity  of  redress  in  the  Spanish  courts,  Init  generally  found,  to  their  sorrow, 
that  delays  and  costs  swallowed  up  anything  they  might  recover.  The  frequent  losses 
sustained  by  iMiglish  merchants  during  the  latter  half  of  the  seventeenth  century  led  to 
serious  reprisals  in  after  years;   a  prominent  example  occurred  in  171(1. 


'-'1 


*  "Tlio  llistovv  of    the   Biif-nniors  of    Amrrii.i.'"      This    onof  reh'hratcd  work   oontains   a  number   of  tho 
mo>t   ruliiihli'  lii^torios  of  tlio  pirates  and   fieehootcis  of  tho  seventcentli  century. 
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About  two  years  previously,,  tlic  Spanish  galli-ons,  or  plate  fleet,  had  been  oast  away 
in  the  Gulf  of  Florida,  and  several  vessels  from  the  Ilavannah  (('uba)  bad  becu  at  work 
with  divinj^  ai)i)aratus  to  iish  up  (he  lost  treasure.  The  Spaniards  bad  reeovered  some 
millions  of  dollars,  and  bad  carried  tbem  to  the  Ibivaunab  ;  but  they  bad  some  .'}50,(l()()  pieces 
on  the  spot,  and  were  daily  takiny  out  more.  In  the  meantime,  two  ships  and  three  sloops, 
fitted  out  from  Jamaica,  Barbadoes,  &e.,  under  Captain  Henry  Jennin^-s,  sailed  to  the  gulf, 
and  found  tiie  Sjjaniards  tbeu  upon  the  wreck,  the  silver  before  mentioned  being-  deposited 
on  shore  in  a  storehouse,  under  a  guard.  The  rovers  surprised  the  place,  landing  uOtt  men, 
and  seized  the  treasure,  which  they  carried  off  to  Jamaica.  On  their  way  they  tell  in 
with  a  richly-laden  Spanish  ship,  bound  for  the  Ilavannah,  having  on  board  bales  of 
cochineal,  casks  of  indigo,  ()(>,0U0  pieces  of  silver,  and  other  valuable  cargo,  "  which,"  says 
the  chronicler,  "  their  hand  being  in,  they  took,"  and  having  rilled  the  vessel,  let  her  go. 
They  wont  away  to  Jamaica  with  their  booty,  and  were  followed  in  view  of  the  jiort  by 
the  Spaniards,  who,  having  seen  them  thither,  went  back  to  the  Governor  of  the  Ilavannah 
with  their  comj^laints.  He  immediately  sent  a  vessel  to  the  Governor  of  Jamaica,  making 
representations  as  regards  this  robbery,  and  claiming  the  goods.  As  it  was  in  a  time  of 
peace,  and  contrary  to  all  justice  and  right  that  this  piracy  had  been  committed,  the 
Governor  of  Jamaica  could  do  nothing  else  but  order  their  punishment.  They,  however, 
escaped  to  sea  again,  but  not  until  they  had  disposed  of  their  cargo  to  good  ailvantage ; 
and  being  thus  made  desperate,  they  turned  pirates,  robbing  not  the  Spaniards  only,  but  tin- 
vessels  of  any  nation  they  met.  They  were  joined  by  other  desperadoes,  notably  by  a  gang 
of  logwood  cutters  from  the  Bays  of  Cnmpechy  and  Honduras.  The  Spaniards  had  attacked 
them  and  carried  (jff  the  logwood,  but  had  humanely  given  them  three  sloops  to  carrv 
them  homo.  But  the  men  thouglit  they  could  do  better  in  piracy,  and  joined  the  before- 
mentioned  rovers. 

And  now  to  one  of  the  historians,  Joseph  I-lsquemeling,  whose  record  is  incorporatfcl 
in  the  work  on  which  these  pages  are  founded,  and  who  was  afterwards  in  comixmy  with 
such  noted  i)irates  as  Lolonois,  Pierre  le  Grand,  Roche  Brasiliano,  and  others.     lie  says  : — 

"  Not  to  detain  the  reader  any  longer  with  these  particulars,  I  shall  proceed  to 
give  an  account  of  our  voyage  from  Havre  de  Grace  in  France,  from  whence  we  set  sail, 
in  a  ship  called  Sf.  Jo////,  May  the  2nd,  lOGG.  Our  vessel  was  equipped  with  twenty-eight 
gnus,  twenty  marines,  and  two  hundred  and  twenty  passengers,  including  those  whom 
the  Company  sent  as  free  passengers.  Soon  after  we  came  to  an  anchor  under  the  Cape 
of  Barfleur,  there  to  join  seven  other  ships  of  the  same  West  India  Company  which 
were  to  come  from  Dieppe,  under  convoy  of  a  man-of-war,  mounted  with  thirty-seven 
guns  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  men.  Of  these  ships  two  were  bound  for  Senegal, 
five  for  the  Caribbee  Islands,  and  ours  for  Tortuga.  Here  gathered  to  us  about  twenty 
sail  of  other  shi2)s,  bound  for  Newfoundland,  with  some  Dutch  vessels  going  for  Nantz, 
Roehelle,  and  St.  ^Martin's,  so  that  in  all  we  made  thirty  sail.  Here  we  put  ourselves 
in  a  posture  of  defence,  having  notice  that  four  English  frigates,  of  sixty  guns  each, 
waited  for  us  near  Aldjrney.  Our  admiral,  the  Chevalier  Sourdis,  having  given  necessary 
orders,  we  sailed  thence  with  a  favourable  gale,  and  some  mists  arising,  totally  im[)eded  the 
English  frigates  from  discovering  our  fleet.     AVe  steered  our  course  as  near  as  we  could  to  the 
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coast  i>f  Franco,  for  fear  of  the  enomy.  As  \vc  sailed  nlonry,  we  met  .>  vessel  of  Of-teiul, 
who  coinijlainetl  to  our  admiral  lliat  a  French  priviitecr  had  rohhed  liiin  that  very  niorniii'j;', 
whereupon  we  endeavoured  to  pursue  the  said  i)iratej  but  our  labour  was  in  vain,  not  Doinj^ 
able  to  overtake  him. 

"  Our  Hect,  as  wo  sailed,  caused  no  small  fears  and  alarms  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  coasts  of 
France,  these  jud<finfj:  us  to  be  Fng'lish,  and  tliat  we  souyht  some  convenient  place  for  landing-. 
To  allay  their  frii>'iit  we  hun<>'  out  our  colours,  but  they  would  not  trust  us.  After  this 
wo  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  Bay  of  Conquet,  in  Hrittany,  near  Usiumt,  there  to 
take  in  water.  Ilaviny  stored  ourselves  with  fresh  provisions  hero,  we  prosecuted  our 
voyage,  designing  to  pass  by  the  Pas  of  Fontenan,  and  not  expose  ourselves  to  the  Sorlingues, 
fearing   the   J'^nglish    tliift  were   cruising  thereabouts.     The    river  Fas    is  of  a   current  very 
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strong-  and  rapid,  which,  rolling-  over  many  rocks,  disgorges  itself  into  the  sea  on  the  coast 
of  France,  in  -IS  dog-.  10  min.  latitude,  so  that  this  passage  is  very  dangerous,  all  the 
rocks  as  yet  not  being  thoroughly  known." 

Esquomeling  mentions  the  ceremony  which,  at  this  passage  and  some  other  places, 
was  used  by  mariners,  and  by  them  called  "  baptism."  The  master's  mate  clothed 
himself  with  a  ridiculous  sort  of  garment  which  reached  to  his  feet,  and  put  on  his  head 
a  comically  constructed  cap,  made  very  burlesque;  in  his  right  hand  he  had  a  naked 
wooden  sword,  and  in  his  left  a  pot  full  of  ink.  His  face  was  horribly  blacked  with  soot, 
and  his  neck  adorned  with  a  collar  of  many  little  pieces  of  wood.  Thus  apparelled 
he  ordered  every  one  to  be  called  who  had  never  passed  through  that  dangerous  place 
before,  and  then,  causing  them  to  kneel  dnwn,  ho  made  the  sign  of  the  cross  on  their  i'orohead 
with  ink,  and  gave  every  one  a  stroke  on  the  shoulder  with  his  wooden  sword.  Meanwhile,  the 
Btanders-by  threw  a  bucket  of  water  over  each  man's  head,  and  so  ended  the  ceremony. 
But  that  done,  each  of  the  baj'tised  was  obliged  to  give  a  bottle  of  brandy,  placing  it 
near  the  mainmast,  without  speaking  a  word.  If  the  vessel  had  never  passed  that  way 
before,  the  captain  was  compelled  to  distribute  some  wine  amongst  the  mariners  and  jias- 
sengors ;  other  gifts,  which  the  newly  baptised  frequently  offered,  were  divided  among  the 
old  seamen,  and  of  them  they  made  a  banquet  among  themselves. 
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"The  liollandors  likowise,  not  only  at  llii-  iiiissa.£>'0,  Init  also  at,  tlio  rocks  called 
nerliiifjiies,  iii^^li  the  coast  of  Portii<,''al,  in  -"VJ  cle<?.  JD  iiiiu.  (l.eiii^' a  ]>assa<4'e  very  dangerous, 
especially  by  nif,Hit,  when  in  tlie  dark  the  meks  are  not  distini^'uishulde,  the  land  boinj,^ 
very  hijj^h),  they  use  some  such  ceroniony  ;  but  lli^'ir  nianiun of  l)ai)tising  is  very  dilTerent 
to  that  of  the  French,  for  he  tiiat  is  to  be  baptised  is  lastcned  and  hoisted  up  thrice  at 
the  niainyard's  end,  as  if  he  were  a  criminal.  If  ho  be  hoisted  the  fourth  time,  in  the 
name  of  the  Prince  of  Oranj^v  or  of  the  captain  of  the  vessel,  his  honour  is  more  than  ordinary. 
Thus  every  one  is  dipi)cd  several  times  in  tlie  main  ocean,  but  he  that  is  dipped  lirst  has  the 
honour  of  being'  saluted  with  a  gun.  Such  as  are  not  willing  to  fall  must  pay  twelve  ponce  for 
ransom ;  if  he  be  an  ollicer,  two  shillings ;  and  if  a  passenger,  at  their  own  pleasure. 
If  tl"^  ship  never  passed  that  way  before,  the  captain  is  to  give  a  small  rinidlet 
of  wine,  which,  if  he  denies,  the  mariners  may  cut  off  the  stern  of  the  vessel.  All 
the  i)rolit  ;i'  ruing  by  this  ceremony  is  kept  by  the  master's  mate,  who,  after  reaching 
their  port,  isually  laid  it  out  in  wine,  which  was  drunk  amongst  the  ancient  seamen. 
Some  say  that  this  ceremony  was  instituted  by  the  l'hni)eror  Charles  V.,  though  it  is 
not  amongst  his  laws."  After  recording  some  similar  ceremonies,  we  ilnd  Esquemeling 
at  Tortuga,  their  desired  port,  where  they  landed  the  goods  belonging  to  the  West  India 
Company. 

Our  chronicler,  after  describing  the  abundant  fruits  and  fine  trees,  the  flocks  of  wild 
pigeons  and  abinidance  of  turtle — from  which  the  island  derives  its  name,  being  supposed 
to  resemble  one  in  the  general  outline  of  its  coasts — speaks  of  the  multitudes  of  large  crabs, 
both  of  land  and  sea.  "  These,"  naively  says  the  narrator,  "are  good  to  feed  servants  and 
slaves,  whose  palates  they  please,  l)ut  are  very  hurtful  to  the  siglit ;  besides,  being  eaten  too 
often  they  cause  great  giddiness  in  the  head,  with  much  weakness  of  the  brain,  so  that 
very  frequently  they  are  deprived  of  sight  for  a  quarter  of  an   hour." 

The  French,  having  settled  on  the  Isle  of  St.  Christo|'her,  planted  there  some  large 
trees,  of  which  they  built  long  boats,  and  in  which  they  proceeded  to  discover  n-^ighljouring 
islands.  They  first  reached  Hispaniola,  where  they  landed,  and  found  large  quantities  of 
cattle,  horses,  and  wild  boars,  but  did  not  stop  there,  as  there  was  already  a  considerable  colony 
of  Spaniards.  They  i)roceeded  to  the  neighbouring  island  of  Tortuga,  which  they  seized 
without  difficulty,  there  being  not  more  than  ten  or  twelve  Spaniards  in  possession.  The 
French  were  afterwards  ol)liged  to  abandon  it.  In  16(!1'  it  was  occupied  by  the  West  India 
Company  of  France,  who  sent  thither  ]\Ionsienr  Ogcron  as  governor.  The  company  expected 
considerable  trade,  and  even  went  so  far  as  to  give  a  large  amount  of  trust  both  to  the 
pirates  and  to  traders.  Tliis,  as  might  be  expected,  did  not  answer,  and  they  had  to  resort 
to  force  of  arms  in  order  to  collect  some  of  their  payments.  To  make  a  long  story  short, 
the  Company  eventually  recalled  their  factors,  and  sold  the  servants  as  slaves.  On  this 
occasion  Esquemeling  was  also  sold,  being  a  servant  of  the  said  Company,  and  received  very 
hard  usage  from  his  first  master,  the  lieutenant-general  of  the  island.  Fortunately  for 
himself,  he  fell  sick,  and  his  master,  fearing  to  lose  him  altogether,  sold  him  cheaply  to  a 
surgeon,  who  treated  him  humanely,  and  he  soon  recovered  his  health.  After  having  served 
him  one  year,  he  was  offered  his  liberty  on  a  promise  to  pay  a  ransom  when  he  was  in  a 
position  to  do  so.     "  Being,"  says  the  chronicler^  "  now  at  libertv,  though  like  Adam  when 
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he  was  just  creiitcd — that  is,  iiiikcd  iiiul  ilcstitiite  of  nil  Iiimiiiii  nocossarlos — not  knowiiify 
ii()\v  to  ^'ot  my  living,  1  tletci'iiiiiifd  to  eiitiT  into  the  order  of  piriitos  or  rohbers  at  sea. 
Into  this  socii'ty  I  was  nroiwd  with  coninioii  consent,  botli  of  the  siiperior  and  vnlj^ar  sort, 
when'  I  continued  till  il!7:2.  Having'  assisted  tiiem  in  all  their  (le>i<;'ns  and  attempts,  and 
served   them   in   many  notable  exploits,  1    retnrneil   to  my  own  native  eonntry." 


After  some  very  o-raphic  descriptions  of  the  aliii^'ators  and  otli 


anini 


ids,  he  <4'ives  some 


interesting'  particulars  respecting'  the  numerous  wild  nnistilTs  and  boars  of  the  island,  the 
former  of  which  were  introduced  liy  the  bucaniers.     lie  says  : — 

"The  (lovernor  of  Tortuna,  ^[onsieur  O^'cron,  iinding'  that  the  wild  do<jfs  killed  so 
many  of  the  wild  boars  that  the  hunters  of  that  island  had  nnudi  ado  to  iind  any,  I'earing' 
lest  that  common  sustenance  of  the  isl.md  should  fail,  sent  for  a  j^reat  quantity  of  poison 
from  France  to  destroy  the  wild  miistiil's.  This  was  done  anno  1(!(!S,  by  commanding'  horses 
to  be  killed  and  enipoisoiu'd,  and  laid  open  at  certain  places  where  the  wild  dogs  used  to 
resort.  This  being  continued  for  six  month.-,  there  were  killed  an  incredible  nundx'r ;  and 
yet  all  this  could  not  exterminate  and  destroy  the  race,  or  scarce  diminish  them,  their  nHmber 
ajjpeariny  almost  as  large  as  before.  These  wild  dogs  are  easily  lamed  among  men,  even 
as  tame  as  ordinary  house-dogs.  The  hunters  of  those  parts,  whenever  they  Iind  a  wild 
bitch  with  whelps,  commonly  take  away  the  puppies  and  bring  them  home,  which,  being 
grown  up,  they  hunt  nuich  better  than  other  dogs. 

"  But  here  the  curious  reader  may  jjcrhaps  in([uire  how  so  many  wild  dogs  came  here. 
The  occasion  was,  the  Spaniards  having  possessed  these  isles,  found  them  peojiled  with 
Indians — a  barbarous  peo})le,  sensual  and  brutish,  hating  all  labour,  and  only  inclined  to 
killing  and  making  war  against  their  neighbours  :  not  out  of  ambition,  but  only  because 
ihey  agreeil  not  with  themselves  in  some  common  terms  of  language;  and  perceiving  the 
dominion  of  the  Spaniards  laid  great  restrictions  upon  their  lazy  and  brutish  customs,  they 
conceived  an  irreconcilable  hatred  against  them,  but  especially  because  they  saw  them  take 
possession  of  their  kingdoms  and  dominions.  Hereupon  they  made  against  them  all  the 
resistance  they  could,  opposing  everywhere  their  designs  to  the  utmost ;  and  the  Spaniards, 
finding  themselves  cruelly  hated  by  the  Indians,  and  nowhere  secure  from  their  treacheries, 
resolved  to  extirpate  and  ruin  them,  since  they  could  neither  tame  them  by  civility  nor 
concpier  them  with  the  sword.  But  the  Indians— it  being  their  custom  to  make  the 
woods  their  chief  places  of  defence — at  present  made  these  their  refuge  whenever  they 
tied  from  the  Spaniards.  Hereupon,  those  first  contpierors  ol'  the  new  world  made  use 
of  dogs  to  range  and  search  the  infricatest  thickets  of  woods  and  forests  for  those  their 
implacable  and  unconquerable  enemies ;  thus  they  forced  them  to  leave  their  old  refuge, 
and  submit  to  the  sword,  seeing  no  milder  usage  would  do  it  ;  heroipon  they  killed 
some  of  them,  and,  cpiartering  their  bodies,  placed  them  in  the  highways,  that  others 
might  take  warning  from  such  a  punishment.  But  this  severity  proved  of  ill  consequence, 
for  instead  of  frighting  them  and  reducing  them  to  civility,  they  conceived  such 
horror  of  the  Spaniards  that  they  resolved  to  detest  and  fly  their  sight  for  ever ;  hence 
the  greatest  part  died  in  caves  and  subteri-aneons  places  of  the  woods  and  mountains,  in 
whii'h  ])laces  I  myself  have  often  seen  great  numbers  of  human  bones.  The  Spaniards, 
finding  uo  more  Indians  to  a2)pear  about  the  woods,  turned  away  a  great  number  of  dogs 


I 

1 

.B 

-li 


•I 


'tS 


WINT    tNDIAN    iu;riAi.ii'V. 


nor 
the 

they 
c   use 

their 

h\ge, 

killed 

others 

lenco, 

sueh 
hence 
IS,  in 
liards, 

dogs 


Ihoy  hiid   in   thi'ir  houses,  iind  they,   linding  no   masters  to   keep   them,  Ix'tdok    themselves 
to   (ho   woods  iind   lields   to   himt   lor    food    to    [.nserve    their    lives;    thus    hy    degrees    lliey 
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Mut  liesi(l(s  these  wild  mastilTs,  here  are  also  great  ninnhers  of  wild  horses  everywhere 

low  of  stature,  short-hodied,  with  great  heads,  long  lu'cks, 
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and  liig  or  thick  legs:  iu  a  word,  they  have  nothing  handsome  in  (heir  shape.  They  run 
nj)  and  down  eouimonly  in  troops  of  :2(M)  or  .•)()()  together,  one  going  always  licforc  to 
lead  till  midtitude.  AVhen  they  meet  any  person  travelling  through  the  winids  or  lields, 
tliev  stand  still,  sulTering  him  to  ai)prouch  until  he  can  almost  touch  them,  and  tlieti, 
sudddculy  s(ar(iug,  they  betake  themselves  to  lliglit,  nmuing  away  as  fast  as  (hey  (••in. 
The  hunters  catch  them  only  for  their  skins,  though  sometimes  they  ja-eserve  their  llcsh 
likewise,  which  (hey  liarden  with  smoke,  using  it  for  provisions  when  they  go  to  sea. 

••  ITere  would  he  also  wild  liulls  and  cows  in  great  nundjcr,  if  by  continual  hunting 
(luy  were  not  much  diminished;  yet  considerable  prolK  is  made  to  this  day  by  such  as 
make  it  their  business  to  kill  them.  The  wild  bulls  are  of  a  vast  bigness  of  body,  and 
yet  tliey  hurt  not  any  (Uie  except  they  be  exasperated.  Their  bodies  are  from  eleven  to 
thirteen  feet  long." 

The  cruelty  of  many  of  the  planters  to  their  slaves,  some  of  whom  were  kidnajjped 
Europeans,  was  revolting.  A  terrible  case  is  that  of  one  of  them  who  had  behaved  so  brutally 
to  a  servant  that  the  latter  ran  away;  after  having  taken  refuge  in  the  woods  for  some  days, 
he  was  captured,  and  brought  back  to  the  wicked  Pharaoh.  No  sooner  had  he  got  him 
than  he  commanded  him  to  be  tied  to  a  tree,  where  he  gave  him  so  many  lashes  on  bis 
Itaek  that  his  body  ran  with  an  entire  stream  of  blood.  Tiien,  to  make  the  smart  of  his 
wounds  the  greater,  he  anointed  him  with  lemon-juice  mixed  with  salt  and  pepper.  In 
this  miserable  posture  he  left  him  tied  to  the  tree  for  foiir-and-twenty  hours,  after  which 
lie  began  his  punishment  again,  lashing  him  again  so  cruelly  that  the  miserable  wretch  gave  up 
(he  ghost,  with  these  dying  words  : — "I  beseech  the  Almighty  God,  creator  of  heaven  and 
eartii,  that  lie  permit  the  wicked  spirit  to  mr'-e  thee  feel  as  many  torments  before  thy 
death  as  thou  hast  caused  me  to  feel  Ix'fore  mine!"  The  sequel  is  worthy  the  attention  of 
those  wlio  Ijelieve  in  earthly  retribution.  "Scarce  three  or  four  days  were  past  after  this  horribl  • 
fact  when  the  Almighty  Judge,  who  had  heard  the  cries  of  that  tormented  wretch,  suffere  1 
the  evil  one  suddenly  to  possess  this  barbarous  and  inhuman  homicide,  so  that  those  cruel 
bonds  which  had  jjunished  to  death  his  innocent  servant  were  the  tormentors  of  his  own  body; 
for  he  beat  himself  and  tore  his  own  flesh  after  a  miserable  manner  til,l  he  lost  the  very 
shape  of  a  man,  not  ceasing  to  howl  and  cry  without  any  rest  by  day  or  night.  Thus  he 
continued  raving  mad  till  he  died.  Many  other  examples  of  this  kind  I  could  rehearse.  The 
planters  of  the  Caribbee  Islands  are  rather  worse  and  more  cruel  to  their  servants  than  (he 
former.  In  the  Isle  of  St.  Christopher  a  jdanter  was  known  to  have  killed  above  a  hundred 
of  his  slaves  with  lilows  and  stripes."  And,  if  Escpiemeling  is  to  be  believed,  the  English 
planters  of  the  i)eriod  were  little  better. 

The  first  pirate  of  Tortuga  was  Pierre  le  Grand,  or  Peter  the  Great.     lie  was  born  at 
Dieppe,   in  Normandv.      The   action   which   rendered   him  famous  was   his   taking  the   vice- 


'I 


8  TUV.    SFA, 

ailinimrs  ship  of  the  S[)anisli  lleot,  ufartlic  Cape  of  Tihiiroii,  on  ,  west  sido  of  Ilispaiiiola  ; 
this  he  perl'ormed  witli  only  one  boat  and  twenty-eiylit  men.  L'ntil  tliut  time  the 
t^paniards  had  ])ass(.'d  and  re-passod  witli  all  seenrity  thrmi'^h  liie  channel  of  Hahania  ;  so 
that  i'ierro  le  (iraiid,  settinij'  out  to  sea  hy  the  Cuyeos,  tndU  tiiis  <>'rand  ship  with  all  the 
ease  inia<,''inahle.  The  Spaniards  found  al)oai'il  were  set  ashoiv,  and  the  \essel  .vas  sent  to 
France.  "Tiie  manner  how  this  uiulauntcd  spirit  atteinptL'(|  and  took  this  lar<;'e  ship," 
says  the  narrator,  "  I  shall  "^-ive  you  out  of  the  journal  of  tiie  author  in  his  own  words, 
'  Tlie  hoat,'  says  he,  '  wherein  I'ierre  le  Grand  was  with  his  companions  had  heen  at  sea 
a  long  time  without  ihuling  any  prize  worth  his  takin','-,  and  their  provisions  heyinninj^  to 
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fail,  they  were  in  dang'cr  of  starving.  ]3eing  almost  reduced  to  despair,  they  spied  a  great 
ship  of  the  Spanish  fiota  separated  from  the  rest;  this  vessel  they  resolved  to  take,  or  die 
iu  the  attempt.  Hereupon  they  sailed  towards  her  to  view  her  strength.  And  though 
they  judged  th3  vessel  to  be  superior  to  theirs,  yet  their  covetousness  and  the  extremity 
they  were  reduced  to  made  them  venture.  Being  come  so  near  that  they  could  not  possibly 
escape,  they  made  an  oath  to  their  captain,  Pierre  le  Grand,  to  stand  by  him  to  the  last. 
^Tis  true,  the  pirates  did  believe  they  should  find  the  ship  unprovided  to  tight,  and  therefore 
the  sooner  master  her.  It  was  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening  they  began  to  attack ;  but 
before  they  engaged  they  ordered  the  surgeon  of  the  boat  to  bore  a  hole  in  the  sides 
of  it,  that  their  own  vessel  sinking  under  them,  they  might  be  compelled  to  attack  inoic 
vigorously,  and  endeavour  more  hastily  to  Ijoard  the  ship.  This  was  done  accordingly;  and 
without  any  other  arms  tlian  a  pistol  in  one  hand  and  a  sword  in  the  other,  they  immediately 
climbed  up  the  sides  of  the  ship,  and  ran  altogether  into  the  great  cabin,  where  they  found 
the  captain,  with   several  of  his   companions,  playing  at    cards.     Here  they  set  a   pistol    to 
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!iis  l)n>;ist,  coininiiiuliii;,'  liiin  to  dclivrr  up  tlic  sliii).  'I'lio  Spiuiiiirds,  siirprisod  to  sco  tho 
pinitos  oil  Ixiiinl  tlii'ir  .sliip,  criod,  "  Josiis,  bless  list  Arc  tlii'so  devils,  or  what  iiie  tliey?" 
Meaiiwliile  some  (I'  llieiii  t'.uU  possession  of  Iho  j^im-rooin,  and  seized  llio  armsj  killinjf  as 
inuny  a-*  iiiadi'  any  opposition  j  wlier.'upon  the  Spaniards  presently  surrendered.  That  very  day 
the  captain  of  (he  ship  had  been  told  l)y  ■•oino  of  the  seamen  that  the  boat  which  was  in  view 
cniisiiii,''  was  a  boat  of  pirates,  whom  the  captain  slio-htly  answered,  "  What,  then,  must 
1  be  afraid  of  such  a  pitiful  thinj,'' ns  thiit  is  ?  No  I  thou<,''h  she  wore  a  ship  as  bi<r  and  as 
Htrono'  as  mine  is."  As  soon  as  Pierre  le  (irand  had  taken  this  rich  prize,  ho  detained  in 
his  service  as  many  of  the  coinnion  seamen  as  ho  had  need  of,  settin;;'  the  rest  ashore,  and 
then  set  sail  I'or  1'' ranee,  where  ho  continued  without  ever  returniiiijf  to  America  aj^ain.'  " 

The  planters  and  hunters  of  Torfujj^a  had  no  sooner  heard  of  the  rich  prize  those  pirates 
had  taken  than  they  resolved  to  follow  their  example.  Many  of  them  left  their  employments, 
and  endtavourod  to  ^et  some  small  boats  wherein  to  exercise  piracy;  but  not  lioing  able 
to  purchase  or  build  thorn  in  Tortiifjfa,  they  set  out  in  their  canoes,  and  sought  them  else- 
where. \Vith  those  they  cruised  at  lirst  upon  Capo  do  Alvarez,  where  the  Spaniards  used 
to  trade  from  one  city  to  another  in  small  vessels,  in  which  they  carried  hides,  tobacco,  and 
■,)thor  commodities  to  the  llavannah,  and  to  which  tho  Spaniards  from  Europe  frecpieiitly 
resorted. 

Here  it  was  that  those  pirates  at  first  took  a  yreat  many  boats  laden  with  tho  before- 
mentionel  commodities;  those  they  used  to  carry  to  Tortuga,  and  sell  tho  whole  purchase  to 
the  vessels  that  waited  for  their  return  or  accidentally  happened  to  be  there.  With  the  fj^ains 
of  these  jjrizes  they  provided  themselves  with  necessaries  wherewith  to  undertake  other 
voyao'cs,  some  of  which  were  made  to  Campeachy,  and  others  toward  Ilispaniola,  in  both 
which  tho  Spaniards  then  drove  a  o'ood  trade.  Upon  those  coasts  they  found  great  numbers 
of  trading-  vessels,  and  often  shijis  of  great  burden.  Two  of  the  biggest  of  these  vessels, 
ami  two  groat  ships  which  the  Spaniards  had  laden  with  plate  in  the  port  of  Campeachy 
to  go  to  tho  Caraccas,  they  took  in  less  than  a  month's  time,  and  carried  to  Tortnga, 
when  tho  ])eoplo  of  the  whole  island,  encouraged  by  their  success — especially  seeing  in  two 
years  the  riches  of  the  country  so  much  increased — they  augmented  the  number  of  freebooters 
so  fast,  that  in  a  little  time  there  wore  in  that  small  island  and  port  above  twenty  pirate- 
ships.  Tho  Spaniards,  not  able  to  bear  their  robberies  any  longer,  equipped  two  large 
men-of-war,  both  for  tho  defence  of  their  own  coasts  and  to  cruise  upon  the  enemy's. 
AVe  shall  sec  the  result. 

Before  the  pirates  went  to  sea  they  gave  notice  to  all  concerned  of  the  day  on  which 
they  wore  to  embark,  obliging  each  man  to  bring  as  many  pounds  of  jiowder  and  ball  as  they 
thought  necessary.  Being  all  come  aboard,  they  consulted  as  to  where  to  get  provisions, 
especially  flesh,  seeing  they  scarcely  used  anything  else :  this  was  ordinarily  pork  and  tortoise, 
which  thoy  salted  a  little;  sometimes  thej- roldjod  the  hog-yards,  where  the  Spaniai-ds  often 
had  a  thousand  head  of  swine  together.  They  approached  these  places  in  the  night, 
and  having  beset  the  keeper's  lodge,  would  force  him  to  rise  and  give  them  as  many 
head  as  they  desired,  threatening  to  kill  him  if  ho  refused  or  made  any  noise;  and  these 
menaces  wo/e  oftentimes  executed  on  the  miserable  swine-keepers  or  any  other  person  that 
endeavoured  to  hinder  their  roliberios. 
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Ifaviiii,'  gut  ilcsh  sullioiciit  I'or  their  voyage,  Ihey  rclunicd  to  the  ship,  lific  every 
one  was  allowed,  twieo  a  day,  as  miu'ii  iis  lie  eoul  I  eai,  without  weiglit  or  measure;  iior 
did  the  stewanl  of  the  vessel  give  any  more  llisli,  iior  anything  else,  to  the  ciptain  than 
(o  the  meanest  mariner.  "The  shiii  l«eiiiy  well  vietiiulleil,  tlii'\  would  di'liln  latc  whether 
thoy  Hhould  go  to  seel,  their  desperate  I'orttuies,  and  likewise  agree  upon  e-'rtain  artitdes, 
whieh  were  put  in  writing,  wliieh  every  out;  was  bound  (o  (diserve  ;  and  all  ol  them,  or  the 
chiel'est  part,  set  their  hands  to  it.  Here  they  set  tlowii  distinctly  what  sums  of  money 
each  particular  person  ought  to  have  for  that  voyage,  the  fund  ot  all  the  payments  being 
what  was  netted  by  the  whole  ex[)cdition,  I'ur  otherwise  it  was  the  same  law  among  these 
jieople  as  other  pirates — '  Xo  lirey,  no  pay.'  First,  therefori',  they  calculated  how  much 
the  captain  was  to  have  lor  his  ship;  next  the  salary  of  the  carpenter  or  shi|)wright  wl.o 
careened,  mended,  and  rigged  tlu!  vessel  ;  this  commonly  amounted  to  one  hundred  i>v  oik? 
hundred  and  lifty  jiieecs  of  eight,*  according  to  the  agreement.  Afterwards,  for  provisions 
and  victualling,  they  drew  out  of  the  same  e<mimon  stock  about  two  hundred  jiieees  of 
« ight  ;  also  a  salary  for  the  surgeon  and  his  medicine  chest,  which  usually  is  rated  at 
two  hundred  or  two  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of  eight.  Lastly,  they  agreed  what  rate  each 
one  ouirht  to  have  that  was  either  wounded  or  maimed  in  his  body,  or  should  sulTer  the 
loss  ol  any  liml)  :  as,  for  the  loss  of  aright  arm,  six  hundred  pieces  of  eight,  or  six  slaves; 
for  the  left  arm,  live  hundred  pieces  of  eight,  or  live  slaves;  Ibr  a  right  leg,  live 
hundred  pieces  of  eight,  or  live  slaves;  for  the  Kd't  leg,  four  hundred  pieces  of  eight, 
or  four  slaves;  for  an  eye,  one  hundred  pieces  of  eight,  or  one  slave;  for  a  linger,  thi> 
same  as  for  an  eye  :  all  which  sums  were  taken  out  of  the  c(»nini(»n  stock  of  what  was 
gathered  by  their  piracy,  and  a  very  exact  and  ecpial  dividend  was  made  (d'  the  remainder. 
They  had  also  regard  to  cpialities  and  places;  thus,  the  captain  or  ehief  was  allotted  live 
or  six  portions  to  what  the  ordinary  seamen  had,  the  master's  mate  only  two,  and  other 
ollicers  proportionately  to  their  employ;  after  which  they  drew  ecpial  parts,  from  the  highest 
to  the  lowest  mariner,  the  boys  not  being  omi'ted,  who  drew  a  half  share,  because  when 
they  take  a  better  vessel  than  their  own  it  was  the  boys'  duty  to  lire  the  former  vessel, 
and  then  retire  to  the  prize." 

They  observed  among  themselves  very  good  order;  for  in  the  prizes  which  they  took 
it  was  severely  ))rohibited  to  any  one  to  take  anything  f(.r  themselves;  hence  all  they 
got  was  equally  divided.  They  took  a  solemn  oath  to  each  other  not  to  ((uiceal  the  least 
thing  they  might  find  among  the  j)rizes;  and  if  any  one  was  found  false  to  his  oath  he  was 
immediately  turned  out  of  the  society.  They  were  very  kind  and  charitable  to  each  other, 
so  that  if  any  one  wanted  what  another  had,  he  was  immediately  supiilied.  As  soon  as  these 
pirates  had  taken  a  prize,  they  immediately  set  ashore  the  prisoners,  detaining  only  some 
few  for  their  own  help  and  service,  whom  also  they  released  after  two  or  three  years.  They 
refreshed  themselves  at  one  island  or  another,  but  especially  at  those  on  the  kouiIi  of  Cuba; 
here  they  careened  their  vessels,  while  some  went  hunting,  and  others  cruised  in  canoes  for 
prizes.     They  often  took  the  poor  turtle  tishermen,  and  made  them  work  during  their  pleasure. 

The  inhabitants  of  New  Spain  and  Campechy  were  wont  to  lade  their  best  meiehandiso 
in  ships  of  great  bulk ;  the  vessels  from  Campeaehy  sailed  in  the  winter  to  t'araccas,  the 
•  The  "piece  of  eight"  means  in  viilue,  as  nearly  as  possible,  the  Anuiiean  dollar  of  to-day. 
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Trinity  IhIch,  dikI  tluit  nf  ,MurH;iii'itii,  iiiul  rcliiriicil  \n\ik  iiy;nii  in  llu'  suinnnT.  Tlu'  pinitej), 
knowing  iIumu  Hoiisdnn  (nnil  tliornnylily  alive  to  tlic  Hitn:itiiiii),  jiUvavx  ciniM'd  Ix'twccn  the 
]iliic(<H  iihiivo-nicntiniiotl ;  Iml  in  la^c  tli<'v  li^'llll■ll  on  n<>  cDiiHidcralilc  liunly,  ruininonlv 
nndt'rtiink  nnuw  nmn'  lia/anluiis  i'iil«'r|trist' ;  "one  ii'inaikalilc  instance  <pi'  wliiili,"  wiyH  our 
rliroiiifl'T,  "  I  siiall  lion- jcivc  ynn.  A  certain  piiatc,  callcil  Pierre  l''ranc.ii«i,  nr  \\-Vr  rraiu'lB, 
waiting  a  Ion;;'  time  at  sea  witli  liis  Ixiat  and  twenty-six  men  fur  the  sliipH  that  \\(ri-'  to 
rctnrn  Iriiin  Maraiaiho  to  Cainiicaehy,  ami  not  lieiiiy  aide  to  lintl  any  prey,  nt  hint  \<i' 
rcHiilvcd  tu  direct  his  <'(Mirse  to  Uancheiras,  near  th(!  Itiver  de  hi  I'hila,  in  [ih  nnrtli  lulitndo. 
Hon;  lies  a  rich  hank  nl'  pearl,  to  the  lishery  whereoi'  they  yearly  sent  iruni  ('arthaH;entt 
twelvo  vessels,  with  a  nian-ni'-war  lor  their  del'cnce.  Mvery  vessel  has  .it  Icivii  twti  ncyrocs, 
\vh()  are  very  dextcrnus  in  divinj;'  to  llio  (le]ith  ol'  six  i'athonis,  where  they  lin;  ^(mm!  store  of 
jiearls.  On  this  lleet,  called  the  I'ear!  I'"lect,  Pierre  I'Vancnis  resolved  to  ventn>'c  rather  than 
p>  l)(>ni(>  einjity.  'I'liey  then  mde  at  ain'hni'  at  the  niniilh  ol'  the  Ui\er  d(>  la  llaclia,  the  inan- 
ol'-war  scarce  hall'  a  lea^'ne  distant  iVotn  the  f<niall  ships,  and  the  wind  very  calm,  llavino- 
spieil  them  in  this  postnre,  he  presently  pnlled  down  his  sails  ami  rowed  alony  the  coast, 
IViynino'  to  he  a  Spanish  vessel  coniin^r  IVom  .Maracaiito;  hnt  no  sooner  was  he  cmno  to  the 
pearl-hank,  when  smldenly  he  assiudtod  tiie  I'i  ■r-.lil.nii'al,  ol'  eiyhty  ;;'iins  and  sixty  men, 
<'onnnandin;i'  them  to  snrrender.  The  Spanianls  made  a  ;;o(>d  defence  i'or  some  liino,  hnt 
at  last  were  I'orced  to  snlinut.  Iluvinjjf  th'i.-i  taken  the  inr-.tihiiiriil,  he  resolved  to  attempt 
tlio  nian-oi'-war,  with  whidi  addition  he  hoped  to  master  the  re-t  ol'  the  fleet.  To  this  end 
he  presently  sunk  his  own  hout,  puttiny  forth  the  Spanish  colours,  and  weij^hed  anch(»r 
with  a  little  wind  which  then  beyan  to  stir,  having'  with  threats  and  promises  eonipelle<l 
most  of  the  Spaniards  to  assist  him;  hut  so  soon  as  the  man-of-war  perceived  one  of  his 
lleet  to  sail,  he  did  so  too,  fearin<^  lest  the  mariners  desi;^ned  to  run  away  with  the  riches 
they  had  on  l)(>ard.  The  pirates  on  this  inimediately  fjave  over  the  enterjJriHe,  thinkin<f 
themselves  unahle  to  encounter  foree  to  force ;  hereupon  they  endeavoured  to  fij-et  out  of  the 
river  and  fjain  the  open  seas  hy  makini»  as  much  sail  as  they  could  ;  which  the  man-of- 
war  i)ercciviny,  he  ]>rcsently  <>^avo  them  chiise,  hnt  the  jjirates  havinj;'  laid  on  t(jo  much 
sail,  and  a  j^iist  of  wind  i)resently  rising,  their  niaimnast  was  hroug-ht  hy  the  board,  whieh 
disabled  them  from  eseapin<i^. 

"  This  nnhai)py  event  much  encourajj^ed  those  in  the  man-of-war,  they  {Ji'aininof 
upon  the  jiirates  every  moment,  and  at  last  overtook  them  ;  but  they,  flndinj>'  they  had 
twenty-two  sound  men,  the  rest  beiny  (>ithcr  killed  or  wounded,  res(dved  to  defend  themselves 
as    lon^"   as    possible.     This    they   performed    very   coura^vously   for    some   time,   till    they 
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condition    that    they   should    not   be    used    as   slaves 
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to  carry  stones,  or  be  employed  in  other  labours  for  three  or  four  years,  as  they  served 
their  iie<jroes,  but  that  they  should  be  set  safe  on  shore  on  free  land.  On  these  articles  they 
yielded,  with  all  they  had  taken,  which  was  worth  in  pearls  alone  above  lOt), ()()()  pieces 
of  eiy;ht,  besides  the  vessel,  provisions,  <^oods,  &c.,  all  of  which  would  have  made  this 
a  greater  prize  than  he  could  desire  :  which  he  had  certainly  carried  off  if  his  mainmast 
had  not  been  lost,  as  we  said  before." 
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CIlAl'THU  II. 

Tiir;  Pii!\Ti;s  and  Hi camkhs  [rDiiliniicd), 

The  I'lratP  Porluiriicz  AiioIIiit  SncicsMful  lliml  Atliuk  lf>'-liik('n  -  A  (iililifl  iir  l.ifc  Ksciiiic -Hiivnl  liy  Two  \Vlno-.|iir« - 
Ili'l|ii'il  liy  till' I'initi-M  Kli'lniK'iiin  Ami  Hinlilt'nly  I'cn  i'  A  Dillih  Pirutr  Kriilii  Sailor  In  ('iintuiii  A  Ki-itnil  Capliiri'  - 
Anil  11  liiiihil  ('mimiiiiuhIit  No  SiiiTriiilrr  Id  llir  S|i  iiilai'ils  Vliliiry  luiil  lloi-si>-tli'nli  -Tlu'  Itiivci's  I'riiiliKallly  A 
HtMla,'i'iii  U'lii-i'  lliaii  I'vci'  'I'lic  Spanlanls  nilini'  llirir  ('iiiiiiiiri'i'r  li'wH  Scot  .liiliii  ItavU  (liilia.?r^  al 
N'k':ini«iia  IMrillral  (liilii-i  l.oloriiils  llir  Itiiil  ami  lliavo  Ili<  I'ii'sl  W HiimlH  And  liin  Karly  Siiccrsscs  Six 
Iliiiiili'cil  ami  Sixty  I'lnitis  'I'lic  ('ii|iliii'i.-  of  .Maniciiilio  ami  (iiliialtai'  ilKisloiior  the  (iaiiis  -  lllx  llnilalilleH- 
Aml  Di'Mcivril  llialli 

Moi.i)  altt'iniits  wcf.-  the  ui'der  of  the  day.  A  certain  »  '  -ate  named  Portiin^ui"/,  was  cnusiu'^ 
oil"  the  Caiu'  Coricntc  in  Cuha,  where  he  met  a  ship  I'rom  Mafacailm  and  CarlhayTna  bound 
to  the  llavaiinah  pr.»vidcil  with  twenty  "  j^reat  "  <^uns  of  the  period,  and  seventy  j)a.ssfnt,'ers 
and  crew.  This  ship  he  attacked,  iind  was  at  first  beaten  olT.  The  assault  was  renewed 
on  the  part  ot"  the  jiirates,  and  al'ti'r  a  Ioult  "ud  danffcrous  lio-ht  the  rovers  l)ccaine  the 
victors.  The  Porttiotiose  lost  only  ten  men  and  had  i'oiir  wounded,  lint  the  Spaniards  h.id 
a  much  lar;;'er  force  in  those  waters. 

i5ein<f  very  near  the  cape  bel'ore-named,  they  unexpectedly  met  with  three  vessels  cominy' 
from  New  Spain,  and  bound  for  the  Ilavannali  ;  by  these,  not  bcinj?  able  to  escape,  they 
wore  easily  re-taken,  both  ship  and  pirates,  and  all  made  prisoners,  and  stripped  of  all 
the  riches  th.ey  h;.d  taken  jnst  before.  The  carcfo  consisted  of  12(>,(M)()  wei<jht  of  cocoa- 
nuts,*  the  chief  inj;'redient  of  chocolate,  and  711,000  pieces  of  eiyht.  Two  days  after  this 
misfortune  there  arose  a  <,'reat  storm,  which  separated  the  ships  from  one  another.  The 
great  vessel,  where  the  jiiratos  were,  arrived  at  Ciimpeachy,  where  a  number  of  merchants 
resided.     The  Portuguese  pirate  was  well   known  there  for  the  outrasjos   he   had  committed. 

*  i'liis  is  tliu  thiuiULk'r'ti  statement.     Ho  meant  the  cacao-wwi. 
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llie  next  day  after  their  arrival,  tlie  nia<<;istrates  of  the  city  sent  to  tlemand  certain 
prisoners,  but  i'oaring  the  Portuyiiese  pirate  might  escape,  kept  him  guarded  on  board, 
while  they  erected  a  gibbet  on  shore,  expecting  to  hang  him  next  day.  JJartholomew 
Portuguez  was  too  much  for  them,  and  managed  to  escape,  after  stabbing  his  sentinel,  and 
swimming  ashore  with  the  helj)  of  two  wine-jars,  as  he  was  a  bad  swimmer,  lie  took  to 
the  woods,  living  on  wild  herbs,  and  secreted  himself  for  days  in  the  hollow  of  a  tree,  while 
his  enemies  were  searching  fur  him.  Eventually  he  escajjed,  after  travelling  some  forty 
leagues,  a  fortnight  alter,  half  starved  and  exhausted,  to  Del  Golpho  Triste.  lie  had  on 
his  way  made  a  boat  or  raft  from  a  i)Iank  and  some  osiers.  Hut  at  Golphr)  Triste  ho 
met  some  of  his  own  kidney — pirates  of  his  own  kind.  They  naturally  sympathised,  and 
gave  him  a  boat  and  twenty  men.  Eight  days  after  he  accomplished  his  will.  He  took 
the  boat  to  Campeachy,  and  "  with  an  undaunted  courage,  and  without  any  noise,  he 
assaulted  the  said  ship;  those  on  board  thought  it  was  a  boat  from  land  that  came  to 
bring  contraband  goods,  and  so  were  not  in  no  posture  of  defence ;  which  opportunity 
tlie  pirates  laying  hold  of,  assaulted  them  so  resolutely,  that  in  a  little  time  they 
compelled  the  Spaniards  to  surrender.  Being  masters  of  the  ship,  they  immediately  weighed 
anchor  and  set  sail  for  the  pt>rt,  lest  they  should  be  pursued  by  other  vessels.  This 
they  did  with  the  utmost  joy,  seeing  themselves  possessors  of  so  brave  a  ship;  especially 
Portuguez,  who  by  a  second  turn  of  fortune  was  become  rich  and  powerful  again,  wiio 
was  so  lately  in  that  same  vessel  a  prisoner  condemned  to  be  hanged.  With  this  purchase 
he  designed  greater  things  whicli  he  might  have  alone,"  and  so  forth.  Piracy  did  not 
prosper  with  him  in  the  end,  for  Iiis  vessel  was  afterwards  lost,  and  he  was  never  fortunate 
again. 

"Not  less  considerable,"  wrote  Esquemeling,  "are  the  actions  of  another  pirate  who  now 
lives  at  Jamaica,  wlio  on  several  occasions  has  performed  very  surprising  things.  He  was 
born  at  Groninghen,  in  the  United  Provinces.  His  own  name  not  being  known,  his  com- 
panions gave  him  the  name  of  Roche  Brasiliano,  l)y  reason  of  his  long  residence  in  Brazil; 
hence  he  was  forced  to  fly  when  the  Portuguese  took  those  countries  from  the  Dutch, 
several  nations  then  inhabiting  at  Brazil  (as  English,  French,  Dutch,  and  others)  being 
constrained  to  seek  new  fortunes. 

"This  person  iled  to  Jamaica,  where,  being  at  a  stand  how  to  get  his  living,  he  entered 
into  the  society  of  pirates,  where  he  served  as  a  private  mariner  for  some  time,  and  l)ehaved 
himself  so  well  that  he  was  beloved  and  respected  by  all.  One  day  some  of  the  mariners 
cpiarrelled  with  that  degree  that  they  left  the  boat.  Brasiliano,  following  them,  was  chosen 
their  leader,  who,  having  fitted  out  a  small  vessel,  they  made  him  captain." 

Within  a  few  days  after  he  took  a  rich  plate  ship  coining  from  New  Spain,  and  carried 
it  to  Jamaica.  This  action  brought  him  great  reputation,  and  ho  was,  for  the  time,  a 
great  man  ashore.  He  was,  howevci',  a  terrible  brute  when  drunk — the  average  condition 
of  the  jiirate  on  land— and  would  run  wildly  about  the  streets,  insulting,  beating,  or  wounding 
any  one  be  chanced  to  meet.     Pleasant  Brasiliano! 

To  the  Spaniards  he  was  always  barbarous  and  cruel,  out  of  an  inveterate  hatred 
against  their  nation.  On  several  occasions  he  commanded  men  to  be  roasted  alive  on 
wooden  spits,  for   not  showing  hog-yards  where  he  might  steal  swine.      After  committing 
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many  sucli  cruelties,  as  he  was  crnlsing  on  the  coasts  of  Cani])eachy,  a  dismal  temjiost 
surprised  him  so  violently  that  his  ship  was  wrecked  upon  the  coasts,  the  mariners  only 
cscajting  with  their  muskets  and  some  few  bullets  and  powder,  which  were  the  only  things 
they  could  save.  The  ship  was  lost  between  Campcachy  and  Ihc  Goljjho  Triste;  here  they 
got  ashore  in  a  canoe,  and,  marching  along  the  shore  with  all  the  speed  they  could, 
directed  their  course  towards  Goli)ho  Triste,  the  common  refuge  of  the  pirates.  On  their 
journey,  all  very  exhausted  and  hungry,  they  were  pursued  by  a  troop  of  lOO  Spaniards. 
'I'lie  pirates  were  but  thirty;  yet,  seeing  their  brave  commander  resolute,  they  fought 
bravely,  and  facing  the  troop  of  Spaniards,  discharged  their  muskets  on  them  so  dex- 
terously that  they  killed  one  horseman  with  almost  every  shot.  The  light  continued 
for  an  hour,  till  at  last  the  Spaniards  were  put  to  flight.  They  stripped  the  dead,  and 
took  from  them  what  was  most  for  their  use;  such  as  were  not  (piite  dead  they  despatched 
with  the  ends  of  their  muskets. 

"  Having  vancpiished  the  enemy,  they  mounted  on  horses  they  found  in  the  field,  and 
continued  their  journey,  Brasiliano  having  lost  but  two  of  his  companions  in  this  bloody 
tight,  and  had  two  wounded.  Prosecuting  their  way,  before  they  came  to  the  port  they 
spied  a  boat  at  anchor  from  Campeachy,  well  manned,  protecting  a  few  canoes  that  were 
lading  wood;  hereupon  they  sent  six  of  their  men  to  watch  them,  who  ne.x.t  morning,  by  a 
wile,  possessed  themselves  of  the  canoes.  Having  given  notice  to  their  companions,  they 
boarded  them,  and  also  took  the  little  man-of-war,  their  convoy.  Being  thus  masters  of 
the  f4eet,  they  wanted  only  provisions,  of  which  they  found  little  aboard  those  vessels ; 
but  this  defect  was  sui^plied  by  the  horses,  which  they  killed  and  salted,  which  by  good 
fortune  the  wood-cutters  had  brought  with  them,  with  which  they  supportetl  themselves  till 
thev  could  get  better. 

"They  took  also  another  vessel  going  from  New  Spain  to  Maracaibo,  laden  with  divers 
sorts  of:  merchandise  and  pieces  of  eight,  designed  to  buy  cocoa-nuts  for  their  lading  home ; 
all  these  they  carried  to  Jamaica,  where  they  safely  arrived,  and,  according  to  custom,  wasted 
all  in  a  few  days  in  taverns  and  disorderly  houses.  Some  of  these  pirates  will  spend  two 
or  three  thousand  pieces  of  eight  in  a  night,  not  leaving  themselves  a  good  shirt  to  wear 
in  the  morning.  My  own  master,"  says  Esquemeling,  "would  buy  sometimes  a  pijio  of 
5\'ine,  and  ]ilacing  it  in  the  street,  would  force  those  that  passed  by  it  to  drink  with 
him,  threatening  also  to  pistol  them  if  they  would  not.  He  would  do  the  like  with  barrels 
of  beer  or  ale,  and  very  often  he  would  throw  these  liquors  about  the  streets  and  wet 
people's  clothes,  without  regarding  whether  he  spoiled  their  a])parel. 

"Among  themselves  these  pirates  are  very  liberal;  if  any  one  has  lost  all,  which  often 
happens  in  their  manner  of  life,  they  freely  give  him  of  what  they  have.  In  taverns  and 
alehouses  they  have  great  credit  ;  but  at  Jamaica  they  ought  not  to  run  very  deep  in  debt, 
seeing  the  inhabitants  there  easily  sell  one  another  for  debt.  This  happened  to  niv 
l)atron,  to  be  sold  for  a  debt  of  a  tavern  wherein  he  had  spent  the  greater  ])art  of 
his  money.  This  man  had,  within  three  months  before,  three  thousand  pieces  of  eight 
in  ready  cash,  all  which  he  wasted  in  that  little  time,  and  became  as  poor  as  I  have 
told  you." 

The  history  of  a  pirate  is  that  of  many  another  man  made  suddenly  rich.     Brasiliano, 
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after  having  spent  all,  naturally  went  to  sea  again,  and  set  forth  for  the  coast  of  Campeaehy. 
Fil'teen  days  alter  his  arrival  he  took  a  eaiioe,  and  went  to  examine  the  port,  but  his 
fortune  failed,  and  he  and  all  his  men  were  taken  and  committed  to  a  dungeon.  Doubtless 
they  would  have  all  been  hanged  but  for  a  stratagem  of  Brasiliano,  which  saveil  tiieir 
lives,  lie  wrote  a  letter  to  the  governor  in  the  names  of  his  fellow  pirates  at  sea,  warning 
him  of  their  power,  and  that  their  blood  would  be  on  his  head.  The  governor  was 
frightened  out  of  his  wits,  and  released  them  on  the  bare  j)roniise  that  they  would  not  be 
pirates  again.  As  a  nominal  punishment,  he  sent  them  as  drafts  on  the  Spanish  galleons, 
and  they  went  to  Spain.     They  returned,  to  be  worse  i)irates  than  ever. 

The  Spaniards  about  this  period  became  so  tired  of  sending  vessels  to  sea  only  to  lose 
them,  that  they  diminished  the  numljer  considerably.  But  this  was  of  no  avail,  I'ur  the 
pirates  then  turned  their  attention  to  the  Spanish  towns  and  settlements.  One  Lewis 
Scot  sacked  the  city  of  Campeaehy,  which  he  almost  ruined  ;  another  pirate,  named 
]\[ansvelt,  invaded  New  Granada;  while  John  Davis  gave  his  unwelcome  attentions 
to  Nicaragua. 

This  freebooter,  having  long  been  unfortunate  in  his  enterprises,  resolved  on  a  desperate 
expedient.  Leaving  his  ship  hidden  on  the  coast,  he  took  eighty  out  of  ninety  men 
which  he  had  in  all,  and  divided  them  --i  three  canoes.  In  the  dark  of  night  they  entered 
the  river  leading  to  the  city ;  proceeding  cautiously,  they  hid  themselves  by  day  under  the 
tiiickly  wooded  banks.  On  the  third  night  they  arrived  at  the  city,  at  the  outposts  of 
which,  on  the  river,  the  guard  allowed  them  to  pass,  as  most  of  them  spoke  Spanish,  and  he 
took  them  for  iishermen.  They  had  with  them  an  Indian  guide  who  had  run  away  from 
his  master  in  Nicaragua,  and  he  went  ashore  and  s])eedily  despatched  the  sentinel.  The 
pirate  band  then  entered  the  city,  and  knocked  softly  at  the  houses  of  several  chief 
citizens,  who,  believing  them  to  be  friends,  opened  their  doors.  The  pirates  soon  convinced 
them  to  the  contrary,  and  rifled  them  of  all  the  money  and  plate  they  could  find.  The 
churches  were  ]nllaged  and  profaned.  ^Mi'antime  the  citizens  collected  their  forces,  and  the 
pirates  saw  that  they  must  get  away  with  the  prisoners  they  had  taken;  "these  they  led 
away,  that  if  any  of  them  should  be  taken  by  the  Spaniards  they  might  use  them  foi- 
ransom.  Thus  they  got  to  their  ships,  and  with  all  speed  put  to  sea,  forcing  the  prisoners, 
before  tiiey  let  tliem  go,  to  procure  as  much  flesh  as  was  necessary  for  their  voyage  to 
Jamaica.  Jiut  no  sooner  had  they  weighed  anchor  when  they  saw  a  troop  of  about 
5(10  Spaniards,  all  well  armed,  at  the  sea-side;  against  these  they  let  lly  several  guns, 
wherewith  they  forced  them  to  (piit  the  sands  and  retire,  with  no  small  regret  to  see  these 
pirates  carry  away  so  much  ])late  of  their  churches  and  houses,  thougla  distant  at  least 
forty  leagues  from  the  sea."  Davis  and  his  men  divided  the  Spanish  coin  and  jewels,  to 
the  value  of  about  ten  thousand  pounds  in  English  money.  The  captain  was  afterwards 
chosen  admiral  of  seven  or  eight  vessels,  and  pillaged  a  town  in  Florida,  named  St.  Augustine, 
although  it  possessed  a  castle  protected  by  200  men. 

One  of  the  most  famous — or,  more  properly  speaking,  infamous — pirates  of  the  day  was 
Francis  Lolonois,  a  native  of  France.  "  In  his  youth  he  was  transported  to  the  Caribee 
Islands,  in  quality  of  servant  or  slave,  according  to  custom,  of  which  we  have  already 
spoken.     Being  out  of  his  time,  he  came  to  Ilispaniola,  where  he  joined   for  some  time  the 
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hunters,  before  he  began  his  rol)l)i'ries  ujion  the  Spaniards,  till  his  unfortunate  death." 
Tliese  are  Ksipiemeling's  words;  some  of  his  victims  would  hardly  endorse  the  latter 
opinion. 

At  lirst  he  made  two  or  tliree  voyages  as  a  common  mariner,  and  behaved  himself 
so  courageously  as  to  gain  the  favour  of  the  Governor  of  Tortuga,  Monsieur  de  la 
Place,  insonuu-h  that  he  gave  him  a  ship  in  which  he  might  seek  his  fortune,  wiiich 
was  verv  favourable  to  him  at  tirsi ;  for  in  a  short  time  ho  accpiired  a  considerable  amount 
of  wealth. 
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"But  his  cruelties  to  the  Spaniards  were  such  that  the  latter  in  his  time  would  rather 
die,  or  sink  fighting,  than  surrender,  knowing  they  should  have  no  mercy  at  his  hands. 
But  he  was  overtaken  by  a  reverse  of  fortune,  and  lost  his  ship  on  the  coast  of  Canipcachy. 
The  men  were  all  saved,  but  ujion  landing,  the  Spaniards  pursued  tliem  and  killed  the 
greater  part,  ^\ounding  also  Lolonois.  Not  knowing  how  to  csca])e,  he  saved  his  life  by 
a  stratagem :  mingling  sand  with  the  blood  of  his  wounds,  he  besmeared  his  face  and 
other  ])arts  of  his  body,  and  hiding  himself  dexterously  among  the  dead,  continued  there 
till  the  Spaniards  (juitted  the  field. 

"They  lieiiig  gone,  he  retired  to  the  woods,  and  bound  up  his  wounds  as  well  as  he 
could.  These  being  pretty  well  healed,  he  took  his  way  to  Canipcachy,  having  disguised 
himself  in  a  Spanish  habit;  here  he  enticed  certain  slaves,  ro  whom  he  promised  liberty 
83 
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if  they  would  oLv.'}'  him  ami  trust  to  his  conduct.  They  accepted  his  promises,  and,  stealing 
u  cauoo,  went  to  sen  with  him.  Now  tlie  Spauiards  having  made  several  of  his  companions 
prisoiu'i's,  kojit  tlu-m  close  in  a  dun<,''eon,  while  Lolonois  went  aliout  the  town  and  saw  what 
passed.  These  were  oi'ten  asked,  '  What  has  Ijecome  of  your  captain  ? '  To  whom  they  con- 
stantly answ<'red, '  lie  is  dead  ; '  which  rejoiced  the  Spaniards,  who  made  bonfires,  and,  knowing 
nothinj^  to  tiie  contrary,  gave  thanks  to  God  lor  their  deliverance  from  such  a  cruel  pirate. 
Lolonois,  havino'  seen  these  rejoicings  for  his  death,  made  haste  to  escape,  with  the  slaves 
al)ove-mention('(l,  and  came  sale  to  Tortuga,  the  common  refuge  of  all  sorts  of  wickedness, 
and  the  seminary,  as  it  were,  of  pirates  and  thieves.  Though  now  his  fortune  was  low, 
yet  he  got  another  shiji  with  craft  and  subtilty,  and  in  it  twenty-one-  men.  Being  well 
provided  with  arms  and  necessaries,  he  set  forth  for  Cuba,  on  the  south  whereof  is  a  small 
village  called  Do  los  Cayos.  The  inhal)itarts  drive  a  great  trade  in  tobacco,  sugar,  and 
hides,  and  all  in  boats,  not  being  able  to  use  ships,  by  reason  of  the  little  depth  of  the 
sea. 

"  Lolonois  was  persuaded  he  should  get  here  some  considerable  prey ;  but  by  the  good 
fortune  of  some  fishermen  who  saw  hiui,  and  the  mercy  of  God,  they  escaped  him ;  for  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  despatched  immediately  a  vessel  overland  to  the  llavannah,  com- 
plaining that  Lolonois  was  come  to  destroy  them  with  two  canoes.  The  governor  could 
scarcely  believe  this,  having  received  letters  from  Campoachy  that  he  was  dead  j  but  at  their 
importunity  he  sent  a  ship  to  their  relief,  with  ten  guns  and  ninety  men  well  armed, 
giving  them  this  express  command,  'that  thoy  should  not  return  into  his  presence,  without 
having  totally  destroyed  those  pirates.^  To  this  effect  he  gave  them  a  negro  to  serve  them 
for  a  hangman,  and  orders  that  they  should  immediately  hang  every  one  of  the  pirates 
exct'i)tiiig  Lolonois,  their  captain,  whom  they  should  l)ring  alive  to  the  Havannah.  This 
ship  arrived  at  Cayos,  of  whose  coming  the  pirates  were  advertised  beforehand,  and,  instead 
of  Hying,  went  to  seek  it  in  the  river  Estera,  where  she  rode  at  anchor.  The  pirates  seized 
some  fishermen,  and  forced  them  by  night  to  show  them  the  entry  of  the  port,  hoping 
soon  to  obtain  a  greater  vessel  tlian  their  two  canoes,  and  thereby  to  mend  their  for- 
tune. They  arrived,  after  two  in  the  morning,  ver}'  nigh  the  ship;  and  the  watch  on 
board  tie  sliip  asking  them  whence  they  came,  and  if  they  had  seen  any  pirates  abroad, 
they  caused  one  of  the  prisoners  to  answer  that  they  had  seen  no  pirates  nor  anything 
else;  which  answer  made  them  Ijelieve  that  the  pirates  had  fled  upon  hearing  of  their 
coming. 

"  But  they  soon  found  the  contrary,  for  about  break  of  day  the  pirates  assaulted 
the  vessel  on  both  sides  with  their  two  canoes  with  such  vigour  that  though  the  Spaniards 
behaved  themselves  as  they  ought,  and  made  as  good  defence  as  they  could,  making  some 
use  of  their  great  guns,  yet  they  were  forced  to  surrender,  being  beaten  l)y  the  pirates, 
with  sworJ.  in  hand,  down  under  the  hatches.  From  thence  Lolonois  commanded  them 
to  be  brought  up  one  by  one,  and  in  this  order  caused  their  heads  to  be  struck  off.  Among 
the  rest  came  up  the  negro  designed  to  bo  the  pirates'  executioner.  This  fellow  implored 
mercy  at  his  hands  very  dolefully,  telling  Lolonois  he  was  constituted  hangman  of 
that  ship,  and  if  he  would  spare  hini  he  would  tt-ll  him  faithfully  all  that  he  should  desire. 
Lolonois,  making  him  confess  what  he  thought  tit,  commanded  him  to  be  murdered  with  the 
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rest.  Thus  he  eruelly  and  barhiii.nisly  i)iit  them  all  to  death,  reserving  only  one  alive,  whom 
he  sent  baek  to  the  Governor  o):  the  lluvannali,  with  this  iiiL'ssage  in  writing:  '1  shall 
never  henceforth  give  (piarter  t<i  any  Sjtaiiianl  whatsoever,  and  I  have  great  hoju's 
I  shall  execute  on  your  own  person  the  very  same  piinishiiieiit  I  have  done  upon  them 
you  sent  against  me.  Thus  1  have  retaliated  the  kindness  you  designed  to  me  and  my 
comiianions.'  The  governor,  mueii  troubled  at  this  sad  news,  swore  in  the  presence 
of  many  that  he  would  never  grant  quarter  to  any  pirate  that  should  tall  into  his  hands. 
But  the  citizens  of  the  Ilavannah  desired  him  not  to  persist  in  the  execution  of  that  rash 
and  rigorous  oath,  seeing  the  ])irates  would  certainly  take  occasion  from  thence  to  do 
the  same,  and  they  had  a  hundred  times  more  o])])ortunity  for  revenge  than  be;  that 
being  necessitated  to  get  their  livebhood  by  fishery,  they  should  hereai'ter  always  be  in 
danger  of  their  lives.  By  these  reasons  he  was  jicrsuaded  to  bridle  his  anger,  and  remit 
the  severity  of  his  oath. 

"  Now  Lolonois  had  got  a  good  ship,  but  very  few  provisions  and  people  in  it ;  to  purchase 
both  which  he  determined  to  cruise  from  one  port  to  another.  Doing  thus  ibr  some  time 
without  success,  he  determined  to  go  to  the  jiort  of  ]\Iaracaibo.  Here  he  surprised  a 
ship  laden  with  ])late  and  other  merchandise,  outward  bouiul  to  buy  cocoa-nuts.  With 
this  i)rize  he  returned  to  Tortuga,  where  he  was  received  with  joy  by  the  inhabitants, 
they  congratulating  his  happy  success  and  their  own  private  interest,  lie  stayed  not 
long  there,  but  designed  to  equip  a  fleet  sufficient  to  transport  five  hundred  men  and 
necessaries.  Tlius  provided,  he  resolved  to  pillage  lioth  cities,  towns,  and  villages,  and 
finally  to  take  Maracaibo  itself.  For  this  purpose  he  knew  the  ishuul  of  Tortuga 
would  afford  hira  many  resolute  and  courageous  men,  fit  for  such  enterprises ;  besides,  he 
had  in  his  service  several  prisoners  well  ac(piainted  with  the  ways  and  jilaces  designed 
upon." 

Lolonois  gave  notice  to  a  large  number  of  the  pirates,  and  gathered  together 
in  a  little  while  above  400  men,  among  whom  was  then  in  Tortuga  another  freebooter, 
named  ^lichael  de  Basco,  who,  by  his  piracy,  had  become  rich  enough  to  live  at 
ease  and  go  no  more  abroad,  having  withal  the  offer  of  major  of  the  island.  But 
seeing  the  great  preparations  that  Lolonois  made  for  this  expedition,  he  joined  him, 
and  offered  him  that  if  he  would  make  him  his  chief  <a2)tain  by  land  (seeing  he  knew 
the  couiury  very  well,  and  all  its  api)roaches)  he  would  share  in  his  fortunes  and  go 
with  him.  This  precious  pair  of  thieves  agreed,  to  tlie  great  joy  of  Lolonois,  who  knew 
that  Basco  had  done  great  things  in  Euroiie,  and  had  the  repute  of  being  a  good  soldier. 
Then  they  all  embarked  in  eight  vessels,  that  of  Lolonois  being  the  greatest,  having 
ten  guns. 

All  things  being  ready,  and  the  whole  company  on  board,  they  set  sail  together 
about  the  end  of  April,  being  in  all  about  six  hundred  and  sixty  persons.  The\'  steered  for 
the  port  of  Bayala,  north  of  Ilispaniola.  Hero  they  took  into  their  company  some 
French  hunters,  who  volunteered,  and  provided  themselves  with  victuals  and  necessaries 
for  their  voyage. 

"  From  hence  they  sailed  again  the  last  of  July,  and  steered  directly  to  the  eastern 
cape  of  the  isle  calletl   Punta   d'  Espada.     Hereabouts    espying  a   ship  from   Puerto    Rico, 
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bound  for  New  Spjiin,  laden  witli  cocoa-nuts,  Lol^nois  commanded  tlio  rest  of  tlio  floet 
to  wait  lor  liini  near  Savona,  on  the  cast  of  Cape  I'unta  d'  Espada,  he  alone  intendinj^ 
to  take  tlie  said  vessel.  The  Spaniards,  thoug'h  they  had  lieen  in  si^'ht  two  hours,  and 
knew  them  to  he  pirates,  yet  would  not  ilee,  hut  prepared  to  lif^'ht,  hein<4'  well  armed 
and  provided.  The  combat  lasted  three  hours,  and  then  they  surrendered.  This  ship 
had  sixteen  ^uns  and  lifty  liyhtiny  men  aboard.  They  found  in  her  l:iO,()()0  weiyht 
of  eoeoa,  l(l,()U()  pieces  of  eight,  and  the  value  of  1 11,000  more  in  jewels.  Lolonois  sent 
the  vessel  presently  to  Tortuga  to  be  unladed,  with  orders  to  return  as  soon  as  possible  to 
Savona,  where  he  would  wait  for  them.  Meanwhile,  the  rest  of  the  fleet  bein<^  arrived 
at  S.ivona  met  another  Spanish  vessel  cominy  from  Coman,  with  military  provisions 
to  Ilispanioia,  and  money  to  jiay  the  garrisons  there.  This  vessel  they  also  took,  without 
any  resistance,  thoui^h  mounted  with  eiylit  yuns.  In  it  were  7,U0U  weight  of  powder, 
a  great  number  of  muskets  and  like  things,  with   12,000  pieces  of  eight." 

These  successes  emboldened  the  pirates,  and  we  lind  their  next  exi)loit  that  of  taking 
a  town  of  no  inconsiderable  size,  that  of  Maracaibo  in  Venezuela.  The  island  on  which 
it  is  situated  is  divided  by  a  gulf  or  bay  from  two  others  ;  on  one  was  placed  a  watch- 
tower,  while  on  the  other  was  a  castle,  and  as  the  water  about  was  often  .'^hallow,  with 
many  dangerous  sand-banks,  vessels  had  to  come  in  very  close  to  it.  Maracaibo,  the  city 
or  town,  had  some  .'5,000  or  1,000  Spanish  inhabitants,  and  about  800  able  to  bear  arms. 
There  was  a  large  church,  four  monasteries,  and  one  hos])ital ;  the  trade  of  the  town  was 
largely  in  tobacco,  hides,  and  to  an  extent  flesh,  which  they  exchanged  for  cocoa-nuts, 
oranges,  lemons,  and  other  fruits,  with  a  town  named  Gibraltar,  situated  some  distance 
in  tl-  '  countrj'  on  tiie  Luke  of  ]\Iaracaibo.  The  latter  is  described  as  delightfully  situated 
among  plantations  of  sugar,  and  cocoa,  and  woods,  the  timber  of  which  was  often  large 
cnougli  for  ship  and  boat  b\iilding.  The  wliole  country  abounded  in  rivers  and  brooks, 
while  the  tobacco  grown  had  a  high  reputation  in  Euroiw,  being  known  as  lohacco  dc 
■sdrcnlulci,  or  priests'  tobacco. 

Lolonois  arrived  at  th<!  Gulf  of  Venezuela,  and  cast  anchor  out  of  sight  of  the  watch- 
tower  already  mentioned;  next  morning  he  made  in  for  the  Lake  of  INIaracaibo,  which 
communicates  with  the  sea,  and  cast  anchor  again.  Then  a  number  of  the  men  landed  to 
attack  the  fortress  which  commanded  the  bar,  and  which  was  merely  composed  of  earthworks. 
The  governor,  however,  knew  of  their  approach,  and  had  placed  an  ambuscade  to  cut  them 
off  behind,  while  he  should  attack  them  in  front.  This  the  pirates  discovered,  and  mananivred 
so  successfully  and  fought  so  desperately  that  not  a  man  could  retreat  to  the  castle.  This 
done,  Lolonois,  with  his  followers,  advanced  immediately  to  the  fort,  and  after  a  desperate 
fight  of  nearly  three  hours  completely  mastered  it,  witliout  any  other  arms  than  swords 
and  pistols.  While  this  fight  was  in  progress,  the  routed  ambuscade,  not  being  able  to 
get  into  the  castle,  retired  into  Maracaibo  in  great  confusion  and  disorder,  crying  out, 
"  The  pirates  will  presently  be  here  with  two  thousand  men  and  more  ! "  The  city  had 
been  formerly  sacked  by  pirates,  and  iiie  people  knew  well  of  what  quality  was  t'.ieir  mercy. 
There  was  then  a  general  stampede  in  boats  and  canoes  to  Gibraltar,  with  such  of  the 
portable  wealth  as  could  be  taken.  Arrived  there,  they  spread  the  dismal  news,  and  there 
was  general  dismay. 
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Tiie  castlo  thus  taken  l>y  the  jilrates,  they  si^'nalled  to  the  ships  their  victory,  that 
tluy  siiould  come  further  in  without  Tear  of  (Linger.  The  rest  ol'  tlie  day  was  spent  in 
ruminnf  and  demolishing  the  castle.  They  nailed*  the  guns,  and  burnt  as  niueli  as  tliey 
(Muld  not  carry  away,  burying  tlie  dead,  and  ser.ding  the  wounded  on  l)oard  the  fleet, 
Next  day,  very  early,  they  weighed  anchor,  and  steered  altogether  towanls  ]\Iaracail)o, 
about  six  leagues  distant  from  the  fort  ;  but  tiie  wind  failing,  they  could  advance  little, 
being  forced  to  wait  for  the  tide.  Ne^jt  morning  they  came  in  sight  of  the  town,  and 
prepared  for  landing  under  the  protection   of  tiieir  own   guns,  fearing  the  Spaniartis   might 
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have  laid  an  ambuscade  in  the  woods;  they  put  their  men  into  canoes,  brought  for  the 
purpose,  and  landed  where  they  thouglit  most  convenient,  shooting  still  furiously  with  their 
great  guns.  Of  tliose  in  the  canoes  half  only  went  ashore,  the  other  half  remaining  aboard. 
They  iirod  from  the  ships  as  fast  as  possible  towards  the  woody  part  of  the  shore,  but 
could  discover  nobody.  Then  they  entere.l  the  town,  the  inhabitants  of  which  bad  retired  to 
tlie  woods  and  Gibraltar  with  their  families.  Their  houses  were  found  well  provided  with 
victuals,  as  Hour,  oread,  pork,  brandy,  wines,  and  poultry,  with  which  the  pirates  fell  to, 
making  high  havoc;  having  had  no  opjiortnnity  for  four  weeks  before  of  filling  their 
stnmnchs  with  such  good  cheer. 

''They  instantly  possessed  themselves  of  the  best  houses  in  the  town,"  says  the 
narrator,  "and  pliced  sentinels  wherever  they  thought  convenient;  the  great  church 
s!'rving  them  for  their  main  guard.  Next  day  they  sent  out  ItIO  men  to  find  out  some 
ol'  the  inhabitants  in  the  woods  thereabouts;  these  returned  the  "-aine  night,  bringing  with 
tliem  ij(),00()  pieces  of  eight,  several  mules  laden  with  household  goods  and  merchandise, 
and  twenty  prisoners,  men,  women,  and  children.  Some  of  these  were  put  to  the  rack  to 
make  them  confess  where  they  had  hid  the  rest  of  the  goods;  but  they  could  extort  very 
little  from  them.  Lolonoie,  who  valued  not  murdering,  though  in  cold  blood,  ten  or  twelve 
S]ianiards,  drew  his  cutlass,  and  hacked  one  to  pieces  before  the  rest,  saying,  '  If  you  do 
not  confess  and  declare   where  you  have   hid  the  rest  of  jour  goods,  I  will  do  the  like  to 
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all  your  compuiiions.*  At  last,  amongst  thcsu  hoiTiblo  eniulties  and  iiiluinuui  threats,  ono 
promised  to  show  the  place  wlioro  the  rest  of  the  Spaniards  wore  hid  ;  htit  those  that  were 
ilcd,  having;'  intoUi-^rnee  of  it,  ulianf^'cd  place,  and  Ixiricd  tlie  remnant  ol"  their  riches,  so 
that  the  pirates  could  not  lind  them  out.  Mesides,  the  Spaniards  ilyiu";  from  one  place  to 
another  every  day,  and  often  chanj^iny  woods,  were  jealous  even  of  each  other,  so  as  the 
father  durst  scarce  trust  his  own  son." 

After  the  pirates  had  heen  liftcen  days  in  Maracaibo  they  made  up  their  minds  to 
capture  (Jihraltar,  not  a  task  ipiite  so  dillicult  as  the  taking  of  that  ot!>.er  whicii  guards 
the  portals  of  the  Mediterranean,  but  still  sullicicntly  troublesome.  The  inhabitants  luid 
received  intelligence  of  their  aiijjroaching  advent,  and  that  they  afterwards  intended  to 
attempt  the  capture  of  ]\Ierida,  another  city  of  that  country,  anil  they  therefore  informed 
the  governor,  who  was  a  brave  soldier,  and  had  served  in  Flanders.  His  answer  was,  "  he 
would  have  them  take  no  care,  for  he  hoped  in  a  little  while  to  exterminate  the  said  pirates;'^ 
whereupon  he  brought  a  force  of  lOU  well-armed  men  to  Gibraltar,  ordering  at  the  same 
time  the  inhabitants  to  arm.  Ho  soon  had  a  force  of  SIM)  lighting  men.  ^Vitll  the  same 
si)ced  he  raised  a,  battery,  mounting  twenty  guns,  and  covered  with  great  baskets  of  earth. 
In  another  place  he  constructed  a  smaller  battery  of  eight  guns,  and  this  done,  he  barricaded 
a  narrow  passage,  an  approach  to  the  town,  through  which  the  i)irates  must  pass;  at  the 
same  time  he  opened  another,  through  morasses  of  dirt  and  mud,  into  the  wood,  totally 
unknown  to  the  freebooters. 

"  The  pirates,  ignorant  of  these  prcpai'ations,  having  embar'lved  all  their  prisoners  and 
booty,  took  their  way  towards  (iibraltar.  IJeing  come  in  sight  of  the  place,  they  saw  the 
Hoyal  Standard  hanging  forth,  and  that  those  of  the  town  designed  to  defend  their  houses. 
Lolonois  seeing  this,  called  a  council  of  war,  what  they  ought  to  do,  telling  his  officers  and 
mariners  '  that  the  ditliodty  of  the  enter})rise  was  very  great,  seeing  the  Spaniards  had  had 
so  much  time  to  put  themselves  in  a  posture  of  defence,  and  had  got  a  good  body  of  men 
together,  with  much  ammunition;  but  notwithstanding,'  said  he,  'have  a  good  courage; 
we  must  either  defend  ourselves  like  good  soldiers,  or  lose  our  lives  with  all  the  riches  we 
have  got.  Do  as  I  shall  do  who  arc  your  captain.  At  other  times  we  have  fought  with 
fewer  men  than  we  have  in  our  company  at  present,  aud  yet  we  have  overcome  greater 
numbers  than  there  possibly  can  be  in  this  town ;  the  more  there  are,  the  more  glory  and 
the  greater  riches  we  shall  gain.'  The  ])iratcs  su])posed  that  all  the  riclies  of  the  inhabitants 
of  ]\Iaracaibo  were  transported  to  Gibraltar,  or  at  least  the  greater  part.  After  this  speech 
they  all  promised  to  follow  and  to  obey  him.  Lolonois  made  answer,  '  It  is  well ;  but 
know  ye,  withal,  that  the  first  man  who  shall  show  any  fear,  or  the  least  apprehension 
thereof,  I  will  pistol  him  with  my  own  hands  ! ' 

"  With  this  resolution  they  cast  anchor  nigh  the  shore,  near  three-quarters  of  a  league 
from  the  town ;  next  day,  before  sun-rise,  they  landed  -'JiSO  men,  well  provided,  and  armed 
every  one  with  a  cutlass  and  one  or  two  pistols,  and  sufficient  powder  and  bullets  for 
thirty  charges.  Here  they  all  shook  hands,  in  testimony  of  good  courage,  and  began  their 
march,  Lolonois  speaking  thus  : — '  Come,  my  brethren,  follow  me,  and  have  good  coiu'age.' 
They  followed  their  guide,  who,  believing  he  led  them  well,  brought  them  to  the  way  which 
the   governor  had  barricaded.     Not   being  able   to  pass  that  way,  they  went  to  the  other 
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newly  made  in  the  woud  among  the  niirc,  which  tiic  S|i;iiii;ir(ls  could  shoot  into  at  pleasure ; 
but  the  liirates,  full  of  rourage,  cut  down  the  hraiiclics  n\  tivos  aiul  throw  them  on  the  way, 
that  they  might  not  stick  in  the  ilirt.  Meanwiiiic,  those  of  (iii)raltar  fired  with  tiicir 
great  guns  so  fiu'i*,  /  that  they  could  scarce  hoar  nnr  .see  for  the  noise  and  sinoUe. 
Being  past  the  wood,  they  came  on  firm  ground,  where  they  met  with  a  battery  of  six 
guns,  wiiicii  iiuniciliately  the  Spaniards  dischargwl  upon  them,  all  loailed  with  small  bidlots 
and  pieces  of  iron;  and  the  Spaniards,  sallying  forth,  set  u|>ou  them  with  such  fury  as  caused 
tlie  pirates  to  give  way,  lew  of  them  caring  to  adviiace  towards  thi>  fort,  many  oi  them 
being  already  killed  and  wounded.  This  n.ade  them  go  l)aek  to  seek  another  way,  lait 
the  Spaniards  having  cut  down  many  trees  to  hinder  the  ])assage,  they  could  find  none, 
but  were  forced  to  return  to  that  they  had  left.  Here  the  Spaniards  contimied  to  lire  as 
liefore;  nor  would  they  saily  out  of  their  batteries  to  attack  them  any  more.  Lolonois 
and  his  companions  not  being  able  to  grinip  up  the  baskets  of  earth,  were  compcUeil  to 
use  an  old  stratagem,   wherewith  at  last  they  deceived  and  overcame  the  Spaniards. 

"Lolonois  retired  suddenly  with  all  his  men,  making  show  as  if  he  lied,  whereupon 
the  Spaniards,  crying  out,  '  They  llee,  they  Hoe !  let  us  follow  them  ! '  sallied  out  with  great 
disorder  to  the  pursuit.  Ueing  drawn  to  some  distance  from  the  batteries,  which  was  tho 
pirates'  only  design,  they  turned  upon  them  unexpectedly,  sword  in  hand,  and  killed  above 
:!(!()  men,  and  thus  lighting  their  way  through  those  who  remained,  they  possessed  them- 
selves of  the  batteries.  Tho  Spaniards  that  remained  abroad,  giving  themselves  over  for 
lust,  lied  to  the  woods;  those  in  the  battery  of  eight  guns  surrendered  themselves,  ol)taining 
(piarter  f<ir  their  lives.  The  pirates  being  now  become  masters  of  the  town,  pulled  down 
tho  Spanish  colours  and  set  up  their  own,  taking  prisoners  as  many  as  they  could  find. 
These  they  carried  to  the  great  church,  where  they  raised  a  battery  of  several  great  guns, 
fearing  lest  tho  Spaniards  that  were  lied  should  rally  and  come  ui)on  them  again  ;  but  next 
day,  being  all  fortilied,  their  fears  were  over.  They  gathered  the  dead  to  bury  them,  being 
a])ove  5(10  Spaniards,  besides  the  wounded  in  the  town  and  those  who  died  of  their  wounds 
in  the  woods.  The  pirates  had  also  above  150  prisoners  and  nigh  500  slaves,  many  women 
and  children." 

Of  their  own  companions  only  forty  were  killed  and  about  eighty  wounded,  of  whom, 
however,  the  greater  part  died  through  the  pestilential  air  of  tho  place.  They  put  the  slain 
Spaniards  into  two  great  boats,  and  towing  them  a  (piarter  of  a  league  to  sea,  they  sunk 
the  boats.  This  done,  they  gathered  all  the  plate,  valuables  generally,  and  merchandise 
they  could,  or  thought  convenient  to  cr.rry  away.  "The  Spaniards  who  had  anything  left 
had  hid  it  carefully;  but  the  unsatisfied  pirates,  not  content  with  the  riches  they  had  got, 
sought  for  more  goods  and  merchandise,  not  sparing  those  who  lived  in  the  fields,  such  as 
hunters  and  planters.  They  had  scarce  been  eighteen  days  on  the  place  when  the  greater 
part  of  the  prisoners  died  of  hunger;  for  in  the  town  there  were  few  provisions,  especially 
of  llesh,  though  they  had  some,  but  no  sufllcient  cpiantit\'  of  Hour,  and  this  the  pirates 
had  taken  for  themselves,  as  they  also  took  the  swine,  cows,  and  poultry,  without  allowing 
any  share  to  the  poor  prisoners;  for  these  they  only  provided  some  small  quantity  of  mule's 
and  ass's  flesh;  and  many  who  could  not  oat  of  tliat  loath' "mo  provision  died  of  hunger, 
their  stomachs  not  being  accustomed  to  such  sustenance.     Only  some  women  wore  allowed 
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lu'tter  c'hocr,  but  not  for  tlio  best  rpasnns."  Of  <li(>  inisdiipr.'^,  many  also  died  under  tlic 
tortures  siislaiucil  to  luakc  tlicm  yivc  up  tlwir  nioucy  or  jewels;  uiauy  diel,  accord intvly, 
who  jxisscsscd  ui'itlii'r,  or  woidil   uot   admit    tlie  facts. 

After  having''  l)eeu  iu  posx-ssiuM  of  the  town  four  entire  weekn,  they  scut  four  nf 
tlieir  ])ris()U('rs  to  the  Spaniards  that  were  lli'd  to  the  wooils,  deuiaudiujif  of  tlieiu  a  ransom 
of  I II, (1(1(1  pii'ccs;  tliey  threatened  to  reduce  it  to  ashes.  The  Spaniards  were  unable  or 
iudispo-^cd  to  hrin;^  iu  a  sum  so  consi(K'rabh'  in  tlie  stipulated  time — nanu'ly,  only  two 
days — and  tlie  pirates  fired  the  town  in  several  places,  whereui'ou  the  inhahitants  he^'/^'ed  them 
to  help  to  extinguish  the  lire,  and  the  ransom  should  he  readily  |iaid.  'I'iic  pirates  ai^rced, 
but  ill  spite  of  all  tlioir  best  endeavours  one  part  of  the  town  was  ruined.  The  cliuidi 
belon^ino'  to  the  monastery  was  burned  down.  After  they  had  received  the  sum  lixed  they 
carried  on  board  ail  the  riches  they  had  g'athcred,  with  a  j^fivat  number  of  slaves  which 
had  not  ])aid  the  rans(Mn.  Thence  they  returned  to  ^laraeailio,  where  they  found  a 
general  consternation  in  the  city,  which  was  not  ([uietcd  when  they  demanded  .j(l,(l(lll  pieces 
of  ei<;'lit  to  be  broiio'lit  on  board,  or  the  inhabitants'  houses  should  be  sacked  anew. 
Meantime  the  j)iratcs  stripped  the  i^reat  chiireli  of  all  its  valuables.  At  last  a  compromise  was 
effected,  that  on  i)ayment  of  ;Jil,(l''i*  pieces  (d'  ei^ht,  and  .")(l(l  cows,  the  pirates  woultl  depail 
peaceably.  I'oth  these  demands  ii-'is'.n'  ]'aid,  the  lleet  set  .sail.  But  tiireo  days  afterwanU, 
the  townspeople's  fears  were  renewed  at  scini^  the  pirates  appear  aji;'ain,  and  re-enter  the 
port  with  all  their  ships.  Their  alarm  subsided  wlieii  they  found  that  the  pirates  only 
recpured  a  jiilot  to  take  them  over  the  bar  and  banks  at  the  entrance  of  the  liake 
of  .Maracaibo. 

At  ilispaniola  the  freebooter.'?  made  a  division  of  their  Lfains,  aeeordiniy  to  the  order  and 
rank  of  every  one.  They  found  that  they  had  considerably  over  a  ijiiitrlcr  (if  a  tiiiU'ioii 
pieci's  of  eiij'ht  to  hare,  besides  any  fpiantity  of  rich  spoils.  Those  who  had  been 
wounded  received  their  proportion  for  the  loss  of  their  limbs  alter  the  lirst  o^eueral  division. 
Then  they  wcii,''hcd  the  plate,  allowinjj^  ten  pieces  of  ei<^ht  (ten  dollars)  to  a  i)ound.  Tin; 
jewels  were  freciuently,  no  doubt,  either  greatly  over-valued  or  under-valued  by  reason  of 
their  io'iioraiwe.  This  done,  e\ery  one  was  juit  to  his  oath  again  that  he  had  not  concealed 
anything  from  the  rest  or  smuggled  anything  from  tli(!  common  stock.  The  shares  of 
those  who  had  died  iu  battle  or  otherwise  were  carefully  given  to  the  proi)er  relatives 
or  friends — honour  among  thieves  with  a  vengeance  !  The  dividends  having  l)een  arranged, 
they  started  for  Tortuga,  where  these  iiniircniij'  /-/r/tr-^  were  received  with  great  rejoicings. 
Two  l''reuch  ships,  laden  with  wine  and  brandy,  &^e.,  had  arrived  shortly  before,  and  these 
liquors  wore  comparatively  cheap  when  the  pirates  sailed  into  harbour;  a  week  or  two 
afterwards  prices  had  increased  wonderfully,  and  the  larger  part  of  the  bucauiers  had  not 
a  dollar  to  bless  themselves  wherewith.  The  governor  of  the  island  purchased  a  ship-load  of 
cocoa  from  them  for  about  a  twentieth  part  of  its  worth;  and  in  a  week  or  two  the 
tavern-keepers,  gamblers,  and  loafers,  had  accpiired  a  good  jiroportion  of  the  riches,  so  hardly 
and  bravely,  albeit  so  dishonestly,  earned. 

Lolonois  was  now  the  great  man  of  Tortuga,  as  he  brought  wealth  to  the  town, 
and  all  men  flocked  to  his  standard  ;  he  luul  no  dilliculty  in  obtaining  all  the  volunteers 
lie  desired.      lie   resolved,  therefore,    on    another   voyage   to   Nicaragua,   that    comitry,   as 
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the  render  may  <  reniindt-  whi'li  'ujer  Aw^  iuis  \»v  •.  the  fcene  of  the  expli>i(>  uT 
Walker  the  lilihnster,  and  which  m,'  Kite  da'  -^W  a  |ii  mlleMt  place  in  the  eyes  cC  the 
World  in  connection  with  the  ^rr;it  ip  f'iin:il  meen  the  Atlaiilie  and  I'acilic,  llavin;;- 
pronud^ated  his  new  projfi"annn<',  ne  >-even  midred  men  enrolled  tlieniselvcs  iniiler 
him.  Of  tiiese  he  put  ahout  three  hiiKdn"!  on  :'•.  «^real  prize  wliii)  he  took  at  Maracailio, 
and  the  rest  on  live  smaller  vessels,  fancy  an  expedition  of  sc'Ven  Inindred  men  starling 
oil  such  an  errand,  even    in   these  days!      Wlia'    I'.arin   niinht   tiiey  not    aeeom])lisli  ? 

The   expedition   heiny    ready,    Jiolunni^    proceeded    to    a  port    in    Jli.  janioja    to    take    in 
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jn'ovisions,  and  afterwards  to  Matainana,  on  the  south  coast  of  Cuha,  where  he  intended 
to  rob  the  jioor  turtle-luinfers  of  their  canoes.  They  captured  as  many  as  they  wanted, 
to  the  sorrow  of  their  owners,  hut  to  their  own  hatislaction,  as  they  were  always  nselnl 
in  shallow  waters,  and  the  j)ort  to  whicli  they  were  directiny'  their  oour.se  came  under 
that  catei'i'ory.  Hence  they  steered  for  the  ("ape  (Jracias  a  J)ios,  and  bein<>'  at  sea  were 
becalmed  for  a  lon<»'  while,  and  were  carried  by  the  currents  into  the  Gulf  of  Honduras. 
The  ship  which  carried  the  commander  of  the  expedition  could  not  keej)  up  with  tlu- 
rest,  and  what  was  worse,  they  were  runniny  sliort  of  provisions,  so  that  they  werj 
obliged  to  send  their  canoes  to  the  river  Xayua,  where  there  were  a  nuudier  of 
Indians,  whom  they  first  killed.  After  tliat.  as  a  mere  matter  of  sec(mdary  importance, 
they  thought  it  no  harm  to  carry  oil'  the  hoys,  hens,  and  millet,  of  their  settlemci.ts, 
which  were  found  in  aliundance.  They  resolved  further  to  remain  there  till  the  bad 
weather  was  over,  and  pillage  all  the  villages  and  towns  on  the  coast  of  the  gulf,  but 
were   not   particularly   successful    till   they   came    to    Puerto    Cavallo.     Here   the    Spaniards 
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Iiiul  two  sforohoiiHOfl,  wlicn*  (ln'v  kepi  tlir  iinnliico  of  lln'  cnunlry  till  llic  niriviil  i>l'  tlii'ir 
Nliips.  'I'licro  was  tlicii  in  tlic  ii'ut  a  Spanish  ship  dl"  tvvcnty-rotir  (tuuh  and  sixltt'ii  pctlrcroH, 
or  innrtar-pii'CiN.  'I'liis  ship  was  iinnuMliatcly  seized  by  the  pirates,  am!  Ilie  (\vn  sloivhoUHOi 
luiriiecl  witli  all  flie  rest  ol.'  the  houses  (here.  Many  nl'  the  inhaliitants  were  iiiade  prisoners, 
and  they  cointnitted  upon  them  the  most  iidiiiman  ernelties  that  ever  heatheUM  invented, 
pnttino;  them  to  the  eniellest  tortures  they  could  devise.  "  It  was  the  oustom  of  Ijolonois 
tliat,  havin;;'  tormonted  persons  not  eonressinff,  lie  woidd  instantly  cut  them  in  pieeen  with 
his  hano'er,  and  pull  out  their  ton^nies,  desirinj,''  to  do  so,  if  jiossihle,  to  every  Spaniard 
in  the  world.  It  oi'teii  happened  that  Home  of  these  miserahle  prisoners,  hein^;'  forced  \>y  the 
rack,  Would  promise  to  discover  the  place  where  the  fugitive  Spanianls  lay  hid,  which  not 
l)ein<^  aide  afterwards  to  perform,  they  were  put  to  inoro  cruel  deaths  than  they  who 
were  dead  before. 

"The  i)risonors  heinj,'  all  dead  hut  two  (whom  they  roBcrved  to  show  them  what  tlioy 
desired),  they  marched  hence  to  the  town  of  San  I'edro,  or  St.  I'eter,  ten  or  twelve  lea}»'U0H 
from  Puerto  Cuvallo,  bein;;'  three  hunilred  men  whom  Lolonois  led,  leavilm'  behind  him 
Closes  Nan  \'in,  his  lieutenant,  to  yovern  the  rest  in  his  absi'nce.  Ueinj,''  come  three 
K'ao'ues  on  his  way,  tlu'y  met  with  a  troop  of  Si)aniards,  who  lay  in  ambuscade  for 
their  coming;  these  they  set  upon  with  all  the  coura<,'e  possible,  and  at  last  totally 
defeated,  lluwbeit,  they  behaved  themselves  very  manfully  at  first,  but  not  beinj;  able  to 
resist  the  fury  of  the  i)irales,  they  were  forced  to  jjive  way  and  save  themselves  by  llij^ht, 
leaving  many  pirates  dead  in  the  place,  some  wounded,  and  some  of  their  own  ]>arty 
maimed  by  the  way.  These  Lolonois  jmt  to  death  without  mercy,  having  asked  them 
what  (piestions  he  thought  fit  for  his  purpose." 

There  were  still  some  five  prisoners  not  wounded;  these  were  asked  by  Lolonois, 
if  any  more  Spaniards  remained  farther  on  in  and)uscado?  They  answered  there  were.  'I'hen, 
being  brought  before  him  one  by  cme,  he  asked  if  there  was  no  other  way  to  the  town 
but  that  y  this  he  did  to  avoid  those  ambuscades,  if  possible.  Hut  they  all  constantly 
answered  him  they  knew  none.  Having  asked  them  all,  and  linding  they  could  show  him 
no  other  way,  Lolonois  grow  outrageously  passionate,  so  that  he  drew  bis  cutlass,  and  with 
it  cut  open  the  breast  of  one  of  those  poor  Spaniards,  and  pidling  out  his  heart  began  to  bite 
and  gnaw  it  with  his  teeth,  like  a  ravenous  wolf,  saying  to  the  rest,  "I  will  serve  you  all 
alike  if  you  .show  me  not  another  way!"  The  poor  wretches  promised  to  show  him 
another  way,  but  averred  that  it  was  a  most- difficult  route.  lie  tried  it  and  found  that  they 
were  right.  He  was  so  exasperated  that  he  swore  the  horrible  oath — .Iforf.  Dicn,  A'.v  Expniinnh 
nil'  li'  pai/rroiil  !  Next  day  he  kept  his  word,  for  meeting  an  ambuscade  of  Spaniards,  he 
attacked  them  with  such  fury  that  few  remained  to  tell  the  tale.  The  S])aniards  hoped  by 
these  ambuscades  to  destroy  the  pirates  in  detail.  Later  he  met  another  and  a  stronger  party, 
more  advantageously  placed,  but  the  pirates  attacking  them  with  much  vigour,  and  using  fire- 
balls in  groat  numbers,  forced  the  remnant  to  tlee,  leaving  the  larger  i)art  killed  and  wounded, 
There  was  but  one  ])ath  that  letl  to  the  town,  and  tliis  was  very  well  barricaded,  while  the 
settlement  was  surrounded  by  planted  shrubs  of  a  prickly  and  pointed  nature,  ])rol)ably 
something  of  the  cactus  variety.  The  Spaniards,  jiosted  behind  their  defences,  plied  the 
l)irates   with   their  artillery,  and  were    answered    with  showers  of  tire- balls;  the  latter  were 
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for  tho  prem'iil  iniahlc  to  advance.  A  xeeund  atfaeli  wan  made,  tho  piraton'  orders  hein<^ 
not  to  lire  until  very  elose  to  the  enemy;  and  in  this  they  were  Hueeessl'ul,  as  every  shot 
told.  The  eonllict  continued  ra;^iny  till  ni),dit,  when  the  .Spaniardn  hoisted  the  white  lla;f 
itnil  ite^ircd  to  parley,  the  only  conditions  they  ropiired  lioin^  that  \\w  pirates  siioidd  ^;ive 
th(!  itdialiilants  (piarter  t'oi'  two  iioni's.  This  was  a  /v/v  to  enable  tlii'ui  to  cariN  olV  and 
hide  their  vahialiles.  (iranting  this  ie(|uest,  the  pirates  inarelh^l  into  the  town,  ancl 
coiitiuiii'd  there  the  two  Imurs  without  eonunillinL>'  tho  least  outrage;  but  tho  time  past, 
IjoIiiuoIn  niilered  that  the  inhabitants  should  be  i'ollowed,  robbed  (d'  all  they  had  oarriid 
awav,  and  uiaile  prisontTrf.  Tlioy  iiad  sucooedod,  howexcr,  know  iui;' the  eouutrN,  in  makin;; 
such  ;;nod  \ise  of  iheir  time  that  the  pirates  could  oidy  capture  a  lew  sacks  of  indiH:o. 
llaviny  remained  there  a  low  days,  committing;  all  kinds  of  outnyos  and  stoalint;'  all  they 
could,  lliev  returned  to  tho  coast,  rejoinin;;'  some  id"  their  (MUipaiiions,  who  had  been  enyajfed 
in  roiil)iuy  the  poor  lishormeu  ol'  the  coast,  and  others  who  came  from  (iuatonnila.  A 
vessel  from  S])ain  was  daily  oxpectod  to  arrivt!  olT  this  river,  and  they  left  two  caiioi's 
to  attack  her,  whilst  they  went  over  to  some  islands  on  the  other  side  of  the  yuli'  to  <iU'een 
and  cleanse  their  ships  and  obtain  provisions,  they  knowing  well  that  tiu'tle  abounded.  'I'hey 
iiUn  made  a  nuudier  of  ropes  and  nets  I'roui  the  rind  of  tln^  niacoa-tree,  ami  obtaiiu'd  a 
((nantity  of  a  kind  of  bitumen  or  pitch,  useful  on  board  ship.  In  >hort,  these  islands  would 
Hoem  to  su|iply  nearly  all  that  was  rei[uircd  for  tho  soannin's  use. 

Tho  pirates,  haviny  been  in  tho  y'uU'  three  months,  rei'cived  atlvice  that  the  expected 
Spanish  ship  hail  arrivoil,  and  hastened  to  tho  spot  where  she  lay  unloading  her  merchandise. 
They  had  previously  sent  away  some  of  the  boats  to  seek  f  i-  a  smaller  vessel,  also  expected, 
richly  laden  with  plate,  indi^^o,  and  oochinoal.  ^loanwhile  tho  ship's  crew,  expoctino-  nn 
attack,  hail  pn  pai'od  for  a  edod  dofonco.  lier  armanent  consisted  of  forty-two  nuns,  and 
she  had  on  board  one  hundred  and  thirty  well-armed  men.  Lolonois  simply  laiiohed  at 
all  this,  and  assaulted  them  with  j^'reat  coui'a<;e.  His  own  ship  hatl  but  twenty-two  "•uns, 
Tho  Spaniards  behaved  excellently,  and  forced  the  i>iratos  to  retire  momentarily,  but  Lolonois 
was  still  eipial  to  the  occasion.  Takinj^'  advanlao'oof  the  dense  smoke  caused  by  tho  bad  powder 
of  those  days,  ho  a^ain  attacked  the  ship,  boanled  her  from  all  sides,  and  I'orceil  the  Spaidards 
to  surrender.  They  were  considerably  chai;'rined  to  lind  that  their  iioht  had  been  almost  for 
nothing;" — i)iratically  considered — for  they  fouml  on  board  little  more  than  lii'ty  bars  of  iron, 
a  small  parcel  of  paper,  and  some  earthen  jars  of  wine. 

Lolonois  now  called  a  council  of  war,  and  stated  that  he  was  bound  for  Ciiiatomala.  A 
division  of  opinion  immediately  arose,  and  he  was  especially  '.,iposed  by  some  of  tho  men  who 
were  but  "  o-roen  hands"  in  tho  art  of  j)iracy,  and  who  had  expected  loui,'-  ere  this  to  have 
become  wealthy,  or,  as  the  chronicler  puts  it,  had  expected  "  that  pieces  of  eioht  wore 
ffathored  as  easy  as  ])oars  from  a  tree."  ^Eany  of  these  immediately  seceded  and  loft  tho 
tloot,  returning'  home  as  best  they  mio'jit.  Another  section  averred  that  they  would  rather 
starve  than  return  without  plenty  of  i)rizo  money.  The  major  i)art  did  not  approve  of  tho 
proposed  voya<»'e,  and  sojiarated  from  Lolonois  and  his  adherents.  Their  rin<>'-loailer.-^,  Moses 
A'ancloin  and  Pierre  lo  Pieanl,  on  tho  vo^-age  homo,  i)illao'ed  a  town  in  Costa  Kioa,  but  only 
jjained  some  seven  or  eiyht  j)ounds  of  native  gold. 

Lolonois,  thus  deserted  by  the  larg'er  number  of  his  companions,  remained  alone  in  tho 
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(iull'  nl'  Ilonduriis,  where  all  suiVerecl  severely  I'min  want  of  provisions.  Roast  monkey  was 
their  main  snstenanee.  At  last,  near  ("ape  Graeias  a  Dios,  his  ship  struck  on  a  sandbank 
near  the  little  island,  one  oi"  the  ^^roiip  named  l)e  lus  Puerlas,  and  altlioui^h  they  threw 
overboard  the  I'uns,  iron,  and  other  wciyhty  thin<i;'s  on  the  shi}),  she  stuck  fast,  and  no 
art  coid<l  remove  her.  They  were  forced  to  break  her  up,  and  build  themselves  a  boat  to 
<,'et  away.  The  islands  were  inhabited  by  some  Indians,  who  are  described  as  beintj  very 
tall  and  nimble,  running  as  last  as  a  fleet  horse,  and  enormously  strong;  "at  diving 
also,"  says  the  chronicler,  "  they  are  very  dexterous  and  hardy.  From  the  bottom  of  the  sea  I 
saw  them  take  up  an  anchor  ot:  six  hundred-weight,  tying  a  cable  to  it  with  great  dexterity, 
and  pulling  it  from  a  rock."  Their  arms  were  of  wood,  and  in  place  of  iron  points  crocodiles' 
teeth  were  often  iised.  They  had  jdantations  of  bananas,  potatoes,  and  other  fruits  and 
vegetables.  They  occasionally  indulged  in  cannibalism.  Two  of  the  men,  a  Frenchman  and 
a  Spaniard,  went  into  iho  woods,  where  they  lost  themselves.  A  party  of  Indians  pursued 
them.  They  defended  themselves  with  their  swords,  but  were  at  last  forced  to  ilec;  the  nimbler 
of  the  two,  the  Frenchman,  escajjcd,  but  the  Spaniard  was  taken.  Some  days  after,  twelve 
well-armed  pirates,  conducted  by  the  above-mentioned  Frenchman,  reached  the  place  where  the 
Spaniard  had  been  left.  Here  they  found  the  evidences  that  the  Indians  had  camped  and 
made  a  lire,  and  at  a  small  distance  discovered  a  man's  bones  well  roasted,  and  with  shreds 
of  llesh,  ill  scraped  oiV,  adhering  to  them.  A  human  hand,  with  but  two  lingers  remaining,  was 
also  found,  and  liiey  could  only  conclude  that  these  were  the  last  of  the  poor  Spaniard,  as 
he  was  never  heard  of  again. 

Their  boat  was  now  llnished,  and  they  determined  to  make  for  the  river  of  Nicaragua. 
She  could  not  hold  the  number,  and  to  avoid  disputes  they  cast  lots  who  should  go  or  stay, 
liolonois  and  half  his  men  embarked  in  the  long-boat  and  in  the  skilf  which  they  had  before, 
tlie  other  half  remaining  ashore.  At  the  river  of  Nicaragua  that  ill-fortune  assailed  the  i)irate 
leader  which  of  long  time  had  been  reserved  for  him  as  a  punishment  due  to  the  multitude  of 
horrible  crimes  committed  in  his  wicked  and  licentious  life.  Here  he  met  with  both  Spaniards 
iuid  Indians,  who,  jointly  setting  upon  him  and  his  companions,  were  killed  on  the  place. 
Lulonois  witli  those  that  remained  alive,  had  much  ado  to  escape  aboard  their  boats;  yet, 
notwithstanding  this  great  loss,  he  resolved  not  to  return  to  those  he  had  left  at  the  Isle  of 
I'uertas  without  taking  some  boats  such  as  he  sought.  To  this  effect  he  determined  to  go  on 
to  the  coasts  of  Cu'thagena  ;  but  "God  Almighty,"  says  Esquemeling — "the  time  of  His 
divine  justice  being  now  come— had  a]ipointed  the  Indians  of  Darien  to  be  the  instruments 
and  executioners  thereof.  These  Indians  of  Darien  were  esteemed  as  bravoes,  or  wild  savage 
Indians,  by  the  neighbouring  Spaniards,  who  never  could  civilise  them.  Hither  Lolonois 
came  (brought  by  his  evil  conscience  that  cried  for  punishment),  thinking  to  act  his  cruelties; 
but  the  Indians,  within  a  few  days  after  his  arrival,  took  him  prisoner,  and  tore  him  in 
pieces  alive,  throwing  his  body  limb  by  limb  into  the  lire,  and  his  ashes  into  the  air,  that 
110  trace  or  memory  might  remain  of  such  an  infamous,  inhuman  creature.  One  of  his 
companions  gave  me  an  exact  account  of  the  tragedy,  affirmin.T*  that  himself  had  escaped 
the  same  punishment  with  the  greatest  difliculty.  lie  believed  also  that  many  of  his  comrades 
who  were  taken  in  that  encounter  by  those  Indians  were,  as  their  cruel  captain,  torn  in 
pieces  and  burnt  alive.     Thus  ends  the  history,  the  life,  and  miserable  death  of  that  infernal 
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wretch  Lolonois,  who,  full  of  horrid,  execrable,  and  enormous  deeds,  :uul  delitor  to  so  much 
innocent  blood,  died  by  cruel  and  butcherly  hands,  such  as  his  own  were  in  the  course  of 
his  life."  Those  that  remained  on  the  island  l)e  las  I'ucrtas  waiting-  b.r  their  comiKinions' 
return  were  later  taken  olf  on  the  ship  of  another  pirate.  The  united  crews,  now  in  nund>or 
500,  made  for  the  river  at  Gracias  a  Dios,  which  they  entered  in  canoes.  They  took  little 
provision,  cxi)eetin<;^  to  "  lind  " — in  the  pirate's  meaning-,  steal — plenty  ashore.  In  this 
the\  were  disappointed,  Ibr  the  Indians  had  got  notice  of  their  coming-,  and  had  lied.  They 
were  thus  reduced  to  extreme  necessity  and  hunger,  and  a  few  green  herbs  formed  their  only 
sustenance.  After  a  laborious  search  in  the  woods  for  food,  during  which  time  they  were 
reduced  to  eat  their  own  boots  and  the  leather  sheaths  of  their  swords  and  knives,  and  at 
whicli  period  they  also  vowed  to  sacrifice  any  Indians  they  mig-ht  meet  to  appease  their  own 
i.j'.prlites — which,  fortunately  for  the  Indians,  did  not  happen — their  courage  oozed  out,  and 
they  rclurned  to  the  ships.  Tlie  greater  part  of  them  subsccpiently  perished  from  hunger  and 
exhaustion,  or  in  the  same  manner  as  had  their  commander  Lolonois  not  long  before. 

And  now  to  the  deeds  of  another  famous  freebooter,  "  who,"  as  Kstiuemcling'  says,  "  may 
deservedly  be  called  the  second  Lolonois,  not  being  unlike  or  inferior  to  him  cilher  in 
achievements  against  the  Spaniards  or  in  robberies  of  many  innocent  people."  The  notorious 
pirate  Captain  ^lorgau  now  apjwars  upon  the  scene. 
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CHAFrEK    III. 

The  Pikates  and  IJtcAxiEHs  {nn/ ////// /'/J). 

The  .Second  Lolonois— Captain  Henry  llnrffan— His  liixl  S\ieeessc8-A  Pinitc  Fleet  of  Seven  Hnndrcd  Men— Allaik  on  a 
Cuban  Town— Morgan's  Form -Not  to  be  liealen-  Puerto  Hello  Morgan's  Strategy- The  Castle  taken  Kxlrava- 
(?ant  Demands- The  (Jovernor  of  I'unauia  Derided— Return  to  .Taniaiea -'riieir  Dissi|)ation— A  Fresh  Start  - 
JIaraeaibo  retaken -A  Chanee  for  (iuy  Fawkes  -  Gibrallar  attain  I'ruel  Tortures  iulliited  on  Prisoners  - 
Horrible  lirulaMliea- Arrival  of  a  Sjianish  Kloel  Jlor^au's  lusoleuce— Letter  from  the  Spanish  Admiral— "To  the 
Death!" 

Captaix  IIexhy  ]\IoiiOA\  was  born  in  Wales;  his  father  was  in  easy  circumstances,  as 
many  who  boar  that  name  in  Wtilcs  were  and  are  known  to  lie.  ]\lorgiin,  when  young-, 
had  no  inclimition  for  the  calling  of  his  father,  and  then  fore  left  the  country  and  came 
to  the  sea-coast,  to  seek  some  other  em]dovm('iil  more  suitable  to  his  aspirations.  lie 
volunteered  on  board  a  vessel  bo.ind  for  IJarbadoes,  the  captain  of  which,  according  to  the 
frerpient  practice  of  those  times,  sold  him  as  soon  as  he  went  ashore.  "  lie  served  his 
time  at  Barbadoes,  and,  obtaining  his  liberty,  betook  himself  to  Jamaica,  there  to  seek  new 
fortunes.  Here  he  found  two  vessels  of  pirates  ready  to  go  to  sea;  tind  being  destitute 
of  employment  he  went  with  them,  with  intent  to  follow  the  exercises  of  that  sort  of 
people;  and  he  soon  learnt  their  mode  of  living  so  exactly  that,  having  performed  three 
or  four  voyages  with  prolit  and  success,  he  agreed  with  some  of  his  comrades,  who  had 
got  by  the  same  voyages  a  little  money,  (o  j<iin  stocks  and  buy  a  ship.  The  vessel  beiiia- 
bought  they  unanimously  chose  him  caj)taiii  and  commander." 
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Willi  lliis  sliip  ho  left  Janiiiiea,  ami  oil'  tlie  coast  of  Campocliy  took  scvenil  ])ri/.os,  with 
whioli  ho  rotunictl  Iriuniphaiitly.  IIo  iioxt  mot  an  old  pinito,  Mansvolt  hy  iianiOj  w  iio  was 
tiioii  eng'ajji'eil  in  f'onniiin'  and  manning  a  lioet,  and  wiio  oH'orod  Morgan  tho  post  ofc'  vice- 
adniiral  in  his  oxj)odition,  which  tho  latter  accoj)tcd.  There  was  no  nonsenso  abont  the  piracy 
of  those  days  ;  for  wo  road  that  tho  rrool)ootors'  iloet  consisted  of  no  loss  than  lif'teen  vessels, 
great  and  small,  manned  by  oUII  advontnrors.  They  first  proceodod  to  tho  Isle  of  8t.  Catherine, 
near  the  coast  of  Costa  Jlica,  where  they  landed  most  of  their  men,  and  soon  "  forced  all  the 
forts  and  castles  thereof,"  which  they  instantly  demolished,  oxoojit  one,  which  they  garrisoned 
with  ilXI  mon  of  their  own,  and  all  t lie  slaves  taken  from  the  Spaniards.  With  the  rest  oi" 
their  forces  they  proceeded  to  a  loighbonriiii''  island,  so  close,  indeed,  that  in  a  few  days  they 
madt'  a  bridge  and  carried  over  ivll  the  captured  ordnance.  Having  ruined  with  fire  and  sword 
both  tho  islands,  they  put  to  sea  again  with  tho  intention  of  pillaging  all  tho  towns  and  vil- 
lages on  tho  coast  of  Costa  Rica.  The  (Jovernor  of  Panama  learned  of  these  i)roceedings,  and 
made  pro|iarations  to  meet  the  pirates,  wliicli  fact  they  also  learnid,  and  so  they  retired,  linding 
the  whole  country  was  alarmed.  They  returned  to  St.  Catherine,  where  the  governor  whom 
they  had  loft  in  charge — a  Frenchmim,  Lc  Sicur  Simon  by  name — had  made  good  use  of 
his  charge  by  putting  tho  greater  island  in  an  excellent  state  of  defence,  while  he  had 
cultivated  the  lesser  one  to  such  an  extent  that  ho  was  able  to  re-victual  the  fleet.  ]\Iansvolt 
was  very  much  l)ont  on  keeping  tiiese  islands,  as  they  wore  ceiueuiontly  situated  for  i)iracy, 
ami  easily  dol'ondod.  Ho  laid  the  matter  before  the  (Jovernor  of  Jamaica,  who  rejected  his 
plans.  He  then  pro<'eeded  to  Tortuga  for  volunteers  to  man  the  island  with  supplies,  but 
here  death  put  an  end  (o  his  wicked  life,  leaving  all  things  in  suspense.  Tho  new  Governor 
of  Costa  Rica  did  not  approve  of  the  islands  remaining  in  the  hands  of  pirates  ;  but  before 
taking  action  offered  easy  terms  to  Le  Sieur  Simon,  promising  him  good  reward  should  he 
give  them  up.     Tho  latter,  alter  some  small  show  of  resistance,  delivered  them  u])  to  Spain. 

Captain  Morgan  was  now  entirely  in  command  of  tho  pirate  fleet,  and  had  under  ];is 
command  no  less  than  700  mon,  part  English  and  part  French,  on  twelve  vessels.  A  council 
was  called,  and  some  recommended  an  attempt  on  the  City  of  Havannah,  while  others, 
who  had  boon  prisoners  there,  thought  it  useless  to  try  any  such  scheme  with  less  than 
1,50(1  men.  They  finally  resolved  to  attack  the  town  of  I'^l  Puerto  del  Principe,  an  iidand 
town  of  Cuba,  tolerably  near  the  coast,  where  the  inhabitants  were  wt'althy,  and  had  never 
yet  boon  attacked  by  the  pirates.  They  made  sail,  steering  toward  tho  C(jast  nearest  that 
town.  At  a  ba)'  named  El  Puerto  del  Santa  Maria,  a  Spanish  ])risonor  on  board  the  fleet 
swam  ashore  by  night,  and  succeeded  in  reaching  the  threatened  town,  where  he  gave  the 
inhabitants  information  of  tho  coming  attack,  and  they,  of  course,  immediately  began  to 
hide  and  carry  away  their  riches  and  movables.  The  governor  immediately  enrolled  all 
the  males  of  the  town,  about  800,  and  posted  part  of  them  in  a  position  where  l>y  necessity 
tho  pirates  must  pass,  while  ho  made  other  proparati'-ns  for  hindering  them,  by  cutting 
down  trees  and  lading  them  across  the  roads.  He  jjlaccd  ambuscade  parties  with  cannon 
to  harass  them  on  their  march. 

"  Captain  ^lorgan  with  his  mon  now  on  the  march  found  the  avenues  to  the  town 
impassable;  hereupon  they  took  their  way  through  the  wood,  traversing  it  with  groat 
diliiculty,   where) )y  they  escaped  divers  ambuscades;    at  last  they   came   to  tho  place  from 
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if^'  {"ijruYc  called  hy  the  Spaniards  La  Savanna,  or  the  Sheet.  The  governor  seeing'  them 
come,  detached  a  tToop  of  h.M'so  to  charj^e  them  in  the  front,  thiidiing  to  disperse  them, 
and  to  pursue  them  with  his  main  hody;  hut  this  desij^n  succeeded  not,  for  the  pirates 
marched  in  very  good  order  at  the  sound  of  their  drums,  and  willi  llyiii;j^  colours.  Cominy 
near  the  horse,  they  drew  into  a  semicircle,  and  so  advanced  towards  the  Spaniards,  who 
charged  them  vehemently  for  a  wliiie  ;  hut  the  pirates  heing  very  dexterous  at  their  arms, 
and  their  governor  and  many  of  their  companions  heing  killed,  they  retreated  towards  the 
wood,  to  save  themselves  with  more  advantage;  hut  before  they  could  rea(;h  it  most  of 
them  were  killed.  Thus  they  left  the  victory  to  these  new-come  enemies,  who  had  no 
ronsiderahle  loss  of  men  in  the  hattle,  and  hut  very  few  wounded.  The  skirmish  lasted 
four  hours;  after  which  they  entered  the  town,  not  without  very  great  resistance  of  such  as 
were  within,  who  defended  themselves  as  long  as  possible,  and  many  seeing  the  enemy  in 
the  town  sliut  themselves  up  in  their  own  houses  and  thence  made  several  shots  upon  the 
liirates,  who  tliercFore  threatened  them,  saying,  'If  yon  surrender  not  voluntarily,  yon  shall 
soon  see  the  town  in  a  llame,  and  your  wives  and  children  torn  in  pieces  before  your  faces.' 
Upon  these  menaces,  the  Spaniards  submitted  to  the  discretion  of  the  pirates,  believing 
they  could  not  continue  there  long." 

As  soon  as  the  pirates  had  captured  the  town,  they  imprisoned  all  the  Spaniards — men, 
women,  children,  and  slaves — in  several  churches,  and  pillaged  all  the  goods  they  could 
find.  They  then  searched  the  eountr}'  round  about,  bringing  in  daily  prisoners,  goods,  and 
provision.  ""With  this  tlu-y  fell  to  making  great  cheer,  after  their  old  custom,  without 
remembering  the  poor  prisoners,  whom  they  let  starve  in  the  churches,  though  they  tormented 
them  ihiily  and  inhumanly  to  make  them  confess  where  they  had  hid  their  goods,  money, 
kc,  though  little  or  nothing  was  left  them;  not  sparing  the  women  and  children;  giving 
them  nothing  to  eat,  whereby  the  greater  part  perished. 

"  Pillage  and  ])rovisions  growing  scarce,  they  thought  convenient  to  depart  and  seek 
new  fortunes  in  other  places.  They  told  the  prisoners  they  should  find  money  to  ransom 
themselves,  or  else  they  should  all  be  transported  to  Jamaica;  and  beside,  if  they  did  not 
pay  a  second  ransom  for  the  town,  they  woidd  burn  every  house  to  the  ground."  The 
Spaniards  hereupon  nominated  among  themselves  four  fellow-prisoners  to  go  and  seek  for 
the  above-named  contributions;  but  the  pirates,  to  the  intent  they  should  return  ])resently 
with  those  ransoms,  tormented  several  cruelly  i>i  their  presence  before  they  dt'parted.  After 
a  few  days  the  Spaniards  retm-ned,  telling  Captain  IMorgan,  "We  have  run  n\\  and  down 
and  searched  all  the  neighbouring-  woods  and  places  we  most  suspected,  and  yet  have  not 
been  al)le  to  tind  any  of  our  own  party,  nor  consequently  any  fruit  of  our  embassy;  but  if 
you  are  pleased  to  have  a  little  longer  patience  with  us,  we  shall  certainly  cause  all  that 
you  demand  within  lifteen  days;"  which  Captain  Morgan  granted.  But  not  long  after, 
tliere  came  into  the  town  seven  or  eight  pirati>s  who  had  been  ranging  in  the  woods  and 
fields,  and  got  considerable  booty.  Those  brought,  amongst  other  priscniers,  a  negro,  whom 
they  had  taken  with  letters.  Captain  ^Morgan  having  perused  them,  found  they  were  from 
the  fiovernor  of  Santa  lago,  being  written  to  some  of  the  prisoners,  wherein  he  told  them  : — 
"They  should  not  make  too  much  haste  to  pay  any  ransom  for  their  town  or  persons  ot 
any  other  pretext ;    but,  on  the  contrary,  they  sliotdd  j)ut  oil'  the  pirates  as  well  as  they 
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coiiIJ  with  excuses  and  ilolavs,  expoct:n<;  to  bo  n.'liovecl  by  him  in  a  short  time,  wiicn  thoy 
would  certainly  come  to  their  aid."  Uj)ou  this  intdlig'ence,  Captain  Morj^'an  (irdcrcd  all 
their  plunder  to  be  carried  aboard;  and  withal,  he  told  the  Spaniards  that  the  very  next 
day  they  should  pay  their  ransoms,  lor  he  would  not  wait  a  moment  longer,  but  reduce  the 
whole  town  to  ashes  if  they  failed  of  the  sum  he  demanded. 

"  With  this  intimation  Captain  ]\Iori;'an  maile  no  mention  of  the  letters  ho  had  inter- 
cepted. They  answered — '  That  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  <rivo  such  a  sum  of  money 
in  so  short  a  space  of  time,  seeiufy  their  fellow-townsmen  were  nut  to  be  found  in  all  the 
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country  thereabouts/  Captain  Morgan  knew  full  well  their  intentions,  but  thought  it  not 
convenient  to  stay  there  any  longer,  demanding  only  of  them  500  oxen  or  cows,  with 
sufficient  salt  to  powder  them,  with  this  condition,  that  they  should  carry  them  on  board 
his  ships.  Thus  he  departed  with  all  his  men,  taking  with  him  only  six  of  the  principal 
prisoners  as  ])lodges.  Xext  day  the  Spaniards  brought  the  cattle  and  salt  to  the  ships, 
and  required  the  prisoners ;  but  Captain  ^Morgan  refused  to  deliver  thom  till  they  had 
helped  his  men  to  kill  and  salt  the  beeves.  This  was  performed  in  great  haste,  he  not 
caring  to  stay  there  any  longer,  lest  he  should  bo  surprised;  and  having  received  all  on 
board,  he  liberated  the  hostages." 

Captain  Morgan  was  hardly  to  bo  disconcerted  by  any  defection  on  the  part  of  his  late 
allies,  and  ho  therefore  immediately  rallied  his  remaining  men,  who  swore  to  stick  by  him 
to  death.  Another  pirate  captain  joined  him,  and  in  a  few  days  he  had  collected  a  fleet  of 
nine  sail,  manned  by  four  hundred  and  sixty  lighting  men.     ^lorn-^m  immediately  steered  for 
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the  t'dust  of  Costa  Rifa,  keepiiiy  his  intt'iHlal  plan  of  ai'tioii  (.'lust'ly  lockoil  witliiu  his  cwii 
bosom. 

The  hiiul  was  now  in  siyht,  and  a  eouniil  of  war  was  calkd.  .Mor^'an  informed  his 
company  that  ho  intended  to  i)!nnder  Puerto  Ik'llo  \)y  niglit,  and  put  ihe  whole  eity  to  the 
sack.  lie  reealleil  to  them  tiie  I'aet  that  lie  had  kept  the  matter  entirely  seeret,  and  that 
his  vietims  eould  therefore  have  lunl  no  notiee.  Some  tlKiu^ht  that  tlu'y  had  not  a  sullieieiit 
nnmher  of  men  to  sneeessfully  attaek  the  town.  Mnro-an's  answer  was  eharaeteristie.  "  If 
onr  nnmljers  are  small/'  said  he,  "our  hearts  are  yreat,  and  the  fewer  persons  we  are,  the 
more  union,  and  the  better  shares  we  shall  have  in  the  >poil."     The  attaek  was  settled. 

The  eity  or  town  of  Puerto  Bello  was  in  those  days  one  of  the  strongest  of  the  .'^[lanish 
main,  or  West  Indian  isles,  Ilavainiah  ami  Cartha^'ena  alone  out-rankiny  it.  Tw^  I'orts 
defended  the  entrance  to  its  harbour;  it  had  a  yarrison  of  -'jnu  soldiers;  and  was  mhaliited 
!)y  some  lUO  fan  dies.  The  merchants  did  not  "generally  reside  there,  owiui^'  to  the 
unhealthiness  of  the  climate,  but  stopped  at  Panama,  and  brou^'ht  tln;ir  commoilities  over 
at  regular  seasons,  when  the  Spanish  yalleons  or  slave-ships  were  expected.  Captain 
^Morgan,  who  knew  the  neighbouring  country  thoroughly,  anchored  his  vessels  some  little 
ilistance  fnjm  the  town  to  be  attacked,  and  leaving  a  i'ew  men  on  board  to  bring  them  into 
port  next  day,  proceeded  with  the  bulk  of  his  company  in  boats  and  canoes.  About  mid- 
night they  reached  a  place  called  Estera  longa  Lemos,  where  they  all  went  on  shore,  and 
marched  to  the  city.  They  had  with  them  an  Englishman  who  had  formerly  lieen  a 
prisoner  there,  and  he  with  three  or  four  others  contrived  to  seize  the  sentinel  before  he 
had  time  to  give  any  warning.  The  latter  was  brought  with  bis  hands  bound  to  Captain 
Morgan,  and  closely  interrogated  as  to  the  strength  of  the  jilace,  with  threats  of  death 
if  he  did  not,  si)eak  truly.  Then,  having  gathered  all  the  information  they  could,  they 
marched  up  to  the  castle  or  fort  near  the  city,  and  closely  surrounded  it.  Let  Esijuemeling 
now  describe  to  us  the  sequenct;. 

"Being  posted  under  the  walls  of  the  castle,  Captain  ^lorgan  commanded  the  sentinel 
whom  they  had  taken  prisoner  to  speak  to  those  within,  charging  them  to  sm'render  to 
his  discretion,  otherwise  they  should  all  be  cut  in  pieces  without  ipiarter.  13ut  they, 
regarding  none  of  these  threats,  began  instantly  to  lire,  which  alarmed  the  eity ;  yet,  not- 
withstanding, though  the  governor  and  soldiers  of  the  said  city  made  as  great  resistance 
as  could  be,  they  were  forced  to  surrender.  Having  taken  the  castle,  they  resolved  to  be 
as  good  as  their  words,  putting  the  Sjjaniards  to  the  sword,  thereby  to  strike  a  terror  into 
the  rest  of  the  cit}'.  Whereupon,  having  shut  \w  all  the  olfici'rs  and  soldit-rs  into  one 
room,  they  set  tire  to  the  powder  (whereof  they  found  great  ([uantity)  and  blew  up  the 
castle  into  the  air,  with  all  the  Spaniards  that  were  within.  This  done,  they  pmsneil  the 
course  of  their  victory,  falling  uj)on  the  city,  which,  as  yet,  was  not  ready  to  receive  them. 
Many  of  the  inhabitants  cast  their  i)reeious  jewels  and  money  into  wells  and  cisterns,  or 
hid  them  in  places  underground,  to  avoid  as  nuich  as  possible  being  totally  robbed.  One 
party  of  the  pirates,  being  assigned  to  this  purpose,  ran  immediately  to  the  cloisters,  and 
took  as  many  religious  men  and  women*  as  they  could  lind.     The  governor  of  the  city,  not 

*  Wherivor  "religious  lucu  uud  woiueu  "  arc  niLiitiuiu'j  iu  th(.se  uM  rt'cunls,  thf  lueaniii!/  is  priusts  ur  monks, 
and  nuns. 
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Willi.'  able  fo  rally  llu'  citizons  llii'otij^li  tlioir  yreiit  confusion,  irtired  to  one  of  tlie  castles 
ivniaininjr,  and  tiience  lireil  incessantly  at  the  pirates;  hut  these  were  not  in  tlie  hiast 
neyli;;'ent  either  to  assault  him  or  to  del'eml  themselves,  so  tiiat  amidst  the  liorror  of  the 
assault  they  made  very  few  shots  in  vain  ;  for,  aiming  with  <;Teut  dexterity  at  the  mouths 
of  the  lyuns,  the  Spaniards  were  certain  to  lose  one  or  two  men  every  time  they  charj^cd 
each  {^un  anew.  This  continued  very  furious  from  break  of  day  till  noon  ;  yea,  about  this 
time  of  day  the  case  was  very  dubious  which  party  should  conquer  or  be  eoiuiuered.  At 
last,  the  pirates  ])erceivini;'  they  had  lost  many  men,  and  yet  advanced  but  little  towards 
yaininy  either  this  or  the  other  ensiles,  made  use  of  lire-balls,  which  they  threw  with  their 
hands,  desiyniny  to  burn  the  doors  of  the  castles;  Ijut  the  Spaniards  from  the  walls  let 
fall  yreat  quantities  of  stones,  and  earthen  pots  full  of  powder  and  other  combustibles, 
which  forced  them  to  desist.  Captain  Moryaii,  seeinj;'  this  <^'enerous  defence  made  by  the 
Spaniards,  be<4'an  to  despair  of  success,  llereujxm  many  faint  and  calm  meditations  came 
into  his  mind;  neither  could  he  determine  which  way  to  turn  him  in  that  strait.  13ein<;' 
thus  puzzled  he  was  suddenly  animated  to  continue  the  assaults  by  seeinj^  English  colours 
l)iit  forth  in  one  of  the  lesser  castles,  then  entered  by  his  men,  of  whom  he  ju'esently  after- 
wards sj)ied  a  troop  coming-  to  meet  him,  proclaiming  victory  with  loud  shouts  of  joy. 
This  instantly  jjut  him  on  new  resolutions  of  taking  ihe  rest  of  the  castles,  especially 
seeing  the  chiefest  citizens  were  tied  to  them,  and  had  conveyed  thither  great  part  of  their 
riches,  with  all  the  plate  belonging  to  the  churches  an  I  divine  service. 

"To  this  elt'ect  he  ordered  ten  or  twelve  ladders  to  be  made  in  all  haste,  so  broad  that 
three  or  four  men  at  once  might  ascend  them.  These  being  finished,  he  commanded  all 
the  religions  men  and  women  whom  he  had  taken  i)risoners  to  fix  them  against  the  walls 
of  the  castle.  This  he  had  before  threatened  the  governor  to  do  if  he  delivered  not  the 
castle,  but  his  answer  was,  '  He  would  never  surrender  himself  alive. ^  Captain  ^lorgan 
was  persuaded  the  governor  wouhl  not  employ  his  armed  force,  seeing  the  religions  women 
and  ecclesiastical  persons  exposed  in  front  of  the  soldiers  to  the  greatest  danger.  Thus  the 
ladders,  as  I  have  said,  were  put  into  the  hands  of  religious  persons  of  both  sexes,  and 
these  were  forced  at  the  head  of  the  comjjanies  to  raise  and  a))ply  tliein  to  the  walls;  but 
Captain  IMorgan  was  fully  deceived  in  his  judgment,  for  the  governor,  who  acted  like  a 
brave  soldier  in  the  performance  of  his  duty,  used  his  utmost  endeavour  to  destroy  who- 
soever came  near  the  walls.  The  religious  men  and  women  ceased  not  to  cry  to  him,  and 
lK\g  of  him  by  all  the  saints  of  Heaven,  to  deliver  the  castle,  and  spare  both  his  and  their 
lives;  but  nothing  could  prevail  with  his  obstinacy  and  fierceness.  Thus,  many  of  the 
religious  men  and  nuns  were  killed  before  they  could  fix  the  ladilers,  which  at  last  being 
done,  though  with  great  loss  of  the  said  religious  people,  the  pirates  mounted  them  in 
great  numbers,  and  with  not  less  valour,  having  tire-balls  in  their  hands,  and  earthen  pots 
full  of  powder ;  all  which  things  being  now  at  the  top  of  the  walls,  they  kindled  and  cast 
in  among  the  Spaniards. 

"  This  effort  of  the  pirates  was  very  great,  inasmuch  as  the  Spaniards  could  no  longer 
resist  nor  defend  the  castle,  which  was  now  entered.  Hereupon  they  all  threw  down  their 
arms,  and  craved  quarter  for  their  lives.  Only  the  governor  would  crave  no  mercy,  but 
killed  many  of  the  pirates  with   his  own   hands,  and  not  a  few  of  his  own  soldiers,  because. 
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llu'V  would  not  stniul  to  their  arms.     And  thoiiyli  tho  pini'.os  nskrd  liiin  ii'  lie  would  liavo 


iiartor,  vot   lie  vona 


tantly 


answiTt'i 


l."I 


>\'  no  me 


in<  ;   I  would  ratlier  die  as  a  valiant  sold 


ler 


than  \h'  hanyt'tl  as  a  eowanl !  "  They  endeavoured  as  much  as  tiu-y  I'nuid  to  take  him 
prisoner,  liut  he  defended  himsell'  so  uhstinately  tliat  tiicy  were  t'oreed  to  kill  him,  Udtwitli- 
standiny;  all  the  eri/s  and  tears  of  ids  own  wile  anil  daughter,  who  Iic^'yvd  him  ou  their 
knees  to  demand  (juarter  and  sav''  his  life." 

The  pirates  now  j^ave  thenisclve.-!  up  to  all  kinds  ol'  del)auehery,  the  tfrrihlo  details 
of  which  sliall  not  disgrace  tliese  paj4'es.  The  chronicler  says  that  at  this  time  lift\  deter- 
mined men  could  easily  have  re-taken  tiie  eity.  The  I'resiilent  of  Panama  s.'nt  a  body  of 
men  to  ^he  rescue,  who  were  met  by  tiie  jjirati's  and  put  to  llij^ht.  He  later  sen*  a  mcssaf^'e 
full  of  threats,  at  whi((h  Morgan  only  laughed,  and  sent  word  that  he  would  demolish  the 
forts  and  burn  the  town  unless  he  should  immediately  receive  l(HI,(lO(l  pieces  of  eight  (ovi'r 
L:i(J,l)0(l),  and  it  was  eventually  paid.  The  (iovernor  or  President  of  Panama  was  juizzled 
to  learn  how  ll)0  men,  without  ordnance,  could  have  taken  a  town  so  well  lortilied  as  Puerto 
Ik'llo,  and  sent  to  ^Torgan,  asking  for  some  small  patterns  of  his  arms.  The  pirate  captain 
forwarded  by  the  messenger  a  pistol  and  some  small  bullets,  and  desired  the  president 
"to  accept  that  slender  jjattern  of  the  arms  wherewith  he  had  taken  Puerto  IM\'\  e.'.id  keej) 
them  a  twelvemonth;  after  which  tini"  he  promised  to  come  to  I'anama  and  fetch  them 
away."  The  governor  returned  the  presents,  sending  him  back  a  gulden  ring,  and  desiring 
him  not  to  trouble  himself  about  Panama,  as  he  might  ul)(ain  a  warmer  reception  than 
he  expected.  The  residts  of  this  expedition  comprised  a  ipiarter  of  a  million  dullars,  besides 
merchandise  in  silk,  linen,  and  cloth.  The  tavern-keepers,  traders,  and  gamblers  of  Jamaica 
reaped  the  larger  part  of  these  eriormous  gains. 

^lorg'an's  next  enterprise,  in  which  he  was  joiued  by  many  other  pirate  commamleis, 
was  against  the  already  unfortunate  city  of  Maracaibo.  A  French  pirate-ship,  carrying 
thirty-six  gnns,  was  then  at  Jamaica,  and  ^Morgan  tried  to  induce  the  commander  and  his 
men  to  join  them.  This  the  Pr^'uch  refused ;  whereupon  he  invited  the  captain  and  several 
of  his  men  to  dine  with  him,  and  treacherously  made  them  prisoners. 

This  unjust  action  of  Captain  ^forgan  was  followed  by  very  swift  retribution. 
Captain  Morgan,  immeiliately  after  he  had  taken  these  French  prisoners,  called  a  council 
to  deliberate  what  place  they  'should  select  for  this  new  expedition.  It  was  determined 
to  go  to  the  Isle  of  Savona,  i)  wait  for  the  fleet  then  expected  from  Sj)ain,  and  t:i';e  any 
of  the  Spanish  vessels  straggling  from  the  rest.  This  resolution  being  made,  they  began 
to  feast  aboard  the  prize  in  expectation  of  their  new  voyage.  They  drank  many 
healths  and  discharged  many  gnns — common  signs  of  mirth  among  the  pirates.  ]\Iost  of 
the  men  being  drunk — by  what  accident  is  not  known — the  ship  was  suddenly  blown 
up,  with  3.j0  Englishmen,  besides  the  French  prisoners  in  the  hold  ;  of  whom  only  thirty 
men  escaped,  who  were  in  the  main  cabin,  at  some  distance  from  the  full  force  of 
the  powder.  Many  more,  it  is  thought,  might  have  escaped  had  they  not  taken  too  much 
wine.  The  French  prisoners  were  accused  of  having  iired  the  vessel,  and  ^.lorgan  a  little 
later  seized  their  ship  and  crew. 

"  Eight  days  after  the  loss  of  the  said  shiji.  Captain  Morgan  commanded  the  bodies 
of  the  miserable  wretches  who  were  blown  up  to  be  searched  for  as  th.cy  floated  on  the  sea: 
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Jiiit  (u  iill'nnl  tlit'in  Cliristiiiii  l)iiri;il,  init  I'nr  llu'ii'  clntlus  and  atlin';  iiml  it'  any  liad  ynld 
villi;'-;  "11  tlu'ir  liiii^'crs  tlusc  wcro  cut  nlY,  Icavinj^  (licm  cxpiiscd  to  the  voracity  id'  iIh-  iiKHistciN 
•  'I'  till'  si'a.  At  last  tlii'V  si't  sail  I'nr  Savona,  the  ]>Iaco  of  their  nssin'iiatiuu.  TIuto  were 
111  all  lli'ti'oii  vessels,  ('aptaiii  .Mm'^'aii  cnniinaiidiiin'  tlie  Iiiii'ij'est,  id'  mily  fmirlei'ii  small 
^'iins.  His  iimnlMT  ui'  men  was  '.UUK  Few  days  al'ter  tliey  arrived  at  tlie  ('alio  de  Lolms, 
smitli  (>r  Ilispaiiiula,  hetwoeii  Cajie  'riliuroii  and  C'aiio  I'mita  de  Mspada.  lleiieo  they  eiaild 
Hot  pass,  hy  reason  of  emitrary  winds,  for  three  weeks,  in  spite  of  every  elt'ort  to  do  so. 
Tlieu   Captain  Mnrnj-an  doiiMed  the  eajip,  and  spied  an    I'lnnlisii  vessel  at  a  distance.     Having 


HLowivo  ri>  or  thp,  rnEvrii  i'ihate  siiir 


spoken  to  her,  they  found  she  eaine   from   l']ng'land,  and   houglit  of   her,  for  ready  money, 
sonje  provisions  they  wanted. 

"  Captain  Morgan  proceeded  on  his  voy.aye  till  he  eame  to  the  port  of  Ocoa ;  here  he 
landed  some  men,  sending-  them  into  the  woods  to  seek  water  and  jirovisions,  the  better  to 
spare  such  as  he  had  already  on  board.  They  killed  many  beasts,  and  among-  others  some 
horses.  But  the  Spaniards,  not  well  satisfied  at  their  hunting,  laid  a  Siratagem  for  them, 
ordering  three  or  four  lumdred  men  to  come  from  Santo  Do.iiingo,  not  far  distant,  and 
desiring  them  to  hunt  in  all  the  ])arts  thereabout  near  the  sea,  so  that  if  the  pirates  should 
return  they  might  find  no  subsistence.  "Within  few  da^'s  the  pir.ites  returned  to  hunt, 
but  finding  nothing  to  kill,  a  party  of  about  fifty  straggled  farther  on  into  the  woods.  The 
Sjianiards,  who  watched  all  their  motions,  gathered  a  great  herd  of  cows,  and  set  two  or 
three  men  to  keep  them.  The  pirates,  having  spied  them,  killed  a  sufllcient  number;  and 
though  the  Sjianiards  could  see  them  at  a  distance,  yet  they  could  not  hinder  them  at 
present ;    but  as  soon  as  they  attempted  to  carry  them  away  they  set  upon  them  furiously. 
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pryin;^' — '  ^^lltll,  iiiiita  ! '  wliifh  i>,  'Kill,  kill!'  'I'lms  tin-  |iiriitos  woro  cuinipollod  to  iniil 
till'  pi'i'V,  (iihI  K'ti'ciit  lo  tlu'ir  sliiiw;  l>iit  tlicy  (li<l  it  in  yo.id  order,  rctiiiiiy  l>y  di'jrnvs, 
iiiid  wlii'ii  tlicy  Imd  ojiiiortmiity  disdiar^'iiiy  I'lill  vulloys  I'U  the  Sinmiards,  killing  many  of 
tlicir  cnt'inics,  (ii')ii(r]i   witli  sonic  loss. 

"The  Spaniards,  seeinj,''  their  dania^i',  endeavniir.'d  to  save  thcin^elve-^  Iiy  lliu'lil  and 
carry  ofl'  theii'  dead  and  wouiuk'il  ooni)  anions.  The  pirates  pereeiviny  tlicin  llee  wonhi 
not  eonlent  theinsi'lves  with  what  hnrt  they  had  already  done,  Imt  ]iiirsned  them  speedily 
into  the  wimils,  and  killed  the  j^n-eatest  ])art  ol'  those  that  remained.  Next  day  Captain 
Morgan,  extremely  ofl'ended  at  what  hail  passeil,  went  himself,  with  :I(MI  men,  into  the 
WOfxls  to  seek  for  the  rest  oi"  the  Spaniards,  hut  linding  iiolioily,  ho  revcM'^ed  himsell'  on 
the  honscs  of  tlie  jioor  and  misralile  rustics  that  inhahited  those  scattering  llelds  and 
woods,  of  whieli  he  burnt  a  great  nund»er;  with  this  he  returned  to  liis  ship,  somewhat 
more  satisfied  in  his  mind  for  having  done  some  considerahle  damage  to  the  enemy,  which 
was  always  his  most   ardent  desire." 

Cai)tain  Morgan  having  waited  impatiently  for  some  of  his  ships  which  had  not  yet 
joined  comi)any,  was  recommended  by  a  French  captain  who  had  served  with  Lolonois  to 
make  an  attemi)t  with  his  present  forces — eiglit  ships  and  about  5<I0  men — on  Maracaioo. 
The  Spaniards  had  built  another  fort  since  the  action  with  Lfdonois,  and  when  the  i>iratcs 
arrived  gave  them  a  very  warm  reception,  which  lasted  till  evening.  In  tiie  obscurity  of 
the  night  Morgan  and  his  men  crept  up  to  the  fort,  when  they  found  that  the  Spaniards 
had  deserted  it.  They  had  left,  however,  a  train  of  powder  witli  the  match  b\irning,  with 
the  intention  of  jdaying  Guy  Fawkes  with  the  pira'es,  and  had  not  Morgan  discovered  it  in 
time  they  would  undoid)ti'dIy  have  suffered  groat  loss.  The  freebooters  found  a  considerable 
amount  of  powder  and  muskets,  with  which  they  furnished  the  tleet,  and  they  spiked 
sixteen  cannons.  Next  day  they  proceeded  in  boats  and  canoes  to  the  town,  which  with 
an  adjacent  fort,  was  found  deserted. 

"  As  soon  as  they  had  entered  the  town  the  pirates  searched  every  corner,  to  see  if 
they  could  find  any  people  who  were  hid  who  might  offend  them  unawares;  not  finding 
anybody,  every  party,  as  they  came  out  of  their  several  ships,  chose  what  several  houses 
they  pleased.  The  cluuch  was  deputed  for  the  common  corps  du  guard,  where  they  lived, 
after  their  military  manner,  very  insolently.  Next  day  after  they  sent  a  troop  of  KM)  men 
to  seek  for  the  inhabitants  and  their  goods.  These  returned  next  day,  bringing  with  them 
tliirty  persons — men,  women,  and  children — and  fifty  mules  laden  with  goiid  merchandise. 
All  these  miseral)le  people  were  put  to  the  rack,  to  make  them  confess  where  the  rest  of 
the  inhabitants  were  and  their  goods.  Among  other  tortures,  one  was  to  stretch  their 
limbs  with  cords  and  then  to  beat  them  with  sticks  and  other  instruments.  Others  had 
burning  matches  placed  between  their  fingers,  which  were  thus  burnt  alive.  Others  had 
slender  cords  or  matches  placed  about  their  heads  till  their  eyes  burst  out.  Those  who 
would  not  confess,  or  had  nothing  to  declare,  died  under  the  hands  of  those  villains.  These 
tortures  and  racks  continued  for  three  whole  weeks,  in  which  time  they  sent  out  daily 
parties  to  seek  for  more  people  to  torment  and  rol),  they  never  returning  without  booty 
and  new  riches. 

"  Captain  Morgan  having  now  gotten  into  his  hands  about  a  hundred  of  tlie  chief  families, 
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wil'ii  all  tlu'ir  y;ii(itls,  iit  lii>t  rcsolvi'tl  \\>v  (iihrallar,  as  L.tlmioii  inul  diiiii'  I'd'oic.  V>  ith 
iliis  (|i'siy;n  he  riiuiitpi-il  his  Iji'i-t,  pruvitliny  it  siiHicifiitly  wilh  all  iu'c('s..ai'ii's.  lie  put 
liki'wiso  on  l)oanl  all  tho  |irisoiR'rs,  ami  \V('iy;hiiiy  aiichiir,  net  sail  witii  r.'-ulutioii  !'•  hazanl 
a  iiattlc,  Tlu'v  had  sent  I'l't'urc  scpiiu'  iiriMHiiTs  to  ( iihraltar  to  rr(|iiirr  tin-  iiihahitaiits  In 
HiirriMiili'r,  otherwise  Captaiii  .Mtir;,'aii  wdiiM  ])iil  tlicm  all  to  tin'  ^wnid  withdiit  aii\  iiuarlcr. 
Arriving  hi'lon'  (lilirallar,  the  iiihal)ilaiits  rcecisi'il  him  with  tMiitiiiiied  shiiotiii<^-  of  yreat 
eaniinii  hullcts;  hut  the  jiinites,  instead  of  raiiiliiii,''  hi-reat,  ceased  not  to  eiieoiirajpe  one 
unnther,  saviiij;' — '  Wo  must  make  nnc  meal  upon  iiitter  Ihinyx  liel'ore  we  eonu!  to  taste 
the  Hweetness  of  the  sie^ar  this  place  alVonls.' " 

Next  day,  early  in  the  morning',  ihey  landed  all  their  men,  ami  heiiiL;'  y,'uided  hy  the 
Frenehman  liei'orenanied,  tiu'y  marched  lowanls  the  tuun,  not  hy  the  ordinary  way,  Imt 
crossin;;'  thrn.i^h  woods,  which  way  the  Spaniards  did  not  expect  they  wiidd  havi  ei)me,  lor  at 
the  heyinnin;;'  of  their  j<inrney  tliey  pretended  to  march  the  next  and  open  way  to  the  loun, 
herehy  to  deceive  the  Spaniards  ;  "hut  these  rememherinj;' I'ull  well  what  lioloiiois  had  done 
lint  two  years  hefore,  thouj^'ht  it  not  sale  to  expect  a  second  hrunt,  and  hereupon  all  lied 
out  of  the  town  as  fas'  as  they  eould,  etirryini;'  all  their  ;>-oods  and  riches,  as  ali-o  all  their 
powder,  and  having  nailed  all  the  j^reat  ^'uns;  so  as  the  pirates  I'oimd  not  one  person  in 
the  whole  city  hut  one  poor  innocent  man  who  was  horn  a  fool.  This  nnui  they  a^ked 
whither  the  inhahitants  had  lied,  and  whore  they  had  hiil  their  floods.  To  all  which 
qiu'stions  and  the  like  he  constantly  answered — 'I  know  nothin"',  1  know  nothing,'!'  but 
they  presently  jmt  him  to  the  rack,  and  tortured  him  with  cords,  which  torments  foiccd 
him  to  cry  out — '  Do  not  torture  me  any  more,  hut  come  with  me  and  I  will  show  you 
my  odods  and  my  riches!'  They  were  j)ersuaded,  it  seems,  he  was  some  rich  person  dis- 
f^uised  under  those  clothes  so  poor  and  that  innocent  tonj^uc;  so  they  went  alon^'  with 
Jiim,  and  he  eondui'ted  them  to  a  poor  miserable  cottaj,'e,  wherein  he  had  a  few  earthen 
dishes  and  other  things  oi'  no  value,  and  three  pieces  of  einht,  concealed  with  some  other 
trnmpery  under  f^round.  Then  they  asked  him  his  name,  and  he  readily  answered,  '  31y 
name  is  Don  Sebastian  Sam-hez,  and  I  am  brother  unto  the  (iovernor  of  Maracaiho.'  Tiiis 
foolish  answer,  it  must  be  conceived,  these  inhunnin  wretches  took  for  truth;  for  no 
sooner  had  they  heard  it  but  they  put  him  aii'ain  upon  the  rack,  liftinj,'  him  up  on  hiyh 
with  cords,  and  tyini;  lar<4'e  weiohts  to  his  feet  and  neck,  besides  which  they  burnt  h'ln 
alive,  applyino'  j>alm-leaves  hurnino'  to  his  face.'"  They  scut  out  parties,  and  cajitured  some 
prisoners,  several  of  whom  were  tortured  or  killed.  Among-  others  there  was  a  Portuj^-uese, 
who  was  falsely  reported  by  a  nci^ro  to  be  very  rich.  This  man  was  commanded  to  produce 
his  riches.  His  answer  was  that  he  Inid  no  more  than  ItHI  ])ieces  of  eij^ht  in  the  world, 
and  these  had  been  stolen  from  him  two  days  bjforo  by  his  servant.  The  pirates  would 
not  believe  him,  but  drag-jji-ed  him  to  a  rack  without  any  rej^ml  to  his  ai,''e  of  sixty  years, 
.a:id  stretched  him  with  cords,  breakin<^-  both  his  arms  behind  his  shoulders.  "  This  cruelty 
went  not  alone,  for  he  not  bein<y  able  or  willing^  to  make  any  other  declaration,  they  ))ut 
him  to  another  sort  of  torment  more  barbarous;  they  tied  him  with  small  cords  by  his 
two  thumbs  and  jj^reat  toes  to  four  stakes  llxed  in  the  ground  at  a  convenient  distance, 
the  whole  weight  of  his  body  hano-inir  by  these  cords.  Not  satislied  yet  with  their  cruel 
torture,  they  took  a  stone  of  above  ii){)  ])0uuds  and  laid  it  on  his  belly,  as  if  they  intended 
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\i<  prcHs  hint  to  d.Mtli  ;  tlii'V  iilsto  kiiulliil  |iitliii-li'avi>-i  niil  ii|)|ilii-(l  tlic  llintti  to  tliu  f:it'>>  of 
\\\'\H  uiifiirtiiiKitt'  Piii'tiiiriiiNt>,  Ittiniiii^  with  tht>ii)  the  wiioh!  skin,  liuaid,  ami  hair.  At  l:i<«t, 
Nivin;^  thit  iitntluT  witli  thi-H-  lurtiirLM  nor  u'li'T*  thry  Cdiild  jfi-t  anythinj,'  mil  of  liini, 
they  uiitii'd  tlic  cirds,  ami  iMrricd  him,  half-ch-ad,  to  tin*  fliiinli,  wIhmv  was  tlieir  vurys  dn 
jpiard;  hi'n-  tlicy  tii-d  liiin  anew  to  om-  id'  tiic  |iiilar-<  Ihi-n'ol',  Iras  ini;'  liim  in  tliat  couditinn 
witliont  ^living  him  ritlicr  to  oat  or  drink,  unk^s  very  H|iurin;^Iy  and  so  littli-  lliat  woidd 
scarc'o  Hustain  ht'c,  lor  snmi'  thiys.  Fonr  or  live  l)i!in>f  past,  hi*  (k'nircd  one  id'  thi"  prisoniM'f* 
ndo'lit  coinu  to  him,  liy  wiiosc  nu'anH  ho  pronnscd  tiu  wonkl  ondoavonr  to  rai^^o  sumc  money 
to  satisfy  tln'ir  doniand-  'riic  prisoner  wlioni  lio  dosirid  was  hrono'lit  to  liiin,  and  lio 
ordi-rt'd  Iiini  to  promi-c  ih-  piratos  /idd  piecos  of  ui^:'!'  lor  Ids)  ransom;  hut  tncy  won'  doai' 
and  ohstinato  at  Muoh  a  small  sum,  and  instoiid  id'  accoptini;'  it  hoat  him  cniolly  with  oiido;t'|s, 
Huyiii;;',  '('Id  follow,  iiistoad  of  odd,  ."», (1(1(1  pion-s  of  v'\'^\\\  ;  othorwiso  yon  shall  horo  i-nd  your 
lifo.'  Finally,  aflor  a  thon-^and  protostatimis  tliat  ho  was  liut  a  niisorahio  man,  and  kopt 
a  poor  tavorn  for  his  livini,',  ho  ajfrood  witii  tho:n  lor  l,(liM)  piooos  of  oio;ht.  'I'hosi'  ho 
raised,  and  havinj^  paid  tlioni,  o-ot  his  lii)orty,  thimo-h  so  horril)ly  niaimod,  thai  it  is 
soiroo  to  III'  holiovcd  h'  oonlil  snrvivo  many  wooks."  .Nforijfan  proooodod  lator  to  (iihraltar, 
and  hi-i  procoodino's  ihor.'  are  hut  a  ropotition  of  his  I'ornior  aots.  And  vi''  in  sourohino' 
till'  intorior  ho  ami  some  of  his  inon  woro  at  ono  tinio  in  snoh  straits  th;it  a  ooiiph'  of 
sooro  or  so  of    Spanianls  oonld  havo  annihilatod  thoni. 

And  now  thoy  rotin-nol  to  Maraoaiho,  whoro  an  nnploasant  snrpriso  wailed  thorn. 
Tlioy  loarnod  from  a  pour  uM  Spatnard  that  throo  lar;^.?  Spanish  ships  had  arrived  oil"  the 
liar,  and  wi'ro  awaitinn'  tlio  oxit  of  the  piratos ;  and,  further,  thai  tho  oastio  at  tho 
eatranoo  hail  hoon  repaired,  well  provided  with  oauis  and  ammunition,  and  thorouo'ldy 
mamiod.  Moryfan  sent  a  hoat  down  to  lind  out  how  far  this  was  true,  and  the  report  was 
lliat  its  orew  had  venliu-oil  so  near  that  thoy  were  in  j,froa^  dantfer  of  hoin^-  shot;  that  there 
were  throo  f^reat  shijts.  m 'untino-  resjiootively  forty,  thirty,  and  twonty-fonr  o'lms.  Aforyan 
disiTuisod  tho  approhensi.'u  h;'  musl  have  felt,  and  sent  a  messayo,  ronohod  in  his  usual 
stylo  of  lirayi^adooia,  ieniandini.;'  a  heavy  ransom  for  not  pnttinn'  tho  oity  of  AFaracaih* 
to  tho  llanies.      Hero  foil.'ws  tho  answer  oi'  tho  Spanish  Admiral: — - 

"  T/w  Ivllcr  of  It  iH    M  i.ixr  lie/  Ciiiiin  //    /-'.s/u'i/nw/,   .tflmir.il  cf  llif  S/khi'ik/i  F/i'cI,  In  C'ljiliiiii 

Miiri/iiii,    ('itniuiiiiiilcr  of  I  In'    I'i  riih's  :— 

"  Ilavinjf  understool  l>y  all  our  I'rionds  and  noiyhlmnrs  the  unox]icotol  news  that  vou 
have  dared  to  attempt  and  commit  hostilities  in  tho  eountric-,  titles,  towns,  and  villajfos 
hcloni^injj^  to  tho  dominions  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  my  Sovoroio-n  Lord  and  AFastor,  1 
lot  you  understand  In*  those  lines  that  1  am  cume  to  this  place,  acoordiui^  to  niv  ohliiration, 
near  that  castle  which  yon  toidc  cait  of  tho  hands  of  a  jiarcel  of  cowards,  whoro  I  have 
put  thinofs  into  a  very  n'ood  jxisturo  of  defence,  and  nionntod  a.o'ain  tho  artillorv  which 
you  nailed  and  dismountcil.  AFy  intent  is  to  dispute  with  you  your  pa>sao'o  out  fif  'ho 
lake,  and  f'tillow  and  pur.-uo  yon  everywhere,  to  tho  end  you  may  see  tho  performance  of  niv 
duty.  NotwithstandinL;',  if  yon  ho  contented  to  surrondi'r  with  humility  all  that  you  havo 
taken,  together  with  the  slaves  ami  all  other  prisoners,  I  will  lot  you  freely  ])a.ss,  without 
trouhle  or  molestation,  on  condition  that  you   retire  homo  jiresently  to  your  own   countrv>. 
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15iit  if  ymi   miikc  any   ro.si>iiiiiL'o  or  opiiositioii    to   wliut   I   offer   you,   T   assure   you    I    will 

command  boats    to   come    from    Caraceas,    wherein    1    will    put    my    troops,    and   coming   to 

Maraeailio,  will  [uit  you  every  man  to  the  sword.     Tliis   is   my  last    and  absolute  resolution. 

13e  prudent,  tlierei'ore,  and  do   not   abuse   my  bounty  with   ingratitude.     I   have  with   mc  very 

jrood   soldiers,   who  desire   nothing   more   ardently  than   to    revenge  on   you  and  your   peojde 

all   the    cruelties  and   base   infamous  actions  you   have  committed   upon  the  Spanish   nation 

in  America.     Dated   on   board   the  royal   ship  named  the  Mnyduh'ii,  lying  at  anchor  at  the 

entry  of  the  lake  of  Maracaibo,  the  Mth  April,  lliCiO. 

"  Don  Aloxso  dki.  Campo  y  Kspinosa." 


MdlKi.VN  >    ATTACK    DN    MAKACAlllO. 


CIIAl'TKR    lY. 

Tin:    I'lliATKS    .\.\I)    15l  C  ANlKlis    [ctiilliillli'd). 

Attiuk   resolved -The   Firesliip— Mdrk'an   passes   llie   Caslle    OM"   foi-    SI.   Catherines      Civon   up    by  a  SIratiiKem -St. 

Catherine's   an    Kasy    I'rey     Power   of    Kire    Thirty   in   Thfoe    Hiindreil    Saved    Tlie   Mai-eh   on    Panama    A  PInito 

Hand  of  Twelve   llundred-Sntrerin:_'s  on  the  Way     X  Pipe   for  Supper     Leather  and  I'old  Water    Panama  at  last 

The  First  Kneounter -Uesohitc   KlKhtinf,'-Wild   Mulls  in   Warfare    Vietory  for  the  Pirates    Ruthless   Destrnetion 

of  I'roperty    Cruelty  to  Prisoners -SeareliiiiK  for  Treasure    Dissalisfaetiou  at  the  Dividend  -The  last  of  Morgan. 

Ox  receipt  of  the  captain's  letter  ^lorgan  called  his  men  together  and  asked  them  wliether 
they  were  going  to  fight  or  surrender.  They  answered  unanimously  that  they  would  tight 
to  the  last  drop  of  blood  rather  than  surrender  so  easily  the  booty  they  had  obtained  with 
so  much  danger.  "Among  the  rest  one  said  to  Caiitain  ^forgan,  'Take  you  care  for  the 
rest,  and   I   will   undertake   to   destroy  the    big.rest  of   those    ships   with    only   twelve  men; 
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T  siiall  be  liy  making  a  hrnlut,  or  lire-ship,  of  that  vessel  we  took  in  the  river 
of  Gibraltar,  which,  to  the  intent  she  may  not  be  known  for  a  lire-ship,  we  will  till  her 
decks  witii   lugs  of  wood,  standinu'  with   bats  and   iiioiitcra  caps,  to  deceive  their  sight  with 
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will  do  at   the  port-holes  that  serve  for  the  guns, 
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which  !?liall  be  filled  with  ooiniterfeit  caniiini.  At  the  stern  we  will  \\:\\i<<;  out  l'iit;li^ii 
colours,  and  persuade  the  enemy  she  is  one  oL'  our  best  inen-ot'-war  !4'oin<;'  to  Hi4'iit  them."' 
Tiiis    proposition    was    approved.       Attempts    were    afterwards;     maile    to    compromise    with 


lAI'lAlX    lU.MlV    MOUCIAX. 

Don   Alonso,  bui  he  would  not   listen   to  them,  and   sent    them  a  peremptory  mossaye,  wliieh, 
simply  translated,  meant  that  they  must  n'ive  in,  or  ij'ive  up. 

"  Xo  sooner  had  Captain  Morgan  received  tiiis  message  from  Don  Alonso  tiian  he  put 
all  things  in  order  tn  tiglit,  resulving  to  get  out  uf  the  lake  by  main  force,  wilhout  surren- 
dering anything.  First,  he  commanded  all  the  slaves  and  ])risoners  to  lie  tied  ami  i^uardcd 
very  well,  and  gathered  all  the  ]iitch,  tar,  and  brimstone  they  could  tind  in  the  didle 
town  for  the  lire-ship  above-menlioiied.  Then  they  made  several  inventions  of  jiowder 
86 
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;Mi(l  brimstone  witli  piilin-loavos  well  anointed  with  tar.  They  covered  very  well  their 
I'onnterfeit  cannon,  layin<;'  under  every  piece  many  pounds  of  jiowder;  besides,  thoy  cut 
down  many  outworks  ol'  the  ship,  that  tlie  i)owder  mii^-ht  exert  its  stren<jth  the  l)etterj 
liroakiny  o])en  also  new  port -holes,  where,  instead  of  fj;uns,  they  jjlaced  little  drums  used 
by  tiie  net,n'o,'s.  Finally,  the  decks  wer"  hr.udsomcly  beset  with  many  pieces  of  wood, 
(h'csseil  up  like  men,  with  hats  or  monteras,  and  armed  v.'ith  swords,  muskets,  and 
bandelct'rs.'' 

The  lire-ship  beiny  fitted,  they  prepare.!  to  proceed  to  the  entry  of  the  jmrt.  All  the 
prisoners  were  put  into  one  yreat  boat,  and  in  another  all  the  wcnnen  were  placed,  with  the 
jilate,  jewels,  and  other  rich  tilings;  into  others  they  put  the  bales  of  g'oods;,  merchandise, 
and  bulky  articles.  Each  of  these  boats  had  twelve  armed  men  alioard;  the  bfitlol  had 
orders  to  go  before  the  rest  oi'  the  vessels,  and  presently  to  fall  foul  of  the  great  ship. 
All  things  )>eing  ready,  (^iptain  Morgan  exacted  an  oath  of  his  comrades,  making  them 
l)romise  to  defend  themselves  to  the  last  droj)  of  blood  without  demanding  (piarter;  2)ro- 
mising,  withal,  that  whoever  behaved  himself  thus  should  be  well  rewarded. 

With  tliis  resolution  they  set  sail  to  meet  the  Spaniards.  On  April  iJOth,  ](i(itt,  they 
found  the  Sjianish  fleet  riding  at  anchor  in  the  middle  of  the  entry  of  the  lake.  "  Cai)tain 
Morgan,  it  being  now  late  and  almost  dark,  commanded  all  his  vessels  to  an  anchor,  de- 
signing to  fight  even  all  night  if  they  forced  him  to  it.  He  ordered  a  careful  watch  to  bo 
ke|)t  aboard  every  vessel  till  morning,  they  being  almost  within  phot,  as  well  as  within 
sight,  of  the  enemy.  The  day  dawning,  they  weighed  anchor  and  ;si  '  d  i.gain,  steering 
directh  towards  the  Spaniards,  who,  seeing  them  move,  did  instantly  'hi  me.  The  fire- 
ship,  sailing  before  the  rest,  fell  presently  upon  the  great  shij)  and  graj  .<'■■  ! ','r,  which  the 
Spaniards  (too  late)  iierceiving*  to  be  a  fire-shi]),  they  attempted  t(j  put  her  off,  but  in  vain  ; 
for  the  flame  seizing  her  timber  and  tackling,  soon  consumed  all  the  stern,  the  fore-])art 
sinking'  into  the  sea,  where  she  perished.  'J'he  second  Spanish  ship  perceixing-  the  .tiluilntt 
to  burn,  not  by  accident,  Ijut  by  industry  of  the  enemy,  escaped  towards  the  castle,  where 
the  Spaniards  themselves  suidi  her,  choosing  to  lose  their  shij)  rather  t'i;,'i  to  fall  into  the 
bands  of  those  pirates.  The  third,  having  no  o]iporfunity  to  escape,  was  taken  by  the 
jiirates." 

The  pirates  were,  we  can  well  believe,  rejoiced  at  this  easy  victory,  and  they  now 
allem|ited  to  take  the  (astle.  This  was  thoroughly  well  garrisoneil  and  provided,  whereas  they 
had  nothing  liut  muskets  and  a  few  hand  grenades.  Tluw  conse(piently  failed;  the  Spaniards 
gave  them  volley  after  volley,  and  they  at  last  retired,  with  a  loss  of  thirty  killed  and  as 
many  wounded.  The  attack  was  not  n^newed.  From  a  jtilot  who  was  taken  i)ris()ner  the 
following  day  (^aptain  Ivlnrgan  learned  that  the  expedition,  which  had  been  sent  out  by 
llie  Supreme  Council  nf  State  in  S|iain,  cdusisted  of  six  well-eqMi]iped  mer.-of-war,  with 
instructions  to  mot  out  the  Knglish  pirates.  It  had  been  organised  in  Spain,  upon  the 
r  ceipt  of  the  news  of  the  loss  of  Puerto  Hello  and  other  pkices,  after  fruitless  representations 
biul  been  made  to  the  King  of  England,  who  simply  disclaimed  any  connivance  with  the 
piiates.  Two  of  the  principal  vessels  had  returned  to  Spain,  b;'ing  cimsidered  too  large  for 
the  enterprise,  and  (  n  ■  had  bs'cn  lust  in  a  gale.  This  pilot  entered  the  service  of  Cai)tain 
!M.  i-an,    and    informed  bin;   that   in    the   shiji   which   was  sunk   there   wa.> 
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of  (r.'asiu-o,  and  that  lio  cnnld  see  for  hinist'll'  tliat  tlic  .Sjianiiirds,  in  l)oats,  vvoir  cndravciunn'^ 
to  resi-no  some  of   it.     .Murf^'au  ayain   sent  a   niessayv  to   tlu'   admiral,  wlio    liad   I'srajicd    lo 
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indii^-nantly  rufusi'd,  and  tlie  piratL'  cdiiof  renewed  lii.s  threats,  wlien  the  Spanisli  settlers,  down- 
hearted at  their  eonstant  ill-fortune,  consented  to  pay  the  sum  of  ;iU,OU(l  pieces  and  51UJ 
Iicad  oF  cattle,  thouyh  the  admiral,  Don  Alunso,  sternly  objected. 

^Torj^an,  in  spite  of  his  successes,  rather  feared  passiii<jf  the  castle  at  the  entr.ince  of 
the  lake,  and  he  endeavoured,  hy  means  of  the  prisoners  he  held,  to  secure  his  escape,  l>v 
.'sending  some  of  them  to  Don  Alonso  with  a  i)rouiise  to  yive  them  all  up  if  he  would  not 
lire,  or  han<r  them  if  he  did.  A  deputation  of  ]irisoners  waited  on  the  admiral,  uri^'intj  his 
consent;  hut  Don  Alonso  told  them,  "If  you  had  heen  as  loyal  to  your  Uin^'  in  hiuderini;' 
the  entry  of  these  pirates  as  I  shall  do  their  i^'oin^'  out,  you  had  never  causetl  these  troubles, 
neither  to  yourselves  nor  to  our  whole  nation,  which  hath  sull'ered  so  much  tIu'ou<;'li  your 
})usillanimity.  In  a  word,  I  shall  never  grant  yo)u-  reciuest,  but  shall  endeavour  t(^  nuiintain 
that  resi)ect  which  is  duo  to  my  king  according  to  my  duty."  Thus  the  ))oor  wretched 
prisimors  had  to  return  to  Morgan,  and  report  the  failure  of  their  mission.  liis  reply  was, 
in  his  usual  vein,  that  he  would  find  the  means  of  accomplishing  his  object  in  spite  of  Di'u 
Alonso. 

The  stratagem  employed  was  as  follows: — During  the  day  that  t'..^y  hoped  to  escape 
after  dark  they  put  a  number  of  their  men  in  canoes,  and  rowed  towards  the  shore,  as  if 
they  intendo<l  to  land.  There  they  hid  themselves  among  the  trees  and  by  lying  down 
in  the  boats.  Then  the  canoes  returned  to  the  ships,  two  or  three  men  rowing  in  each, 
and  the  rest  remaining  at  the  bottom  concealed.  Thus  much  only  could  be  observed  from 
the  castle,  and  the  ruse  was  repeated  several  times,  the  impression  given  being  that  the 
pirates  intended  to  scale  the  walls  by  night  from  the  land.  This  caused  the  Spaniards  to  jilace 
most  of  their  greater  guns  on  the  land  side,  with  the  ])rincipal  part  of  the  garri.son,  leaving 
the  side  towards  the  sea  almost  destitute  of  defence.  Xight  being  come  they  weiglicd  anchor, 
and  by  moonlight,  without  setting  sail,  the  tide  gently  took  them  towards  the  entrance 
near  the  castle.  Having  arrived  off  the  latter,  they  spread  their  sails  with  all  speed.  The 
Spaniards,  perceiving  this,  brought  their  gims  over  to  the  sea  side,  but  the  pirates,  being 
favoured  by  this  loss  of  time  and  also  with  a  good  breeze,  escaped  almost  scatheless.  Just 
as  they  were  departiiig,  Morgan  ironically  saluted  the  castle  with  a  volley  from  seven  of 
his  largest  guns. 

His  next  expedition,  in  which  he  was  joined  by  many  other  pirates,  assembled  on  the 
south  side  of  Tortuga  on  October  the  ;Jlth,  l(')7(l,  when  a  council  of  ways  and  means  was 
convened,  the  jiriiuipal  lack  being  in  provisions.  This,  however,  was  to  them  a  small 
matter,  and  they  resolved  to  rob  and  rille  the  towns  and  settlements  of  the  maiidand. 
Four  vessels  were  desi)atched  on  this  errand  to  the  River  do  la  Ilacha,  where  a  village  was 
situated  which  was  usually  well  provided  witli  corn.  ^leanwhile,  another  i)arty  was  des- 
patched into  the  woods,  and  the  hunters  were  very  successful.  'J'lie  rest  remained  in  the 
ships  to  clean  and  re-llt  them.  The  river  expedition  was  becalmed  off  the  coast,  which 
gave  the  Sj)aniards  ashore  time  to  hide  ami  take  away  their  goods.  A  large  ship  from 
Carthagena   was   lying  in   the  river,  laden  with    uiai/.e   (Indian  corn),  ready  to  di'part.     The 
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Iiinilcs  soon  mndc  sliovl  work  of  lliis  viv-sel,  the  civw  of  wliiili  was  easily  inasliT.'i!.  'I'ln' 
Sjiaiiiards  iu']i])('rci]  tlicm  iVdin  a  lialtcrv  wlu'ii  tliov  laiidi'd,  Imt  tlic  IrcflnKitci's  diMvo  tlu'iii 
liark  to  a  f'ortllii'd  villai^c,  wIicmk'c,  alttT  soiiu-  little  ivsistaiu'c,  the  I'linin'r  wcr.'  diiseii  into 
tl)'  woods.  Tliov  captured,  tortured,  and  robbed  a  lunnber  of  these  unt'ortuuate  settlers, 
\\]\i,  at  length  were  yhul  to  j^-et  lid  <<['  tliein  by  ])ayiuy;' a  ransom  of  l,IMl(l  bushels  of  niai/e. 
Mor<4'an  had  begun  to  despair  of  their  return,  when  they  arrived  with  the  caiitured  siii- 
and  an  enormous  supply  of  the  needed  cnrn. 

Cai)(ain  Morg-an  having  divided  the  maize,  and  the  flesh  which  the  hunters  brought 
in,  among  the  ships  according  to  their  number  of  mrn,  he  dejiavtcil,  having  inspected  lieforc- 
hand  every  sliij).  "Thus  he  set  sail,  and  stood  for  Cape  Tibumn,  where  he  rcMilvel  to 
determine  what  enterprise  he  should  take  in  hand.  No  sooner  were  they  arrived,  Init  they 
met  some  other  ships  newly  come  to  join  tliem  i'rom  Jamaica;  so  that  nnw  their  tleet 
consisted  of  thirty-seven  ships,  wherein  were  ;3,(H)()  lighting  men,  boide  mariners  and 
boys. 

'■'Captain  Morgan  having  such  a  nuudjcr  of  shij)s,  divided  the  whnle  licet  into  two 
squadrons,  constituting  a  Vice-Admiral  and  other  olllcers  of  the  second  squadnm  distinct 
from  the  first.  To  these  he  gave  letters  patent,  or  commissions  to  act  all  manner  of 
hostilities  against  the  Spanish  nation,  and  take  of  them  what  ships  they  could,  either  abroad 
at  sea  or  in  the  harbours,  as  if  they  were  open  and  declared  enendes  i^as  he  termed  it)  of 
the  King  of  England,  his  pretended  master.  This  done,  he  called  all  his  captains  and 
other  ofKcers  together,  and  caused  them  to  sign  some  articles  of  agreement  betwixt  them,  and 
in  the  name  of  all.  Herein  it  was  stipulated  that  he  should  have  the  hundredth  part  of 
all  that  was  gotten  to  himself;  that  every  cai)tain  should  draw  the  shares  of  eiglit  men 
fur  the  expenses  of  his  ship  besides  his  own.  To  the  surgeon,  besides  his  pay,  :i<i()  pieces 
of  eight  for  his  chest  of  medicaments.  To  every  carpenter,  above  his  salary,  Inn  piec-es 
of  eiglit.  The  rewards  were  settled  in  this  voyage  much  higher  than  l>efore  :  as,  for  the 
loss  of  both  hands,  1,SUU  pieces  of  eight,  or  eighteen  slaves;  for  one  leg,  whetlier  right 
or  left,  (too  j)ieces  of  eight,  or  six  slaves;  for  a  band  as  much  as  for  a  leg;  and  fur  the 
loss  of  an  eye  100  pieces  of  eight  or  one  slave.  Lastly,  to  him  that  in  any  battle  should 
signalise  himself,  either  by  entering  first  any  castle,  or  taking  down  the  Spanish  colours 
and  setting  uj)  the  English,  they  allotted  fifty  pieces  of  eight  for  a  reward.  All  which 
extraordinary  salaries  and  rewards  to  be  paiil  out  of  the  first  spoil  they  should  take,  as  every 
one  should  occur  to  be  either  rewarded  or  paid."  The  first  captain  who  shoukl  take  a  Spaiush 
vessel  was  to  receive  the  tenth  part  of  its  value.  One  of  three  cities  was  to  be  attacked — 
Carthagena,  Panama,  or  Vera  Cruz;  and  after  a  council  had  been  held  the  lot  fell  on 
Panama.  They  resolved  first  to  visit  the  Isle  of  St.  Catherine,  tliere  to  obtain  guides  for 
the  enterprise. 

As  soon  as  Captain  Morgan  approached  the  island  he  sent  one  of  his  liest  sailing  vessels 
to  examine  the  entrance  of  the  river,  and  see  whether  there  were  any  foreign  ships  there, 
and  next  day  they  anchored  in  a  neighbouring  bay,  where  the  Spaniards  had  built  a  battery, 
which  made  no  resistance.  Morgan  landed  about  1,000  men,  and  marched  them  through 
the  woods,  where  they  discovered  another  deserted  battery,  the  Spaniards  having  retired 
to  the  smaller  and  adjacent   island,  which  was  thoroughly  fortified.     As  soon  as  the  pirates 
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ynt  in  niiij,^'  tlu-  Spaniards  ojuMiod  a  fnrions  lire  npon  tliem,  and  tliu  rnrmiT  woiv  lliat  day 
coniiiellcd  to  retreat  to  a  luinyry  cain|),  as  they  Iiad  coine  utterly  luiprovided,  wliilo  about 
midniu'lit  the  rain  soniowliat  damped  tiieir  ardour.  They  parsed  a  inisenible  and  sholterloss 
ni<>'ht ;   n.>r  did   the   weather  improve    next   day,  wlien    thiy  found    in   the   fields  an  old   lean 
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satisfy  the  cravinj^s  of  their  hunyer,  as  it  afforded  only  a  morsel  each  for  a  jiart  of  them, 
.some  bein^'  compelled  to  yo  entirely  without.  Hut  nothiiij^-  could  daunt  Mor<^an,  and  he 
had  the  audacity  to  send  a  canoe  with  a  llaj;-  of  truce  to  the  Spanish  <^overiior,  telliiij^  him 
that  he  would   put  the  Spaniards    to  the  sword,  without  quarter,  if  they  did  not  instantly 
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nnf)n  the  canoe 
two  liours'  time  to  deliberate  witl 
Ids  |)ositive  answer."  This  time  elapsed,  the  g'overnor  sent  two  canoes  with  white  C'  vs, 
luivinj^  on  board  two  persons  to  treat  with  Captain  .Morji'an ;  but,  before  they  landed,  they 
demanded  of  the  pirates  two  men  as  hostage's.  These  were  readily  granted  by  Captain 
Mori^fan,  who  delivered  up  two  of  his  captains  for  a  i)ledf4-e  of  the  security  retpiired. 
The  Si)aniards  then  announced  that  they  bad  resolved  to  deliver  up  the  island,  not  being 
provided  with  sulfieient  forces  to  deft^nd  it  against  a  ilect.  jNIorgan  was  asked  to  use  a 
stratagem  of  war,  for  the  better  saving  of  their  credit,  which  was  as  follows: — That  he 
Wt)uld  come  with  his  troops  by  nig'.t  lo  the  bridge  that  joined  the  smaller  island  to  the  principal 
one,  and  there  attack  the  fort  of  St.  Jerome ;  that  at  the  same  time  all  his  fleet  would  drav/ 
near  the  castle  of  Santa  Teresa  and  attack  it  by  land,  landing  in  the  meantime  more  troops 
near  the  battery  of  St.  Matthew;  that  these  troops  being  landed,  should  by  this  means 
intercept  the  governor  as  he  endeavoured  to  ])ass  to  St.  Jerome's  fort,  and  then  take  him 
prisoner,  making  pretence  as  if  they  had  forced  him  to  deliver  the  castle,  and  that  he  wouKl 
lead  the  I'^nglish  into  it  under  colour  of  being  his  own  troops.  That  on  both  sides  there 
should  bo  continual  iiring  carried  on,  l)ut  without  bullets,  or  at  least  that  they  should  be 
fired  oidy  into  the  air,  so  that  no  side  might  be  hurt.  That  thus  having  obtainetl  iwo 
such  considerable  forts,  the  chiefest  of  the  isle,  he  need  not  take  care  for  the  rest,  whicli 
must  fall  of  course  into  his  hands. 

These  propositions  were  granted  by  Captain  Morgan,  and,  soon  after,  he  commanded 
the  whole  ileet  to  enter  the  port,  and  his  men  to  be  ready  to  assault  that  night  (he 
Castle  of  St.  Jerome.  Thus  the  false  battle  began,  with  incessant  firing  from  both  the 
castles  against  the  ships,  but  without  bullets,  as  was  agreed.  Then  the  pirates  landed,  and 
assaulted  the  lesser  island  l)y  night,  which  they  took,  with  both  the  fortresses,  forcing 
the   Sj)aniards,  in   appearance,  to  fly   to  the  church. 

St.  Catherine's  thus  became  an  easy  prey  to  ^lorgan  and  bis  followers,  and  the  first 
few  days  were  sim])ly  spent  in  riotous  feasting.  The  j)risoners  which  they  had  taken 
numbered  1.59  souls;  and  besides  all  kinds  of  plunder  they  secured  no  less  than  thirty 
thousand  pounds  of  powder,  together  with  largo  quantities  of  other  ammunition.  The 
fortresses  were,  with  one  exception,  demolished. 

IMorgan's  next  enterprise  was  against  the  important  city  of  Panama.  He  took  with 
him   1,200   men,  live  boats   laden  with  artillery,  and   thirty-two   canoes.      But  the   Chagres 
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river  of  the  tlmo  was  very  liko  (liiit  of  to-day — a  sliallow  stream,  t'xci'])t  in  the  fr.slici  soiisoii 
■ — and  after  a  few  days  of  tedious  proyrcss,  they  left  it,  prcfeirin!^  to  iiiiiliiiiiL'  their 
journey  hy  land.  On  this  trip  a  jjipe  of  toharfo  was  the  oidy  supper  tha(  many  ui' 
them  eould  ohtain,  while  a  pieee  of  k-ather,  wuslied  down  by  a  draught  of  muddy  water, 
formed,  by  comparison,  a  splendid  meal. 

On  the  ninth  day  of  that  tedious  journey,  Cai)tain  Morg-an  marched  on  while  the 
fresh  air  of  the  niornini;^  lasted,  a  common  practice  in  very  hot  citunlries.  The  way 
was  now  more  didicult  than  before  ;  but  after  two  hours'  march  they  observed  some  Sj)aniards 
in  the  distance,  who  watched  their  motions.  They  endeavoured  to  catch  some  of  them, 
but  could  not,  as  they  would  suddenly  disajjpear,  and  hide  themselves  in  caves  among-  the  rocks, 
unknown  to  the  pirates.  At  last,  ascending  a  high  hill,  the  latter  saw  in  the  distaneo 
the  blue  waters  of  the  Paeiiic,  then  known  as  the  South  Sea.  This  happy  sight,  as  it  seemed 
the  end  •'''  eir  labours,  caused  j^reat  joy  among  them  ;  they  eould  see,  also,  one  ship  and 
six  boats,  which  were  sailin<j  from  Panama,  and  proceeded  to  the  Islands  of  Torvoga  and 
Tavogilla  ;  then  they  came  to  a  valley,  where  they  found  cattle  in  abundance,  of  which 
they  killed  a  number.  Tliere,  while  some  killed  and  Hayed  horses,  cows,  bulls,  and  a-ses, 
others  kindled  tires,  and  got  wood  to  roast  them  ;  then  cutting;  the  llesh  into  convenient 
jiieees,  or  gobbets,  they  threw  them  into  the  lire,  and,  half  burnt  or  roasted,  they  devoured 
them  with  greedy  appetite.  Such  was  their  hunger,  they  behaved  as  tliough  they  were 
rather  cannibals  than  Europeans,  "  the  blood  many  times  running-  down  fnmi  tlieir  beards 
to  their  waists." 

A  little  while  after  they  came  in  sight  of  the  highest  steeple  in  Panama  ;  and  one  can 
imagine  their  satisfaction.  All  their  trumpets  were  sounded,  and  drums  beat.  Then  they 
]ii;ched  their  camp  for  that  night;  the  whole  army  waiting  with  imiiatience  for  the  morning, 
w!.en  they  intended  to  attack  the  city.  During  the  evening  lifty  horse  a])|)eared,  who 
came  out  of  the  city  on  the  noise  of  the  drums  and  trumpets,  to  observe  the  enemy's 
]iosition,  and  came  almost  within  musket-shot  of  the  army.  Those  on  horseback 
hallooed  to  the  pirates,  and  threatened  them,  saving,  "  Perros !  uos  veremos  ! '' — that  is, 
'■'Ye  dogs!  we  shall  meet  ye!"  Tliey  then  returned  to  the  city,  except  only  seven  or 
eigiit  horsemen,  who  hovered  al)Out  to  watch  the  pirates.  "  Immediat  dy  after  the 
city  tired,  and  ceased  not  to  play  their  biggest  guns  all  night  long  against  liic  camp,  but 
witli  little  or  no  harm  to  the  pirates,  whom  they  could  not  easily  reach.  Now  also  the 
JjllK  Si)aniards,  vdiom  the  pirates  had  seen  in  the  afternoon,  appeared  again,  niakinn'  a 
ohow  of  blocking  up  the  pass.-ig-es,  that  no  pirates  might  escape  their  hands.  Jhit  the 
pirates,  thougli  in  a  manner  besieged,  inst\id  of  fearing  their  l)loekades,  as  soon  as  they 
had  plaCL'd  sentinels  about  their  camp,  opened  their  satchels,  and,  without  any  napkins  or 
])liites,  fell  to  eating-  very  heartily  the  ])ieei's  of  bulls'  anil  horses'  Moh  which  they  had 
re-erved  since  noon.  This  done  they  laid  themselves  down  to  slec])  on  the  grass,  with 
great    repose   and    satisfaction,    expecting   only    with    impatience   the   dawning    of   the    next 
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"The  tenth  day,  betimes   in   the   morning,  they  put  all  tlieir  men   in   order,  and,  with 
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directed  Cai)taiii  .Nria-gan  not  to  take  the  comnum  highway,  lest  they  should  lind  in  it  many 
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aiiiliiis('ii(Ics.  lie  (link  his  iidvico,  ami  t'lmse  aiintlior  wiiy  tlinniuli  tlie  wimd,  tliouyli  very 
irksome  and  dilliciill.  'I'lu'  SjtanianlH,  perceiving  the  pirates  had  taken  another  way  thoy 
scaree  liad  thinin'ht  of,  were  eonipelled  to  h'ave  their  harrieades  and  Ijatteries,  and  eonio 
ont  to  meet  tlieni.  The  (iovernor  of  Panama  pnt  liis  forces  in  order,  eon.sislinij  of  two 
sipiadrons,  four  reijiments  of  foot,  and  a  laro-o  ninnher  of  wild  hulls,  which  were  driven 
liy  a   large  nnmher  of  Indians,  with  some  negroes  and  others  to  help  them.'" 

The   jiirates,  now   npon   their  march,  came   to  the  top  of  a  low  hill,   whence   they  Inul 


HntMNi;   or  I'anama. 
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a  prospect  of  the  city  and  cliampai<i;'ne  country  underneath.  Here  they  found  the  forces 
of  the  people  of  I'anama  in  battle  array  to  he  so  mimeroiis  that  they  were  rather  alarmed. 
Much  douhtiny  the  fortunes  of  the  day,  most  of  them  wislied  themselves  at  home,  or  at 
least  free  from  the  obligation  of  tigliting  at  tiiat  moment,  but  it  was  obvious  that  they 
must  eitlier  (ight  resolutely  or  die;  for  no  (piarter  could  be  ex]iected  from  an  enemy  on 
whom  they  had  committed  so  many  iruelties.  They  divided  themselves  into  three  battalions, 
sending  in  advance  two  liundred  bucaniers,  who  were  good  shots.  Descending  the  hill 
they  marcheil  directly  towards  the  Spaniards,  who  waited  for  their  coming.  As  soon  as 
tliey  approached,  the  .Sjianiards  began  to  shout  and  cry,  ''  \'iva  el  Hoy!"  ("God  save  the 
Kini^I")  and  immediately  their  horse  moved  against  the  pirates;  but  the  lields  being  full 
of   (piigmires,  soft    under    foot,    they    could    not    wheel    al)out    as    they    desired.       The    two 
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liiinilreil  btieanieiH  who  wont  boforo,  caeli  puttnij;  ono  knee  to  the  {frounil,  hL';,'an  the  battle 
l)risil\ly  with  a  I'lill  volley  ol'  shot  ;  the  Spaniards  ilerendtHl  themselves  eoura^iH)Hsly,  doinj; 
all  thev  could  to  disorder  the  eneniv.  Their  int'antrv  endeavoured  to  second  the  cavalrv,  Imt 
were  constrained  by  the  pirates  to  leave  them.  Findinj^  themselves  batlled,  they  attempted 
to  drive  a  number  ol"  half-wild  bulls  against  them  behind,  to  put  them  into  disorder  ;  but 
the  cattle  ran  away  tVi<j|:htened  with  the  unise  of  the  battle;  sjme  few  broke  through 
the  English  companies,  and  only  tore  the  colours  in  pieces,  while  the  bucaniers  shot  every 
one  of  them  dead. 

The  battle  having  continued  two  hours,  the  greater  part  of  the  Spanish  horse  was 
routetl,  and  almost  all  killed;  the  rest  (led,  which  the  foot  seeing,  and  tinding  that  they 
could  not  possibly  prevail,  they  discharged  the  shot  they  had  in  their  muskets,  and  throwing 
them  down,  lied  away,  every  one  as  he  could.  The  pirates  could  not  follow  them,  being 
too  niudi  harassed  and  wearied  with  their  long  journey.  -Many,  not  being  able  to  ily  whither 
they  desired,  liid  themselves  temporarily  among  the  shrubs  of  the  sea-side,  but  very 
unfortunately,  for  most  of  them  being  found  l)y  the  pirates  were  instantly  killed,  without 
any  (piarter.  Some  priests  were  brought  prisoners  l)efore  Captain  Morgan,  but  he  was  deaf 
to  their  cries,  and  commanded  them  all  to  be  pistolled,  which  was  done.  Soon  alter  they 
brought  a  captain  to  him,  wliom  he  examined  very  strictly  as  to  the  forces  of  I'anama. 
lie  answered,  their  whole  strength  consisted  in  four  hundre<l  horse,  twenty-four  companies 
of  foot,  each  of  one  hundred  men  complete;  sixty  Indians  and  some  negroes,  who  were  to 
drive  two  thousand  wild  bulls  upon  the  English,  and  thus,  by  breaking  their  liles,  put  them 
into  a  total  disorder;  besides,  that  in  the  city  they  had  made  trenches  and  raised  batteries; 
in  several  jdaces  ;  and  that  at  the  entry  of  the  highway  leading  to  the  city,  they  had 
Ijuilt  a  fort  mounted  with  eight  great  brass  guns,  defended  by  tifly  men.  The  pirates 
were  now,  however,  both  elated  by  their  successes  and  furious  at  their  losses,  and  that 
same  day  the  city  fell  corajdetely  into  their  hands.  Strict  injunctions  were  given  to  the 
freebooters  not  to  even  taste  the  wine  they  found,  as  the  caiitain  feared  that  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  debauchery  must  ensue  after  the  j)rivations  they  had  endured.  lie 
gave  out,  however,  that  he  had  l)een  informed  that  the  wine  was  poisoned.  Cai)tain 
Morgan,  as  soon  as  he  had  placed  the  necessiiry  guards,  commandeil  twenty-live  men 
to  seize  a  large  boat,  which  had  stuck  in  the  mud  of  the  pi>rt,  for  want  of  water,  at 
a  low  tide.  The  same  day,  about  noon,  he  tired  jirivately  several  great  editiccs  of  the 
city,  nobody  knowing  who  was  the  author  of  the  outrage;  the  fire  increased  so  that 
before  night  the  greater  part  of  the  city  was  in  tlames.  Captain  Morgan  jiret ended  that 
the  Spaniards  had  done  it,  finding  that  his  own  people  blamed  him  for  the  action.  i\Iany 
of  the  S])aniards,  and  some  of  the  pirates,  did  what  they  could  either  to  (piench  the  ilames, 
or,  by  blowing  uj)  houses  with  gunpowder,  and  pulling  down  others,  to  stop  it,  but  almost 
in  vain,  for  in  less  than  half  an  hour  it  consumed  a  whole  street.  (All  the  houses  of  the 
city  were  then  built  of  cedar). 

Next  day  Captain  ^Morgan  despatched  away   two  troojis,  of  150  men  each,  (o  seek  for 

the  inhabitants  who  had  escaped.     Above  2U(l  ])risoners,  men,  women,  and  slaves,  were  taken. 

Three  other  boats  were  also  taken.     But   all    these   prizes  they  would   willingly   have  given 

for  one  galleon,  which   miraculously  escaped,  richly  laden  with  the  king's  plate,   jewels,  and 
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oIliiT  prciinns  iroiids  ol'  llic  liost  and  riclit'st  infrclumt-^  uf  I'iinatna  ;  u  iimiili'.'r  of  iiims  iils  > 
liad  ciiiliiirkcil  witli  tln-in  all  the  nniainciitrt  >>[  tlii'ir  cliiircli,  consist iii>''  of  ;,'i)ltl,  plait',  and 
(flier  lliinns  of  jfvcat  value.  "  Tlic  stivny:tli  oi'  this  {galleon  was  iiieonsideral)le,  liavin;: 
<>\\]\-  seven  },nins  and  ten  i>r  twelve  muskets,  nnd  very  ill  prdvitli'd  with  victuals,  necessarii's, 
;ind  fresh  water."  They  suhsi'tiiiently  lock  a  tulerahly  \i<'h  prize,  having'  ou  hoard  :i(l,(MJ() 
<l(illars  in  coin. 

i'Vhi'uarv  :21th,  l<)71,  Captain  Mor;,''an  departed  from  I'unanni,  or  rathor  huin  the 
]ilace  wheio  Panama  hail  onco  stood.*  The  spoils  included  17')  heusts  of  hurden,  laden  with 
silver  iind  f-^'dd,  besides  ahout  (iOO  jirisoners,  men,  women,  children,  and  slaves. 

Wiien  the  march  lies^an,  the  cries  and  shrieks  nf  the  unfortunal-  jjrisoncrs  were 
renewed,  which  did  not  worry  C'ajitain  Mor;ian.  They  marched  in  the  same  order  a-< 
liefore,  one  party  of  the  jnrates  in  the  van,  the  prisoners  in  the  middle,  and  the  rest 
of  Die  ])irates  in  tlio  rear,  by  whom  the  miserahle  Sj)aniards  were  ahused,  luuiched,  and 
thrust  in  their  hacks  and  sides,  to  make  them  walk  faster.  A  beautiful  and  virtuous  lady, 
the  wife  ol  a  merchant,  was  led  jn'isoner  by  herself,  between  two  pirates.  Ifer  lamentations 
pierced  the  skies,  seeinj,-  herself  carried  away  into  captivity,  often  cryiny  to  the  pirates, 
and  lellinji  them  "  that  she  had  yiven  orders  to  two  reliifioiis  persons,  in  whom  she  had 
relied,  to  j^'o  to  a  certain  place,  and  fetch  so  much  as  her  ransom  did  amount  to;  that  they 
hiid  ))romiscd  faithfully  to  do  it,  but  having-  obtained  the  money,  instead  of  bringing  it  tn 
lier,  they  had  employed  it  another  way,  to  ransom  some  of  their  own  and  ])articular  friends." 
Tiiis  Captain  Morfyan  I'ound  to  be  true,  and  he  j^ave  the  lady  her  liberty  ;  otherwise  he 
bad  desi^'ued  to  transport  her  to  Jamaica.  Hut  he  detained  the  monks  as  prisoners  in  her 
place,  nsinj^  them  accordin<,f  to  their  deserts.  Many  of  the  prisoners  ransomed  themselves 
later,  while  others  were  taken  to  Jamaica  and  soUl.  About  half-way  aeross  the  Istlnnus 
Morg-an  had  his  men  searched,  goiuf?  throngl^  the  form  himself.  This  was  to  see  whether 
any  one  had  secreted  valuables  for  his  own  use.  The  French  pirates  of  ^Morgan's  expedition 
took  irvoat  offence  at  this,  but  they  were  forced  to  submit.  At  Chagres  the  dividend 
was  made,  and  there  was  a  considerable  amount  of  dissatisfaction,  his  own  companions 
telling  him  to  his  face  that  he  had  reserved  the  best  jewels  for  himself.  Ifc  appears  likely 
that  he  had  done  so,  and  at  all  events,  at  this  period  he  suddenly  sailed  away  from  the 
larger  part  of  his  pirate-associates,  and  left  them  in  the  lurch.  Indeed,  afterwards,  some 
of  thorn  suffered   groat  privations   before  they  reached   the  common  rendezvous  in  Jamaica. 

Many  of  ^lorgan's  former  associates  vowed  to  murder  him  if  they  could  catch  him. 
believing'  that  he  had  enriched  himself  greatly  at  their  expense.  He,  for  the  nonce,  settleil 
in  Jamaica,  and  married  the  daughter  of  a  wealthy  man.  Long  after  this  the  pirate-; 
.sought  means  to  punish  him,  and  hearing  that  he  intended  to  retire  to  the  island  of  St. 
Catherine,  vowed  among  themselves  to  waylay  him  on  the  voyage.  An  nnexjjected  incident 
saved  Morgan.  At  this  very  crisis  a  new  governor  (Lord  Vaughan)  arrived  at  Port  Royal. 
Jamaic.i,  bringing  a  royal  order  for  the  successful  bucanicr  to  be  sent  to  England,  to 
answer  the  coniplaints  of  the  King  of   Sjtain,  in  regard   to  the   depretlations    made   on    his 

•  Tlio   rity   sit(>   was  almost    immuJiatily   iiftorwarilH   moved   to   a   "pot,   four   iiiilos   off,    where   the   proscnt 
ranania  ^tands. 


I 


I  hi;  I'liiAii;  sawkins, 


51 


f  ■ 


ik.-ly 

■om  the 

s,  sonu' 

amaica. 

h  him, 

set I led 

])irate-; 

of  St. 
iK'ident 

Royal. 

!Uul,    i<> 

on    liis 


siilijecfs.  Of  Ills  tri;il  little  or  iiMthiny  is  kiiuwn,  l)iil  lie  was  soou  after  l<iiis,Mite(i  '(■y 
Charles  II.,  ami  a|>|>'iiiite(l  ('oiiiiiiissii)iier  for  the  .Vdiiiiralty  at  Jamaica!  l''iirlhei'iiiort', 
ill  tilt;  autumn  of  |(iS(l,  the  i'larl  of  Caniarvnn,  then  froveriior  of  .lamaiea,  retiiriiiii;,^  to 
I'lnj^land,  left  the  ri-ilrrtinf  pirate  as  his  deputy,  and  Moryaii  sei/eil  the  opportunity  ti> 
hany  many  of  his  nld  comrades!  In  the  next  reii^n  he  was  thniwii  into  prison— wherefore, 
preeisoly  is  iiol  known,  and  his  tinal  fate  is  uneertaiii.  Sn  niueh  fur  the  vieissitiuk's  of  a 
pirate's  life. 
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'I'lip  Kxplolts  of  Cuptain  Suwkliis  Tlirrc  Ships  .iiiiirkcd  by  ('uiumm  Vallanl  IVraltii  Kxploslon  on  Hoaril  Mi^iruMi' 
Slulil  (111  Two  .sjilp's  llciUs -('apli'rc  of  an  Kiiipl.v  .Ship  l»lH-alisrarii(iii  ainoiii{  Iho  I'irati"*  Di'sciilcm  cii'  iniiin  - 
MrssuHi'  fniiii  the  (iovcnior  of  I'aimiiia  -Tlio  I'irair  Caiitaln's  Mnivailo- llin  Dcalli  l''cai'  insplri'il  on  all  llir  Siinihfni 
('onHl^4  I'l'i'pai'aliiiMs  fill' piMiishiiK  and  hiiidi'i'iiiK'  llii'  llMianici'^  -  ('apliiin  Kidd  Ills  tirsi  ('iiinnii^~liiii  as  I'l'ivali'ii'  — 
Tarns  llrali'  'I'hc  .Mo.  ha  Kli  el -A!:no-<t  a  .Miiliny  nii  lloanl  Kills  his  tinnni'i-  Caplnrr  of  llii  h  I'l'lxcs  .\  lilch 
Uaosdiii  diiidc'd  (intiiil  l)i\  idcnd  Kidd  disciliMl  liy  miiiK'  of  his  .Mun  Proclamation  of  I'ardoii  Kidd  rMcplrd 
Ituslirs  on  his  Doom     .Aircslcd  in  New  York    Trial  al  the  Old  ItaiUj     l'luudin«s     Kxciiilion  wilh  Six  ('iim|ianiciiiH. 

A.MO.\(i  the  H'leat  hiieaniers  of  the  seveutec.i.h  century  were  Captains  Coxon,  Harris, 
Mournpuo,  Sawkins,  and  Sharp,  of  the  exploits  of  only  one  or  two  of  whom  we  shall 
Ii.ivo  space  to  speak.  On  one  of  their  principal  expL'uitioiis  they  starteil  with  nine  vessels, 
having  on  board  IdO  men,  and.  after  a  desertion  of  two  of  the  sliijis'  companies,  had 
still  three-fourths  of  the  nuniher  left.  Their  march  from  the  coast  of  Darien-  the  jioiiit 
of  destination  being  the  unfortunate  city  of  I'aiiama — presented  similar  dillieulties  t<> 
those  already  experienced  by  Morgan,  and  the  narration  of  them  would  be,  therefore, 
tedious.  On  the  way  they  took  the  town  of  Santa  Maria,  but  did  not  obtain  much  booty. 
From  thence  they  proceeded  by  river,  in  thirty-live  canoes  and  a  boat,  to  '!">  Paeiiic 
Ocean.  At  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  du  the  rocks  outside,  some  of  them  were  sliipwreeke.I. 
and  for  a  time  the  ccmipany  became  separated,  although  almost  all  of  them  were  able 
afterwards  to  rejoin.  On  the  morning  of  April  :2''Jrd,  Iti^O  (St.  George's  Day),  they 
arrived  within  sight  of  the  city  of  Panama,  and  also  in  full  view  of  some  Spanish  men-of-war 
ready  for  the  fray,  as  they  immediately  weighed  anchor  and  sailed  towards  them.  Soino 
of  the  canoes  were  sailing  faster  than  the  boats,  and  there  was  every  fear  that  the  former 
would  be  run  down  by  the  ship.«.  AVhen  the  light  commenced,  the  pirates  had  only 
sixty-eight  men  to  contend  against  2i^,  Hiscayans,  mulattoes,  and  negroes. 

Cajitain  Sawkins's  canoe,  and  also  that  on  which  was  the  narrator  of  the  light,  were 
much  to  leeward  of  the  rest,  so  that  one  of  the  Spanish  ships  came  between  the  two 
and  lireil  on  both,  wounding,  with  these  broadsides,  live  men  in  the  two  canoes.  I'ut 
the  commander  jiaid  dearly  for  his  passage  between  them,  as  he  was  not  ([uick  in 
coming  about  again,  and  making  the  .same  way;  for  the  pirates  killed,  with  their  first 
volley,  several  of  his  men  upon  the  decks.  Thus  they  gut  also  to  windward,  as  the  rest 
were  before.     The  admiral   of   this  armadilla    (^or  little   fleet)  came  u\)  with  them  instantly. 
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B(ai-ci>  tjfiviii^  tiiih-  tn  <'|i:u-i;<<,  tliiiikiii^  to  pass  l>y  tliciii  all  with  ;m  littlt>  tlainaLfo  as  tlio 
>ii-8t  of  the  sliips  liail  (i<>iic.  lint,  as  it  lia|i|>('iii'il,  it  tiiriu><i  out  tniic-li  tlic  uurm-  liir  him  ; 
I'cii'  tlicy  wiTi'  so  fiirtiinatt'  as  to  kill  tin-  inai)  at  tlio  iicliii,  mo  thut  hid  Miii|i  ran  into  the 
wind,  and  lior  nails  lav  aliack.  My  thiii  means  they  all  hod  tiiuo  to  cunio  m|i  nndcr  her 
Htcrn,  and,  lirin^''  eoutiiinaliy  into  IiIm  vcHHel,  thoy  killed  ail  that  came  to  tliu  helm;  Itusidun 
which  slaiii^hter  they  cut  asuinler  his  mainshcet  and  Inace  with  their  nlutt.  At  tluH  time 
the  third  vessel  was  coniin;;'  to  the  aid  ol"  their  j^eiieial.  llereiiiion  Captiiin  SuwkinH,  who 
had  chan^etl  liitn  canoe  and  had  ;ronu  into  oiio  of  the  limits,  left  the  admiral  to  tour 
canoes  (for  his  own  was  (jnite  disalilod),  and   met   the  cujitain  »)!'  the  second  ship.     "  Uetweeu 
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him  and  Captain  Sawkins,"  says  the  chronicler,  ''  the  dispute  was  very  hot,  lying  ahoard 
each  other,  and  both  f?iviny  and  receiving  death  as  fast  as  they  could  charge.  'While 
we  were  thus  engaged  the  first  ship  tackwl  about,  and  came  uj)  to  relieve  the  admiral  ; 
but,  we  perceiving  it,  and  foreseeing  how  hard  it  would  go  witli  us  if  we  should  be  beaten 
from  the  admiral's  stern,  determined  to  prevent  his  design.  Hereupon  two  of  our  cancn's, 
to  wit.  Captain  Springer's  and  my  own,  stood  off  to  meet  him.  He  made  up  directly 
towards  the  admiral,  who  stood  upon  the  cpiarter-deck  waving  unto  him  with  a  handkerchief 
so  to  do;  but  we  engaged  him  so  closely  in  the  middle  of  his  way,  that  had  he  not 
given  us  the  helm,  and  made  away  from  us,  we  had  certainly  been  on  board  him.  We 
killed  so  many  of  the  men  that  the  vessel  had  scarce  men  enough  left  alive,  or  iinwounded, 
to  carry  her  oft";  yet,  the  wind  now  blowing  fresh,  they  made  shift  to  get  away  from  us, 
and  save  their  lives. 

"The   vessel    which    was   to    relieve    the    admiral   being  thns    put    to    flight,   we   canio 
about  again  upon    the  admiral,    and    all  together  gave  a  loud  halloo,   which  was    answered 
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hy   iHir   Dii'ii    in     tlic    |ii<riii^'iiii    (liir;<;('    Itoiit),    tli<>ii);-li   iit    a  (listtiiin>  from   ii^^.      At    tliiit     lini 
we  ciiiiu'   Ml)    cluMc    iiiitlor    tlic    Htmi   <>(    tliu  admiral,  that    we   \vi>il 
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W'llial  killfil   l)iitli   tli<>  ailiiiiral  lliln^<l■lt'  aiitl  tin'  t-liirt'    pilot  oi'    \\'\^   Mlii|i;    hu  that   now  they 
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VI'    aliiiDst    unitf    ilisalilcti    and    diHlicaiti-'in'd    likewixc,    M't'iny;  what   a  lilnniiv 
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had  inadf  anmn^''  them  with  our  shut.  ili<r<Mi|i<)U,  twn-tliinU  ul'  liirt  nion  Immii^'  kiiU'd,  and 
many  nthtTH  wouiidL'tl,  tln-y  crii'd  tor  unaitiT,  which  had  MVi'ial  liineH  hofii  olTcivd  to  tlu-m, 
aiul  lis  Htiiiitly  diMiii'd  till  thru.  Caiitain  Cuxon  Imaidcd  tlii>  adiniru!.  ■>iid  toil;  with  li'in 
('ai>taiii  Harris,  wlm  had  lu'on  himt  thriiii);h  Ixith  hiu  IcgH  uh  hi'  hnldly  advi'iitmrd  ii]. 
aluiii,'-  till'  sidi  ut'  the  Hhip.  This  vessel  hoinj^  thus  taken  we  jiiit  nil  luiard  her  all  inir  wniindi'd 
men,  and  instantly  manned  twn  of  our  eaiiues  to  j,'o  and  aid  Captain  Saw  kins,  who  had 
now  hecn  throe  times  heaton  I'mm  on  hoard  I'eralta,  siuh  valiant  delencc  had  he  made; 
and,  indeed,  to  give  our  enemies  their  due,  no  men  in  the  world  did  ever  aet  more  hravely 
than   these  Spaniards. 

"  Thus  eoinini;  ilose  iiiuler  Peralta's  side,  wo  gave  him  a  full  volley  of  slmi,  and  ex- 
peetod  t  have  the  like  ('turn  t'lnm  him  ai,'aiii  ;  hut  on  a  sudden  wo  saw  liis  men  hlown 
up  that  were  ahiil't  tie  mast,  some  id'  tlieiii  falling-  i>n  the  deek  and  others  into  the  sea. 
This  disaster  wis  sm  u  perecived  liy  their  valiant  eaptain  I'eralta;  Imt  lie  leaped  overlinard, 
and,  in  spite  of  al'  our  shot  <,'ot  si'veral  (d"  them  hack  iiitn  the  slii|i  a^'ain,  thi'iio'li  lu'  was 
nuieli  huriit  in  hoth  his  '  "luls  liimself.  lUit  as  one  misl'ortnne  .seldom  eoiiieth  aloiii', 
meanwhile  he  was  recovt  i  i;-  these  men  to  reinfnree  his  ship  witlial  and  renew  the  tif^-lit, 
another  jar  of  i' iwder  took  lire  i-  'ward,  and  hlew  up  several  ntlier-^  iiioii  the  foneastle. 
Anionic'  this  sin  .kc ,  ;nid  umler  Ih.j  opportunity  thereof,  Captain  JSawkins  laid  them  nil 
hoard,  and   took    ilie  ship." 

Soon  after  they  were  taken  the  narrator  Wi'iit  on  hoard  Captain  I'eralta's  vessel  to 
sec  what  eondition  'lu'\  were  in,  and  a  iiiiserahle  si^lit  it  was;  for  tliere  was  not  a  man 
that  was  not  either  killed,  desperate'y  wounded,  or  lioirihly  luiriit  with  powder.  Their  dark 
skins  were  freqm  itly  turned  white,  the  powder  haviny  torn  it  from  their  llesli  and  hones. 
On  the  admiral's  ship  there  were  Imt  twenty-live  men  alive  out  of  eighty-six.  Of  these 
twenty-live  men  only  eight  were  able  to  hear  arms,  all  the  rest  liein<:!;  desperately  wounded 
and  hy  their  wounds  totally  disahled  to  make  any  resistanee,  or  defend  themselves.  Their 
blood  ran  down  the  deeks  in  whole  streams,  and  searee  one  place  in  the  ship  was  found 
that   was  free  from  Mood. 

.1:'  iiifj  possessetl  themselves  of  these  two  vessels,  Captain  Saw  kins  a>ked  the  prisoners 
how  many  men  there  were  on  hoard  the  greatest  ship,  lyiii"'  in  the  harhoiir  of  the  i  ..md 
of  I'erieo,  as  also  on  the  others  that  were  something  smaller.  Captain  Peialta  hearing 
tlicse  (piestioiis,  dissuailed  him  as  nineh  as  he  could,  saying  that  in  the  higgest  alone  there 
were  three  hundred  and  fifty  inou,  and  that  he  would  lind  the  rest  too  well  provided  for 
defence  against  his  small  nuinher.  But  one  of  the  men  who  lay  dying  upon  the  deek 
contradiete<l  Peralta  as  he  was  speaking,  and  told  Cii|itain  Sawkins  there  was  not  one  man 
on  hoard  those  shijis  that  were  in  view,  for  they  had  all  been  taken  out  of  them  to  fight 
the  pirates,  in  the  three  vessels  just  taken.  Tiiese  words  were  credited  as  proceeding  from 
a  dying  man;  and  steering  their  course  to  the  island  they  went  on  board  them,  and. 
found,  as  he  iiad  said,  not  one  person    there.     The  largest  of  the  ships,  which  was  calletl  It 
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Siiiilix'^iiiiii  Tiiiiiilod,  tlicy  liad  set  on  lire.  Tlicy  liad  also  made  a  liole  in  licr,  and  loosened 
lier  fore-sail.  Miit  tiiey  (|iieMciied  the  lire  witli  all  s])ee>I,  and  sto])|ied  the  leak.  This 
lieinj;'  dtiiie  they  put  their  wounded  men  tm  hoard  Iier,  anil  made  her  iiu'  the  present  their 
hospitah 

I  laving'  surveyed  their  own  loss,  they  found  cij^hteen  of  their  men  had  been  killed  in 
the  liLilit,  and  twenty-two  wounded.  The  three  eaptains  against  whom  they  had  font>'lit 
had  been  esteemed  by  the  S])aniards  the  bravest  in  all  the  "South  Seas";  neither  was 
iheir  reputation  undeserved,  as  nuiy  easily  be  inferred  from  the  narrative  given  of  the 
ent,'ay'emcnt.  As  tlie  tiiird  shiji  was  runninji;'  away  I'rom  the  fij^ht,  she  met  with  two  more 
euminji'  out  (o  their  assistance;  but  yave  them  so  little  enconrajjement  that  they  turned 
back  and  dared  not  enj^'a^'e  the  pirates.  Tlu'  light  began  about  half  an  hour  after  sunrise, 
and  by  noon  the  battle  was  linished.  Cai)tain  Peralta,  while  he  was  their  prisoner,  would 
often  break  out  into  admiration  of  their  valour,  and  say  that  surely  "  luiglislimen  were 
the  most  vabant  men  in  the  whole  world,  who  endeavoured  always  to  fight  oi)enly,  whiUt 
all  other  nations  invented  all  the  ways  imaginable  to  barricade  themselves,  and  light  as 
close  as  they  could." 

Other  vessels  were  shortly  afterwards  taken.  15ut  in  si)ite  of  their  successes,  there 
was  dissatislaction  among  some  of  the  j)irates,  and  ('ai)tain  Coxon  was  >penly  branded  as 
a  coward  by  some  of  them,  lor  the  small  part  he  had  taken  in  the  engagement.  lie 
immediately  de-erted  with  seventy  of  the  men.  Soon  afterwards  other  pirates,  however, 
joined   the  forces. 

J'^ight  days  after  their  arrival  at  Tavoga  (now  called  Toboga),  they  took  a  .ship  that 
was  coming  fnmi  Truxillo,  and  bound  (br  Panama.  In  this  vessel  they  found  two  thou- 
sand jars  (d'  wiiu',  lifty  jars  of  gunpowder,  and  lifty-one  thousand  jueces  of  eight.  This 
money  had  been  sent  from  that  city  to  i)ay  the  soldiers  belonging  to  the  garrison  of 
I'anama.  From  the  jtrize  they  had  information  that  there  was  another  ship  coming  from 
Lima  with  one  hundred  thousand  iiieces  of  eight  more,  which  vessel  was  to  sail  ten  or 
twelve  days  alter  them,  and  which,  Ihey  said,  could  not  be  long  before  she  arrived  at 
I'anama.  Witiiin  two  days  after  this  intelligence  they  took  another  ship  laden  with  Hour 
IVom  'J'ruxillo,  and  the  men  on  this  prize  confirmed  what  the  first  had  told  them,  and  said 
that   the  rifh   vessel  might  be  ex])ected  there  in  the  space  of  eight  or  ten  days. 

While  they  lay  at  Tavoga  the  President  or  Governor  of  Panama  sent  a  message  by 
some  merchants  to  them  to  know  what  they  came  for.  To  this  message  Captain  Sawkins 
made  answer  that  "  he  came  fo  assist  the  King  of  Darien,  who  was  the  true  lord  of 
Panama  an<l  all  the  country  thereabouts,  and  that  since  he  had  come  so  far  it  was 
reasonable  that  they  should  have  some  satisfaction.  So  that  if  he  pleased  to  send  live 
hundred  jiieces  of  eight  for  each  man  and  one  thousand  for  each  commander,  and  would 
not  any  further  annoy  the  Indians,  but  suffer  them  to  use  their  own  juiwer  and  liberty, 
as  became  the  true  and  natural  lords  of  the  country,  that  then  they  would  desist  from 
fiu'thcr  hostilities,  and  go  away  peaceably;  otherwise,  that  he  should  stay  there,  and  get 
what  he  could,  causing  the  Spaniards  what  damage  was  possible."  From  the  Panama 
merchants  thi'V  learned  there  lived  there  as  IJishop  of  Panama,  one  who  had  formerly  been 
Pisliop  of  Santa   .Martha,  and  who    had    been    prisoner    to    Captam  Sawkins  when    he    took 
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flie  ])la<'e  aliout  four  nr  live  years  before.  Tlie  i-nptaiii  Iiavinn'  recciscd  (liis  iiildilm'n.'ft 
s(Mit  two  loaves  of  siij^'ar  to  the  liisliop  as  a  jiroseiit.  'I'lic  next  day  tlic  mercliaiil  who 
carried  tlieni,  retiirninic  to  Tavoya,  broiiylit  the  captain  a  "-old  riiiy,  and  a  niessan'e  to 
("aplaiii  Sa\vl<ins  from  the  I'rcsiiient  above  mentioned,  to  i\no\v  tiirtlu'r  of  him,  since  they 
were  llnylishmeii,  "  From  whom  they  liad  tiieir  <'ommissi()n,  and  to  wliom  lie  oni^'iit  to 
complain  for  the  (hima<;'es  they  had  already  done  lliem  ? ''  To  this  messam'  Captain 
Saivkins  sent  l)aek  f()r  an  answer,  "  thai  as  yet  all  liis  com|)any  were  not  come  to^^'ellicr, 
bnt  that;  wlicn  they  were  come  u}),  they  would  eome  and  visit  liim  at  I'anama,  and  briny 
liieir  eommissions  on  tlie  muzzles  of  their  <i^uns;  at  which  time  he  should  read  them  as 
plain  as  the  tlamo  of  guni)owder  could  make  them."  Ihit  Sawkins's  bravado  never  canu'  to 
anythinji;',  and  he  was  shortly  afterwards  killed  at  Pnebla  Xneva. 

J{ut  the  impression  made  by  the  pirates'  deeds  had  spread  far  ami  wide.  Snmi'  lime 
afterwards,  when  Captain  Sharp,  who  succeeded  Sawkins,  and  had  made  several  captiMc.x  in  the 
meantime,  took  a  vessel  of  the  Sjianish  armada  on  that  coast  (not  t!ie  (ireat  Armada,  gentle 
render;  the  word  simply  siynilies  "fleet")  the  captain  proved  to  tliem  in  a  speech  how 
the  fame  and  fear  of  the  pirates  had  pervaded  the  South  Pacilic,  and  what  ]ireparations 
had  l)een  made  to  resist  them.  lie  said,  "  (ientleinen,  1  am  now  your  jaisoner  of  war 
by  the  overruling  providence  of  Fortmie;  and,  moreovi'r,  am  very  well  satisiietl  that 
no  money  whatsoever  can  prociu'e  my  ransom,  at  least  for  the  present,  at  yom' 
hands;  hence  I  am  persuaded  it  is  not  my  interest  to  tell  yon  a  lie,  which  if  I  do, 
I  desire  you  to  ])unish  nie  as  severely  as  you  think  lit.  Wo  heard  of  your  takino'  and 
destroying'  our  armadilhi  .ind  other  shij)s  at  Panama,  about  six  weeks  after  that  engage- 
nient,  by  two  several  barks  which  arrived  here  from  thence;  bnt  they  could  not  inform 
us  whether  you  designed  to  come  any  farther  to  the  simthward,  but  rather  d'sirel  we 
would  send  them  speedily  all  the  help  by  sea  that  we  ))ossil)ly  could;  hereupon  wi 
sent  the  rumour  of  your  being  in  these  seas  to  Lima,  desiring  they  would  expedite 
what  succour  they  could  send  to  join  with  ours.  We  had  at  tliat  time  in  our  harl>our 
two  or  three  great  ships,  but  all  of  them  very  unfit  to  sail;  for  this  reason,  at  Lima,  the 
\'iceroy  of  Pern  ])ressed  three  large  nierchant-shii)s,  into  the  biggest  of  which  he  put 
fourteen  brass  guns,  into  the  second  ten,  and  in  the  other  six.  Into  these  he  added  two 
barks,  and  put  7o(J  men  on  board  them  all.  Of  this  number  of  men  they  laiuled  eiglit 
score  at  Point  St.  Helen,  all  the  rest  being  carried  down  to  Panama,  with  design  to  tight 
you  there.  IJesides  these  forces  two  other  men-of-war,  l)igger  than  the  afore-mentioned, 
are  still  lying  at  Lima,  and  fitting  out  with  all  speed  to  follow  and  ]>nrsne  you.  One  ol 
these  men-of-war  is  ecpiipped  with  thirty-six  brass  guns,  and  the  other  with  thirty  ;  these 
ships,  besides  their  complement  of  seamen,  have  MHI  soldiers  ailded  to  them  by  the  viceroy. 
Another  man-of-war  belonging  to  this  number,  and  lesser  than  the  afore-mentioned,  is 
called  the  Pulnche.  This  ship  carries  twenty-four  gtuis,  and  was  sent  to  Arica  to  fetch 
the  king's  plate  from  thence  ;  but  the  viceroy  having  received  intelligence  of  yoiir  exploits 
at  Panama,  sent  for  this  ship  back  from  thence  in  such  haste  that  they  came  away  and 
left  the  money  behind  them.  Hence  the  Piilaclu'  now  lies  at  the  port  of  Callao,  reatly  to 
sail  on  the  lirst  occasion,  or  news  of  your  arrival  thereabout;  they  having  fi»r  this  purpose 
sent  to  all  parts  very  strict  orders  to  keep  a  good  look-out  on  all  sides,  and  all  jilac  's  along 
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tlic  coast.  Since  tliis,  from  ]\Iiintn,  ilicv  sent  us  word  tliut  tliey  had  seen  two  slji))s  at 
sea  jiass  liy  tliat  place;  and  I'luni  tlie  (ioat  Key  al.-o  we  heard  that  the  Indians  had  seen 
yon,  and  that  they  were  assured  that  one  of  yonr  vessels  was  the  ship  called  La  Tiiiiididl, 
which  you  had  taken  before  Panama,  as  beiny  a  ship  well  known  in  these  seas.  From 
hence  we  concluded  that  yiiur  desiyn  was  to  i>ly  and  make  yonr  voya<^e  thereabouts.  Now 
this  bark  wherein  you  took  us  prisoners  beinjy  bound  for  Panama,  the  Governor  nf 
Guayaquil  sent  us  out  before  her  departure,  if  possible,  to  discover  you;  which,  if  we  did, 
we  were  to  run  the  bark  on  shore  and  <;et  awav,  or  else  to  lijjht  von  with  these  soldiers 
and  lire-arms  that  you  see.  As  soon  as  we  heard  of  your  being-  in  the  seas  we  built  two 
forts,  the  one  of  six  guns,  and  the  other  of  four,  for  the  defence  of  the  town.  At  the 
last  muster  taken,  in  the  town  of  (iuayacpiii,  we  had  there  ><oll  men  of  all  colours;  but 
when  we  came  out  we  left  oidy  »•")()  men  that  were  actually  under  arms."  The  story 
of  Sharp  and  others  of  tiie  pirates,  after  this,  shows  that  the  Spanish  preparations  had  a 
very  decided  elTect  on  tiu.>  spoils  they  were  able  to  accpu're.  Their  yains  were  small;  and 
apart  from  the  dauLjvrs  of  the  sea,  a  number  barely  escaped  being  ma.ssacred  ashore  at  the 
Island  of  Plate.  AVlien  they  attem])ted  to  return  by  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  they  were 
tempest-tossed  and  sorely  tried.  They  could  not  iind  the  entrance  to  the  straitSj  and 
eventually  rounded  America  liy  what  is  descril)ed  iis  "an  unknown  way."  That  unknown 
route  was  unmistakably   r',,i   Cape   Horn. 

Among  tlie  notorious  pirates  probably  no  one  is  better  known  in  England  than  Captaiit 
liobcrt  Kidd,  whose  trial  and  execution  formed  the  subject  of  many  once  popular  ballads. 
lie  commenced  life  in  the  king's  service,  and  had  so  far  distinguished  himself,  that  we 
tind  him  in  the  lirst  moi.t'i  of  1  (>'.'.">  receiving  a  commission  from  His  Majesty  AVilliam  III, 
to  command  a  "  jirivatc  "  man-of-war  to  "  ajjprehend,  seize,  ami  take"  certain  American 
j)inites.  The  j)rivateer  was  actually  lilted  out  at  tiie  expense  of  Lord  Bellanioiit,  at  one 
time  {u)Vernor  of  IJarbadoes,  and  others,  who  knew  the  wealth  that  the  pirates  had  ac(piired  ; 
and  they  obtained  the  king's  conuiiission,  partly  with  the  view  of  keeping  the  men  under 
better  command,  and  also  to  give  their  enterprise  some  sort  of  sanction  of  legality.  Kidd 
sailed  for  New  \ork,  where  he  engaged  more  men,  increasing  his  officers  and  crew  to 
a  total  of  l.jH.  Ivich  man  was  to  have  one  share  in  any  di\  ision  of  spoil,  wliiie  he 
reserved  for  liinisclf  and  owners  forty  shan>s.  Tiiis  vessel  was  the  Aihi'iiliirc  galley,  of" 
thirty  guns. 

After  calling  at  Madeira  and  tiie  De  \"crde  Islands  for  pro\  isions  and  necessaries,  he 
set  sail  for  ^Madagascar,  then  a  rendezvous  of  the  Indian  Ocean  ])irates.  After  cruising 
on  that  and  tlie  Malabar  coasts,  where  he  was  not  at  lirst  successful  in  meeting  with  any 
of  the  jtirate  vessels,  he  touched  at  a  jilace  called  Mabbee,  on  the  Red  Sea,  where  he  helpe<l 
liiinself  to  a  (juantity  of  the  natives'  corn,  without  olTering  ]»ayment.  Hitherto  he  luul 
acted  strictly  in  his  capacity  as  a  legalised  jirivateer,  but  he  now  began  to  show  his  true 
colours.  The  Mocha  licet  wa.-;  exjieeted  shortly  to  ])ass  that  way,  and  when  he  pro])osed 
to  his  crew  that  they  >hould  attack  it,  one  and  all  agreed.  He  thereujxin  sent  a  well-manned 
boat  to  reconnoitre,  which  returned  in  a  lew  days  with  the  news  that  there  were  fourteen 
or  lifteen  ships  about  to  sail.  It  will  be  understood  that  the  Mocha  Heel  had  nothing  to 
do   with    American   jiirales,  but    was  a   commercial    fleet,   in  this  case  consisting  of  English, 
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Dutch,  and  MiKirish  vessels,  convoyod  hy  ii  vessel  or  vessels  of  war,  in  the  fashion  of  th(  sc 
days.  The  man  at  the  masthead  >ui\i\  announced  its  approaeh,  and  Kidd,  ifettiny  inltv 
the  midst  of  the  vessels,  iired  briskly  at  a  Moorish  ship.  Two  men-uf-war,  however,  hore 
down  ujion  him,  and  knowiny  he  was  not  a  match  for  them,  Kidd  reiuctautly  ]>ut  on  all 
sail,  and  ran  away.  Shortly  ai'terwards  he  tiK)k  a  small  vessel  heloULiini;'  to  .Moorish 
owners,  the  ma>ter  lieiny  an  Kn<^li-liman,  whom  he  forced  into  his  service  as  jiilot.  lie 
used  the  men  hrutally,  having-  them  hoisted  hy  the  arms  and  tiruhlied  with  a  cutlass,  to 
find  out  whether  or  no  any  valuahjes  were  on  hoard.  As  there  was  next  to  nothing  to 
bo  found,  he  seized  some  (quantity  of  eolTee  and  pepper,  and  let  the  vessel  go.  ^^  hen  he 
touched  shortly  ai'terwards  at  a  Moorish  port,  he  found  that  he  was  suspected,  and  soon 
after  this  he  discovered  that  many  places  along  the  coast  had  become  alarmed.  A  Por- 
tuguese man-of-war  was  despatched  after  him,  and  met  him;  he  fought  lier  gallantly  for 
about  si.K  hours,  when  he  again  became  convinced  that  prudence,  in  this  case,  was  the  better 
part  of  valour,  and  made  good  his  escape. 

Not  long  after  this  he  encountered  a  Moorish  vessel,  having  for  master  a  Dutch 
"sehipper."  Kidd  chased  her  under  French  c(dours,  and  hailed  Iter  in  the  same  language, 
A  Frenchman  on  board  answered,  when  lie  was  told,  "  you  are  the  ea]>tain,"  meaning, 
"you  must  be."  Kidd's  reason  for  this  was  that  he  held,  in  addition  (o  his  commission 
against  jiirates,  one  called  a  "commission  of  reprisal"  against  French  vessels.  At  this 
time  he  seems  to  have  been  almost  doulitful  as  to  his  course  of  action,  for  while  he  took 
the  cargo  of  the  last-named  ship,  he  refused  to  attack  a  Dutch  vessel  which  he  met  some 
time  afterwards.  In  this  case  there  was  almost  a  mutiny  on  board,  a  majority  being  in 
favour  of  attack.  Many  threatened  even  to  man  a  boat  and  seize  her,  which  Kidd  pre- 
vented by  swearing  that  if  they  did  they  would  never  come  on  board  his  shij)  again.  His 
gunner  shortly  ai'terwards  reproached  him  with  this  matter,  and  said  that  he  had  ruined 
them  all.  Kidd,  whose  career  might  have  ended  much  sooner  than  it  did,  if  the  mutinous 
ones  had  been  so  disposed,  was  ecpial  to  the  emergency.  Politely  <'alling  his  gunner  "  a  dog," 
be  seized  a  b'.ieket  and  broke  it  over  the  unfortunate  man's  skull,  who  died  a  day  after. 
A  Portuguese  prize  of  tolerable  value,  containing  Indian  goods,  jars  of  butter,  bags  of  rice, 
wax,  &(•.,  was  taken  shortly  ai'terwards,  and  this  put  the  crew  in  bctti-r  humour,  which 
was  vastly  increased  when  he  fell  in  with  the  Qn/n/,'  Mn-rlKinf,  a  richly-laden  .Moorish 
ship  of  JOK  tons,  having  for  master  an  Kiiglishman  named  \V right.  Kidd  chased  her 
under  Frencii  eoloin-s,  and  took  her  witlioiit  a  struggle.  There  were  hardly  any  Fnropeaiis 
on  board,  but  tin-re  were  a  numb.'r  u\'  Armenian  merchants.  The  jiirate  at  lirst  proposed 
that  they  should  pay  a  ransom,  and  that  he  would  let  them  depart  in  peace.  They  olfered 
a  sum  something  imder  t;i,tl(Mt,  at  which  he  laughed,  and  seized  the  vessel,  selling  the 
cargo  at  various  points,  at  wliicli  he  also  left  tlie  crew.  When  the  division  of  the  spoil  was 
made,  each  man  netted  almut  t:i(lll,  while  lii<  forty  shures  anionnted  to  a  total  of  Ls,()()0. 
In  spite  of  these  enormous  gains  he  was  iiot  above  cheating  soiiu'  poor  natives  shortly 
aftci'tvards,  who  uj)  to  that  time  had  been  arcustoined  to  look  upon  i'\cii  pirates  as  fair 
dealers  in  petty   matters. 

With  the  Qiiiidii  .Ifi'rc/nii/f  and  Adcrdlnrr  he  sailed  once  more  for  .Madagascar,  where, 
unfortimately  for  himself,  he  met  with,  some  Englishmen  who  knew  him.  Among  them 
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was  a  ))irato  named  Ciillit'oril.  ^VIl(.'ll  tlifv  iiu't,  they  told  Iiini  tliiit  llifv  liad  In-on  iiil'i'i'miMl 
ho  was  sent  out  to  take  tliein  aiul  liaiiL;'  tiieiii.  Kidd  laiiylied  at  llieir  tears,  and  told  tliom 
that  they  niij^i'lit  look  i.ptui  him  as  a  hmther,  pledyin^'  ihcm  in  wine.  The  Adriuitnr.' 
was  iKiW  old  and  leaky,  and  Kidd  shit'ti'tl  his  jj^niis  and  st<u'es  to  the  jiriz".  Hero  ho  aet'd 
I'airly  to  liis  men,  hy  dividing  sueh  of  tlie  eariifo,  ice.,  whii'h  was  availahle ;  a  number 
ol'  them  returned  the  eompliment  l>y  dosortinj^  him,  olliers  remaining  in  the  country,  and 
some  ^oiny  on  hoard  Captain  CuUiFord's  ship. 

At  Amhoyna,  where  lie  touched  soon  al'terwards,  lie  learnt  that  his  proceedings  wore 
understood  in  Kn^'land,  and  that  ho  had  been  declared  a  pirate.  Tlie  i'act  was  that  questions 
liad  been  asked  in  Parliament  rej,''ar(lin;;'  the  commission  which  had  been  jjiveii  to  him, 
and  those  who  had  iitled  out  tiie  vessel.  The  discussion  seemed  to  Lord  Bellamout  to 
bear  hardly  on  him,  and  after  Kidd's  execution,  ho  publishtV  a  itamjihlot  defending  his 
cour-so.  JJut  to  stop  the  piracy  so  common  in  those  ih\\<,  a  1'r.je  jiardon  was  ofl'ered  to 
those  pirates  who  had  been  en<^'ajj^ed  in  the  I'astein  African  waters  who  should  surrender 
their  ])ersons  any  time  prior  to  the  otUh  April,  ItiUll.  Kidd  and  Avery,  tlie  latter  of  whom 
we  shall  hereafter  meet,  were  distinctly  excepted  in  the  iiroclamation.  When  Kidd  loft 
Amhoyna  he  most  certainly  did  not  know  this  fact,  or  ho  woidd  not  havo  ru.shod  into  the 
lion's  J;nv.  Trusting  to  liis  money,  and  his  iuHuence  with  Lord  Hellamont,  he  sailed  for 
Now  York,  where  on  arrival  ho  was  arrested  with  other  of  bis  companions,  and  sent  to 
England  for  trial. 

A  solemn  session  of  Admiralty  was  that  wliich  mot  at  the  Old  ])ailey,  in  May,  17(il, 
when  (,'ai)tain  Kidd  and  nine  others  were  arraigned  for  jiiracy  and  rol)bery  on  tlie  high  sc.!s. 
All  were  found  guilty  excei>t  three,  who  were  proved  to  havo  been  ajtprontiees.  Kidd  was 
also  tried  for  the  murder  of  his  gunner,  and  found  guilty.  The  men  pleadt'd  variously, 
and  two  of  them  had  undoubtedly  surrendered  themsolvos  within  the  time  limited  by  the 
pr.iclamation.  Colonel  Bass,  the  Governor  of  West  .Fersey  (now  the  slate  of  New  Jersey, 
adjoining  that  of  New  Yt)rk),  corroborated  this  statement.  It  was  shown  that  they  had 
not  surrendered  to  a  commission  of  four  sjiecially  sent  over  for  the  puri)Ose,  and  they  were 
ccmdemned  to  die.  This  was,  as  far  as  the  writer  can  judge,  a  hard  case.  Another  seaman. 
Darby  ^Ldlins,  said  in  his  defence  that  he  served  under  the  king's  commission,  and  had 
no  right  to  disobey  any  commands  of  his  superior  ofiicer ;  that,  in  i'act,  .he  men  were 
never  allowed  to  (piestion  his  authority,  because  it  would  destroy  all  discijiline;  and  that 
even  if  unlawful  acts  were  committed,  the  ofiieers  were  the  pcr-^ons  to  answer  it,  not  the 
men.  He  was  answered  that  serving  as  he  did  only  entitled  him  to  do  that  whieli  was 
biwful,  not  that  which  was  uidawful.  He  replied  that  the  case  of  a  seaman  must  be  bad 
indeed,  if  he  were  jjunished  in  both  cases,  for  obeying  and  ioi-  not  obeying  his  ollicers, 
and  that  if  he  were  allowed  to  dispute  his  superior's  orders,  there  would  be  no  such  thing 
as  command  on  the  high  seas.  This  ingenious  defence  availed  him  nothing;  he  had  taken 
a  share  of  the  pliuider,  and  had  nuitinied,  showing  no  regard  to  the  commission  ;  and 
further,  had  acted  in  accordance  with  the  customs  of  pirates  and  freebooter.'?.  The  juiy 
brought  him  in  guilty  with  the  rest. 

Kidd's  defence  was  not  strong,  as  a   matter  of  legal  argument.     He   insistetl  that  In; 
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ctiijjloymuiit,  anil  luul  im  (M'ca>i('ii.  lu'iii:,'  tlicii  in  ^'ikkI  fircumst.inrc-;,  lo  yo  a  iiiratin^-; 
tliat  llie  men  had  I'riMiuently  nintiiiieil,  ami  that  he  had  lireii  threatened  in  his  nun  caliin, 
and  that  ninety-five  deserted  him  at  one  time  and  set  lire  to  his  Imat,  so  tiiat  he  was 
disal)led  iVom  liringini,"-  his  ship  homo,  or  tiie  prizes  h.e  took,  to  have  tiiem  rej^nlarly 
conilemned,  wliieh  ))rizes,  he  >aid,  were  taken  under  virtue  of  his  cotnmission,  tiu'V 
havinj,'  French  passes  (ildse).  A  witness,  ("uionej  llcwsnu,  spoke  liii'-hly  ol'  ids  previous 
rejjutation  I'or  bravery.  So  mueli  ol'  his  own  statement  was  douhtl'id  or  faUe  that  he 
was  found  j^fuiity.  AVhen  the  judj^o  put  on  the  blaek  cap,  Kidd  stood  up  and  said  :  "  My 
lord,  it  is  11  very  hard  seutenee.  For  my  part  I  am  the  most  innocent  person  of  tiiem  ail, 
and  liavc  been  sworn  against  l)y  perjured  i>ersons."  A  week  after  the  bodies  of  Kidd 
and  six  of  his  men  were  seen  by  the  passers-by  on  the  river,  hanj^in<j  \\\^h,  suspended  l)y 
chains,  a  warnini;'  t'l  all  seamen  entering:  the  port  of  London  not  to  turn  pirates. 
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Diircrcncc  bctwcon  the  I'inilos  of  llio  Sovi'iitci'iith  and  KiLjliteoiiri  ('(Mitmius  -Avit.v's  brief  Ciirocr— A  CapUiiii  nil  nl 
Sca-Capliiro  of  his  ShiiiMuila.i{ii«<ar,  a  KcikIo/.voiis  for  I'iral's— A  Jlirh  Prize  Thi"  (iroal  MokhI's  Sljip  lnki'ii  - 
I nmirnsi' Spoils  Tlu'(irc'H'  Motfiil's  l!a;-'i'  Avery's  Tri-iichcry His  roinimiiioiis  al)at)(loii  Ihcir  Kvil  Ways— The  Water- 
nit  lieateii  by  liiimlrats  Avery  dies  in  abje.'t  I'ovcrly-A  I'irute  S'llleineiil  on  MailaL'asear-ltolM  its  tin'  Daring 
-Sails  anionij  a  I'orlUKnese  Klei-I.  ami  selects  Iho  best  Vessel  for  liis  I'rey His  Ilr  Mai  llelrnelion  of  I'mperlj 
—His  Knd -Mi>s(in  anil  ('arareli)'.i  ( 'oMiMi'inislje  I'lrales  'j'lieir  Captures  IHkIi  Miiralily  and  Kobbi'ry  eoinliijied 
Their  Kates. 

As  we  have  seen,  tlie  seventeenth  century  itieseiited  innumcralile  examples  of  jiiracy  on  a 
j^rand  scale.  Tlie  eii^'hteentli  jiresents  no  examples  of  I'urmidable  orj^anisations ;  on  the 
contrary,  each  pirate,  as  a  rule,  worked  lor  himself,  ar.d  relied  on  the  unaided  strcnj^'lii  of 
himself  and  crew.  An  oxampie  is  alTorded  by  Avory.  Captain  Avery's  brief  career  was, 
])iratie.illy  considered,  brillianl  enouiih.  In  171.")  we  find  him  mate  of  a  vessel  starting;-  Irom 
Uristol,  and  di^siy'ued  f>ir  a  privatter.  Tito  commander,  Captain  (Jil)son,  was  a  convivial 
sailor,  fond  of  his  bottle,  and  when  in  port  usually  found  ashore.  On  the  evenin'j;'  on  which 
(he  event  about  to  lie  described  took  ))laee,  he  was  on  lioard,  but  haviiiy  taken  his  usual 
dose  or  doses  of  stronj^'  li(pii)r,  h.ul  retired  to  his  berth.  The  crew  not  in  the  secret  were 
also  below,  leaving-  on  deck  only  a  few  ennspiratnr.s  with  whinn  Avery  bad  made  a  coinp:iil. 
At  the  time  a;>'reed  some  other  conspirators  cami!  oif  in  a  loni^-boat,  and  Avery  hiiilcl 
; iiem,  and  was  answered  in  the  following  terms:  "Is  your  drunken  boatswain  aboard?'' — 
the  watch-word  previously  arran^'.'d.  Avery  rcplieil  in  the  adirmative,  and  the  boat,  manned 
by  sixteen  stout  fellow.-,  came  alongside,  and  in  a  lew  minutes  the  hatches  were  sectncd, 
and  the  ship  )>ut  to  sea.  There  were  several  vessels  in  port,  and  a  Dutch  skipjier  w;is 
oHcixmI  a  considerable  reward  to  ]iursue  Avery,  but  he  declined.  When  Captain  Ciiiismi 
awoke   he    rany;   his    bell,  and    Avery    and   one   of   the    men   gi-iiio-    into    the    ealn'n,    i'uiind 
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liiin  ('Illy  liiill'  a\v;iki'.  He  iii(|iiire(l  wliut  was  tlio  matter  with  the  ship:  "Dues  she 
(h-ivc  ?  What  wcatiuT  is  it'.'"  lli'  thoiiyht  she  was  still  in  iinrt.  "NO,  no,"  aiiswiTftl 
AvtTv;  "  we  aiv  ai  svu."  "At  sea!"  said  the  captain.  "How  is  that?"  "  Coine,  come," 
said  Avci'V,  "  ]iut  on  your  elothes,  and  I'll  let  you  into  a  secret.  Vou  niu>t  know  that  I 
am  captain  now,  and  this  is  my  cahin  ;  therefore  yoii  nni<l  walk  out!"  He  then  explained 
his  intentions  ol'  proceediu;,'  to  Madaj^ascar  on  a  [liratical  venture.  The  captain  was 
(errihly  rrii^htened,  hut  Avcry  reassured  him  hy  sayiu;^'  that  he  eoidil  either  ijo  ashore,  or, 
if  he  chose  to  make  one  of  them,  and  keep  sohcr,  he  miyht  in  time  ho  raised  to  the  diynity 
of  lieutenant,  (iihson  jircferred  the  former  alteriuitive,  and,  witii  four  or  live  men  ol'  the 
same  mind,  was  put  on  sh.>re. 

Avery  sailed  for  Matlayascar,  where  he  was  joined  hy  two  sloops,  the  sailors  on  board 
which  were  themselves  well  iiidined  to  his  en(cr[)rise,  having  just  before  run  away  with 
the  vessels  from  tlie  Kast  Indies.  They  sailed  in  coni|pany,  and  olT  tiie  mouth  of  the 
lixlus  the  man  at  the  nnisthead  espied  a  sail,  and  they  yave  chase.  Siie  w;;?  evidently 
a  line  tall  ves~cl.  possibly  an  Mast  Jndiaman.  She  jnoved  sonvthiui;'  better,  for,  when  they 
tired  a  >hot  at  her,  she  hoisted  .^^ol;•ul  colours,  and  appeared  ready  fiu'  a  linhl.  Tlu'  sloops 
llrst  attacked,  with  .Vvcy  !'.■  a  support.  The  men  of  the  sloops  attackeil  on  either  (juarter, 
and  boardetl  her;  she  immediately  afterwards  struck  her  colours.  She  was  one  of  the 
tireat  ^fonul's  own  ships,  haviny  on  bdard  many  distinj^uished  persons  of  his  own  court, 
iucludiny'  oue  of  bis  ilanyhters,  i^'oinj^'  on  a  pili;iiina'.;'e  to  the  Holy  City,  ^Iceea.  ihey 
were  carryini;'  with  them  rich  oll'erinys  to  jireseiit  at  the  slirine  of  Mahomet.  They  were 
travelling'  in  full  ilastern  mayni licence,  with  retinues  and  slaves,  innncnse  sums  of  money, 
jewellery,  and  plate.  The  spoil  which  was  <ibtaincd  was  immense,  and  after  rilling  the 
ship  of  everything;'  valualile,  the  pirates  allowed  hei'  to  di'part.  The  news  soon  reached 
the  (ireat  .Mi.yid,  and  he  was  so  enra<;ed  that  he  threatened  to  extirpate  the  l]ngli>h 
on  the  Imlian  Cca.-t.  The  ]]ast  India  Company  had  cnouj^h  to  do  to  jiacify  him,  and 
only  succeeded  in  doin;;'  so  by  promising  to  use  every  endeavour  to  punish  the  pirates. 
.Vvery's  name  and  fame  soon  after  reached  Euro]>e,  and,  as  uiiL^ht  have  been  expected,  all 
kinds  of  wild  fables  were  circulated  conccrnin<;'  him. 

On  the  voyai^e  to  .Nfadai^'ascar  Avery  ])ro]iosed  to  the  commanders  of  the  sloops  that 
the  treasures  taken  should  be  collectively  stored  on  boanl  his  own  ship,  as  beini^  by 
far  the  strongest  and  safest  place,  until  an  ojiportunity  should  occur  for  a  divisit)n  on 
land.  They  aecede<l,  and  the  treasure  was  broui^ht  on  board,  and,  with  what  he  had, 
deposited  in  three  great  chests.  Avcry  having  g(jt  it  on  his  own  ship,  suggested  to  hi.- 
men  that  they  had  now  on  board  sulhcient  to  make  them  all  happy,  and  he  projiosed  that 
they  should  immediately  make  for  some  country  where  they  were  not  known,  and  where 
they  might  live  in  jileiity.  They  soon  understood  his  hint,  and  pri'ssing  on  all  sail,  left 
the  sloops'  crews  to  curse  their  perlidy.  They  proceeded  to  America,  and  at  the  Island  ol 
I'rovidcnce,  then  newly  .settled,  divided  the  sp(uls,  and  Avery  |iri'lending  that  his  vessel 
had  been  an  unsuccessful  privateer,  sold  her  readily,  lie.  then  imrchased  a  sloopj  in  which 
he  and  his  eom])anions  sailed,  and  most  of  them  landed  on  various  parts  of  the  American 
coasts,  and  settled.     They  dispei'sed  over  that  country. 

Aviry,    however,  had    carefully    concealed    the    greater    jiart    of    the    jewels  and  other 
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A'aliiiilile  artic'cs,  sn  that  his  liilw's  wcri'  (nnsiiloralih'.  Arriviii:,''  at  IJostoii  li-  wa-i  almost 
•luluet'd  to  si'ttle  thf.Tc;  Imt  as  tho  j^ToatiT  i)art  of  his  wealth  cuiisistcd  m\'  iliaii.niids,  he 
foared  that  if  he  attcmiiti'd  to  dispusi'  of  thorn  at  that  |ilaci'  he  should  certainly  lie 
arrested  as  a  pirate,  lie  resolved,  thcrd'ore,  to  sail  Tor  the  north  ol"  Ireland,  where  he 
dis[)ersed  his  men,  some  of  whom  nlitaiiied  li»c  pardon  ul'  Kiny  William,  and  eventually 
lieeame  peaeealile   Irish  settlers. 

He    found,   however,   that    it    was    as    dinieult    to   dispose  of    his   diamonds    in   Ireland, 
without   rendering  himself  .suspected,    as    in     Moston.      It,   thciefore,    occurred    to    him    tliat 
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Hristol  miyht  he  a  likely  place  to  suit  his  purpose,  and  he  accordingly  i>rocceded  to  Devon- 
shire, havino'  previously  made  arrano-euients  to  meet  one  of  his  friends  at  Midcford.  'I he 
so-called  friend  introduced  him  to  others,  and  the  latter  persuaded  him  that  tiie  safol 
plan  would  he  to  place  his  elTects  in  the  hands  ,)f  some  wealthy  merchants  who  would 
make  no  inquiry  as  tu  how  he  came  hy  them.  One  of  these  persons  informed  him  tiiat 
he  knew  merchants  who  would  not  hother  him  with  inipiiries,  and  Avery,  falling  easdy 
into  tlie  traji,  assented  to  this  proposal.  Accordingly  the  merchants  who  had  hcen  named 
li.iid  him  a  visit  at  Bideford,  where,  after  ju'otestations  of  honour  and  integrity  on 
their  part,  he  delivered  his  diamonds  and  gold  to  them.  After  giving  him  a  little  money 
fur  his  immediate  sujiport,  they  departed. 

The  old  pirate  changed  his  name,  and  lived  ipiietly  at  Hideford,  so  that  no  notice  was  taken 
of  him.  The  first  sum  of  money  he  had  received  from  the  supposed  merchants  was  soou 
^^pent,    and    fur   some    lime    he    heard    nothing    i'rom    the  latter,  tliough    he   wrote   to    them 
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lv|M'at.  illy.  .\l  li'ii^tli  llicy  sent  liiiii  a  siiiall  .■.iipply,  Imt  it  wii.-*  nut  siiiricicut  to  piiy  liis 
(Iflits.  He  tliL'rcrui'c  rcsdlvi'il  to  j;i>  lit  iMico  to  liristul  and  liavc  a  lu'isonal  iiittTviuw  with 
till'  niorcliaiits  tlioinsolvi's.  However,  on  arriviiin'  there  lie  nut  with  a  inortilyinj^  rei>iilse; 
I'or  when  lie  tli'siivd  them  to  aceoiinl  with  him,  they  sileiieed  him  iiy  threateiiiiij^  to 
tliseIo<e  his  real  eharai'ter;  thus  |iro\  iny;  themselves  as  yood  land-rals  as  he  had  lieen  a 
vvatei'-rat. 

Averv  went  a;,''aiii  to  Ireland,  and  I'rom  thence  solieited  liie  merchants  very  stroiii^'ly, 
Imt  to  11(1  imriiose,  so  that  he  was  rednced  to  utter  ljey;^ary.  Next  we  liiul  him  on 
Itoard  a  Iradiiii;'  vessel  workin^'  his  passage  over  to  I'lymoiitii,  ircmi  whenee  he  travelled 
on  loot  to  Hidefonl.  Il<'  had  lieen  there  Init  u  lew  days  when  he  I'ell  siek,  and  dietl, 
"not  lieiii;;'  worth  as  much  money  as  would  huy  him  a  eollin.''  Such  was  the  end 
of  a  man  who  iiad,  in  his  brief  career  astonished  and  alarmed  not  merely  the  (ireat 
Mogul  of  all  the  Indies,  ai\d  the  ijr-.at  J'last  India  (-ompany,  hiit  had  become  a  hero 
of   romance    in    luirope. 

And  now  to  return  to  the  unlortunate  sloops.  Their  provisions  were  nearly  exhausted, 
and  although  li-li  and  fowl  were  readily  obtainable  at  Madaga.scar,  whither  they  returned, 
they  liad  no  salt  to  euro  them  (or  ii  long  voyage.  They  therefore  made  an  encampment 
on  the  coast,  where  they  were  joined  by  other  piratii-al  I'lnglishmen  who  had  selected  the 
island  as  a  permanent  jilaco  of  settlement.  ^Vhell  the  pirates  first  settled  there  many  of 
the  n:itive  i)rinces  were  very  friendly,  and  the  former,  having  lire-arms,  which  in  those 
days  the  latter  had  not,  often  joined  in  the  iiiter-tribal  wars,  carrying  terror  wherever  they 
went.  Half  a  dozen  pirates  with  a  small  native  army  would  put  a  much  larger  number 
of  the  enemy  to  lliglit,  and  they  were  therefore  great  ix-rsonages,  and  were  almost 
\vorslii|>pfcd. 

Hy  these  means  they  bccam."  in  a  little  time  very  formidable,  and  such  jirisoners  as 
they  to'ik  in  war  were  employed  in  cultivating  the  ground,  and  the  most  beautiful  of  the 
Women  they  married;  nor  were  they  contented  with  one  wife,  but  often  adojtted  the 
practice  of  pidyo'amy.  Tlie  natural  result  was,  that  they  sejiarated,  each  of  them  choosing 
a  convenient  place  for  himself,  where  he  lived  in  ))rincely  style,  surroundeil  by  his  family, 
slaves,  and  dependents.  ..or  was  it  long  before  jarring  interests  excited  them  to  draw 
the  sword  against  each  other,  and  they  apjiearod  in  the  field  of  battle,  at  the  head  of  their 
res|)e(tive  clans  as  it  were.  In  tiiese  ci\il  wars  liieir  numl)er  and  strengtii  wen-  very  soon 
greatly  lessened. 

These  pirates,  in  this  strange  manner  elevated  to  tlie  dignity  of  ])elty  i)rinces,  and 
being  destitute  of  lnmourable  princijdes,  used  their  power  with  the  most  wanton  barbarity. 
The  most  trilling  oiYences  were  i)uni>liel  with  deatii;  the  victim  was  led  to  a  tree,  and 
instantly  shot  throui^'li  the  head.  The  negroes  at  length,  exasperated  by  continual  oppression, 
forme(l  tiie  determination  to  cxtcrmiinte  their  masters  in  the  course  of  a  sinclo  niirht ;  and 
this  was  not  apparently  a  very  ditlirult  nnitter  to  accom])lish,  so  much  were  they  divided. 
Kirtunately,  however,  for  them,  a  negro  woman  who  was  attached  to  them  nn  twenty 
miles  in  three  hours,  and  warning  them  of  their  danger,  thev  were  united  in  arms  to  o})pose 
the  negroes  brioie  the  latter  had  assembled.  This  narrow  escape  made  them  more  cant itms. 
By  degrees  llie  original   stock  of  course  died  out,  and  when  Cajitain   Woods   llodgcrs  called 
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tliL'iv  iiljoiit  thirty  yciivs  aflor,  tluTc  wt-ro  tuily  eu'vcii  nf  tlicin  Ii'l't,  siii'iMiiiKlcil  liv  ii  miniciMiis 
linij^ciiy  1)1"  liaU'-liiVi'il  cliildi'i'ii.  'I'lio  (•ii'(iiiii>tjiiuL'  will  rciiiiiiil  mir  riMilfi>  df  lli.-  ll(•sl•l•l|(l;lll^^ 
III'  the  luiitiiieri's  til'  tho    llimnlij  oa    I'itraini    l>liui(i. 

A  little  later  wo  liiid  a  reinarkahle  jiirate  on  tlu;  lidil  nl'  acljuii.  {':i|itiuii  I'artlinl.iiiirw 
lliiherts  seeiiisi  ut  lirsl  to  have  heeii  really  averse  li>  the  liin'  d'  lH'c  to  wliidi  he  al'triwanls 
touli  so  liiiitlly.  When  his  ciiminaiitier,  {'a|itain  |);i\is,  a  iiirate,  du'd,  the  rww,  in  -  Irmn 
ciiiielave,  seleeteil  Uoherts.  lie  ae('i'i)teil  tho  ili^iiity,  ami  tuid  ihfin  that  "  since  he  had 
dipln'il  his  hands  in  nnuldy  water,  and  nnist  he  a  pirate,  it  was  hetter  lu'iny  a  coniniandor 
than  a  jirivate."  Sddii  afterwards  he  ea|itured  twn  vessels,  the  (Ir-t  Duti-h  and  (he  si.cnd 
I'lnulish.  The  erew  of  the  latter  Juined  him,  ahandcniny  their  uwii  ves-cl,  whiiii  the\  huiiied. 
On  the  Brazilian  eua^t  they  were  not  suecosst'nl,  luit  ain-ni;'  the  West  Indian  lslani!>  they 
encountered  a  ileet  of  I'oity  -two  sail  of  I'ertu^^noso  ^.hips,  waitin;^'  i'lr  two  inen-o!'-\v;,r  to 
convoy  them,  llohorts,  with  his  ono  little  vessel,  tleterniinod  to  have  one  or  more  of  tli.'m, 
and  he  saileil  amony  the  Hoot,  keeiiiny  the  lar^'or  part  of  Ids  men  loncealcd.  lie  >lrered 
his  ship  almost  alongside  ono  of  ihom,  hailed  her,  and  ordered  her  master  to  cunn-  on  ioard 
(piiotly,  throateniny-  to  "ivi'  no  tpiarter  if  the  least  resistance  wei'o  made,  or  e\cn  if  a  >  Lriial 
of  distress  were  (lis|ilay.(l.  The  l'ortu<fnose,  pereeivini;  a  sudden  tla-h  of  cutlasses  on  hoard 
the  pirato  ship — a  '"/'//  di-  l/ii'iilrr  arranged  hy  Koberts — suhmitted  at  once.  Tiie  ii^wly- 
lledged  pirat.'  saluted  tho  captain  courteously,  and  t<iid  him  that  he  shoidd  go  scnt-l'ree 
if  lie  intlioated  whieii  was  tho  richest  ship  in  tho  Ileet.  lie  gladly  pointed  to  a  large  vessel, 
and,  althongh  very  much  superior  in  i;iy.o  inul  apparent  strength  to  his  own,  niailc  towards 
her,  carrying  with  him  tlio  poor  l'<iitugnoao  captain,  for  reasons  which  will  at  once  apjiear. 
Coming  alongside,  Iloherts  made  his  unwilling  prisoner  ask  in  Portuuiicsc  liow  the  Seignior 
Capitano  ilid,  aiul  tu  invite  him  on  hoard,  as  he  had  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  impart. 
lie  was  answered  in  tho  allirmative,  hnt  Uoherts  jierceiving  an  imusual  movement  on  hoard, 
and  exj)ecting  that  the  meant  to  give  him  a  broadside,  forestalled  Ihem  hy  pouring,  in  a 
shower  of  shot,  and  then  grappled,  hoarded,  and  took  her.  She  proved  herself  a  rich 
]iri/.o,  laden  with  tohacco,  sugar,  skins,  and  a  goodly  niunher  of  golden  moidon  s.  Kuherts 
was  not   long  in  securing  tho  hotter  j.art  of  her  cargo,  and  speedily  sailed  away. 

After  touching  at  varions  ])oints,  t'«ev  sailed  f^r  Newfoundland,  entering  tho  harh^mr 
of  Trepassi  with  the  hlack  Hags  Hying,  ai  d  drums  and  trnmpets  sounding.  The  ori-inal 
account  says  that  there  were  twenty-t.wo  "ships"  lying  there,  hut  it  prohahly  means 
large  fishing  boats.  The  men  aboard  abam.  lel  them,  ami  the  jiirates  Imrnt  or  sunk  tlicni 
all,  besides  doing  enormous  damage  ashore.  Roberts  iiore  took  a  small  Mristol  vessel,  which 
lie  fitted  and  manned  for  bis  own  service.  Shortly  afterwa'ds  he  destroyed  ton  French 
"ships"  (probably  meaning,  as  before,  largo  fishing  V-\^<  .-n  the  hanks  of  Newfoundland, 
and  after  that  a  number  of  prizes  of  more  valuf.  At  Martini(pie  it  had  been  tho  cu.stom 
of  Putch  traders,  wher.  they  approached  the  island,  to  lioist  their  jai'ks.  Roberts  knew 
tho  signal,  and  imitated  it,  and  the  poor  people  iielie»iug  that  a  ]>rolitable  market  was  at 
hand,  vied  with  each  other  who  should  first  row  out  to  the  sldp.  As  they  one  I'V  i^no 
approached  ho  fired  into  and  sunk  them,  determined  to  do  them  as  much  damauo  as 
possible.  This  was  in  retaliation;  ho  had  heard  that  some  crui-ers  Iiad  b.cn  s^-nt  out  to 
j)uni;h  him. 
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I5iii  llic  ciiil  ipf  lliis  Iiriilr  wiis  at  liiiinl.  ( )iii'  iiKH'iiiiiL;',  suoii  alter  liMviiiL;'  Miirtiiii(|iitv 
wliili'  lu>  was  at  in'iaklast,  lir  was  iiit'uriiird  tliat  a  inati-iil'Wai  wa^  at  liainl.  lie  tool; 
litllf  iiiiticc,  and  liis  lucii  uciv  iiinlctt'i'iniiu'd  wlit'tluT  slu-  was  a  I'ditiiyiU'st'  sliip  nr  a 
Frciicli  v»'^Hl•l.  As  nhv  nunc'  iicariT,  slio,  howcviT,  lii>i»trd  lliiylisli  cidmirs,  and  |iiMVi'd  to 
))i'  (111'  Sii'iil/iiir,  a  maii-(if-\var  nf  nn  iiicimsidoralilo  si/o.  Ifnln'its  knew  liis  diiiij^'.T,  Imt 
di'tiTiniiU'd  to  "ict  cliar,  ur  dii'  in  tlif  attciii|it.  A  iiiaii  nn  Ixiaid,  win'  was  n  di'sertcr  rroin 
tile  Sn'ii//i>n\  iiifKrint'd  liiin  tlial  Aw  sailod  lu'st  uiinii  llic  wind,  and  that  the  piratc-sliip 
sliciidd,  tlicri'l'di'i',  ;^i)  Itet'iire  it.  'I'lic  rcsniiitiiin  was  niado  to  pass  clnst'  to  tlic  Sii;,ll„ir 
uiuler  all  sail,  and  (<>  n'l-civo  licr  liroailsido  iK'turc  tlicv  ri'tiirnod  a  Blmt  ;  it'  si'iimi^ly 
iiijun'd,  lit  run  im  tlif  slioiv  tn  wliifli  tlicy  won'  fldsc;  nr,  slmnld  Imtli  fail,  to  lilow  np 
ti'^ft'tlier,  anil  Iialk  tlif  cncniy.  'I'lu'  i^Mvatt-r  jiart  of  liin  men  wcii-  at  tliis  time  drunk, 
tor  tlii'V  hud  (.'aiiturcd  a  ([uantity  ol'  !ii|uor  not  lonj^  bcl'oro,  ami  tlu'ir  Iprandy-couraf^i'  was 
likt'ly  to  [yrovc  oi'  lIic  Dutili  ordrr.  Uohorts  was  deterniint'd  to  die  yauic,  and  dressed 
hinisL'lf  ill  his  Wst  uniiorm — a  rich  crimson  damask  waisteoat  and  hri'Ot'lR's,  and  a  red 
tVathor  in  \\\^  hat,  a  o-uld  rhain  and  diamond  cross,  two  pairs  of  pistttls  in  a  silk  slino'  huni; 
over  his  shoulders,  aiul  his  sword  in  hand.  In  short,  ho  was  just  the  typical  kind  of 
showy   pirate  of  whom  hoys  delioht  to  road. 

Tho  S'l'ii/liiii'  approni'hed,  and  poured  in  her  lire:  Unhcrts  hoisted  the  hlack  lla'^-, 
and  passed  her  with  all  sail.  Miit  i'ur  a  fatal  mistake  ho  niioht  hnvo  got  clear  away;  hut 
either  hy  hail  stooriny,  or  in  n^'t  keopino-  his  vessel  before  the  wind,  she  ao'ain  came  up 
very  near  him.  lie  was  prepariujj  for  action,  when  a  i^rapt'-shot  struck  him  ilircctly  in 
the  throat,  and  he  fell  liack  doail  on  the  tackles  of  a  gun.  Tho  man  at  the  holm,  one 
Stephenson,  not  at  lirst  thiukinj^'  ho  was  wounded,  swore  at  him,  and  u])l>raided  him  as 
a  coward;  hut,  almost  immediately  afterwards,  when  he  found  that  his  captain  was  indeed 
dead,  burst  into  tears,  and  wished  himself  dead.  Tho  pirate-shij)  almost  immediately 
surrendered.  His  men  threw  iiis  liody  overboard,  with  all  his  linery  and  arms  on,  as  he 
had  repeatedly  ordered  duriii"'  his  lifetime.  Thus,  at  about  forty  years  of  aofo,  perished  a 
bmvc  and  dariny,  though  utterly  ncklet^s  and  nn]irincipled,  man,  who,  under  belter 
auspices,   miyht   have  boon  of  the  oreatest   service  to  his  country. 

One  of  tiie  most  romarkidde  pirates  of  tho  century  was  Captain  Misson,  who  commenced 
life  in  the  rreiioh  navy.  AVhon  on  leave  at  Rome  he  met  one  Caraccioli,  a  priest,  who 
had  iml>ibed  some  jteculiar  reliyioiis  and  social  views,  and  who  was  afterwards,  thidiigh 
hi->  inllueuce,  admitted  on  Imard  tho  man-of-war  on  which  he  was  then  serviny.  Botli 
on  several  occasions  showed  a  considerable  amount  of  bravery.  Caraccioli  was  a  very 
ambitious  man,  and  freely  aired  his  peculiar  ideas  before  both  his  friend  ]\li>Min  ami  the 
crew.  His  social  views  vvero  of  the  coiumuuistie  order:  ho  believed  that  every  man  had 
as  much  riyht  to  that  which  would  properly  support  him  as  to  the  air  he  breathed,  and 
that  wealth  and  poverty  were  both  wrony,  and  that  the  world  needed  roinodelliny.  It  will 
be  understood  that  he  considered  himself  one  of  the  men  to  do  it,  ami  was  by  no  means 
strict  in  his  reyard  for  the  riyhtful  property  of  others.  In  a  word,  he  meant  to  reform  as 
much  of  the  world  as  possilile  liy  means  oi'  i)iracy  ! 

So  far,  however,  both  men  were  serviny  in  the  leyitimate  navy  of  Fn\i\ce,  i 'it  an 
opportunity  oceiiried  of  wliicli  they  made  the  most.     Oil"  Martinitiue,  their  vessel,  tiie  I  ivloire, 
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oncnuntonil  an  Kiiy;lisli  iimii-i>r-\viir,  tlu'  ll'inrhi-liti'ii,  ami  a  hUiait  iiiy;iiifi'iiu'iit  fulKtwwl, 
duriiii,'  wliiili  tliL'  Fii'iifli  raptaiii  and  his  I'oiir  |iiiii(i|>al  ollitii-.  wn-i-  killwl.  'I'lu'  uinitli'r 
(prtNiiinal'ly  tin-  iiavij,Mtiiiy  nlliccr)  wniiM  Imvi.'  i-lriick,  lait  .Mi^mih  tintU  n|»  llu'  >\viiril, 
ordcririL;  ('araiciuli  tu  ad  as  lii'utciiiiiit,  ami,  I'licoiiraj^iii},'  lli^  iiii-ii,  t'uiiylit  I'nr  tliiff  liiim>*, 
wlii'ii  lilt'  iiowilfr-iiiay^aziiic  nl'  lln-  Ifinr/ie/nfit  t'X|i|n(l(M|,  aiul  only  •"K"  inaii,  wlm  ilii-d  shnrtiv 
aftcrwariln,  was  savwl  I'lH-  tin-  imiiiiciit.  Al'tfr  this  iiih-nihtIimI  teriiiiiialitui,  Carai't'ii'li  (luiif 
to  MiriMiii),  Mahitiii^  liiiii  as  captain,  ami,  in  a  vfiy  i-'roiuh  niaiiiuT,  n-niimliii;;-  liiin  what 
.Mah»nii-t   ami    Daiiiis  had   liccuim'  fiMiii   very  ^^niall    i>f<;iiiiiin'rs,  mIkiwi'iI    iiiin   Imw   he   nii'Mit 
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lieeomo  soveivi>,''n  id'  the  Sonthi-rn  Seas,  and  enjuy  a  life  <>!'  lihcrty.  Missnii,  ulio  |ii<plialily 
<lid  not  need  a  great  deal  of  coiivineiiin',  ajji'i'eed,  ami  callini;'  all  hands  together,  told  them 
that  any  who  would  not  follow  his  i'ortnnes  should  he  sot  iushore  al  plaees  whence  they 
might  easily  retiu'n  to  Franco,  hut  reconiincnded  them  to  adopt  the  freehooter's  life.  One 
and  all  cried,  '"  \  ivciit  le  Capitaine  Misson  et  sou  Lieutenant  le  savant  Caraccioli,"  ami  the 
/  ictoirc  was  at  once  trausfurnied  from  a  vessel  of  the  royal  navy  of  France  lo  a  pirate- 
si  dp. 

The  crew  selected  their  ofliccrs  ;  and  then  came  the  (piestion  as  to  what  colours  they 
should  light  under.  The  hoatswain  advised  black,  as  the  most  terrifying.  Caraccioli 
strenuously  opposed  this,  saying  that  they  were  no  pirates,  hut  men  who  were,  resolved  to 
assert  that  liberty  which  nature  had  given  them,  and  own  no  subjirtion  to  any  one,  further 
than  for  the  common  good  of  all;  that  they  would  wage  war  on  the  iniinensoly  lich,  iind 
defend  the  wretched.  In  thort,  he  delined  his  mission  as  a  kind  ul'  piratical  knight-erLantry. 
89 
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IIl'  was  lu  111,'  llio  \\<n  (-iiiixcito  uf  the  oceiin.  IK-  iulvised  (hat,  as  tlioy  dkl  nut  iJi-ocecd 
u|ii'ii  tliL'  .same  j^Tmiiuis  with  pirates,  wlin  wore  inoii  oL'  dissulutc  lives  and  no  principles, 
tlu'V  should  not  adojit  tlieir  eulours.  "  Ours,"  said  he,  "  is  a  brave,  a  just,  an  innocent, 
and  a  niihle  cause— the  cause  ol'  liherty."  lie  advised  a  white  ensiyn,  with  the  motto 
"  For  (jiod  and  liljcrty  "  iiiserilied  upon  it.  The  valuahle  proiierly  on  board  was  put  under 
lock  and  key,  for  the  !;,'eneral  bcnelit.  \\'lien  the  plate  beloiiyin;^'  to  the  late  ca})tain 
was  Lfoiny  to  the  chest,  the  men  unanimously  voted  it  I'or  Misson's  use.  ^lisson  then 
spoke  to  the  assembled  crew;  and  the  observations  of  this  moral  robber  are  worthy  o£  note. 
lie  said  tiiat,  "since  they  had  resolved  unanimously  to  seize  upon  and  defend  their  libeity, 
which  ambitious  men  had  usurped,  and  that  this  could  not  be  esteemed  by  impartial  judyes 
other  than  a  brave  and  just  resolution,  he  was  under  an  obligation  to  reconnnend  to  them 
a  brotherly  love  to  each  other,  the  banishment  of  all  private  jiiijues  and  grud<,'-es,  and  a 
strict  agreement  and  harmony  amonj^  themselves;  thai  in  throwiny  olf  the  yoke  of  tyranny, 
of  which  the  action  sp(jke  abhorrence,  he  hoped  none  would  follow  the  example  ol"  tyrants, 
and  turn  his  back  upon  justice;  for  when  Ctpiily  was  trodden  under  foot,  misery,  confusion, 
and  distrust  naturally  ToUowed.  He  also  advised  them  to  remember  that  there  was  a 
Supreme  Being',  the  adoration  of  whom  reason  and  gratitude  promjited  us  to,  aiul  our 
own  interest  would  engage!  us  ....  to  conciliate;  that  he  was  satisfied  that  men 
born  and  bred  in  slavery,  by  which  their  sjiirits  were  lu'okeii  and  made  incapable  of  so 
,'^enerous  a  way  of  thinking;  who,  ignorant  of  their  birtliright,  and  the  sweets  of  liberty, 
dance  to  the  music  of  their  chains — which  was,  indeed,  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  globe — would  brand  this  generous  crew  with  the  invidious  name  of  pira<es,  and 
think  it  meritorious  to  be  instrumental  in  tiieir  destruction.  Self-preservation,  therefore, 
and  not  a  cruel  disposition,  obliged  him  to  declare  war  against  all  such  as  should  refuse 
the  entry  of  tlieir  ports,  and  against  all  wlio  should  not  immediately  surrender  and  give 
up  what  their  necessities  requiretl ;  but  in  a  more  particular  nninner  against  all  European 
ships  and  vessel-;  as  con(  hided  inijilacable  enemies.  And  1  do  now,"  said  he,  "declare 
such  war,  and  at  the  same  time  recommend  to  you,  my  comrades,  a  humane  and  generous 
disposition  towards  your  jirisoners,  which  will  ajipear  1)y  so  much  more  the  ell'ects  of  a 
noble  soul,  as  we  are  satisf'eil  we  shoidtl  not  meet  tlie  same  treatment  should  our  ill-fortune, 
or  more  properly  our  disunion,  or  want  of  courage,  give  us  up  to  their  mercy." 

And  strangest  of  all  to  icV .  the  pirate  kept  very  closely  to  his  creed.  If  he  took  a  small 
vessel,  he  would  often  let  it  go,  i.fter  taking  from  the  crew  their  amnnuiition,  or  some  com- 
paratively trilling  matters;  he  was  generoua  with  his  j)risoners,  and  ;<!ways  spared  life, 
except  in  open  lighting.  Compared  with  some  of  the  pirates  whose  lives  have  been  recorded 
in  these  pages  he  was  an  angel  of  light.  I'erhaps  nothing  will  Ijc'tter  exemplify  this  than 
his  conduct  after  taking  a  large  Dutch  ship,  the  Xieinr.sliiill ,  which  had  on  board  seven- 
teen sij'.ves  and  some  gold-dust.  He  ordered  them  to  be  clothed,  and  told  his  men  that 
trading  in  those  of  our  own  species  could  never  be  right.  He  ordered  them  to  be  divided 
among  the  messes,  that  they  might  sooner  learn  the  rrench  language.  The  Dutch 
jtrisoners  soon  developed  their  latent  tendencies  for  hard  swearing  and  drinking;  and 
^lisson  found  that  his  own  men  were  becoming  demoralised.  He  addressed  them  all  ou 
board,  and  gave  them  a  most  serious  lecture  on  the  sin   of   swearing. 
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Vossfl  after  vessel  was  taken  by  liiin,  ll\e  ODmmanders  of  wludi  wore  geiu'vally  i>atted 
■on  tlie  back  l)y  Misson  for  tlicir  n'allaiil  ilcfcnco,  and  always  troaU'd  willi  cuu-tcnus  hospi- 
tality. His  yreatest  jiri/o,  amoni,'  dozens  of  others,  was  a  I'ortni^niosc  vessel  of  lifty  j-nus. 
Tin-  vessels  were  lockod  toi^etlier.  His  erew  found  tliat  instead  of  liavin-'  it  all  liieir  own 
way,  tiiey  were  viifovonsly  attaeked.  Kxiieetinu;'  no  (jnarter,  they  eunti'nded  liereely, 
eleared  the  decks,  and  a  mnnhcr  followed  the  Portnynese  on  board  their  own  >liiii.  Miss^n 
seeinij;  this  called  ont,  "  A'/A'  ''.tl  ,/  iima  ;  ,)  l\(hni;l<i,ji- ! "  and  a  crowd  of  his  men  boarded. 
He  en.na,i;'ed  the  captain,  struck  hini  so  that  he  fell  down  the  main-hatch,  and  the  I'drtu^'nese 
almost  immediately  struck.  Mi.sson  lost  lifty-six  men,  and  netted  nearly  t.;:Mi),(HHi  for 
himself  and  erew.* 


CIIAITKR  VIT. 

Tme   Piii.vTKs    or  nil-;    llidirrKKNTn    CrA'TfiiY. 

Miu'v  Koail,  llio  Fomalc  riralc  As  Miilo  .'^orvnnl,  Soldier,  ami  Sailor-Ilii'  Hi-avovy  and  >rod(>ly  Tl]i>  Pinilo  Vane- 
No  Honour  ainon«  'I'liiovcs  Delivered  lo  .Iiisliee— Tlie  luief  ('arcci-  of  Captain  Worlcy  -  The  liilel'  lUl  -  A  tuore, 
ihiin  u-^ndly  linilal  Piratc-Caplain  Low's  Lift!  of  Villainy  His  Wonderfnl  Sueecsses-An  uiiforlnnalc  Hl;iiU 
llniniMl  lo  Dcalh  'I'orture  of  a  I'orln(,'UCse  faptu'"  -  Of  Two  I'orln^nicse  I'riars  The  liesnlls  of  Synipalhy  l.ous 
('npidily  Defeated  l)y  a  I'ortiiKuesc-Kleven  Thousanil  Jloidores  dropped  mil  of  a  Cahin  Window  An  rn|innl-li  d 
Klelld. 

Oni;  of  the  most  remarkable  pirates  of  the  century  under  review  was,  strangle  as  it  may 
iip}iear,  a  female!  Mary  Read  acted  lirst  as  a  male  page,  then  volunteered  as  a  sail  ir, 
was  afterwards  a  cadet  in  a  Flanders  regiment,  and  eventually  returned  to  the  sea  to 
become  a  pirate.  liei'  lirst  impersonation  of  a  boy  was  undeitalcen  at  her  niotlier's  com- 
mand. The  latter  had  been  twice  married,  and  a  son  liorn  of  the  lirst  husliand  had  did. 
When  the  poor  woman  was  in  great  destitution  she  thought  of  that  husband's  nidther, 
who  was  in  easy  eireumstanees,  and  passed  off  her  second  child  .Mary  as  a  bov,  thereby 
obtaining  some  pecuniary  assistance.  In  the  army  ^lary  Keail  is  said  to  have  bel  aved  with 
great  bravery,  and  when  she  retired  she  married  a  young  I'Meming  who  hail  been  a  com- 
rade in  the  Held.  They  set  up  a  restaurant,  or  tavern,  and  for  a  time  llourisled  in  their 
business,  but  the  hiisbau  I  dying  suddenly,  and  peace  being  coneluled,  she  was  obliged  lo 
seek  some  other  employment,  and  after  a  short  lapse  of  time  we  lind  her  a  sailnr  du  a 
vos.sel  bound  to  the  West  Indies.  This  ship  was  captured  by  English  pirates,  and  Mary 
was  foinul  to  be  the  only  English  person  on  board,  so  they  detained  lier,  letting  the  rest 
go,  alter  they  had  stripjied  the  vessel  of  all  they  wanted.  This  was  her  first  introduction 
lo  such  company,  and  it  is  said  that  in  after  life  s1h>  stated  that  it  was  c. impulsion  and 
necessity    which   led   her   lo   follow  the  career  of  a   jiirate,  and   not   any    desire  on  her  part. 
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*  'I'lie  aecouiit  is  derived  from  a  Freiieli  soure-',  ami  altlion^h  in  all  jirobahility  veraeious  in  ino.--t  poiiits,  caMiiot 
li(>  iinidiiitly  believed.  For  this  reason  the  author  has  not  i;-one  fiutluT  into  the  most  romanti<'  st'iry  of  this  liii^h. 
lu'ineiiiled  pirate.  Mis.soii  is  said  to  have  latej'  gone  clown  with  his  vessel,  while  Caraeeioli  was  killed  in  an  allVay 
with  natives. 
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Rut,  some  of  her  actions  looked  as  tlu)ii<,rli   slio  liad   taken    rather  kindly   to  thai    nnlawfu! 
profession. 

When  the  royal  pardon  was  jjranted  to  all  pirates  in  the  West  Indies  who  shonW 
ahandon  their  mode  of  lil'o  before  ii  j^jven  date,  the  crow  witli  whom  Marv  was  serving^ 
availed  themscdves  of  it,  and  for  .some  little  time  afterward";  we  lind  Marv  workin"-  on  a 
privateer.  The  erew  on  this  vessel  soon  after  mutinied,  and  turned  her  into  a  pirate  shiji. 
on  which  Mary  is  said  to  have  behaved  with  almost  ferocious  bravery.  When  the  vessfd 
was  at  last  captured,  she,  with  ani>thcr  female  pirate,  name<l   Anne   Honnev,  and  one  male. 
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were  the  last  tiinc  i<\\  deek,  tlie  others  ii.iviiiL;'  Hid  below.  .Marv  on  this  occasion  is  said 
to  have  tired  n  pist.d  amono'  tiie  cowardly  s;iiliir>,  killini,--  one  and  woundinij  another.  It 
is  just  to  h(  r  \n  say  that  in  iier  iiiti  rrnurse  with  others  she  was  modest  to  the  last  deg'ree, 
and  her  sex  was  undiscovered  by  llie  sailors.  In  fact,  the  before-named  Anne  IJnunev, 
thinking'  Mary  Head  was  a  IiandsMuie  ydimi^'  man,  fell  violently  in  love  witli  her,  and  the 
latter  was  .dilJMvd  to  disek.se  lier  sex.  She  was  a  strono;'.  robust  woman,  and  althiiui^li  the 
Course  of  life  she  had  undertaken  made  ln'r  practically  a  criminal  of  tlie  worst  description 
— a  robber  and  a  munlerer— she  had,  if  all  accounts  are  true,  many  very  i^ood  iiualities. 
raj.tain  Uackam,  another  pirate,  imt  kuowiny'  at  the  time  her  sex,  asked  her  Mue  day  whv  she— 
or,  as  he  thought,  he— had  eh.iscn  a  life  so  daiii^vrous,  an<l  one  wldeh  exposed  lier  to  tlu' 
risk  of  biMniT  handed  at  any  time.  She  an^^wered  Ih.it  a>  tn  the  haiii-'in-  she  i  lon-lil 
it  no  very  yivaf  iiard^liip.  '■  fnr  were  it  imt  f,,r  tliat  every  enwardly  lelluw  would  turn 
pirate,   and   so   infest   the  seas,   wliile  men  of  courai^-e  might    starve;    that    if  it    were   put  to 
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lior  clioicc  slio  would  not  have  tlu;  ])unishinoiit  loss  tliun  iloatli,  tlic  fi'iir  of  wliicli  koj)! 
some  tliistardly  rojjiu's  lioiiesl  ;  tliut  iniiiiy  of  tliosc  wlio  arc  now  c'lioutin<j  tlu;  willows 
and  orplians,  and  opprossinj^  their  poor  nci^'ldiours  who  have  no  money  to  ohtain  justice, 
would  then  mh  at  sea,  and  the  ocean  would  he  as  crowded  with  roj^'ues  as  the  land." 
Curious  ar>;uinent  !  Mary  Read  canu;  near  tastin<;'  tlio  ipiality  of  liaiij^inj;'  when  at  last 
she  was  cajjtured,  hut  an  illness,  fortunately  for  hersell",  intervened,  and  she  tlied  a  natural 
deatli.      Woman's  mission   in    lii'e   rarely  takts  her  to  sea  as  a   practical    sailor. 

A  prominent  ])irate  of  the  seventeenlh  century  was  Captain  Charles  \'ane,  the  details  of 
whos(>  career  would,  however,  read  much  lik((  some  already  <;fiven  in  the  lives  of  earlier 
ficchooters.  One  incident  at  the  end  of  his  life  is  presented,  to  show  how  much  distrust 
ol'ten  existed  amoiiij  llie  pirates  themselves.  \  anc  was  at  last  wiccked  on  a  small  luiiii- 
h.ahited  island  near  the  Hay  of  Honduras;  his  vessel  was  completely  lost  and  most  of  his 
men  drowned.      lie   resided   there  some  weeks,  hein<^  reduced  to  <j^reat  straits. 

\\  Iiih'  \  aiie  was  U]>on  this  island  a  ship  ])ut  in  there  from  Jamaica  lor  water,  the 
captain  of  which,  one  lloH'ord,  an  old  pirate,  hajipened  to  he  an  acipiaintance  of  N'ane's. 
lie  thoufjlit  this  a  <j;'ood  (»])portunity  to  <;'et  olT,  and  accordingly  applied  to  his  friend  : 
hut  Holford  ahsolutely  refused  him,  saying'  to  him,  "Charles,  I  can't  trust  you  on  hoard 
my  ship  unless  I  carry  you  as  a  jirisoner,  tor  T  shall  liave  you  cahallinn'  with  my  men. 
knocking  me  on  tiie  head,  and  running  away  with  my  shi])  piratiny."  Vane  nnide  all 
the  ])rotestations  of  hoiK  ur  in  tlie  woi'ld  to  him  ;  Imt  it  seems  Cajjiain  Holford  was  to(- 
intimately  ac(piainted  witii  him  to  ])lacc  any  coniidenc<'  in  his  words  or  oatlis.  He  told 
him  he  niiLiht  easily  ij'et  olT  if  lie  had  a  mind  to  it  "  I  am  ti'oiny  down  the  ha\,'" 
said  he.  "and  shall  return  hither  in  ahout  a  month;  and  if  I  lind  you  upon  the  island 
when  I  eo  ne  ha<'k,  1  will  carry  you  to  Jamaica  and  there  hani;'  you!"  "How  can  I  n'ct 
away?"  an-^were  1  \  ane.  "  .\re  there  not  lishermen's  dories  upon  the  heach  ?  Can't  you 
take  one  of  them?"  replied  Holford.  "What!"  replie<l  X'ane  ;  "  wmdd  you  lia\'e  me  steal 
a  dory,  tlien?"  "Do  you  mtike  it  a  matter  of  conscience?"  replied  Holford,  "to  steal 
a  dory,  when  you  have  heen  a  common  rohher  ami  pirate,  stealing  ships  and  cargoes, 
and  jiiurderin;^''  aU  mankind  ti;' I  fell  in  your  way?  Stay  here  if  you  are  so  s(pu>amish  ;  " 
and  he  '[•■n    him  to  consider  the  matter. 

Aft<  ••  Cajtfa.',!  IIoH'ord's  ilepartnre  another  ship  put  into  the  small  island,  on  her  w.ay 
home,  t'<  .  s(jine  water.  Xon(^  of  tlie  company  knowiui^  ^  ane,  he  easily  jiassed  his  examina- 
tion and  >(•  wa.-  yliipped  for  the  voyayc.  Oin'  would  he  apt  to  think  that  \  ane  was  now 
pr. ;','  safe,  and  likely  to  escajte  the  fate  wliicli  iiis  crimes  had  merited;  hut  here  a  cros.< 
Ti -cident  happened  whii  ii  ruined  all.  ihiU'oi'd,  retnrnint;'  iVom  the  hay,  was  met  hy  this 
ship,  and  the  cajitains  liein^'  vei'V  well  aei|uainte(l  with  ea<'h  oIIkm',  Holford  was  invited 
to  dine  ahf)ar( 
evo   down    in    the    hold,  and    there   saw  Charh 
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settlodj  Cajitaiii  Ilolfmvl,  a-:  soon  as  hv  ntiiriu'd  to  liis  ship,  sent  Ins  mati.',  armed,  tr, 
\';mc,  wlio  liad  liis  pistol  rtMcly  cdc^kcd,  and  tulil  him  ho  was  liis  prisoner.  No  man 
ihirinj,'  (o  make  o]ipositiiiii,  he  was  hmiiL^'ht  ahoard  and  imt  iiit>  irons;  and  when  Captain 
II(dford  arrived  at  Jamaiea  lie  delixercd  up  his  ohl  acqiiaintaneo  to  jnstice,  at  wliirli  jilace 
lie  was  trietlj  convieted,  and  exoeuled,  as  was,  some  time  before,  \'ano's  companion,  Itohert 
Deal,  who  was  hron^s'lit  thither  by  one  of  the  men-of-war.  "It  is  clear,"  says  tlie 
'iriyiiial  narrator,  ''  fruni  this  how  little  ancient  friendship  will  avail  a  threat  villain  when 
he    is  deprived  of  the   jmwer  that    hail   hel'ore  supported   and  rentlered  him  formidable." 

Another  pirate  of  the  same  jieri^d  was  Captain  AVorley,  wIid  commenced  bnsiin'>s  by 
leavinL,'  New  York,  in  Sej)lember,  171^,  in  a  sniidl  open  lioal,  with  eight  men,  six  nniskets, 
a  few  pounds  "f  l>iscnit  and  dried  t^n^nies,  and  a  ke<;'  of  water.  He  took  first  a 
shallop  laden  with  household  ti'oods  and  jdato,  and  later  three  sloops.  lie  was  beeoniin<^ 
fiirmidable  cnoni^h  to  canso  uneasiness  to  the  authorities,  who  despatched  two  armed  sloojis 
after  him.  Worley  saw  them  olT  the  coast  "I'  Virginia,  and  believinj^f  that  they  were  two 
vessels  bound  fnr  tb.e  Jantes  lliver,  hastened  to  yet  into  its  mouth  lirst.  l\b,'antime 
the  inhabitants  of  James  Town,  sni)posinn'  that  all  ta'ce  were  iiirates,  made  every  ]irc- 
paration  ashore  to  defend  themselves.  Their  surprise  must  have  been  pvat  indeed  when 
ihey  saw  the  jiirates  were  iinhting-  amont^'  themselves.  Worley  had  waited  in  the  entrance 
of  the  river,  with  the  black  colours  ilying-,  when  he  discovered  that  the  ap])ioachino'  \essels 
hoisted  I'aiylish  colours,  and  that  he  was  entrapped.  The  jiirate  and  his  men  foiiobt 
bravely,  and  when  the  action  was  over  Wurley  and  oidy  one  man  out  of  twenty-live  sur- 
vived. As  they  would  jjrobaldy  have  dit'd  of  their  wounds  in  a  short  time  they  were 
lirouyht  ashore  in  irons,  and  hanyed  almost  immediately.  AVorley's  career  as  a  j'inite  had 
lasted  less  than  five  months. 

Vet  another  examiile.  Cajitain  Edward  T.ow  had,  as  a  boy,  shown  peculiarly  brutal 
ijualities.  Ho  had  bullied,  ami  in  low  games  had  cheated,  every  one  he  could,  so  that  it 
was  not  surprising'  that  when  grown  to  man's  estate  he  developed  into  a  sul.  '':]  but 
specially  olmoxious  villain.  After  sundry  vicissitudes  he  had  entered  among  the  company 
of  a  ship  bound  to  Honduras  for  logwood,  and  when  arrived  then'  was  employed  in 
Iiringing  it  on  shore  in  connnand  of  a  [larty  of  twelve  armed  men.  One  ilay  '.he  boat 
eamo  alongside  tlio  ship  just  a  little  before  dinner-time,  and  Low  desired  that  tliey  should 
•emain  for  the  meal,  while  the  captain  wanted  them  to  make  one  more  tri]'.  md  offered 
(hem  a  bottle  of  rum.  [jow  and  some  of  the  men  became  enraged,  and  the  former 
took  a  loaded  musket  and  tired  at  tlic  captain,  missing  him,  lint  injuring  another  man.  They 
then  ran  away  with  the  boat,  and  only  next  day  took  a  small  vessel,  on  whieh  they 
hoisted  the  black  Hag. 

Fortune  now  constantly  favoured  him,  and  he  was  joined  l)y  many  others.  .\t  the 
Azores  he  cajitured  a  French  ship  of  thirty-four  guns,  taking  her  with  his  own  two 
vessels.  J'aitering  St.  Michael's  roadstead,  ho  captured  seven  sail  without  firing  a  gun. 
He  then  sent  ashore  to  the  governor  for  water  and  provisions,  promising  to  release  the 
vessels  if  his  demands  were  conceded,  and  burn  them  if  they  were  lujt.  The  re(juest  was 
instantly  granted,  and  six  of  the  vessels  were  returned.  But  a  French  vessel  being  among 
them,   they   took   away   all  her  guns  and  men,  exee]it   the  cook,  whom   they   said,  "being  a 
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greasy    fellow,    would    fry    well."     Tlio    liriitcs    then    bound    liio  uiifortuiuito  wrctuli  to    tin- 
mast,  ami  set  lire  to  the  .-liip. 

"  Tlie  next  who  fell  in  their  w:iy  was  Caiitain  (Jarri'ii,  in  the  //V/y///  yallcy,  who,  heeuuse 
hi'  showed  sumo  iuclinalioii  to  defend  hiniselt',  was  e  it  and  mannlrd  in  a  harhamus  mauner. 
There  were  also  two  Purtuj^-uese  friars,  whom  tiiry  tied  to  the  foremast,  and  s.  veral  limes 
let  them  down  Ijefore  they  were  dead,  merely  to  ,i;'ratii'y  tlieir  I'erueious  dispositions.  .Mean- 
while, auotiier  I'ortuynese  beholdiiiy  tiiis  eru(.'!  seene  exj)ressed  some  sorrow  in  his  eonn- 
tonanec,  upon  whieh  one  of  the  wretehes  said  lie  did  not  lilie  his  looks,  and  so  j^'ivin;^' liim 
a  stroke  aeross  the  body  with  his  cutlass  he  fell  upon  the  spot.  Another  of  the  misereants 
aimiui;'  a  blow  at  a  jirisoner  nussed  his  aim,  and  struck  Low  upon  the  under  jaw.  Tlie 
suri^eon  was  called,  and  stitched  up  the  wound;  but  i^ow  lindim^'  faidt  with  the  operation, 
the  surL^eon  t^ave  him  a  blow  which  br.ike  all  liu,-  stitches,  and  left  him  to  sew  them  himself. 
After  he  had  plundered  tiiis  vessel  some  of  them  were  for  burning'  her,  as  they  had  done 
the  Frenchman  ;  but  instead  of  that,  they  cut  iier  ealdes,  riyginy,  and  >ails  to  pieces^  and 
set    her  adrift   to    the   mercy    of  the  waves." 

On  another  ueeasiou  he  had  taken  a  line  I'ortnyueso  vessel,  Itul  could  not  find  the 
treasure,  and  he  aeeordinyly  tortureil  some  of  the  men  to  make  them  iid'orm  him. 
lie  was  told  that  durino'  the  chase  the  captain  iiad  hum;'  a  sa<k  containing  eleven 
thousand  moidores  out  of  the  caliin  wintlou',  and  that  when  they  were  taken  ho  had  cut 
the  rope,  ami  let  it  drop  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea.  One  can  imagine  Low'--  rage.  He 
ordereil  the  unfortunate  eaptainV  li[)s  to  lie  cut  olT  and  luniled  belure  his  twos.  lie 
then  murdered  him  and  the  whole  crew  in  cold  blood.  The  nari'ative  of  Low's  career 
is  one  continuous  succession  of  such  stories;  nor  can  the  writer  discover  that  he  met 
with    punishment    in    this    world. 
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CMAPTKK    VII  I. 
P.sti.    Jo.VKs    .\Ni)    l)i;    Soto. 

Pau!  Jo?u-<.  ttio  I'rivntoor-.\  Stdvy  cif  liis  l!,,j  liooil  lie  .juliis  the  .Vmcriciiii  lU'VDliilioiiisl.s -Attciniil  to  niini  llio  Tmwii 
and  Shipping  of  Wliiluha\  on— Koiliil  -His  Appi'maiuc  nt  SI.  Miiry'.-i-('iiiilmv  of  Lady  SilkiiU's  Kamily  I'lalo  .V 
I.uUor  from  Joiio.s  Ituluni  of  llu'  I'lalc  .-iiMTal  \tirs  aftoi--.\  i'los.s-tfaiiK'  Iinprcs.sfd  KiiKaKi'inont  with  Uu'  Ita  f^r 
—A  I'rivalcer  S<piadroii  Tlii'  Kijflit  olf  Scarlionni;;!)  Itravc  ('ai)laili»  I'l'arsoti  and  I'irrcy  Vicloiy  for  llic  I'rivali  rs 
— JonuH  (lies  in  ulyect  Poverty-  .\  Ninetcrnlli  (.'cntiiry  Kri'i-ljooler  Henilo  de  Solo-.Miitiiiy  mi  a  Slavi-  .-^liip  'riii' 
C'oniniaiidfr  loft  anlion;  aid  tlie  Mate  ."MMrdirtil  IjieDiiiittTS  the  Morninu  Stitr-\  Ship  will.oiil  a  (inn  Tcrinr 
of  till'  Passi'iiKi'r^ -Oi'dii-  to  spare  no  Lives  .V  li  rrilled  Sleward  l)e  Solo'.s  eoniniands  iiiily  partially  ol)ser\eil. 
and  the  Sliip  saved  -.Vt  Cadi/. -Failure  of  llie  Pirate's  Plans- C'aplnreil,  'rried,  and  llaii-riil  at  (iiliraltar. 

A  ci';i.i;ui!.\Ti';n  character  now  apjieiirs  o;i  the  scene;  and  the  writer  must  avow  that 
I'aid  Jones  has  hardly  bee;-,  treated  fairly  in  many  works  of  liction-"  and  so-called 
liistorv.  lie  was  not  a  pirate  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word,  although  verv  cenerallv 
rL>garded  as  such,  Init  was;  a  privateer,  emi)loyed  by  eolonies  rebelling  ag"ainst  the  mother 
country. 

John  Paul — for  such  w;i<  his  real   name — was  born  on  the  estate  of  Lord  Selkirk,  near 

*  The    'lest    known    el'    wLieli    ir-    •■'i'ln;    Pilot,"    in    whieh   lu'    i.s    the    iiri'iuiiieut    eharaetcr. 
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Kirkcii(ll)ri<;'Iit,  Sfotlaiul,  in  17™S,  liis  I'atlior  \n-'w<^  lioail  j,''ar(l('iK'r.  Y()iiii<^  Paul  worked 
witli  Ills  latlu'i-  I'nr  .suiiu'  lou^^'th  of  tiiiu',  and  tlicre  is  a  story  r^rorilocl  of  the  elder  Paul 
wliieh  showed  him  to  possess  a  ^dihI  sense  of  humour,  in  the  yardeus  were  Iwo  summer- 
houses,  exactly  alike  in  build  and  size.  One  day  Lord  Selkirk,  while  strollin;;'  ahoul  tiio 
walks,  observed  a  yoiiny  man  loi'ked  up  in  one  of  the  summer-houses  and  lookini;'  out 
of  the  window.  In  the  other  house  youiiy  Paul  ai)i)eared,  lookiny;  out  of  the  eorri's|iondinj,' 
window.  His  lordshiii  iiKjuireil  why  the  lads  were  eonlined,  to  whieli  the  yanlener 
rejjlied,  "  My  lord,  1  eauj^'ht  tiie  raseal  stealinj^'  your  Idrdsliip's  fruit."  "  JJut,"  said  the 
nobleman,  "there  are  two  of  them.  What  has  your  son  done?  is  he  also  yuilty?" 
"Oh  no,  please  your  lordshii),"  old  Paul  coolly  re[)lied,  "1  just  put  him  in  for  the  sake 
of  symmetry!"  Hut  it  appears  that  afterwards  youiij,^  Paul  "ot  iiimsell'  in  serious  trouble, 
and  deserved  to  have  been  loeked  up  in  some  stronyer  place  than  a  summer-house,  and 
on  other  grounds  than  symmetry,  and  after  some  specially  knavish  trick  he  was  dismisseu 
from  his  employment,  anil  almost  immediately  took  to  a  seafariny  life.  He  speedily  rose 
to  be  male,  and  soon  after  nuisti'r. 

In  1777,  when  the  ruj)ture  broke  out  between  America  and  (ireat  Britain,  he  was 
in  \ew  Knylaiid,  and  he  imiudiately  enlisted  amony  the  revolutionists,  who  appointed 
him  commander  of  the  /i'////-;-  privateer,  mounting  eighteen  yuns  and  several  swivels,  and 
manned   with  a   picked    crew   n|'    l."j()   hardy    men. 

In  the  course  of  the  following  winter  he  put  to  sea,  and  made  two  captures,  which 
were  sold  in  a  French  ]>ort,  and  in  J  7  7s  made  an  attempt  to  burn  and  ilestroy  the  town 
and  shipping  (.  '  Whitehaven.  ilaviny  yot  near  the  land,  he  kept  cautiously  in  the  o)':.i<;, 
but  at  midni;;iit,  bavin;:  proceeded  nearer,  he  despatched  his  boats  with  thirty  darmy 
sailors.  A  little  liattery  at  the  entrance  of  the  narliour  \\a>  easily  taken,  and  the  small 
yarrison  made  prisoners  before  they  could  raise  an  alarm,  ami  tiie  yuns  spiked.  The  vessels 
inside  were  layiny  close  toyetlk-r  at  low  water,  and  as  no  enemy  was  expected  there 
were  no  watches  kept.  The  privateers  deposited  combustibles,  trains  of  jiowiler,  and 
matches,  ready  primed,  on  the  decks  and  about  the  riyyiny,  and  all  was  ready  for  the  siynal 
to  be  yivt'U,  wlieii  a  commotion  and  loud  knoekiny  was  heard  in  the  main  street,  and 
crowds  came  runniny  to  the  jiiers,  attracted  by  the  liyhts  which  were  beiny  hastily 
thrown  on  the  ships  by  the  enemy.  The  attaekiny  l)arty  could  only  just  manaye  to  yet 
away  and  back  to  the  ship,  when,  on  the  muster  beiny  called,  one  man  was  missiny. 
lie  it  was  who,  either  from  hopes  of  yreat  reward,  or,  let  us  hope,  from  some  purer 
motive  of  humanity,  had  started  the  alarm,  and  save('.  both  lown  and  shippiny,  fm-  uidy 
one  vess(d   was  seriously  scondied. 

I'aul  -  ines  therefore  left  Whitehaven  :  the  exjjedition  had  been  a  most  complete 
faiiui.j.  lie  ne.vt  m;i.le  for  the  harbour  of  Kirkcndbriylit ,  .it  the  entrance  of  the  river 
Dc-  on  which  that  '  jolly  miller"  once  lived  ol'  whom  we  siny.  A  little  distance  from 
the  ijca  the  Dee  expands  into  an  estuary,  in  which  is  tin'  island  of  St.  ^lary,  the  very 
])lace  on  which  Lord  Selkirk's  castle  and  estate  stood.  I'.arly  in  the  morniny  the  ]>rivatcer, 
with  her  yuns  and  yenerally  warlike  appearance,  had  been  obser\eil,  luit  her  character 
was  not  known.  Few  vessels  of  size  ever  entered  the  river,  and  in  this  ease  she  was 
supposed    to    be   an    KnyHsh    man-of-war,    possibly    bent    on    "  impressing   "     men    for    the 
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navy,  niul  iis  tin-  male  ]io|)iiliilii)ii  tluTc,  as  oNcwlicrc,  i)l(j(>cti'(l  strniii^-ly  to  lu-inj?  torn 
nwiiy  from  tln-ir  limiilics  ami  (Miiplnymi'iits,  a  nuniln'r  of  tlicni  liiil  tlicmsolves,  as  did, 
indoi'd,  Lady  Solkirk's  incM-sorvants,  wlin  ulitaiiird  tfm|iut'ary  leave  of  aliHLMieo.  A  !)nat 
Irtmi  llie  privateer  laiule  1  a  mmdier  nf  men  imniedialcly,  wlio  slmlleil  almiit  leisurely, 
witluml  liaviii^'  ai)jiaren(Iy  any  special  dlijee)  in  view,  and  later  relnrnei]  to  (lie  ship. 
The  alarm  of  (hose  wlm  walehed  their  indvoments  from  a  distance  had  hardly  suhsided 
when  tlu'  hnat,  witli   a  stmn;,''  body  ol'  armed   men,  a-^'ain   put   in  i'cir  shore. 

"  Thev  did  iidt  now  stroll  alinnt  as  hel'ore,  Imt  formini,''  in  r''<,ridar  order,  marched 
dircetly  to  the  castlt;;  and  tlien,  I'nr  tlie  lirst  time,  a  suspicion  oi'  the  real  character  of 
such  uiu'xpected  and  unwelcome  j^'uesis  was  excited.  Lady  Selkirk  and  her  children  were 
then  the  only  memliers  oi"  the  family  resident  in  the  castle.  Iler  ladyship  had  just  linislieil 
lircakfast  when  she  received  a  summons,  hut  under  cousidcrahle  apprehensions  of  dani^-er, 
whiih  were  not  ahali'd  upon  a  nearer  api)roach  to  inspection  ol"  the  party,  whose  ferocious 
appciranoe  and  ra^'i^'eil  dress  too  plaiidy  hetokened  their  hostile  purpose;  and,  as  it 
now  appcare(l  |)hinder  was  their  chief  ohjecl,  the  worst  niii;'ht  he  expoefed  should  any 
resistance  he  oU'ere  1.  The  diversity  of  arms  with  which  the  party  were  equipped  further 
eoniirmed  the  had  opinion  enterl,.ined  of  the  marauders.  These  consisted  of  nuiskets, 
pistols,  swords,  ^-c.,  and  one  fellow  re  an  American  ton)ahawk  over  his  shoulder.  There 
were  two  oHlcers  in  oommanil  of  the  party  :  (he  one  rude  in  lan^'ua<,''e  and  roui,di  in 
his  manner;  the  other,  oi\  the  contrary,  was  not  only  courteous  and  respectful,  hu'  even 
apologised  to  her  ladyshi|i,  regretting'  tlie  uuj)leasant  duty  in  which  it  was  uid'orlunately 
his  lot   to  ai)pear  as  the  principal. 

"  The  lirst  incpiiry  \va.s  for  the  appearance  of  Lord  Selkirk  ;  and  on  heino-  a>sureJ 
that  he  was  not  in  that  part  of  the  eoimtry  (hey  expressed  eonsiderahle  disappointment. 
After  a  short  pause,  the  ollicei-  wlu)  hail  treated  her  ladyship  with  the  most  respect  said 
he  nuc  t  reipiesf  the  i)roduetion  of  all  the  plate  which  was  in  her  possession.  She  answered 
I'liat  the  plate  which  was  in  the  castle  was  small  in  (piantity,  Imt,  such  as  i(  was,  they 
should    have    it. 

"  Accordingly  the  whole  was  laid  before  them — even  the  silver  teapot  which  was 
used  at  breakfast,  and  which  had  not  been  since  washeil  out.  The  otTlcer  on  receiving-  it 
ordered  his  men  to  i)ack  it  all,  ngnm  respectfully  apoloyisinff  for  his  conduct  on  this 
occasion,  which  he  called  a  dirty  business,  and  then  takinj^  his  leave  of  her  ladyshij),  he 
retired  with  his  party,  and  returned  to  his  ship,  leavini"-  the  family  not  a  little  pleased 
at  their  escape  from  a  worse  fate,  which  they  ;!i)prehended.  Still,  however,  as  the  ship  did 
not  immediately  ^'ct  under  weio'li,  her  ladyship,  entertaiuinj^  fears  of  a  second  visit,  lost 
no  time  in  sendin;^"  olV  her  children,  and  removing  to  a  place  of  security  wh.itever  property 
was  likely  to  induce  them  to  pay  her  :ino(licr  visit."  Li  a  few  hours  she  was  gratified 
by  seeing  the  privateer  getting  under  weigh,  and  jiroceeding  to  sea  witliout  offering  any 
further  violence.  Lady  Selkirk  received,  a  few  days  after,  a  letter  from  Jones,  written  in 
a  romantic  and  almost  poetical  style,  in  which  he  entreated  her  ladyshi|)'s  pardon  for  the 
late  aftront,  assuring  her  that,  so  far  from  having  been  suggested  or  sanctioned  by  him, 
he  had  exerted  his  influence  in  order  to  prevent  its  taking  i)lace;  but  his  otlicers  and  crew 
had    insisted    on  the    enterprise,    in  the  hope   of   getting  possession    of  the    person  of   Lord 
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Selkirk,  I'm  wlmsc  iMiis'^m  llioy  anticipati-il  u  coiisiiloruMe  sum  niinlit  In*  rciilised.  Tin-, 
.IciiKs  (lochnrd,  was  tlio  olijecL  nf  (lioir  IIinI  vi-it,  in  wliicli  liaviii^  faili'tl,  llicv  licj^-an  t>p 
inunnnr  on  tlicir  return  on  lioanl,  and  insisted  i>n  llieir  landinn'  a^'ain  and  iiIiindi'iiiiM^  llie 
easlle;  li ,'  was  tlierel'ore  reluctantly  olili'^'i'd  to  ifivo  his  a-seut.  He  added  that  he  would 
endeavour  to  hiiy  the  |iiunder  they  iiad  so  disgraeid'ullv  IiroUL;-ht  away,  and  transmit  the 
whole,  or  suili  as    h'    could    ohtaiu,  to    hei'   ladNsiiip. 

"Several  years  elapsed  without  IwariiiL;'  anything'  from  .F"ncs,  and  all  h"]ie  of  reali>a- 
tiou  of  his  promixs  hail  vani>hc(l ;  iiut  in  the  s|irin<;  of  the  year  l/'s.'i,  to  ihe  ^'reat 
and  ai;reeaMe  surprise  of  her  ladyship,  the  wlude  of  the  plate  was  returned,  carriai^c  paid, 
precisely  in  the  same  condition  in  which  it  had  heeii  taken  away,  ami  to  e\ery  ajipear- 
an<'e  without  haviuj;-  ever  heen  unpacked,  the  tea-leaves  remainiui;'  in  the  >ilvcr  li'aput, 
as  they  were  left  alter  hreakfasl  ou  the  nvrninj,'  of  the  plunderers'  visit  to  tin-  •astle." 
It  is  hardly  to  be  douhted  that  doues  was  sincere  in  this  matter,  and  that  th.e  real 
<tate  of  the  ease  was  that  he  had  spoke;,  liefore  t!"c  others  of  Lord  Selkirk's  cMale  and 
his  early  experiences,  until  they  had  heeome  inllamed  with  a  desire  to  plunder  the  ea>tle, 
and,  if  possible,  secure  the  pers<in  of  that  nidjleman,  with  the  lu  pe  d'  olitaininn'  a  laryc 
ransom.  'I'liis,  at  lir.^t  sii^'ht  the  most  piratical  act  of  I'aul's  life,  really  -hous  him  to 
advanlao'e,  and  that  he  had  son\e  humanity  left  fir  his  early  associates.  Lord  Selkiik 
himsidf  received  the  news  in  London,  with  a  few  additions,  to  the  ellVct  that  his  castle 
hail  lieen  burneil  to  the  {ground  and  his  family  taken  prisoners.  Those  were  not  the  da;  > 
of  special  correspondents  and  tcdeoraphy.  Alxml  half-way  on  his  journey  he,  however, 
olitained  a    more  correct  version  of  the   alTair. 

Jones  now  made  for  the  Irish  coast,  where  in  the  Helfast  Tioch  he  luirned  or  cap- 
tured several  lisliini4'-boats.  A  slooi)-of-war,  the  />/w/c,  undc  the  eouimand  of  Captain 
Murdeu,  was  lyino'  there.  The  commander  tlmu^ht  that  the  Hkhijii'  was  a  nierchantman, 
and  sent  olV  a  Ijoat's  crew  to  imjiress  some  of  her  men  for  the  navy.  .Jones  allowed 
them  to  come  on  Imanl,  and  then  impressed  l/icui  !  He  did  ikjI,  however,  wish  to  risk 
an  eny'au'eiuent  just  then,  and  therefore  juit  about  and  crowdeil  on  all  sail.  Captain  IWudeii. 
tini!in;,r  that  his  boat  did  not  return,  at  last  suspected  sonlethin^  wroiiM',  yave  chase,  and, 
couiing'  up  with  the  privateer,  opened  a  sharp  tire.  The  ni^ht  was  so  dark  that  the  lirim;' 
could  nut  be  continued  with  any  prospect  of  success.  Next  mornini4'  tin;  enofa<jemcii^  was 
renewed,  and  at  the  end  of  over  an  hour's  yallant  nyhting  on  both  sides — by  which  lime 
Cajitain  H'.irdcn,  .is  llrsL  lieutenant,  and  some  of  the  crew,  l)eini;-  killed,  and  more  disai  led, 
and  the  shi])  much  dama^'cd — the  hrakc  surrendered  to  the  llamjci-.  Jones  took  his  prize 
into  |{rest — and  cjuimunicated  his  success  to  Hr.  Franklin/-'  then  the  American  dijdouiatic 
a^•ent    in   Paris. 

In  the  followinn'  winter  we  llud  Jones  in  c.immand  of  a  fri^'•ate,  the  />'"/'  llmiuiic 
liic/uuil,  of  forty  o'uns,  with  a  complement  of  o?n  men,  haviui,'  under  him  another  frigate, 
the  Aliiuiifc,  of  nearly  cipial  size,  a  brig,  and  a  cutter,  all  acting  in  the  service  of  the 
American  Ct)ngross.  A  French  frigate,  the  Palliis,  also  formed  one  of  the  spiadron.  Some 
of  his  first  essays  were  failures.  Landing  a  boat's  crew  on  the  coast  of  Kerry  to  take 
some  sheep,  the  farmers  and  people  defended  their  pmiierty  bravely,  and  the  aggi  "ssors 
♦  Few  ri.'uJws  will  ntt-J  reniinJing  thul  tho  siiiiie  Dr.  l-'niiskliu  was  tlio  CLltl'nitoil  iiliilusoiplior. 
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\\(^n'  •^  lit  111  Tnili'c  jjiiol.  Sii,  when  lie  cdnci'iviHl  tlu-  liultl  idi'a  of  hiiiiimij  Hio  sliipiiiii;,' 
in  Fjcitli  luirliniii',  ii  y-ali'  lilfw  his  slii|>  m  sen.  It  is  >iai(l  that  laying:  dlY  Kirkaldy,  <ltiiu'.- 
^•'iit  a  siiiiiiimiis  til  the  tuwiisjiooph'  to  luaki'  up  a  ransoiil,  cr  In-  wouhl  lire  thf  (own.  A 
iiiimlifi' III'  he  iiihaliitaiits  liail  colli'i'li'l  >iii  thf  hoach.  amony  wluiiii  .vas  a  vciicral)!!-  minister, 
who  ofToretl  up  a  praver  In  tlic  Aliiuirhty,  aiul  evlmrlLMl  tlu"  pcujih'  In  r.niiMn'i'  ami  trust - 
liihu'ss.  Snnii  al'liT  the  wiutl  increased  to  tlio  j^ah'  aliove-ineiitioiuMl,  and  tlie  jirivaleer 
had  to  lie  let  i;o  liolore  the  wis.d.  Not  lonjf  previous  to  this,  however,  .luiies  had  <ap- 
tnivd   several    prizes,  all  of  whieh  wero  Heiit  to  Froneli  |)orls. 

Hut  mIT  S.  arliorouLrli  Jones  and  his  s(|uiiilrnn  fell  in  wilii  a  Mrilish  ennvoy  id'  nierehant- 
ineii  ILmu  iIm'  Hallie,  under  (siorl  ol  II. M..'^.  Sfi%  /'.»  (ruity-t'ciiir  yunsi,  in  liie  eoimnaiiil 
of  Captain  I'earsdii,  and  the  (\,",i/i:y.s  n/'  ,S'-iii-//i.,-"i'i//i  (twenty  H:uns),  Captain  I'ierey.  The 
nsiilt  wa>  a  inillianl  eni;aLreiiieni ,  in  whieh  th-o  llritish  ea|itains  liehaveil  most  Ljallantly, 
ahhiiuiih  the  privateer  fnree  was  in  excss  of  their  own.  Captain  I'ear  on,  while  a  ]>ri.-oiiei' 
on  the  /'.////.v,  euminmiieated  a  lull  aecouiit  to  the  LonU  of  tiie  .\diniralty,  of  whieh  the 
foUnwiny'     arrati\e  eontains  --oine  verhatini  extriietiK:  — 

On  I  hi'  :2;;iil  Septenilier,  I  ?'.ll>,  the  privateer  si|uadron  and  the  two  Hnylish  ships 
were  in  >iu'Iit  of  eaeli  otlirr.  Captain  I'e.irsitn's  first  anxiety  vva>  to  yi.t  hetw^'cn  tlie 
merehant->iiips  he  was  eoiivoyiiiir  and  tiie  privateer*,  which  he  siiecessifully  .•iccomplished. 
.Shortly  after  the  adioii  loninieiiced  the  niu//.les  of  llie  ^iiiis  of  the  Sif'i/iis  ami  A/littiirf 
actually  toiulird  cai  !i  otlur.  "in  this  position,''  wrote  Captain  I'lar-on,  ''we  eiio'a^'ed  from 
half-pa-'  eio'li'  till  li.df  |'a^t  ten,  dniino'  which  tunc.  iVotn  the  o'rcat  ipiaulily  and  varid  \ 
of  eoinl'ii-til'l.'  matter  wliic'i  they  tliiiu  up  iii  oui  decks,  ciilnns,  ;ind,  in  si  I't,  into 
every  ]iart  ol  the  ship,  wc  wci%'  on  lie  iki  le^s  than  ten  or  twelve  time--  in  dilVerenl 
j'art-  of  lie  -lii|i,  and  it  wa-  with  the  urealoj  diilicully  and  exertion  iinaoinahlc,  at 
time-,  tliat  wc  wci'c  al'lc  to  oet  it  exi  inoiiished.  At  the  same  time  the  laro-cst  of  the 
two  frio-atcK  1,  in  sailiiio'  round  us  durino'  ilie  whole  aclioii,  and  rakiiio'  us  lue  and  aft. 
I>y  whidi  means  she  killed  or  wounded  almost  ever\  man  on  the  ipiarler  an  1  main  deck:'. 
\{  half-pas!  nine,  eit'ner  from  a  hand-orciiadi'  l>eiiio-  thrown  in  at  one  of  "ur  lower  deck 
])orts  or  lie. II  some  other  accident,  a  cartridii'e  of  jiowder  was  set  on  lire,  the  llames  ol 
which,  runn.no'  from  cirtrido^e  to  cartridj^e  all  the  way  aft,  hlew  ii|i  the  whole  id'  the  oliieers 
and  crew  thai  were  ipiarlered  ahaft  the  mainmasl  ;  from  which  uiifortniiate  circumstance 
all  those  oiins   were  rendered  uscles<   i'or  the  remainder    of  the  action. 

"  Al  tell  o'clock  they  called  lor  ()uarler  from  the  ship  alonosido,  and  said  they  had 
struck,  llcariiio'  this,  |  eallcil  iijiou  the  captain  t'  -,  ,  they  had  struck,  or  if  ht  asked 
fo:  i|iiar|er,  hiil  receiving  no  answer  after  repeatiiio-  iii\  worlstwo  or  three  times,  1  called 
I'or  llie  li.iaiiiers,  and  ordered  iheiii  to  hoard,  \>liieli  lliey  did:  Iml  the  m^iiiciit  they  were 
oil  hoard  iier  the\  dist'overed  a  superior  numlicr  Kin""  under  cover,  with  pikes  in  their 
lianils,  readv  to  receive  them,  on  which  our  people  rcti-cated  instantly  into  our  own  ship, 
and  reluniel  to  their  o-uns  aoain  until  hall-past  ten,  wlieii  the  frio'.ate  coming-  across  our 
stern,  and  ponriie^'  her  lu'oadside  into  us  aoain  without  our  ln'ino'  ;d)Ie  to  hrini''  a  ijun 
to  hear  on  her,  I  lound  it  in  \ain,  and  in  short  impracl  icahle,  from  the  situation  we  were 
in,  to  stand  out  any  loiio'er  with  any  ]iiMspcct  of  success.  1  thcrc'fore  struck  ;  our  main- 
mast at  the  same  time  went  h\    tin.'  hoard. 
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"Till'    firnt    liciili'iiiiiit    ami    iiiy-i'lt"  wore   inimfilialcly  c^corl'"!!    into  llu-  >lii|>    alutifrni  Ic, 

wlicii    wf    found    iicr    t<i    111-    nil    Aiin'riciui  xliiji-Dr-war,   railed    the     A'",/  //./////;/-•    ''n//,ni/,    i  I 

r.pi'ty    ixnUH     and    'M'l    iiu'n,    rimimaiidcd    l.y   (!i|.laiii    Paul    Juiic"! ;     llu'  ntiicr     ";.i'"    wliiili 

t'lii^ay'cd   us  to  ])r  Ww  Alfiiiiirf,  ol'  I'orty   j^iiiis  aii«l  U'"!   iiifii ;    and    tlu'  'l,.i  1   fiiyat  ,  wliiiii 

(■ii',''iii,'-('d  and   took  flic   ('DKii/ri-i  »f  S'-iirliiir<ni;ifi  after   t\\(.   linurK'  ,'iction,  .      In-   tlic   /'.i//iix,  a 

I'lciu'li   IVig'atc,  of  tliirty  ^^iiii!-   aiul  :17  I   iiwii  ;   tlic    rfiii/);iiii'i',  an  luiut'd  lui^;'  i>l   t\>i'l\f    <;iiiis 
and  bL'Vcnty  moil  :  all   in    C(>ni,'i-i'H«i  scrvico,   iindi-r   llu'  mniinaiid  of  i'aiil   Joins.     Tin  \    lillitl 
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nnd  sailed  fiuin  I'cirt  I'Orlciif  the  latter  end  of  July,  and  then  eanie  nnrtli.  They  have  en 
hiiard  oOll  l']n;;li.sli  jn-isdners,  which  they  have  lakni  in  dill'erenl  ve^seK  in  tiieir  way 
round  sinco  they  left  France,  and  have  ransmned  suiiie  nthns.  On  my  u'"ini;'  (.n  lioanl 
the  Unii  Ihiiihih-  Rh-h<n-il  1  found  her  in  the  ^-reatrsi  distress,  her  (|Uar(ers  and  enuntei 
(111  tile  Idwer  deck  licin^-  entirely  drove  in,  and  the  \\]ii>lc  of  her  huir  deek  i^uns  dis- 
uionnled ;  she  was  also  on  lire  in  (wo  jilaces,  and  six  or  s(nen  feet  of  water  in  her  hold. 
which  kept  incrcasin.i;'  upon  lliein  all  iiio-ht  and  iiex*  day,  till  they  were  ohliovil  to  (piit  lior. 
She  had  •'51)0  men  killed  and  woimded  in  the  action.  Our  hiss  in  the  Srrajiis  was  also  vei'v 
great."  Captain  Pearson  cdindudcs  with  a  jiroper  trilnite  to  the  hravery  of  Cajitain  Piercy, 
who  with  his  small  Iriijatc  had  enu^a<^cd  (he  I'lillut,  a  much  larycr  vessel,  ami  to  the  men  in 
general.     The  honour  of  kiiiyhthood  was  afterwards  conferred  on  Captain  Pearson,  while  Piercy 
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iiiul  tlic  oirieoi's  wcro  !<iiitiil)ly  promoted.  Tlio  Royal  Exchaii<,^o  Insuraiico  Company  pivsoiik'l 
both  ciiptaiiis  with  survitvs  oF  plalo.  It  need  not  bo  said  th  t  Paul  Jones  was  for  the  nonce  a 
much-appreciated  man  in  America. 

His  sul)so(iuent  career  docs  not  possess  much  interest  for  tlie  g'eneral  reader.  He  was, 
in  ITSl'i,  onipIoNed  in  diplomatic  service,  and  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  despatches  tVr 
London  in  the  tlien  remarkable  time  oC  twenty-two  days,  and,  havinij  i)erformcd  his  duty, 
he  remainc  1  a  few  hours  only,  and  then  immediately  started  on  the  return  voyage.  Americiin 
go-a-headedness  was  fast  developing-  at  tluit  early  i)eriod.  ^Vllen  peace  was  concluded 
he  enteied  into  tlio  service  of  llussia  for  a  short  period,  after  which  ho  was  in  Paris  at  the 
l)eri.id  of  the  Eevolutiun.  Here  he  sought,  but  failed  in  obtaining,  employment  in  the  French 
navy;  and  ho  soon  Ijccamo  a  man  as  dejected  and  downcast  as  he  had  once  been  buoyant 
and  resolute.  He  di.d  in  abject  poverty;  and  he  would  hardly  have  bt'en  decently  interred 
liut  fnr  the  sympath}-  of  a  I'riend,  who  -uocecded  in  raising  a  small  subscription  for  the 
purpose. 

The  full  histo'-y  of  piracy  would  occupy  a  small  librarj'  of  volumes,  and  would 
possess  many  elements  of  sameness  in  its  full  narration.  In  the  pre^^ont  volume  only 
leading  examples  can  be  given,  for  space  would  fail  us  to  record  the  crimes  committed  by 
Algerian,  Spanish,  Indian,  Chinese,  and  other  pirates,  many  of  them  in  times  not  long 
gone  liy.  Hut  the  example  of  unbridled  brutality  and  villany  about  to  be  presented  could 
not  be  omitted  in  any  fair  account  of  the  suljject.  Sad  to  say,  it  occurred  in  this  present 
century  of  general  enlighten mcnt.  The  career  of  the  infamous  Eenito  de  Soto  is  the  subject 
of  the  following  pages.* 

Benito  de  Soto  was  a  Portuguese  sailor,  and  up  to  the  year  ISil  appears  to  have 
followed  the  ordinary  avocations  of  his  profession.  In  the  above  year  a  slaver  was  being 
fitted  out  for  a  voyage  to  the  coast  of  Africa.  In  the  horrible  tralTic  in  which  the 
vessel  was  engaged  a  strong  crew  was  required,  and,  among  a  considerable  number  of  sailors, 
De  Soto  was  engaged.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  captain  to  run  to  a  ]xirt  of  the  African 
coast  not  usually  visited,  where  he  hoped  to  obtain  slaves  cheaper  than  elsewhere,  or  perhaps 
get  them  by  force.  His  crew  consisted  principally  of  French,  Spanish,  and  Portuguese 
renegades,   who    made   no  objection  to  sail   with   him   on  his  evil  voyage. 

The  captain  of  the  slave-ship  arrived  at  his  destination,  and  obtained  a  considerable 
number  of  natives,  who  were  closely  battened  down  in  the  hold.  One  day  he  went  ashore 
to  make  arrangements  for  completing  his  cargo,  when  the  mate,  who  was  a  bold,  reckless, 
and  thoroughly  unprincipled  man,  and  who  had  perceived  in  Benito  de  Soto  a  kindred 
spirit,  proposed  to  the  latter  a  design  he  had  long  contemplated  for  running  away  with 
the  vessel  and  becoming  a  pirate.  De  Soto  at  once  agreed  to  join  in  the  mutiny,  and 
declared  that  he  had  himself  been  contemjilating  a  similar  enterprise.  The  pair  of  rogues 
shook  hands,  and  lost  no  time  in  maturing  the  plot.  A  largo  part  of  the  crew  joined  in 
the  conspiracy,  but  a  number  held  out  liiithfully  to  the  captain,  and  the  mate  was  despair- 
ing of  success,  when  De  Soto  took  the  matter  in  hand,  thoroughly  ari'ied  the  conspirators, 
declared  the  mate  captain,  and  told  the  others,  "There  is  the  African  coast:  this  is  our 
ship ;  one   or  other  must  be  chosen  by  every  man  on  board  within  five  minutes.^'     The  well- 

*  The  nai-rative  is  dwivcd  from  ono  of  two  most  graphic  Ictteis  by  the  author  of  "  The  Military  Sketch-book." 
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disiiosoil  would  not,  liowevcr,  join  the  mutinous,  and  they  were  imniodiately  hustled  into 
a  boat,  and  left  to  the  nierey  oi'  tlio  waves  with  one  pjiir  of  oars.  Had  the  weather 
continued  calm  the  boat  would  have  made  the  shore  by  dusk  ;  but  unhiipi)ily  a  strong- 
gnle  of  wind  set  in  shortly  after  her  depiirtiu-e,  and  she  was  sceti  by  l)e  Soto  and  his  yang- 
struggling  with  the  billows  and  approaehing  night  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the 
land.  All  on  board  agreed  in  opinion  that  the  boat  could  not  live,  as  they  llcw  away  from 
her  at  the  rate  of  ten  knots  an  hour,  under  close-reefed  topsails,  leaving  their  unhappy 
messmates  to  their  inevitable  fate.  Those  of  the  jjirates  who  were  afterwards  executed  at 
Cadiz  declared  that  every  soul  in  the  boat  perished.  A  drunken  revel  reigned  on  board 
that  night.  The  mate  soon  proved  a  tyrant ;  and  De  Soto,  who  had  only  waited  for  the 
opportunity,  shot  him  while  in  a  drunken  sleep,  and  constituted  himself  commander.  The 
slaves  were  taken  to  the  West  Indies,  and  a  good  price  obtained  for  them  ;  one,  a  boy, 
De  Soto  reserved  for  himself.  That  boy  lived  to  be  a  witness  against  him,  and  before 
he   left  Cadiz  saw  the  full   penalty  of  the  law  executed  on   his  brutal   master. 

The  pirates  now  commenced  their  villanous  designs  In  good  earnest,  and  i)lundered 
a  number  of  vessels.  Amongst  others  they  took  an  American  brig-,  and  having  secured 
all  the  valuables  on  board,  hatched  down  all  hands  in  the  liold  cxcejit  one  poor  black 
man — probably  the  cook — who  was  allowed  to  remain  on  deck  for  the  special  purpose  of 
affording'  by  his  tortures  the  horrible  amusement  De  Soto  and  his  fellow  fiends  desired. 
The  h\irt  sickens  at  the  remainder  of  the  story.  They  set  fire  to  the  brig,  and  then 
lay  to  at  a  short  distance  to  observe  the  progress  of  the  flames,  knowing  that  a  number 
of  their  fellow-creatures  were  being  roasted  to  death  in  the  hold.  The  poor  African  ran 
from  rope  to  rope,  now  clinging'  to  the  shrouds,  even  climbing  up  to  the  mast-head, 
till  he  fell  exhausted  in  the  flames,  and  the  tragedy  was  over. 

Exploit  after  exploit,  marked  by  heartless  butchery,  followed,  and  culminated  in  the 
event  which  led  to  their  overthrow.  It  was  an  evil  da}-  when  they  met,  off  the  Island 
of  Ascension,  the  Morning  Star,  a  vessel  then  on  her  voyage  from  Ceylon  to  JMigland, 
having  on  board  a  valuable  cargo  and  a  number  of  passengers,  civilian  and  military,  the 
latter  principally  invalided  soldiers.  There  were  also  several  ladies  on  board.  De  Soto  at 
first  took  her  for  a  French  ship,  but  when  he  was  assured  that  she  was  English  he 
said  with  glee,  "  So  much  the  better,  we  shall  find  the  more  booty,"  and  ordered  the  sails 
squared  for  the  chase. 

His  vessel,  the  Defensor  de  Pedro,  was  a  fast  sailer,  but  for  some  time  could  not  gain  much 
on  the  Morning  Star,  and  De  Soto  broke  out  in  almost  ungovernable  fits  of  rage.  When 
his  poor  little  cabin-boy  came  to  ask  him  whether  he  would  have  his  morning  cup  of 
chocolate,  he  received  a  violent  blow  from  a  telescope  as  his  reward.  While  the  crew 
wore  clearing  the  decks  for  action  he  walked  up  and  down  with  gloomy  brow  and  folded 
arms,  maturing'  his  plan  of  attack;  and  woe  to  the  man  who  interrupted  his  meditations! 
But  when  he  found  that  he  was  gaining  on  his  intended  victim  he  became  calm  enough 
to  eat  his  breakfast,  and  then  sat  down  to  smoke  a  cigar. 

And  now  they  had  gained  sufficiently  on  the  other  ship  to  enahle  De  Soto  to  fire  a  charge 
of  blank  cartridge  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  her  to.  This,  however,  had  no  effect,  although 
he   hoisted    British  colours;  and  he   then   shouted  out,  "Shoot   the  long   gun,    and  give  it 
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liiT  j)()inl-l)Iuiik  ! "  Tlio  sliot  was  fired,  1)iit  foil  short  of  its  aim,  and  the  gunner  was 
eursjd  as  a  hunyler.  lie  tlieii  ordered  them  to  load  with  eanisler-shot,  and,  waitini;'  till 
he  was  abreast  of  the  vessel,  disehari^'ed  the  gam  himseli'  with  fatal  aceuraey,  while  one 
of  his  men  ran  down  the  falsely-displayed  British  colours,  luid  De  Soto  then  himseli' 
hauled  up  tiie  Columhian  colours,  and  cried  out  throuyh  the  speaking'-trumpet  for  the 
captain  to  come  on   hoard. 

One  can  imagine  the  alarm  on  the  Muniiiuj  Shir  among  the  helpless  passengers,  when 
tliey  found  that  their  captain  had  neither  guns  nor  small  arms.  Although  there  were  twenty- 
live  soldiers  on  board  and  a  commanding  oflicor,  they  were  all  cripples  or  feeble  invalids. 
The  captain  was,  as  will  afterwards  ajipear,  a  brave  and  true  ollicer,  but  by  a  general 
council,   hurriedly  held,   he  was  advised  to  allow  one  of  the  passengers  to  volunteer  for  the 
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service  of  going  on  board  the  pirate  sliip.  It  may  be  imagined  how  he  was  received. 
\\hen  they  found  that  he  was  not  the  captain,  they  beat  him,  as  well  as  the  sailors  with 
him,  in  a  brutal  manner,  and  then  sent  him  back  with  the  message  that  if  the  captain 
(lid  not  instantly  come  on  board  they  would  blow  the  ship  out  of  the  water.  This,  of 
course,  decided  the  ca[)tain,  and  he  immediately  put  off  in  a  boat,  with  his  second  mate, 
three  sailors,  and  a  boy,  and  was  rowed  to  the  pirate  ship.  On  going  on  board,  De 
Soto,  who  stood  near  the  mainmast,  cutlass  in  hand,  desired  the  captain  to  approach,  while 
tlie  male  was  ordered  to  go  forward.  Both  of  these  unfortunate  individuals  obeyed, 
and  Mere  instantly  massacred. 

A  nuinl)er  of  the  pirates — pickcv.  jn — were  ordered  to  descend  into  the  boat,  Barbazan, 
De  Soto's  right  hand  in  villainy,  accompanying  them.  To  him  the  leader  gave  his  orders 
to  si)are  no  lives,  and  sink  the  ship.  The  pirates  were  all  armed  alike,  each  carrying  a 
brace  of  pistols,  a  cutlass,  and  a  long  knife.  Their  dress  consisted  of  coarse  chcHjnered  cotton, 
and  reJ  woollen  caps.  They  were  all  athletic  men,  and  evidently  suited  for  their  sanguinar}' 
work.  A  man  stood  by  the  long  gun  with  a  lighted  match,  ready  to  support  the  boarding, 
if  necessary,  with  a  shot  that  would  sweep  the  deck.      The  terror  of  the  poor  females  and 
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wost  of  the  rest  on  the  Morning  Shtr  muy  well  be  imagined;  nor  ooiilJ  the  fears  of  the 
former  be  allayed  l)y  the  vain  hopes  which  some  expressed  that  the  piiates  would  simply 
plunder  the  vessel  and  then  leave  them.  \-,\\n  hopes  indeed,  for  the  pirates  commonoed 
cutting  right  and  left  immediately  they  boarded,  '.'he  villains  were  soon  masters  of  the 
decks.  "  Beaten,  bleeding,  terrilled,  the  men  lay  huddled  together  in  the  hold,  while 
the  pirates  proceeded  in  their  work  of  pillage  and  brutality.  Every  trunk  was  hauled 
forth  J  every  portable  article  of  value  heaped  for  the  plunder:  money,  plate,  charts,  nautical 
instruments,  and  seven   parcels  of   valuable  jewels,  which  formed  part  of  the  cargo;    these 
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were  carried  from  below  on  the  backs  of  those  men  whom  the  pirates  selected  to  assist 
them,  and  for  two  hoc-s  they  were  thus  employed,  during  which  time  De  Soto  stood  on  his 
own  deck  watching  the  operations,  for  the  vessels  were  within  a  hundred  yards  of  each  other."' 
The  scene  in  the  cabin  was  one  of  unbridled  license  ;  the  piissengcrs  were  stripped  of  their 
clothes,  while   the   females   were  locked   up  together  in   the  round-house  on  deck. 

The  steward  was  detained,  to  serve  the  pirates  with  wine  and  eatables,  and  their  labours 
being  now  concluded,  they  held  high  revel,  preparatory  to  carrying  out  the  diabolical  orders 
of  their  leader.  A  more  terrible  group  of  rulllans,  the  poor  stewanl  afterwards  declared, 
could  not  well  be  imagined.  In  one  instance  his  life  was  in  great  jeopardy,  when  one 
of  the  pirates  demanded  to  know  where  the  captain  had  kept  his  money.  He  might  as 
well  have  asked  him  to  perform  a  miracle ;  but  jileading  the  truth  was  of  no  use,  and  a 
pistol  was  snapped  at  his  breast,  which,  fortunately,  missed  fire.  Tie  re-cocked,  and  presented 
it,  when  the  weapon  was  struck  aside  by  Barbazan,  who  possibly  thought  that  the  services 
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of   fill'    steward    niij^ht    yet    bo    rofniiivd.      The    I'emiilos    wore    afterwards    ordered    into    tlio 
cabin,  and  treated   with   great  brutal  it  v. 

Whether  Barbazan  had  any  S2>ark  ul'  humanity  loft  in  his  bosom,  or  whether  it  was 
a  forg'otfubiess  of  the  orders  given  to  him  by  Do  Soto,  caused  by  the  wine  he  luxd  taken, 
is  not  known,  but  after  a  series  of  outrages,  ho  contented  himself  by  ordering  his  men  to 
fasten  the  women  in  the  cabin,  lieap  hnnber  on  the  hatches  of  the  hold,  and  bore  holes  in 
the  ship  below  the  water-liiio.  This  may  seoni  strange  mercy,  but  it  left  some  chance, 
if  by  any  possibility  any  of  those  on  board  could  get  free  and  stop  the  leaks.  His  orders, 
it  will  be  remembered,  had  been  to  put  all  to  death,  as  well  as  sink  the  ship. 

AVhatever  Barbazan's  motives  may  have  been,  his  course  of  action  saved  the  ship,  for 
the  women  contrived  to  force  their  way  out  of  the  cabin,  and  release  the  men  in  the  hold, 
^VhL■n  they  came  on  deck  they  anxiously  i)eored  out  into  the  darkness,  and  had  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  the  pirate-ship,  with  all  sails  set,  bearing  away  in  the  far  distance. 
Their  delight  was,  however,  somewhat  cheeked  wh(?n  they  found  that  the  vessel  had  six 
feet  of  water  in  herj  but  at  length  work  at  the  pumps  told,  and  the  vessel  was  kept 
afloat.  Yet  thoy  were  still  in  a  helpless  condition,  for  the  pirates  had  sawn  away  the 
masts  and  cut  the  rigging.  Fortunately,  however,  they  fell  in  with  a  vessel  next  lay: 
their  trouljles   were  over,  and  they   were  In'ought  in   safety   to   England. 

To  return  to  Do  Soto.  It  was  only  next  morning  that  ho  learned  that  the  crew 
and  passengers  had  been  left  alive.  This  excited  his  utmost  rage,  and  he  declared  that 
now  there  could  be  no  security  for  their  lives.  He  determined  to  put  back,  but  providentially 
he  could  find  no  trace  of  the  vessel,  and  at  last  he  consoled  himself  with  the  belief  that 
she  had  gone  to  the  bottom.  Ho  then  set  sail  for  Europe,  and  on  his  voyage  met  a  brig, 
boarded,  jdundered,  and  sank  her,  having  first  murdered  the  crew,  with  the  exception  of 
one  individual,  whom  he  took  with  him  as  a  pilot,  as  he  professed  to  know  the  course  to 
Corunna.  As  soon  as  he  had  come  within  sight  of  that  jiort.  Do  Soto  came  up  to  the 
unfortunate  sailor,  and  said,  "You  have  done  your  duty  well,  and  I  am  obliged  to  you 
for  your  services."  Ho  then  immediately  shot  him  dead,  and  flung  his  body  overboard  ! 
Polite  and  humane  De  Soto  ! 

At  Corunna  he  obtained  jiapers  under  a  false  name,  sold  most  of  his  ill-gotten  spells, 
and  set  sail  for  Cadiz,  v.diere  he  expected  to  easily  dispose  of  the  remainder.  The  winds 
were  favourable  and  the  voyage  good  till  he  was  actually  in  sight  of  the  famed  old 
Spanish  port,  off  which  ho  arrived  in  the  evening.  He  therefore  determined  to  lay  to, 
intending  to  roach  his  anchorage  in  the  morning,  when  the  wind  shifted,  culminating  in 
a  gale,  which  blew  right  on  land.  He  exerted  all  his  seamanship  to  weather  a  point  that 
stretched  outwards,  but  his  lee- way  carried  him  towards  the  land,  and  the  vessel  became  an 
utter  wreck.  Soto  soon  arranged  r.  plan.  They  were  to  pass  themselves  off  as  honest  men 
to  the  authorities  of  Cadiz ;  Soto  was  to  take  upon  himself  the  office  of  mate  to  an 
imaginary  captain,  and  thus  obtain  their  sanction  in  disposing  of  the  vessel.  In  their 
assumed  character  the  whole  proceeded  to  Cadiz,  and  presented  themselves  before  the  proper 
officers  of  the  marine.  Their  story  was  listened  to  with  sympathy,  and  for  a  few  days 
everything  went  on  to  their  satisfaction.  Soto  had  succeeded  so  well  as  to  conclude  the 
sale   of  the  wreck  with    a  broker   for   the   sum   of  one   thousand    seven  hundred    and  fifty 
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dollars.  The  contract  was  signed,  Lut,  fortunately,  the  money  was  not  yet  paid,  when 
suspicion  arose,  from  some  inconsistencies  in  the  pirates'  account  of  themselves,  and  six 
of  them  were  arrested  hy  the  authorities.  De  Soto  and  one  of  the  crew  instantly  disappeared 
Irom  Cadiz,  and  succeeded  in  arriving  at  the  neutral  ground  before  Gibraltar,  and  six 
more  made  their  escape  to  Caracas. 

De  Sot(/s  companion  wisely  kept  to  the  neutral  ground  at  Gibraltar,  while  he  foolishly 
ventured  into  the  city,  his  object  beiug  to  obtain  money  for  a  letter  of  credit  ho  had 
obtained  at  Cadiz.  The  former  man  was  the  only  one  of  the  whole  gang  who  escajied 
punishment. 

Dc  Soto  secured  his  admission  into  Gibraltar  l)y  a  false  pass,  and  took  uj)  ids  resi- 
dence at  a  low  tavern  in  one  of  the  narrow  lanes  in  which  the  place  aljouuds.  "  The 
appearance  of  this  house,"  says  the  writer  of  the  interesting  letter  from  which  this  account 
is  derived,  "  was  in  grim  harmony  with  the  worthy  Benito's  life.  I  have  occasion  to  pass 
the  door  frcvpiontly  at  night,  f(n'  our  barrack,  the  casement,  is  but  a  few  yards  from  it. 
1  never  look  out  at  the  place  without  feeling  an  involuntary  sensation  of  horror 

"In  this  den  the  villain  remained  for  a  few  weeks,  and  during  tins  time  he  seemed 
fo  enjoy  himself  as  if  he  had  never  committed  a  murder.  The  story  he  told  I3osso  of 
t'le  circumstances  was  that  he  came  to  Gil^raltar  on  his  way  from  Cadiz  to  ]\Ialaga,  and 
was  merely  awaiting   tiie  arrival  of  a  friend. 

"lie  dressed  expensively,  generally  wore  a  white  hat  of  the  best  English  quality, 
silk  stockings,  white  trousers,  and  blue  frock  coat.  His  whiskers  were  large  and  bushy, 
and  his  hair  was  black,  profuse,  long,  and  curled.  He  was  deeply  browned  with  the  sun, 
and  bad  an  air  and  gait  expressive  of  his  bold,  enterprising,  and  desperate  mind.  Indeed, 
when  I  saw  him  in  his  cell  and  at  his  trial,  although  his  frame  was  attenuated  almost  to 
a  skeleton,  the  colour  of  his  face  a  pale  yellow,  bis  eyes  sunken,  and  his  hair  closely  shorn, 
he  still  exhibited  strong  traces  cf  what  he  had  been,  still  retained  his  erect  and  fearless 
carriage,  his  quick,  fiery,  and  malevolent  eye,  his  hurried  and  concise  speech,  and  his  close 
and  pertinent  style  of  remark."  After  he  had  been  confronted  in  court  with  a  dirk  that 
hiul  belonged  to  one  of  his  victims,  a  trunk  and  clothes  taken  from  another,  and  the 
jiockct-book  containing  the  handwriting  of  the  21ornlii(j  Slur's  ill-fated  captain,  and 
which  were  proved  to  have  been  found  in  his  room ;  and  when  the  maid-servant  had  pi'oved 
that  she  fonnd  the  dirk  under  his  pillow,  and  again  when  he  was  confronted  by  his  own 
black  slave  boy  between  two  wax  lights,  the  countenance  of  the  villain  appeared  in  its  true 
nature,  not  depressed  or  sorrowful,  but  diabolically  ferocious;  and  when  Sir  George  Don 
pa-sed  the  just  sentence  of  the  law  npon  him  his  face  was  a  study  of  concentrated  venom. 

The  wretched  man  persisted  up  to  the  day  of  his  execution  in  asserting  his  innocence; 
but  the  certainty  of  his  doom  seemed  to  make  some  impression  on  him,  and  he  at  last 
made  an  unreserved  confession  of  his  crimes,  giving  up  to  the  keeper  a  razor-blade  which 
he  had  secreted  in  his  shoes  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  committing  suicide.  The  narrator 
of  his  life   seems  to  have  believed  that  he   was   really  penitent. 

On  the  day  of  his  execution  he  walked  firmly  at  the  tail  of  the  fatal  cart,  gazing 
alternately  at  the  crucifix  ho  held  in  his  hand  and  at  his  cofTin,  and  repeated  the  prayers 
spoken  in  his  ears  by  the  attendant  clergyman  with  apparent  devotion.     The  gallows  was 
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erected  fronting  the  neutral  ground,  and  he  nioiintod  the  cart  as  firmly  as  he  had  walked, 
liuldini,''  up  his  face  to  heaven  in  tiio  l)eating  ruin,  apparently  calm  and  resigned.  Finding 
the  halter  too  high  I'ur  his  neck,  he  huldly  stepped  upon  his  euflln  and  placed  his  head  in 
the  noose,  I)i<lding'  adieu  to  all  around  him.  Thus  died  JJenito  de  Soto,  the  pirate  of  the 
ninetcentii  century,  whose  crimes  had  hardly  been  exceeded  by  the  f'recljooters  of  any 
previous   jicriod. 


CHAl'THR    IX. 

Orii   AucTic   Expeditions. 

Tlic  Latest  Arclie  KxpcditiDn  Scene  at  rdrtHiiioiitli-Deimrliiiv  of  the  .(/<  iV  und  Disroirrii-Vcvi  Kxpedilions  really  Cvor 
pointed  to  the  I'ole  What  we  know  ul'  the  Ue^ions  Admitted  and  uniidniilted  Keeorda  Dutch  VaiiiH-A  Cluinnmt 
at  the  I'ole— Life  with  the  Ksqiiiniaux-A  Solitary  Jouniey-Northinen  Colony— Tlio  Adventurer  liindly  treatid  — 
Their  Kin^ -Sun-worshippers -Itclievers  in  an  Arctic  Ilell-Tlie  JIastodon  not  extinct-Donieslicated  Walruses 
—The  whole  story  a  nonsensical  Canttril. 

Ox  the  afternoon  of  May  :Ji)th,  1S75,  the  old  town  of  Portsmouth  presented  in  :in  unusual 
degree  tliat  gala  aspect  which  it  can  so  readily  assume  at  short  notice.  It  is  true  that 
it  was  the  oilicial  iinnivcrsary  of  Her  Majesty's  birthday,  and  a  military  review  had  been 
announced  ;  but  granting  I'tdl  credit  to  the  loyalty  of  Hants,  there  was  still  something  to 
be  exi)laincd,  for  visitors  had  crowded  into  the  town  by  tens  and  tens  of  thousands,  and 
the  jetties,  })iers,  and  shores  presented  the  aspect  of  a  popular  holiday,  so  lined  were  they 
with  well-dressed  and  evidently  expectant  masses  of  i)eople.  The  shij)piiig  in  the  harbour 
and  out  to  Spithead  dis])liiyed  the  Hags  of  liie  whole  sigiuilling  code,  while  from  the  liag- 
]H)sts  of  every  ))ublic,  and  hundreds  of  private,  buildings,  the  coastguard  stations,  forts, 
and  piers,  depended  a  perfect  wealth  of  bunting.      What  was  the  cause  of  this  enthusiasm? 

In  the  dockyard  a  (juieter  scene  cxiilained  the  reason.  Two  vessels,  of  no  great  size, 
and  which  at  any  other  time  would  not  have  attracted  special  attention,  were  lying,  with 
full  steam  up  and  bows  jwinted  to  the  stream,  ready  for  immediate  departure.  They  bore 
the  names  of  the  A/cr/  and  iJificuvt'ri/,  and  were  about  to  start  on  a  prolonged  Arctic 
voyage.  On  the  jetty  the  relatives  aiid  friends  of  some  1:20  ofRcers  and  blue-jackets 
were  assembled  to  bid  the  last  faewell,  the  last  (jod-speeil  to  men  about  to  encounter 
many  known  and  unknown  dangers  iii  a  field  of  action  where  peril  is  the  daily  concomitant 
of  existence.  We  can  well  Ijelieve  that  the  fate  of  Franklin  and  his  galhint  band — in 
numbers  almost  literally  identical  with  the  two  ships'  companies  about  to  dejKirt — would 
recur  to  the  minds  of  some,  and  that  many  a  mother  ])rayed  that  night,  and  later — 

'•  (J  llciven,  my  child  in  nurcy  sjmrc  I 
O  (toil,  wliere'erlie  be; 
O  God,  my  (iod,   in  i)ity  sjiaie 
My  l)oy  to-night  at  seal" 

We  shall  not  attempt  to  depict  a  scene  familiar  to  all  who  have  voNa^ed  or  who 
know  much  of  scajiort   life,  althotigh  this  was  a  special  case. 
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"  A  cidloi'.s  lil'r  iihinI  111' 
SjHiit  iiwiiy  on  thu  far.  far  Hoa. 
Aii'l  little  of  liiiii  lii^  wil'i.'  may  wro," 

Sings  Dr.  I'cimott;  u\u\  the  partings  were  not  conlined  to  mother  or  wife,  Imt  were 
shared  by  many  a  i'uther,  hrother,  sister,  and  sweetlieart,  who  were  nevertlieless  jiroiid  of 
the  serviee  in  wiiieh  their  sailor-boy  was  to  be  engaged.  Still  prouder  were  they  as,  at 
four  o'eloek,  the  vessels  steamed  out  of  the  harbour;  "  sueh  eheers  uimn  eiieers  rent  the  air" 
as,  said  our  leading  journal,  "were  never  befo-e  heard    in  I'orlsmouth,"  while  "an  unbroken 
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mass  of  waving  hats  and  lluttering  haiulkerehiel's  "  extended  on  the  jetties,  piers,  and  shore 
away  to  and  beyond  the  breakwater.  The  ships  of  war  and  the  training  ship  «S7.  riuceiil 
presented  a  sight  not  soon  to  be  forgotten,  eovered  as  they  were  by  living  masses  from 
bulwarks  to  sky-sail  yards  of  actual  and  embryo  comrades  in  the  service,  delighting  to 
honour  these  adventurous  men,  departing  for  unknown  seas  and  for  an  unknown  period  ol 
time.  If  there  were  any  of  those  croakers  jiresent  who  tell  us  tluit  the  service  has  gone 
to  the  dogs,  and  that  the  "true  British  sailor"  is  no  more,  they  must  have  been  silenced; 
while  the  enthusiasm  of  those  who  had  come  fnun  far  and  near  to  witness  the  departure 
of  the  expedition  was  but  one  more  exami)le  of  that  special  interest  always  displayed  by 
England  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  geographical  discovery.  The  same  love  of  adventure, 
and  the  sj)irit  to  do  and  dare,  which  characterise  our  voyagers  and  travellers,  permeates 
very  largely  the  masses  of  those  who  stay  at  home,  for  they  are  Britons   stilL 
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The  oxi)p(liticiii,  uikIlt  tlic  commaiul  of  (';i|it;iiii  Xiiren,  llic  (Iciniitmr  of  wliicli  wo 
liiivo  briolly  ilfscriljod,  was,  ns  wo  all  Unnw,  <listiiu'tly  oryaiiiseil  I'ur  (lie  cxiiloratioii  of 
tlio  pillar  rfgioii,  ami  witli  llic  Iidpc  of  rciuliiiiy  tlu'  N'ortli  Pole  itself.  One  iioint 
ill  this  connection  is  often  ovorluokod,  theivl)y  loading  U>  |,'mvL'  niistako,  and  it  may 
fairly  l»c  considoivd  before  entering'  upon  the  narration  of  tliis  Arctir  voyaj^'i'.  Tliere 
arc  those  ainono'  us  who,  liciii^  "  noUiing  if  not  practical,"  aver  that  too  many  voyajifcrt 
have  I'ccii  iusti^'ated  for  the  discovery  of  the  North  I'ole,  which  is  to  them  a  worthless 
aim.  The  answer  to  such  croakers  is  direct.  Of  the  hundreds  of  expeditions,  IJritish 
and  foreiyii,  despatehcil  to  the  Arctic  roj^ioiis,  very  lew  indeed  have  been  orj^aniseJ  for  that 
discovery,  or  even  for  the  exploration  of  the  jiolar  region  proper.  Those  instituted  with 
that  special  object,  as  will  be  hereafter  shown,  scarcely  exceed  a  do/en  in  number.  Strange  as 
il  may  seem,  commerce  was  for  a  long  period  almost  the  only  motive  lor  Arctic  exploration. 
'I'lie  larger  ])art  of  the  earlier  attemiits  at  north-west  ami  north-east  passages  were  insti- 
gated with  tiic  distinct  oI>ject  of  reaching  the  Orient  — China,  India,  and  the  Sjiice 
Islands — for  commercial  purposes,  by  what  seems  now-a-days  .1  most  roundabout  if  not 
utterly  ridiculous  manner,  but  which  at  the  time  appeared  (piite  comprehensible  and  defensilile. 
The  rich  productions  of  the  countries  named  in  those  days  reached  us  overland;  and  not  till  the 
very  close  of  the  lifteenth  century,  when  \'asco  di  (Jama  doubled  the  Cape  of  (rood  Hope, 
was  a  comparatively  easy  sea-route  found  to  Eastern  Asia.  The  ojiening  of  extensive 
lishuries,  the  fur-trade,  reported  mineral  discoveries,  and,  in  a  limited  degree,  colonisation, 
have  been  among  the  main  causes  in  bygone  days  of  hundreds  of  Arctic  voyages,  the 
organisers  whereof  eared  nothing  for  the  North  Pole.  The  many  Arctic  expeditions  of  the 
jiivsent  century  have  been  mainly  instituted  for  geographical  discovery  and  seientilic  research  ; 
and,  as  we  all  know,  a  number  of  them  would  not  have  had  their  being  but  for  the  sad 
tragedy  which  involved  the  search  for  Franklin  and  his  ill-starred  companions.  Now-a-days, 
indeed,  as  the  writer  has  elsewhere  said,*  "  we  have  no  need  for  an  icy  route  to  Catliaia; 
we  have  uo  expectation  of  commercial  advantage  from  the  exploration  of  the  North  Pole.'' 
The  solution  of  a  most  important  geographical  problem  was  the  aim  of  Cajitain  Nares' 
expedition,  as  it  was  that  of  nrrcral,  but  nal,  as  will  lie  proved,  that  of  )iuni/j  previous 
ones.     If  it  over  is  to  be  done,  England  should  do  it. 

It  will  Ijc  interesting,  and  somewhat  important,  to  note  briefly,  before  entering  on 
the  consideration  of  the  groat  Arctic  voyages,  just  how  much  and  how  little  we  know  about 
the  polar  region  projier.  The  undiscovered  region  covers  an  area  of  scarcely  less  than  a 
iiiilliou  and  a  half  s(juarc  miles;  while  between  exjilored  jjoints  on  either  side  it  is  in 
eerlain  directions  as  much  as  1,500  miles  across.  Parry,  in  18.27,  reached  by  a  mixed  boat 
and  sledge  journey  as  high  a  latitude  as  S^J*-'  lo'  N.,  while  Captain  Hall,  the  American,  suc- 
ceeded in  Itikiiitj  /lis  vcxscl,  in  1871,  as  high  as  S;i"  IC  N.  in  Smith's  Sound.  As  wo  shall 
hereafter  sec,  both  these  exjjloits  have  now  been  beaten  by  the  expedition  under  Captain 
(now  Sir  George  S.)  Nares.  In  general  terms,  we  may  say  that  the  vast  tract  between  70^' 
and  811  '  of  north  latitude  has  been  pretty  thoroughly  explored  on  the  Euro])can  and  American 
sides  of  the  polar  region,  while  much  less  is  known  of  the  same  latitudes  on  the  Asiatic 
side.  How  much  of  the  in-lying  region  is  land,  or  how  far  covered  with  water,  has 
*  "  Uuioos  of  iht'  Antic."     yotiety  for  the  rromotion  of  Cluistian  Knowledge. 
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ret  to  lio  (Ictormiix'd.  In  sjiito  of  tlio  viTy  iinsitivc  iifti'vaiiccs  of  many  cxiilnri'is 
iiiul  HC'iontiHts,  all  \vi'  really  kimw  is  that  tlu-re  /'v  nuicli  npi'ii  water,  nv  at  all  events 
ico-covcrej  water,  ami  that  it  inuj/  extend  to  tin;  INile.  No  weii^ht  whatever  can  he 
nttaeheil  to  tho  once  popular  "open  polar  sen"  theory,  which  rested  prin<ipally  on  the 
statements  of  those  who  had,  after  reaehini,'  j^iven  points,  hoen  nnahlo  t<t  8eo  anythin;^ 
hilt  open  watiM-  hefore  them.  I  low  would  that  wiseaere  he  esteemed,  who,  lookitij;'  seawaid 
from  different  j)arts  of  our  eoast,  .saw  nipuj^Mit  hut  ocean,  and  thereon  inuuediately 
l>uilt  a  theory  that  no  land  existed  in  the  direction  of  his  gaze?  .Vmeriea  must 
be  swej)!  from  /n's  map  entirely,  while  even  Continental  I'lurope  would  have  a  pnor 
chance — except  on  u  line  day,  and  even  then  from  hut  a  few  points  of  oiu-  south 
cuaat. 

AVhilst  the  claims  of  Parry,  Hall,  and  Narcs,  as  the  three  explorers  who  have  approached 
nearer  tho  I'olo  than  any  others,  must  he  admitted  hy  all  authorities,  we  n\!iy  note  nt 
juissiinl  that  other  and  stron<j;'er  claims  have  been  put  forth  in  days  •'[•one  hy.  The  lion. 
Daines  IJarrino'ton,  somewhat  of  an  authority  in  his  day,  read  hefore  the  Royal  Society, 
late  in  the  last  century,  a  series  of  papers  devoteil  to  polar  subjects,*  in  which  he  records 
the  cases  of  whalers  and  others  who  were  said  to  have  almost  reached  tho  North  I'ole. 
He  cites  with  some  substantiatory  evidence  the  case  of  a  Dutch  shij)-of-war,  superintcndinj>' 
the  (jrconland  lishericH,  which  had  reached  the  latitude  of  88"  N.,  or  within  1:!()  miles  of 
the  Pole.  He  gives  the  case  of  an  English  captain — one  Johnson,  or  !Monsou  (HuiToi\  records 
tho  same  case) — who  had  also  reached  SS"  N.  He  further  offers  us  the  "  Relation  of  Two 
Putch  ^Masters"  to  one  Captain  Goulden,  who  asserted  that  they  hail  reached  .S!)"^,  and  caps 
the  climax  with  a  "Dutch  relation"  to  a  Mr.  (Jrey,  in  which  the  Hollander  claims  to  have 
been  within  half  a  degree  (thirty  geographical  miles)  of  the  Pole.  These  claims  were  serioiislv 
discussed  at  tho  time,  and  were  not  put  forward  by  an  ignorant  or  careless  writer.  Never- 
theless, no  credit  is  given  to  them  by  present  Arctic  authorities,  although  they  would  seem 
to  deserve  some  little  examination  and  attention. 

One  other  claim  to  the  discovery  of  a  continent  immediately  surrounding  the  Nortli 
Pole  remains  to  be  consiilered,  albeit  not  seriously.  It  has  been  very  naturally  ignored 
here,  but  was  calmly  discussed  some  jears  since  in  America,  where  it  was  first  published. 
The  present  writer  presents  it  in  a  condensed  form  sim])ly  as  a  novelty  j  it  is  only  too 
evidently  a  sailor's  "yarn,"  invented  by  some  one  familiar  with  Arctic  works,  or  possi])ly 
with  the  Arctic  regions  themselves.  But  as  it  will  serve  to  enliven  our  narrative  at  this 
juncture,  the  reader  will   pardon  its  introduction. 

The  editor  of  the  following  narrative  commences  by  stating  that  a  log,  sipmred  and 
much  water-soaked,  was  found  floating  in  Hudson's  Bay  in  tho  year  1800  by  an  American 
sailor.  On  examination,  a  small  piece  of  wood  was  discovered  to  ho  morticed  in  its  side, 
and  this  being  picked  out,  a  manuscript,  written  on  skin  sewn  together  with  sinews,  was 
found  enclosed  in  a  seal-skin  cover.  The  story  inscribed  on  it  was  in  substance  as  follows. 
The  writer  begins  by  stating  that  he  has  discovered  a  new  continent  at  the  Pole.  Being 
desirous    of   leaving   England,   ho   had   shipped   before  the  mast  on  the  Erehus,    under   the 

•  Tlicse  papers,  with  others,  were  puLlishcd  in  a  small  work  hearing  the  tith',  "  Tho  Possibility  of  Approaching 
tho  North  Pole  Asserted,  &c," 
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I'ominiiiiil  i.r  Sir  .rolin  l''r;iiikliii.  lie  had  iluiii'  so  iiinlcr  iin  ax^iunt'l  niimo,  Iiis  true  namo 
lii'iiijf  William  North.  Descrihiii;,'  luiclly  tiic  cvoiitH  prcowlin;;  l''rankliii'H  di'iifli,  lio  ffoo« 
nil  til  Hiiy  that  they  ahanddncd  the  Hhips  in  April,  ISJS,  ('ii|itaiii  Ci-i/.ior  hoping'  to  rt'iuh 
Hudson's  Hay  ('rcrritorv  is  uicnnt,  prt'siimal>l\ ),  tlifir  pi'ovi>ions  liciii;;  cvhaiistcd.  All 
liiit  hiinscll'  piiisht'd,  aiul  he  Iiiy  on  the  hmow  iiisciisiltlc  till  ri'scmsl  hy  some  Msiiiiimimx, 
with  whom  ho  livt'il  for  scvcrnl  years.  From  ohsorvutioiiH  ho  hociimo  convinced  there  was 
a   luil)ital)!{'  land   I'lirthcr  north.       Tho  binN  and  animals  ol'ton  oainc  in  lary-o  nnmhors   fruui 
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that  diroction,  anil  then  suddenly  returned.  The  Indians  all  had  a  superstitious  lour  o£ 
yoino'  i'ar  north,  and  none  who  did  so  were  ever  seen  iiyain.  It  was  supj)osed  that  they 
perished  of  cold  and  starvation;  but  more  than  one  old  Esfjuiniaux  told  him  that  they 
were  killed  by  the  inhabitants  beyond  the  mountains. 

"As  1  could  never  <^et  back  to  England,"  says  he,  "even  if  I  had  desired,  I 
concluded  to  pusli  to  the  north,  and  reach  the  North  Polo  or  perish  in  the  atteni|)t."  No 
one  woidd  <j^o  with  him,  so  he  went  alone,  takinj;'  two  dogs  and  a  boat  which  he  had  rigged 
on  runners.     The  Indians  said  that  he  woidd  never  return. 

"This  was  on  the  Greenland  shore,  as  far  north  as  the  ice  mountains,  known  to 
navigators  as  the  glaciers.  ["  Ice  rivers  "  would  be  the  more  appropriate  term  ;  but  the 
story  is  evidently  written  by  a  half-educated  man.]  It  was  tho  early  spring  of  18(i0, 
according  to  my  reckoning;  the  season    was  the  most  favourable  I  had  ever  seen,  and  in 


J 


^  '2'li 


.>^' 


ir 


V 


^^^ 


y. 

c 

i 


c 

b. 

C 


'S'3 


iJ 


82 


90 


THE    SEA. 


two  months  I  must  liave  travelled  fully  six  lunulred  miles,  myself  and  the  dogs  living  on 
game  and  seals  killed  by  the  way. 

"  My  theory  was  that  I  should  suddenly  emerge  into  a  warm  and  fertile  country  as 
soon  as  I  should  reach  the  point  at  which,  according  to  all  the  books,  the  earth  was  flattened, 
and  on  which  the  sun  in  summer  never  sets.  It  seemed  to  me  that  if  the  sun  should 
remain  for  six  months  above  the  horizon,  without  any  nights,  the  effect  would  be  to  give  a 
very  warm  climate.  I  had  a  good  silver  watch,  of  which  I  had  always  taken  the  greatest 
care,  and  I  kept  a  record  of  every  day,  so  that  I  should  not  lose  my  reckoning.  I  will 
not  dwell  on  the  perils  and  privations  of  my  journey,  except  to  say  that  with  streaming 
eyes  I  had  killed  my  faithful  dogs  to  save  me  from  starvation,  when  on  the  20th  of  June, 
1800,  according  to  my  calendar,  I  passed  out  of  a  crevice  or  gorge  between  two  great 
walls  of  ice,  just  in  time  to  escape  death  from  a  falling  mass  larger  than  a  ship,  into  an 
open  space  of  table-land,  from  which  I  could  see  below  me,  and  stretching  away  as  far 
as  the  eye  could  reach,  a  land  more  beautiful  than  England  or  any  other  country  I  had 
over  seen." 

The  narrator  says  that  his  feelings  becoming  calmer  after  the  surprise  he  had 
experienced,  ho  descended  tho  mountain,  at  the  foot  of  which  was  a  village,  where  the 
people  were  celebrating  a  festival  or  carnival.  Overcome  by  the  heat  and  excitement,  he 
fainted,  and  some  time  afterwards  found  himself  closely  guarded  in  the  house  of  some  priests, 
where,  however,  he  was  kindly  treated.  The  curious  things  which  he  had  in  hit?  possession 
convinced  them  that  their  prisoner  was  worth  keeping  alive.  He  explained  their  use  liy 
signs,  in  which  they  were  greatly  interested.  The  watch  pleased  them  the  most,  and 
they  easily  understood  the  division  of  time.  When  he  drew  a  figure  of  the  earth, 
with  the  parallels  of  latitude  and  longitude,  pointing  out  the  positions  of  ti:e  various 
countries,  including  their  own,  they  were  greatly  astonished,  and  treated  him  with  increased 
kindness. 

lie  was  taken  before  their  chief — the  Jarl — who  lives  in  a  stone  palace,  built  as 
solidly  as  the  pyramids.  "  Glass  is  unknown,  and  curtains  or  draperies  take  its  place  in 
the  windows.  Oil-lamps  are  used,  except  in  the  palaces  of  the  nobility  aiiJ  in  public 
places,  where  an  electric  light,  much  brighter  than  gas,  is  substituted."  Precious  stones, 
gold,  and  silver,  abound.  ''  The  Jarl  drives  out  with  four  large  moose,  or  mastodon, 
attached  to  his  chariot,  which  are  harnessed  in  pairs,  the  inside  horns  of  each  being  cut 
so  that  they  will  not  interlock.  His  pleasure  barge  is  drawn  bj'  walruses."  Barges  and 
boats  were  commonly  drawn  by  domesticated  seals  and  walruses.  Their  arts  and  productions 
are  described  in  detail,  and  are  about  the  same  as  those  of  Northern  Europe  a  thousand 
years  ago.  The  peo^ile  are  numerous,  and  live  in  peace  and  happiness.  The  sun  is  their 
great  spirit ;  shut  in  by  eternal  snow  and  ice,  although  their  own  climate  is  not  very  severe, 
they  naturally  look  upon  cold  as  the  essence  of  all  that  is  evil,  and  ice  as  its  embodiment. 
When  the  genial  rays  of  the  sun  disperse  the  ice  and  snow  they  worship  and  rejoice. 
And  carrying  out  the  same  idea,  the  infernal  regions  are  stated  to  be  cold,  not  hot.  We 
all  remember  the  worthy  divine  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  who  knowing  that  he  could 
not  terrify  his  shivering  congregation  by  depicting  the  terrors  of  fire,  painted  in  its  place 
an  Arctic  Hell.     So  Dante,  in  "The  Divine  Comedy,"  makes  the  frozen  Lake  of   Cocytus 
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a    place   whore    tlie   traitors   to   kindred   and    country   endure  u   new   torment.      80    again 
Shakespeare,  in  tlie  well-known  soliloquy — 

''Ay,  but  to  dif,  and  go  wu  kuow  not  wlioiv; 
Tn  lie  in  cold  obstruction  and  to  rot  ; 
Tills  sensible  warm  motion  to  boc'omu 
A  knciided  clod  ;  and  tlio  de-li^'htcd*  spirit 
To  bathe  in  fiery  floods,  or  to  reside 
In  thrilling  regions  of  tidck-ribbed  ice." 

The  narrator  o-nes  on  to  say  that  it  is  iisual  to  make  ice  idols  or  ice  demons  lor  their 
carnivals;  and  ice  palaces  like  those  often  constructed  in  Russia  are  also  common  in  winter. 
lie  further  says  that  Greenland  extends  to  the  Pole  and  far  beyond  it,  and  ends  his 
narrative  by  stating  that  at  the  date  on  which  he  writes— May  2:Znd,  lS(JJ_lio  had  been 
eleven  months  on  the  polar  continent,  and  had  no  desire  to  leave  it. 

So  much  for  a  canard,  amusing-  at  least  from  the  mock  earnestness  of  the  writer. 
But  that  a  detached  colony  of  descendants  from  the  Northmen  mi(/lU  be  found  at  some 
more  distant  point  of  Greenland  with  which  we  are  at  present  not  familiar,  is  at  least 
possible,  and  that  the  climate  of  the  Pole  is  comparatively  temperate  has  been  the  belief 
of  some  authorities,  although,  most  assuredly,  the  intense  cold  exiierienced  by  (he 
expedition  under  Captain  Nares  at  the  high  latitude  attained  will  not  bear  out  the 
assertion. 


CHAPTER    X. 

Cruise    oi'    tue    ''Paxdoka." 

Tlie  Arctic  Expedition  of  ISr.-O-Its  Advocates  -The  Mcvt  and  Discover,,    Crui.c  of  llie  P«»<?o,-n  -Curious  leebcru^s    Tl.e 
Fu.t  I3un.p  with  the  Ice  -Sea.  Meat  as  a  Luxury -Ashore  on  a  K,oe    CoaHu,  at  Ivi^t.:!  t^^^^^^^ 

Me    L  r  S  7    '"■     Tv";;'",''^;'"""'  '"^^°    ''"^'  "^■■■'■^  °'  Oreenhuu,    a  novel  I.Ul-room-The  drea.,  a 

Meh  .lie  lia  -S  e..eo   Rum  at  Norlhu.uberland  House-Devastation  of  the  Bears-  An  Arctic  Gravevard  -licse.  bv  Ihe 

Hom;:^;;;!.""      '  ^''-'------^'-'''-^  '■-■"  «"--d    ^ctum  Voyage-A  Dreadful  NiKht-The  Phauton,  CUM 

The  Arctic  expedition  of  1875-0  was,  at  the  time,  the  subject  of  general  interest,  and  led 
to  much  comment  and  some  adverse  criticism.  With  the  latter  we  have  little  or  nothing 
to  do.  If  a  certain  amount  of  disappointment  existed  regarding  the  still  undiscovered  Pok" 
It  should  have  been  remembered  that  no  Arctic  expedition  whatever  has  fulfdled  all  the  promises 
and  hopes  of  its  youth,  and  that  our  brave  seamen  took  our  flag  to  a  higher  point  than  ever 
was  attained  before.  Britain  was  again  foremost,  and  the  names  of  Nares  and  Markham 
stand  worthily  by  the  side  of  Hall  and  Parry.  The  conditions  under  which  they  made 
their  success  were,  in  some  respects,  of  unparalleled  diflleulty  and  hardship. 

Tlic  renewal  of  English  enterprise  in  the  direction  of  the  Pole  was  not  due  to  sudden 
caprice,   but    was  greatly   stimulated   by   the   generou^i  rivalry   of   other   nations.      Several 

*  2)f-lighted— I.e.,  deprived  of  light. 
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Hienibers  of  the  Royal  Ocnfjraphiciil  Society,  prominent  among-  whom  wore  the  late 
-Vdniiral  Sherard  Osliurnc  and  iSir  llodorick  I.  jMurehison,  so  lunj,'  the  president  oi'  the 
body,  advocated  it  with  all  their  strenj^th  and  mi^'hl,  wiiile  that  noble-hearted  lady,  the 
late  La<ly  Franklin,  took  the  deejjest  interest  in  its  promotion. 

Their  rei)reseutati(jus  hud  due  effect  on  the  (iovernment ;  the  necessary  votes  were 
])asscd,  and  the  expedition  or<^anised.  The  vessels  employed  were  probably  as  well  adapted 
for  Arctic  navij^ation  as  any  that  have  left  our  shores  for  that  purpose.  The  Alert  was 
a  royal  navy  steam  slooj)  of  751  tons  and  100  horse-power,  and  was  greatly  strengthened 
for  her  intended  voyage.  The  commander  of  the  expedition,  Captain  Nares,  who 
had  only  just  been  recalled  from  the  memorable  voyage  of  the  CliallviKjvr,  was  a 
man  of  considerable  experience,  and  had  been  in  Arctic  service  previously.  With 
him  was  associated  Commander  A.  11.  aMarkL.im,  who  luid  a  considerable  amount 
of  jn'evious  Arctic  experience.  Tlie  second  vessel  of  the  exj)eilition,  the  hiscover^, 
had  been  a  Dundee  steam  whaler,  was  purchased  by  the  (iovernment,  and  put  under 
the  command  of  Cai)tain  H.  V.  Stephenson.  The  total  complement  of  odicers  and  crews 
on  the  two  vessels  consisted  of  !;20  men,  the  very  [)ick  of  the  navy  and  whaling  marine, 
many  of  whom  had  served  in  polar  seas  before.  A  store  ship,  the  f  uluruitx,  accomj)anied 
tliem  to  (ireenland,  and  returned  safely  in  time  to  enable  3Ir.  Clements  R.  Markhani,  a 
relative  of  Captain  Markhain's,  who  had  made  a  tr'p  on  her,  to  lay  before  the  British 
Association  meeting  at  Bristol,  on  August  olst,  liie  earliest  news  from  the  exi)edition. 
On  the  voyage  to  Disco  they  had  encountered  heavy  weather;  but  on  arrival  there  it  was 
(iinsidered  that  it  would  prove  a  favourable  season  iV)r  -Vrctic  exploration.  The  luldroict, 
liaving  transferred  the  stores,  &c.,  intended  for  the  use  of  the  Arctic  sliips,  had  jtartcd 
company  on  July  IGlh,  leaving  the  exj)edition  in  good  health  and  excellent  s])irits. 

For  the  jn'esent  let  us  leave  them  to  pursue  their  researches  in  the  jwlar  regions 
while  we  speak  of  the  ex|)edition  which  followed  close  in  their  wake,  and,  indeed,  was 
partly  intended  to  lie  the  means  of  a  last  communication  with  them.  We  refer  to  the 
interesting  voyage  of  the  J\iii(l(jr,i,  which  brought  home  very  late  news  from  them,  and 
which,  considering  the  brief  time  in  which  it  was  nuide,  deserves  to  be  chroniilcd  as  a 
most  successful  "dash  "  into  the  Arctic  regions. 

The  Pandura  was  bought  from  the  Navy  Department  by  Captain  Allen  Young,  and 
specially  lifted  out  by  him  for  Arctic  navigation.  This  was  no  small  matter.  Altliough 
built  for  a  gunboat,  she  had  to  be  considerably  strengthened.  Heavy  iron  beams  ami  knees 
were  put  in  amidships,  to  increase  her  resisting  powers  to  a  stjueeze  or  "  nip  ^' in  the  ice; 
her  hull  was  cnvelo])ed  in  an  outer  casing  of  American  elm  four  and  a  half  inches  thick, 
to  strengthen  her  sides;  her  bows  were  encased  in  solid  iron.  These  changes,  while 
injuring  her  sailing  (pialities  somewhat,  enabled  her  to  work  her  way  among  ice,  where 
an  ordinary  ship  would  be  crushed  like  an  egg-shell.  She  was  a  small  barque-rigged  vessel, 
of  4;38  tons  register,  with  steam-i)ower  which  could  on  emergencies  be  worked  u])  to  2UU 
horse-power.  The  crew  and  oflicers  numbered  thirty  men,  all  told.  She  was  j)rovisioned 
for  eighteen  months. 

"  The  i)romotcrs  of  oiu-  expedition,'^  says  Mr.  J.  A.  MacGahan,  who  accompanied  it  as 
■I  orrespondent  of  the  Ncir  Vur/:  He  raid,  and  has  since  collected  his  notes  in  a  most  interesting 
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book,*  "were  Captain  Allen  Young-,  on  whom  fell  the  priueipal  burden  and  expense;  Mr. 
James  Gordon  Bennelt,  whom  I  had  tlie  hounur  to  rei)resent;  Lieutenant  lunes  Lillin^■- 
ston,  Jl.N.,  who  went  as  second  in  eommand,  and  the  late  Lady  Franklin.  She  had  insisted 
on  eontrihutiiiy  to  the  expenses  of  the  expedition,  almost  against  Captain  Young-'s  wishes, 
who  felt  hy  no  means  coiilldent  of  doing'  anything''  that  would  entitle  him  to  accept  her 
AviUing-  contribution."  It  will  be  remendiered  that  Captain  Young  had  been  navigating 
officer   with   the   memorable  McClintock  expedition  in   ISo?   'J,  and  thai    during-  that   time  lie 


l"^;1 


DISCO. 


had  made  many  perilous  siedge-journeys.  A  representative  of  the  Dutch  royal  navy,  l^ieu- 
tcnant  Beyneii,  accompanied  them,  and  was  sent  out  by  his  Government  to  report  on  the 
«'X])edition,  and  gain  experiei.ee  in  Arctic  navigation.  It  was  thought  that  at  sonie  future 
time  Holland  might  resume  the  thiead  of  Arctic  exploration  where  it  was  dropped  by 
BarentZj  tiie  old   Dutch   navigator,  .'500  years  ago. 

On  the  morning  of  the  iiSth  of  July  they  arrived  in  sight  oO  Cape  Farewell,  and  were 
surrounded  on  all  sides  by  a  Held  of  lloating  ice.  The  horizon  was  white  with  it,  while  near 
the  ships  great  jiieees,  of  every  imaginable  shajie  and  size,  went  drifting  by  in  dang'erous 
proximity.  There  were  old  castles  with  broken  ruined  towers,  battlements,  and  loopholes, 
i-astellated  fortresses;  cathedrals  with  fantastic  Gothic  carving,  and  delicate  tracery,  and 
triumphal   arches.     The  narrator  says  that  the   animal  and  vegetable  kingdoms  were  repre- 
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sonteil  by  lingo  mushrooms  with  broad  drooping'  tops,  supported  on  a  singlo  slender  stem, 
i.nd  great  masses  oE  ice-foliaye  that  crowned  groups  of  heautifully-earved  columns,  like 
iinnieiise  bread-fruit  trees,  covered  with  ice.  There  were  swans  with  long  slender  necks 
gracefully  jjoised  in  the  water;  there  were  dragons,  lions,  eagles;  in  short,  almost  every 
fantastic  form  that  could  be  imagined,  sparkling  and  gleaming  in  the  bright  morning 
sun.  In  the  path  of  the  vessel  great  flat  pieces,  or  lloos,  i)resented  themselves,  and  grew 
closer  and  thicker  together,  with  but  very  narrow  channels  of  water  between  them.  At 
last  they  came  to  a  place  where  there  was  uo  passage  at  all,  unless  they  went  two  or 
three  miles  out  of  their  route. 

Toms,  the  old  gunner,  who  was  out  with  Captain  Young  in  the  Fi>,v,  was  on  the 
bridge  conducting'  the  vessel's  course,  and  instead  of  going  around  they  drove  straight  at 
the  lloe.  AVhat  had  been  taken  by  some  on  boiird  for  a  solid  field  of  ice  was  in  reality  two 
large  floes  joined  together  at  one  sjjot,  and  thus  forming  a  narrow  isthmus  only  a  few 
feet  wide.  It  was  this  isthmus  that  old  Toms  was  (joinsj:  to  charge.  The  wind  in  the 
CMurse  of  the  morning  had  siirung  up  from  the  east,  and  they  had  it,  consc(picntly,  on  the 
starlioard  quarter.  The  P'tudura  was  coming  smoothly  along  under  reefed  topsails,  at  the 
rate  of  about  live  knots.  In  a  moment  her  prow  jtlunged  into  the  ice  with  the  force  of 
a  Oaltering-ram.  There  was  a  luud  crash;  the  ship  cpiivered  and  shook;  the  masts,  with 
the  sails  pulling  at  them,  bent  and  creaked;  the  ice  rolled  up  before  her  in  great  blocks, 
that  fell  splashing  in  the  water,  and  the  Fandnrn  stopped  quite  still  for  the  moment,  com- 
jiletely  jammed.  But  it  was  for  a  moment  only.  Her  sharp  iron  prow  bad  quite  demolished 
the  neck  of  ice,  and  it  only  remained  to  squeeze  herself  between  the  floes  into  clear  water 
beyond.  She  wriggled  through  like  an  eel,  and  then  shot  gaily  forward,  as  though,  eager 
for  another  encounter. 

"  That  was  rather  a  hard  bump,  Toms,  wasn't  it  ?  "  said  somebody. 

"Oh,  bless  you!  that's  nothing/'  replied  the  old  sea-dog,  with  a  smile.  "We'll  have 
liarder  ones  nor  that  before  we  gets  through  the  north-west  j^iissage."  And  so  they  did, 
as   the  narrative  abundantly  shows. 

The  seals,  with  their  round  smooth  heads  just  barely  above  the  surface,  are  desci'ibed 
as  looking  like  plum-puddings  floating  in  the  water.  As  they  had  been  living  on  salt  pro- 
visions for  twenty  days,  a  great  longing  for  fresh  meat  came  over  them.  Seal's  liver  with 
bacon  is  said  to  form  an  excellent  dish.  On  one  occasion  they  had  nearly  killed  a  seal, 
when  a  man  was  sent  after  it  to  finish  the  business.  His  weight,  when  he  arrived  on  the 
iloe,  broke  the  ice,  and  both  fell  in  together.  The  seal  was  lost,  but  happily  the  sailor  was 
rescued.  Later  they  were  more  successful.  The  officers  took  to  the  seal-flesh  most  kindly, 
but  the  sailors  were  by  far  too  dainty  to  feed  on  such  unusual  food.  It  is  a  curious  fact 
that  men  on  Arctic  expeditions  w'ill  often  refuse  to  touch  seal  or  walrus  meat,  as  well  as 
jireserved  or  tinned  beef  and  mutton.  The  result  is  the  scurvy,  which  often  enough  proves 
fatal. 

Captain  Young,  on  the  way  up  to  Ivigtut,  a  little  Danish  settlement  on  the  west 
coast  of  Greenland,  lirought  his  vessel  alongside  a  largo  floe  on  which  five  seals  were 
observed,  apparently  asleep.  Thirty  gun-barrels  were  soon  levelled  on  the  h.ipless  animals, 
which    lay    quite    still    as    the    ship    came    up,    ajiparently    unconscious    of    their  danger. 
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As  about  two  Immlrctl  rounds  were  lireil,  iiud  yet  tlireo  of  the  seals  got  away,  their  liravado 
was  jiartially  cxcusaMo.  One  of  tlioso  killed  was  perfectly  riddled  with  shot.  This  animal 
takes  a  <^rcat  deal  of  killing  unless  hit  exactly  in  the  brain.  Soon  the  ship  wat;  moored 
to  the  (loo,  and  tliL  oflicers  and  men  were  out  to  secure  their  game.  On  this  Moating  island 
of  ice  they  found  a  little  lake  of  water,  and  having  been  on  short  allowance  for  some  days, 
they  hailed  it  with  delight.  They  took  a  long  drink  first  of  all,  then  a  run  over  the 
island  and  a  good  roll  in  the  snow,  as  pleased  as  schoolboys  out  for  a  holiday.  After  this 
the  shiji  was  watered,  amid  a  great  amount  of  fun  and  frolic,  everybody  being  so  glad  to 
stretch  their  legs.  At  Ivigtut  the  ollieers  went  on  shore  to  visit  the  few  Danes  of  the 
colony  while  the  vessel  was  being  coaled,  and  an  amusing  account  is  given  of  the  Iio-;pitality 
extended  to  them.  The  chronicler  mentions  very  particularly  an  insinuating  drink  called 
''banko,"  which  was  ordinarily  mingled  with  layers  of  sherry,  and  sometimes  claret  and 
sherry.  It  had  a  mild,  pleasai.  taste,  quite  disproportionate  to  the  powcrfid  elTects  it 
produced.  The  governor  had  entertained  the  officers  of  the  Tigress  when  she  came  here 
in  search  of  the  crew  of  the  Po/arrf,  Captain  Hall's  vessel,  and  they  had  also  drunk 
banko  punch  till  some  of  them  had  been  (jbscrved  to  stir  it  up  with  their  cigars  for  tea- 
spoons, and  then  to  express  astonishment  at  the  cigars  appearing  damp!  It  is  at  this 
settlement  that  the  kryolite  mines  are  worked  by  a  Danish  company.  The  mineral  is  used 
for  a  variety  of  purposes,  but  principally  for  making  soda,  and  in  the  I'nitcd  States  for 
preparing  aluminium.  McClintock's  little  steam  yacht,  the  Fo.f,  so  celebrated  in  Arctic 
history  in  connection  with  the  Franklin  search,  is  now  in  the  employ  of  this  Company. 

The  Greenland  coasts  at  this  season  are  described  as  beautiful  in  the  extreme,  a  broken, 
serrated  line  of  high,  rugged  mountains  rising  abruptly  out  of  the  water  to  a  height  of 
•■},000  feet.  Over  these  the  sun  and  atmosphere  combine  to  produce  the  most  fantastic 
effects  of  colour,  while  ever  and  anon  glimpses  of  that  mighty  sea  of  ice  wliich  has 
overwhelmed  Greenland  are  to  be  caught.  Captain  Young,  in  his  progress  up  the  coasts 
was  met  by  several  kyacks — skin  canoes — whose  occu])ants  had  travelled,  or  rather  voyaged, 
fifteen  miles  at  sea  merely  to  barter  their  fish  for  tobacco,  biscuit,  or  coffee.  "  Imagine  a 
man  getting  into  a  canoe  and  paddling  across  the  English  Channel  from  Dover  to  Boulogne 
or  C:dais  in  order  to  sell  half-a-dozen  trout  I  "  They  were  thoroughly  drenched  with  the 
water  dashing  over  them,  but  had  very  little  in  the  kyacks,  so  closely  does  the  skin  jacket 
they  wear  fit  the  round  hole  in  the  top  of  the  canoe.  They  were  rewarded  with  a  glass 
of  rum,  and  sold  about  fifty-five  pounds  of  delicious  fish  for  half  a  pound  of  tobacco  and 
a  couple  of  dozen  small  sea  biscuits. 

At  Disco  they  were  again  warmly  welcomed  by  the  Danes;  and  if  MacGahan  has 
not  been  carried  away  by  the  enthusiasm  of  the  moment,  the  young  ladies  must  indeed 
be  something  delightful.  Ho  avers  that  their  small  hands  and  feet  would  make  an  En<''lish 
or  American  girl  die  with  envy,  and  that  they  dance  like  sylphs.  Of  one  he  says,  gushingly, 
"  It  was  a  pure  delight  to  watch  her  little  feet  flitting  over  the  ground  like  butterllies, 
or  humming-birds,  or  rosebuds,  or  anything  else  that  is  delicate  and  sweet  and  delightful. 
It  was  not  dancing  at  all :  it  was  flying ;  it  was  floating  through  the  air  on  a  wave  of 
rhythm,  without  even,  so  much  as  touching  ground."  What  more  could  be  said  after  this  ? 
He  states,  however,  that  they  were  all  very  well  behaved.     They  allowed  the  men  not  even 
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a  kiss  or  a  squeeze  of  the  liand,  \.i(l  knew  as  well  how  to  maintain  their  difi^nity  and  ket*,) 
people  at  a  proper  distance  as  any  other  yo>in<»'  ladies.  Tlioy  are  all  jjood  Christians  and 
elnn-eh-goinf,^  people,  l)elon,i,''ing,  as  do  all  the  Kscpiimaux  of  Greenland,  to  some  form  of 
the  Lutheran  faith,  to  which  they  have  been  converted  by  the  mild  and  benelicent  inHueuce 
of  the  kindly  Danes. 


EXTKANCE   TO    THE    MUSIC    HALL,    DISCO. 

The  hall-room  in  which  their  first  entertainment  was  given  was  rather  small  for  forty 
or  fifty  people  to  dance  in,  being  only  twelve  feet  by  fifteen.  It  was  also,  perhaps,  a  little 
dark,  being  lighted  by  only  one  small  window,  for  as  it  was  broad  daylight  at  ten  o'clock 
in  the  evening  at  that  period  it  was  not  thought  worth  while  to  bring  in  candles.  The 
ceiling  was  barely  six  feet  higli,  and  in  fact  the  festive  hall  was  no  other  than  the  workshop 
of  Disco's  lonely  carpenter,  which  had  been  cleaned  out  for  t'^e  occasion.  Over  its  "  dore  " 
the  inscription  shown  in  the  above  illustration  was  found,  intimating  that  it  would  "opn" 
at  8  o'clock. 
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At  Upernavik,  llio  last  Haiiisli  stalinii  at  uliidi  tlic  I'ltitihra  stopped,  ami  tliat  only 
lonjj  t'ii()iii>'li  to  obtain  soiiio  iloj^s,  they  learned  that  tlie  Knylish  exjieilition  hatl  sailed  tiiehee 
on  tho  ;i;ind  of  .Inly.  In  north  latitnde  71"  they  had  a  j>-linipsu  ol"  tiie  ;j;Tandest  of 
(jlreeidand's  o'hiciers,  whieli  is  deserilied  as  a  yreat  inelined  plane,  .<uventy  or  ei^^'hty  miles 
long,  exteudin}^  hack  to  the  interior  in  one  vast  iey  slojie.  Immense  us  was  this  Held  ol' 
ice,  they  knew  that  it  was  nothing  but  a  small  corner  of  the  «,a'eat,  lone,  silent,  dreary 
world    beyond.       Now   they    entered    the   dreaded    Melville    IJay,    which    is    in    some   yeursi 
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never  free  from  ice.  It  is  often  only  towards  the  end  oE  Angust  that  ships  can  get  through 
it.  Here,  in  the  middle  of  that  month,  the  little  steam  yacht  Fox,  of  MeCIintock's  memorable 
expedition,  was  caught  in  the  ice,  carried  down  Baffin's  Bay  and  Davis  Straits,  only  to  be 
freed  'l\l  days  afterwards  by  a  miracle.  The  fact  of  a  bear  swimming  in  the  sea  l^etokened 
that  ice  was  not  far  off,  and  so  it  proved.  It  was  not,  however,  at  first  very  formidable, 
consisting  only  of  thin,  loose  floes,  that  offered  little  resistance  to  the  sharp  prow  of  tiic 
Pandora.  On  the  evening  of  the  19th  of  August  they  were  at  the  Carey  Islands,  where  a 
bootless  search  was  made  for  a  cairn  of  stones  believed  to  have  been  erected  by  Captain  Xares. 
They  found,  however,  two  cairns  erected  by  a  whaler  in  18G7,  in  one  of  which  he  had 
left  half  a  bottle  of  rum,  which,  having  undergone  eight  successive  freezings,  had  become 
as  mild  as  fine  old  Rhine  wine.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  whaling  captain's  health 
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was  tlniiik  tlierowilli  and  forthwith.  Two  barrels  of  luttors  for  tlio  Alfrt  and  Jjhouvvfif 
wore  left  llu-ro. 

At  Hoccht'v  Ishiiid,  visited  at  dilVerent  periods  hy  (Sir  John)  Uoss,  IJeleher,  and  Franklin, 
tlioy  found  the  yaclit  .I/"/;'/,  left  l)y  the  fl)rnier  in  IS5I,  in  jjood  condition.  Nortluindjor- 
I;in(l  House,  erected  hy  Sir  I'Mward  lleleher  in  1S.")1.  as  ii  depot  for  stores,  had  evidently 
lieen  l>niken  into.  The  yround  outside  was  strewn  with  tins  of  preserved  meats  and 
vei^etahles,  forty-pound  tins  of  iiennniean,  ^reat  rolls  of  heavy  Idue  eloth,  hundreds  of 
pairs  of  soeks  and  n)ittens,  bales  of  Ijlankots  and  elothinj^,  all  seattertil  over  the  ground 
iu  the  most  admired  disorder.  The  ruin  and  destruction  was  so  jjreat  that  the  place 
rescndded  the  scene  of  a  di-astrous  railway  accident.  Who  were  the  marauders,  these 
buri,^lars  that  left  their  booty  behind  them  ;  these  housebreakers  that  not  merely  broke 
into  a  house,  but  spoiled  nearly  cverythinjj^  in  it  out  of  sheer  wantonness?  Evidently  the 
I'ular  bears.  The  marks  of  their  claws  were  everywhere  and  on  overythinj^.  They  had 
even  ynawed  into  two  or  three  liarrels  of  salt  beef,  which  they  had  (juite  emptied,  and  it 
was  their  claws  that  had  punched  holes  in  the  heavy  penimican  tins.  Polar  bears  seem 
to  be  possessed  of  the  very  j^enius  of  destruction.  Near  the  house  is  the  monument  of 
Lieutenant  I'ellot,  the  brave  younj;  French  otllcer  who  lost  his  life  when  on  the  search  for 
Franklin.  Here  also  is  a  marble  slab,  the  tombstone  of  brave  Sir  John  himself.  iJoth 
monuments  were  sent  out  in  the  Fikv,  at  the  expense  of  Lady  Franklin.  Three  miles 
farther  u])  the  bay  the  j^raves  of  five  seamen,  of  the  crews  of  the  KfchuH,  'IVrrur,  and 
Xoff/i  Sl(ir,  were  also  found.  "  This  Arctic  fjravcyard  is  situated  on  a  {j^ravelly  slope, 
which  rises  up  from  the  little  bay  towards  the  foot  of  a  hiyh  bluff,  that  frowns  down 
upon  it  as  thou<>'h  resenting  the  intrusion  of  human  dead  in  this  lonely  world.  Sad 
L'nnu<^h  looked  the  poor  head-boards  as  the  low-sinking  sun  threw  its  yellow  rays 
athwart  them,  easting  long  shadows  over  the  shingly  slope;  silent,  sad,  and  mournful 
as  everything  else  iu  this  dreary  Arctic  world." 

On  the  evening  of  August  27th  they  arrived  at  the  entrance  of  Peel  Strait,  where 
a  heavy  pack  of  ico  was  encountered,  so  dense  that  it  was  hopeless  to  attempt  a  passage. 
A  little  later  and  it  became  evident  that  they  were  hourly  iu  danger  of  being  beset,  and, 
once  beset,  imprisoned  for  the  winter,  and  perhaps  for  more  than  one,  without  a  harbour, 
with  no  opportunity  of  accomplishing  anything.  Neither  were  they  provisioned  for  u 
length  of  time  sufHcient  to  run  the  risk  of  stopping  in  that  neighbourhood. 

On  the  shores  of  North  Somerset  they  made  an  interesting  discovery.  The  Pandora 
liad  attained  the  furthest  point  reached  by  Ross  and  McClintock  when  coming  down  the 
eoast  on  foot  from  the  north  in  1819,  at  which  time  they  had  built  a  cairn,  and  left  a 
record  addressed  to  Sir  John  Franklin,  stating  that  they  had  beju  despatched  for  his 
succour.  Poor  Franklin  never  found  it,  but  it  was  reserved  for  Captain  Young  to  receive 
it  twenty-eight  years  later.  Ross  had  at  that  time  been  within  two  hundred  miles  of  the 
spot  where  the  wrecks  of  Franklin's  vessels  had  been  abandoned. 

The  Fiiiidord  at  length  succeeded  in  reaching  La  Roquette  Island,  and  the  expedition 
had,  therefore,  in  a  very  brief  space  of  time,  attained  a  position  only  1-20  miles  from 
Franklin's  farthest  point.  Success  had  crowned  their  efforts  so  far.  All  on  board  were 
sanguine   that   they  would  ere   long  be   basking  in  the  warmth  of  a  Califoruiau    autumn, 
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nnd  onjoyiiij.:  (ho  jfood  tliiii;,rs  of  Sun  Fmncisco.  It  was  fated  otliorwiHC.  Tiicy  fuiiud 
ail  iiiihnikon  icc-licld  \h'\\hv  tlit'in,  fxtfiidiiii,''  I'nr,  so  lar  an  tlu'v  cnuld  .iiidj^c,  an  iiidtrmiti- 
distaiicf.  They  cniiscd  ai)()iit  tlic  iNlaiid  for  tlnro  days,  luit  matters  only  yre-w  wuisc,  autl, 
iudi't'd,  tlic  ifc  was  niovinj,'  slowly  towards  tlu-ni.  Ucliictaiitly  (,'ai)(aiii  Vnini;;  diridcd  to 
j>:iv(3  lip  liis  attetupt  at  a  iiortli-wost  passaift',  and  n'turn  to  Miii^laiid.  On  the  way  out  of 
I'eol  Strait,  with  sipialls,  snow,  and  darkness,  tliey  had  a  most  dillicnit  ta>k  in  handling; 
tho  vosst'l,  liavinj;  to  run  ra.'es  with  th  ■  driviiij;  i(e-paeks  so  as  to  avoiil  heino-  shut  in. 
The  iee-paek  at  Cape  Reniiel  jirevonti'il  u  piissa<,'e  round  it.  SuiMeiily,  a  snowstorm  whieh  had 
heeii  heating  down  upon  them  for  the  whole  ni;;ht,  ahafed,  and  disclosed  hi<,'h  precipitous  dilVs 
liauj4'inj^  almost  over  them  as  it  seemed,  and  "presenting;,"  says  Captain  Voimj;'  in  his 
"Journal,"  "a  most  {ghostly  appearauee,  the  horizontal  strata  soeminy;  like  the  hujj^e  hars 
of  some  ^iyiintiu  iron  eaj^v,  and  standini^  out  from  the  snow  face.  In  fact,  it  was  the 
skeleton  of  u  cliff,  and  we  appeared  to  be  in  its  very  f,fras[).  For  a  few  minutes  (Jiily 
we  saw  this  apparition,  and  then  all  was  n<fain  darkness."  They  barely  had  room  to 
pass  between  this  cliff  and  the  ice-i>ack,  and  then  hastily  ranged  about,  seekino'  «  )me, 
escape.  After  three  hours  of  intense  anxiety,  a  slight  movement  in  the  ])ack  was  reported 
from  aloft,  indieatiny  a  wejk  place  in  it,  and  through  this  gap  the  vessel  at  length  loiceil 
her  way.  On  Seiitembor  H'th  they  passed  through  a  terril)le  gale;  the  heavy  seas  froze 
as  they  fell  on  the  vessel's  sides,  and  the  I'liiuliira  became  "one  huge  icicle."  On  reach- 
ing the  Carey  Islands  they  found,  at  a  different  spot  to  that  jireviously  visited,  a  caini, 
erected  by  Captain  Nares,  from  which  they  obtained  a  tin  tube  addressed  to  the  Admiralty. 
The  l'(tit(hir,i  rciiehed  Portsmouth  safely  on  October  Idtli,  Is?."),  her  cruise  having  been, 
all  in  all,  one  of  tho  most  successful  of  any  made  in  the  Arctic  seas  in  a  periotl  of  time 
BO  short. 
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CHAPTER  XT. 

The  "Am'Kt"  .\xd  "  DiscnvruY.'^ 

Nares'  Expedition— Wondorful  Piissapcc  tlirouKh  Hanin's  Huy-Wiiitor  Qimrtors  of  tlip  I)hrovcr;,—Cw\nU\\  Oiimohai,' 
Continued  Voya^o  of  tlic  .1 /(■)•/ -UiKlicst  Ivntil\ido  ever  nttiiined  hy  ii  .sliip  "  Tlit^  Sen  of  .\iui('Mt  Ice"— Winter 
Quarters,  Employments,  and  Amusements— Tlie  Itoyal  Arelie  Theatre— (!uy  Fawkes'  Day  on  tlie  lee  -  Christmas 
Festivities— I'nparalleled  Cold— Sprins  Sled^finc;  -Attempt  to  reaeli  the  DIkcovcvh  Illness  ami  Heath  of  I'elersen  The 
llavat,'is  of  Scurvy— Trihutc  to  Captain  Hall's  Meinory-Markliain  and  Parr's  Northern  ,lonrney— Highest  I.aliliide 
ever  reached- SufVeriiiKs  of  the  Men-Hravc  Deeds— Tlie  ViiyaKe  Home. 

The  first  official  communication  received  from  Captain  Nares,  and  written  from  Disco,  stated 
that  on  tho  voyage  out,  owing  to  the  heavy  lading  of  the  Arctic  .ships,  they  were  extremely 
Avet  and  uneasy,  an  1  that  the  hatchways  had  to  be  frequently  battened  down  during  the 
prevalence  of  the  many  heavy  gales  encountered.  The  Alfi't  and  JJlscovrri/  each  lost  a 
whale-boat.  A  quantity  of  loose  pack-ice  had  been  met  after  passing  CajJO  Farewell.  Mr. 
Krarup  Smith,  the  Inspector  of  North  Greenland,  and  the  other  Danish  officials,  had  been 
most  courteous  and  obliging,  and  had  engaged  to  supply  from  different  stations  all  the 
Esquimaux  dogs  they  might  require. 
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Pinsiiit*'  dvcr  some    intrrmcilintc  (IctiiiN  nut   yciicnill^'  iiitt»n's<iii(»,  wv  lliiil  tliiit  ('ii|itiiiii 

N'lircs  (li'iidcd   to   fill Iiin   wiiy  lliiuuyli   llic  "  iiiitlillo  ice"  of    Hiilliii's    Miiy,  iiiHtciid  <<(  pro- 

ciMMlini;  liv  till'  onliimrv  rmiti'  rdiiiid  Milsillf  Hiiy.  On  July  :!ltli  tlit'V  run  inln  tlir  park, 
iiml  liiid  (lie  satisfiictinn,  lliirf y-fniir  lunirs  aflcrwiirdH,  of  liavinj;  cnniiili'tt'd  tlic  paHMaj;t>  of 
I  he  middle  ice,  an  nnparallcli-d  Teat.  "  It  will  ne'er  he  creilited  in  I'eterliead,"  naid  tlie 
astonislied  iee-ipiartermasti  rs.  At  Cape  Vorl;,  irehori,''^,  many  ol'  them  j^frnunth-d,  were  noted 
tliiekly  crowded   to^felher.      At    tlie  south-east    pniut  of  Carey  Island  a   reserve  de|iot   of  pro. 


visions,  \-e.,  was  formed,  and  the  record  we  have  a 


I  read 


V  mentioned  as  havini,''  hccii  recovered 


hy  (':ipt;iin  Vouni^  was  dcpositi'd  in  :i  cairn.  I.alcr,  aiiothci'  note  was  left  at  l,iltletoii  Island. 
The  lirst  ico,  in  larye  (piantities,  was  siolilnl  oil'  Cape  Saliine  on  the  ;l(ltii  of  tluly.  'i"he 
pack  in  the  oHlno-  consistc(l  of  Ijocs  from   liv(>  lo  si\   feet   thick,  wiih  occasionally  older  and 


leavicr 


ten   to   twelve  feet    in    thi 


I'kne-s 


hut 


alwass   much  deeaved 


mil 


lioncN  com 


hi'd. 


The  ships  were  detaiiieil  at  Payer  llai'hour  I'or  three  days,  watehino'  for  an  openino-  in 
llie  ice,  L^etliii^'  under  wei^h  w  lii'Uevei'  llu're  apjicared  the  slightest  eliane(>  of  pri>eeediny 
onwards,  hut  on  eaeii  occasion  heino-  forced  to  return.  On  the  llh  oi'  Auo'iist  llioy  wore 
euahled  to  jirocecd  twenty  miles  up  Hayes  Sound.  A  little  later,  and  hoth  ships  were  for 
the  time  liojielossly  entanoled,  and  the  rudders  and  screws  had  to  lie  unshipped.  At  this 
period  they  harely  escaped  a  serious  collision  with  a  lar^n-  iceher^.  The  repetition  of  many 
similar  dano'ers,  throui;'h  which,  however,  the  ships  passed  safely,  would  ho  wearisome  to 
the  reader.  On  August  ;illh,  live  miles  olT  C.ipe  Licher,  the  ]iack  ohh'o'cd  the  vessels  to 
enter  Laily  Franklin's  Sound,  on  the  northern  shore  of  which  an  indentation  ef  the  land 
i;ave  promise  of  jirotcclioii.  On  a  nearer  approach  thoy  discovered  a  well-protected  harhour 
inside  an  island  immediately  west  of  Cape  JJellot,  ayainst  which  the  pack-ice  of  the  channel 
rested.  The  next  morniny  they  were  rejoiced  to  see  a  herd  of  nine  niusk-oxeu  feeding*  close 
hy,  all  <il'  which  were  killed.  'J'he  vegetation  was  considerably  richer  than  at  any  part  of 
the  coast  visited  north  of  J'ort  Foulke,  which  Cajitain  Nares  considers  "the  MIysium  of  the 
Arctic  reoioiis."  The  harhour  was  found  to  be  perfectly  suitable  for  winter  quarters,  and  it 
was  therefore  decided  to  leave  the  /J/^rarrr//  there,  while  the  .l/fii  should  push  on  alone. 
The  l)i-\i'<irrri/  was  embedded  in  the  ice  for  ten  and  a  li.'ilf  months.  Captain  Stephenson,  ol: 
that  vessel,  stated,  in  a  jiaper  read  before  the  Koyal  (leoo'raphical  Society,  that  their  Urst 
care  was  to  place  on  shore  six  months'  provisions  and  fuel,  to  <i;uard  ao'ainst  any  possible 
accident  to  the  ship.  They  were  particularly  fortunate  in  killiui^  nmsk-oxen  and  smaller 
i^ame.  Before  the  darkness  set  in  they  had  shot  thirty-two  of  the  former,  and  had  at  one 
time  as  much  as  .'J,').').']  lbs.  of  frozen  meat  hanging  up.  The  captain  could  not  say  much 
for  its  flavour:  "it  was  so  very  musk."  Snow  was  piled  up  outside  the  ship  iifteen  to 
twenty  feet  thick.  This  and  the  layer  on  deck — mingled  with  ashes,  which  formed  a  kind 
of  macadamised  walk — kept  the  warmth  in  the  vessel,  and  tlu*  temperature  of  the  h)wer 
deck  ranged  from  fS°  to  .5(!°,  On  October  10th  they  lost  sight  of  the  sun,  and  did  not 
see  it  again  for  1'5.")  days. 

The  Ali'ii  on  her  northward  passage  had  many  a  severe  tussle  with  the  ice,  but  passed 
through  all  dangers  successfully.  On  August  -'ilst  Captain  Nares  had  the  great  satisfaction 
of  having  carried  his  vessel  into  latitude  S;i°  "2 1'  N.,  a  higher  point  than  ever  attained 
before.      The    ensign     was    hoisted    at    the    peak,   and    there    was   universal   rejoicing   on 
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liiiiinl   11*.  tliiH    I'i'ily  iichii'VonuMit.      It    \va»  ilni.l.tli-Hrt   p'^'iirtlt'il  us  a  liappy  omen  of   future 

SUC'COHSt'H. 

At  the  iiuitlicrn  iMifraiirt'  of  U,.I..'^mm  ('liaiiin'l  tli.-  Invadtli  ut"  naviiralili'  wafer  Itccamt' 
iniicli  oiiiitracloil,  until  olY  ('ai'c  Slicriilaii  the  itv  was  iil)si'rvwl  to  lio  toucliiii;^  tlio  sliori'. 
In  U"l>p>»oii  ("liiiiiiii'l,  i>x('C|it  wlit'iv  till'  flilTs  rnm'  iirt'cipitmiHly  from  tlie  hi'U,  ami  nlTnnlfd 
no  IciIl;.'  or  >t''ii  nil  wliifli  tlic  let'  loiilil  lni|.^v,  (lie  xlmre-Iiiii'  wai  iinlcd  tn  he  rroiitcil,  at 
a    tow    paces   ilutauro,    \>y   ii    nearly   I'ontiniioiiH   ra^fi^cil-toppi'il    "  ieo-wall,"  rinin  lii'ti'oii    to 
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tliirty-five  feet  lii^'li.  Tt  was  broken  only  off  the  lai'fycr  ravines.  After  procecdinnf  some 
distanco  north  it  hooamo  evident  that  their  sailinsy  season  was  rapidly  cominrj  to  an  end. 
Ca',;tain  Nares,  after  a  thorough  investifjntion,  found  tliat  he  had  to  winter  in  a  somewhat 
exposed  plaee,  no  harbour  hein<if  available.  Ho  had  rounded  the  north-east  point  of  Grant 
Land,  but  instead  of  tindiuf;  a  continuous  coast-line,  leadinjif  far  towards  the  north,  as 
expected,  found  himself  on  the  border  of  an  apparently  extensive  sea,  with  impenetral)le  ice 
on  evorv  side.  The  ice  was  of  most  unusual  age  and  thickness,  rosemblinfj  in  a  marked 
de<2free,  both  in  appearance  and  formation,  low  floatinfif  icebergs  rather  than  ordinary  salt- 
water ice.  It  has  now  been  termed  the  "Sea  of  Ancient  Tee."  Whereas  ordinary  ice  is 
usually  from  two  feet  to  ten  feet  in  thickness,  that  in  the  Polar  Sea,  in  conserpiencc  of 
having  so  few  outlets  by  which  to   escape  to  the   southward  in  any  appreciable  quantity. 
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gradually    increases    in  ag-e   and  thickness   until    it  measures  from  80  to  r20  feet,  floating 
with  its  surface  at  the  lowest  part  fifteen  feet  above  the  water-line. 

Strange  as  it  may  apjiear,  the  extraordinary  thickness  of  the  ice  saved  the  ship  from 
being-  driven  on  shore,  for,  owing  to  its  great  depth  of  flotation,  on  nearing  the  shallow 
beach  it  groundel,  and  formed  a  barrier,  inside  which  the  ship  was  comparatively  safe. 
When  two  i)ieces  of  ordinary  ice  are  driven  one  against  the  other  and  the  edges  broken 
uj),  the  crushed  pieces  are  raised  by  the  pressure  into  a  high,  long,  wall-like  hedge  of 
ice.  When  two  of  the  ancient  tloes  of  the  Polar  Sea  meet,  the  intermediate,  lighter, 
broken-up  ice  which  may  happen  to  be  floating  about  between  them  alone  suft'ers  ;  it  is 
pressed  up  between  the  two  closing  masses  t;)  a  grv?at  height,  producing  a  chaotic  wilder- 
ness of  angular  blocks  of  all  shapes  anl  sizes,  varying  in  height  up  to  flfty  feet  above 
water,  and  frecjuently  covering  an  area  of  upwards  of  a  mile  in  diameter.  Captain  Xnrcs 
mentions  pieces  being  raised  by  outward  pressure  and  crashing  together  which  must  have 
weighed  8U,0tlU  tons  !  A  ship  between  such  opposing  masses  would  be  annihilated  in  an 
instant. 

As  soon  as  the  shore  ice  was  sufficiently  strong  Commander  A.  H.  Markham,  with 
Lieutenants  A.  A.  C.  Parr  and  W.  JI.  ^lay  under  his  orders,  started  on  the  25th 
September  with  three  sledges  to  establish  a  depot  of  provisions  as  far  in  advance  to  the 
north-westward  as  possible.  Lieutenant  P.  Aldrich  left  four  days  previously,  with  two 
lightly-ecpiipped  dog-sledges,  to  pioneer  the  road  round  Cape  Joseph  Henry  for  the  larger 
party.  He  returned  on  board  on  the  5th  of  October,  after  an  absence  of  thirteen  days, 
having,  accompanied  by  Adam  Ayles,  on  the  27th  September,  from  the  summit  of  a 
mountain  2,000  feet  high  situated  in  latitude  S'l°  IS'  North — somewhat  further  north 
than  the  most  northern  latitude  attained  by  their  gallant  predecessor,  Sir  Edward  Parry, 
in  his  celebrated  boat  and  sledge  journey  towards  the  North  Pole — discovered  land  extend- 
ing to  the  north- west wa.vl  for  a  distance  of  sixty  miles  to  latitude  S'i"^  T,  with  lofty 
mountaii  s  in  the  interior  to  the  southward. 

On  the  11th  October,  two  days  after  the  sun  had  left  them  for  its  long  winter's 
absence.  Commander  Markham's  party  returned,  after  a  journey  of  nineteen  days,  having 
with  very  severe  labour  succeeded  in  placing  a  depot  of  provisions  in  latitude  S^"^  4J' 
north,  and  of  tracing  the  coast-line  nearly  two  miles  further  north,  thus  reaching  the 
exact  latitude  attained  by  Sir    lulward  Parry. 

Eeing  anxious  to  inform  Captain  Stephenson  of  his  position,  and  the  good  prospects 
before  his  travelling  parties  in  the  following  spring  in  exploring  the  north-west  coast  of 
Greenland,  Captain  Nares  despatched  Lieutenant  Kawson  to  again  attempt  to  open  com- 
munication between  the  two  vessels,  although  he  had  grave  doubts  of  his  succeeding. 
Rawson  was  absent  from  the  2nd  to  the  12th  of  October,  returning  unsuccessful  on  the 
latter  I'ay,  having  found  his  road  again  stopped  by  unsafe  ice  within  a  distance  of  nine 
miles  of  the  ship.  The  broken  masses  of  pressed  up  ice  resting  against  the  cliffs,  in 
many  places  more  than  thirty  feet  high,  and  the  accumulated  deep  snow-drifts  in  the 
valleys,  caused  very  laborious  and  slow  travelling. 

During   these   autumn   sledging  journeys,  with   the  temperature  ranging  between   IS'' 
above  to   22'   below  zero,  the    heavy  labour,  hardships,  and   discomforts    inseparable  from 
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Arctic  travelling',  caused  by  the  wot  sdI'I  snow,  weak  ice,  and  water  spaces,  which  oblif^cd 
the  sledg'os  to  he  drag<jed  over  the  hills,  combined  with  cunstant  strong  winds  and  misty 
weather,  were,  if  anything-,  much  great^'r  than  those  usually  experienced.  Out  of  the 
nortliern  party  of  twenty-one  men  and  three  oillcers,  no  less  than  seven  men  and  one 
olhcer  returned  to  the  ship  badly  frost-bitten,  three  of  these  so  severely  as  to  render 
amputation  necci-sary,  the  patients  being  conilned  to  their  beds  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  winter. 

During  the  winter  Cai)tain  Nares,  assisted  by  his  ollieers,  did  his  very  best  to  keep  the 
crew  not  merely'  employed,  but  amused.  A  school  was  organised ;  and  Captain  Markham 
statijs,  to  the  credit  of  the  lloyal  Navy,  that  out  of  fifty-iive  men  on  the  Alert  there  were 
only  two  who  could  not  read  when  they  came  on  board.  On  both  vessels  there  were  small 
printing  presses,  wliieh  were  uswl  specially  for  printing  the  programmes  of  their  entertain- 
ments, and  occasionally  even  for  striking  off  bills  of  fare.  J'lach  Thursday*  was  devoted 
to  lectures,  concerts,  readings,  and  occasional  theatrical  performances.  On  the  opening 
night — if  any  such  distinction  could  be  made  when  all  was  night — the  programme 
commence!  as  follows  : — "  The  lloyal  Arctic  Theatre  will  be  re-oi)ened  on  Thursday  next, 
the  IStli  inst.  (ISth  November),  by  the  powerful  Dramatic  Company  of  the  Hyperboreans, 
under  the  distinguished  patronage  of  Captain  Narc.-',  the  ^Eembers  of  the  Arctic  Exploring 
Expedition,    and   all   the  Nobility  and   (xentry   of    the   neighbourhood." 

Meantime,  on  the  Discovrri/  something  very  similar  was  occurring.  As  soon  as  t';o  ice 
would  bear  it,  they  commenced  electing  houses,  including  a  magnilicent  observatory,  an 
ice  theatre,  and  a  smithy.  The  theatre  was  opened  on  December  1st.  It  was  the  plan 
for  plays  to  l>e  produced  by  oflicers  and  men  alternately.  The  entertainments  were  varied 
by  songs  and  recitations,  not  a  few  of  these  being  original.  On  November  5th  they 
had  a  bonfire  on  the  ice,  and  burned  the  "  Ouy,"  according  to  the  usual  custom,  with 
rockets  and  blue  lights. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Hods(m,  chaplain  of  the  vessel,  says; — "As  soon  as  the  ice  was 
sufficiently  firm,  a  walk  of  a  mile  in  length  was  constructed  by  shovelling  away  the  snow. 
This  place  was  generally  used  as  an  exercise  ground  during  the  winter.  AVe  also  con- 
structed a  skating-rink  there.  A  free  hole  in  the  ice  was  always  kept  near  the  ship.  Erom 
time  to  time  this  gradually  closed  nji,  and  it  then  had  to  be  sawn  with  ice  saws  or 
else  l.)lasted  with  gunpowder.  The  dogs  lived  on  the  open  tloe  all  the  winter.  The  changes 
in  the  temperature  are  very  rapid,  and  I  have  known  the  variation  to  be  as  great  as  00'^ 
in  a  few  hours.  The  coldest  weather  v.'c  had  was  in  !March,  when  one  nigh';  the  glass 
showed  10},°  below  zero. 

"  And  now  a  few  words  as  to  the  manner  in  which  we  kept  Christmas.  First  of 
all,  in  the  morning  we  had  Christmas  Waits  in  the  usual  manner.  A  sergeant  of  marines, 
the  chief  boatswain's  mate,  and  three  others,  went  round  the  ship  singing  Christmas 
carols  suited  to  the  occasion,  and  made  a  s})ecial  stay  outside  the  captain's  cabin.  On 
the  lower  deck  in  the  forenoon  there  were  prayers,  and  after  that  captain  and  officers 
visited   the   mess   in    the   lower   dei'k,  tasted  the  pudding,   inspected   the  decorations  winch 

*  Tho  ontertiiinmonts  wire,  wc  arc  infoimeLl  by  Captiiin  JIarkhain,  termed  the  Thursday  "rops,''  aud  poi)ular 
they  iuoi?t  undoubtedly  were. 
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liad  been  made,  and  so  on.  Then  the  boxes  of  presents  g'iven  by  friends  in  Enj^bind 
v/ere  l)r(nii;'ht  out.  tlie  name  of  liim  for  whom  it  was  intended  havinfj;'  lieen  already  iixed 
to  each  box,  and  the  presents  were  then  distributed  by  the  captain.  Ringin<^  cheers,  whidi 
sounded  strange  enoug'h  in  that  lone  place,  were  given  for  the  donors,  some  of  them 
very  dear  indeed  to  the  men  who  were  so  far  away  from  their  homes.  Cheers  were 
also  given  lor  the  ca])tain  and  for  absent  comrades  in  the  Alert.  A  choir  was  then  formed, 
and  'The  lloast  Beef  of  Old  England^  had  its  virtues  praised  again.  The  men  had 
their  dinner  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  the  ollicers  dined  together  at  live.  We  had  brought 
iisii,  beef,  and  mutton,  all  of  which  we  hung  up  on  one  of  the  masts,  and  it  was  soon 
as  hard  as  a  brick,  and  i)erfectly  preserved.  We  had  also  brought  some  sheep  from 
England  with  us,  and  they  were  killed  from  time  to  time.  When  we  arrived  in  Discovery 
Bay,  as  we  called  it,  six  of  them  were  alive,  but  on  being  landed  they  were  worried  by 
the  dogs,  and  had  to  be  slaughtered.  During  the  winter  the  men  had  to  fetch  ice  from 
a  berg  about  half  a  mile  distant  from  the  ship  In  order  to  melt  it  for  fresh  water.  This 
used  to  bi;  Ijronght  in  sledges. 

"The  sun  returned  on  the  last  day  in  February,  From  November  till  Feljruary, 
with  the  exception  of  the  starlight  and  occasional  moonlight,  we  had  been  in  darkness, 
not  by  any  means  dense,  but  sutliciently  murky  to  excuse  one  for  passing  by  a  friend 
A'ithout  knowing  him." 

Captain  Nares  states  that  one  day  early  in  ^larch,  during  a  long  continuance  of  cold 
weather,  the  thermometer  on  the  Alert,  registered  a  mean  or  average  of  minus*  1-h'^'  T,  or 
upwards  of  lUo^  below  the  freezing  point  of  water.  On  the  JJ/scon-r//  for  seven  con- 
secutive days  the  thermometer  registered  a  mean  temperature  of  minus  58"  17'.  On 
the  Alert  for  thirteen  days  a  mean  temperature  of  minus  58*^  9'  was  experienced,  and 
for  live  days  and  nine  hours  a  mean  temperature  of  minus  (5(3°  2'J'.  During  February 
the  mercury  remained  frozen  for  fifteen  consecutive  days,  which  it  could  not  have  done  had 
not  the  temperature  remained  at  least  31}°  below  zero.  Subsequently  the  mercury  was 
frozen  solid  for  an  almost  identical  period.  One  curious  effect  of  the  cold  was  that  their 
breech-lMading  guns  sometimes  proved  useless,  for  the  barrels  contracted  so  much  that 
the  cartridges  could  not  be  inserted.  Nevertheless  the  huntsmen  were  often  out,  and 
were  fairly  successful.  The  Alert's  game-bag  for  winter  and  early  spring  included  six 
musk-oxen,  twenty  hares,  seventy  geese,  twenty-six  ducks,  ten  ptarmigan,  and  three 
foxes.  That  of  the  Discover)/,  in  a  lower  latitude,  was  much  larger  as  regards  the 
oxen  and  hares.      The  crew  of  the  latter  also  killed  seven  seals. 

And  now  the  spring  sledging  season  approached,  and  Captain  Nares,  anxious  to  com- 
municate with  the  Discover^/,  seized  the  first  favourable  opportunity  (March  12th,  187(i)  to 
despatch  Sub-Lieutenant  Egerton  in  charge  of  a  sledge.  He  was  only  accompanied  by 
Lieutenant  Rawson  and  Christian  Petersen,  their  interpreter.  Four  days  afterwards  the  little 
party  returned   to   the   ship,    in    consequence  of   the   severe   illness    of   poor   Petersen,    who 

*  Ffiw  reader;  I  will  need  to  be  reminded  that  on  the  Fahrenheit  tlierniometer  commonly  used  in  England  zero  ia 
expressed  ly  0,  and  that  the  freeziiiij;  point  of  water  is  plus  (  +  )  32^,  or  32''  aliove  zero.  The  above  temperatures  are 
all  minus  (-),  or  below  zero.  'Without  remembering  these  facts,  one  can  hardly  appreciate  the  intense  and  almost 
unparalleled  cold  experienced  by  this  expedition. 
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had  suecunibed  to  a  tcrrildo  attack  of  frost-bite  and  cramp  in  the  stomach.  His  feet 
were  almost  destrojcd  and  utterly  useless ;  his  hands  were  paralysed,  and  his  face  raw. 
Nothin<j  could  keep  him  warm,  though  the  ofHcers,  to  their  credit,  deprived  themselves 
of  uea'-ly  all  their  thick  clothing  for  his  benefit.  After  very  great  persistence  they  could, 
indeed,  to  a  certain  limited  extent,  restore  the  circulation  to  his  extremities,  but  it  became 
obvious  that  with  the  existing  temperatures  it  would  be  folly  to  proceed  with  such  a  drag 
and  encumbrance  on  their  enterprise.  The  temperature  inside  the  tent  at  night  was  in- 
tensely cold,  and  they  had  to  burrow  out  a  snow  hut  for  the  use  of  the  sufferer.  Even 
inside  tliis  all  the  means  at  their  command  did  not  suffice  to  raise  the  temperature  much 
above  zero,  it  being  ^1*^  below  zero  at  the  time  in  the  open  air.  The  hut  was  simply 
a  hole  about  six  feet  by  four,  and  six  feet  deep,  covered  over  with  the  tent-sledge,  &c.,  and 
it  had  occupied  them  six  hours  even  to  accomplish  this  much  for  tl.  jir  patient's  comfort. 
Lieutenant  Egerton  says,  in  his  report  to  Captain  Nares,  that  Petersen,  when  asked  if  he 
was  warm  in  his  feet  and  hands,  constantly  responded  in  the  affirmative,  but  that  when 
examined  \>y  tliem  they  were  found  to  be  gelid  and  hard.  The  fact  was  that  all  feeling  had 
departed ;  and  it  occupied  Egerton  and  Rawson  two  hours  on  one  occasion  to  restore  circu- 
lation to  his  feet,  wliich  they  eventually  succeeded  in  doing  by  rubbing  them  with  their 
hands  and  flannels.  Leaving  a  part  of  their  provisions  and  outfit,  they,  at  eight  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  ^larcli  15th,  were  under  way  on  their  return  to  the  vessel.  With  some 
assistance,  Petersen,  after  taking  a  dose  of  thirty  drops  of  sal-volatile  and  a  little  rum — 
the  only  thing,  indeed,  which  he  could  keep  on  his  stomach — got  over  the  first  portion 
of  the  journey,  which  was  the  worst ;  and  as  soon  as  the  travelling  became  easier  he  was 
lashed  on  the  sledge  and  covered  with  robes.  Ilis  circulation  was  so  feeble  that  bis  face 
and  hands  were  constantly  frost-bitten  and  his  limbs  cramped,  entailing  frequent  stoppages, 
while  the  two  officers  did  their  best  to  restore  the  affected  parts.  This  happened  over  and 
over  again ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  both  Egerton  and  Rawson  behaved  in  the 
most  humane  and  heroic  manner,  suffering  as  they  were  in  some  degree  from  frost-bite 
themselves,  and  having  the  constant  care  of  the  sledge  and  nine  unruly  dogs,  while  the 
preparations  for  camping  and  cooking,  into  the  bargain,  fell  to  their  lot.  On  arrival  at  the 
ship  every  care  was  taken  to  relieve  Petersen,  but  eventually  his  feet  had  to  be  amputated, 
while  not  all  the  professional  skill  and  unremitting  care  of  Dr.  Colan  could  save  his  life. 
He  expired  from  utter  exhaustion  three  months  afterwards.  The  two  Ijrave  officers  just 
mentioned,  accompanied  by  two  seamen,  subsequently  made  a  successful  trip  to  and  from 
the  JJl-woreiy,  and  afterwards  there  was  frequent  communication,  as  well  as  co-operation, 
on  the  part  of  both  crews,   in   regard  to  some  of  the   sledging  parties. 

It  would  be  undesirable  to  attempt  the  description  in  detail  of  the  whole  of  the 
many  sledge  expeditions  which  were  sent  out  in  various  directions  from  both  vessels.  Among 
the  more  important  may  be  named  that  under  Lieutenant  Beaumont,  of  the  Bhcovery, 
who,  crossing  the  diflicult,  broken,  and  sometimes  moving  ice  of  Robeson  Channel,  explored 
the  Greeidand  shores  to  lat.  !S2'-'  18'  N.  Scurvy  made  its  appearance  in  a  virulent  form 
among  his  men,  only  one  thoroughly  escaping  its  ravages.  The  party,  in  detachments, 
reached  the  dejot  at  Polaris  Bay  with  the  greatest  difficulty,  and  not  before  two  poor 
fellows  had  succumbed.     Soon  after  the  return  journey  of  those  who  had  proceeded  furthest 
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had  commenced  the  whole  party  was  attacked  by  the  insidious  disease,  until  at  last  Lieu- 
tenant Beaumont  and  two  otliers  had  to  draj^  the  other  I'our,  who  were  rendered  absolutely 
hom  do  comhttl.  The  sledye,  with  its  living-  Inirden,  had  always  to  make  the  journey  twice, 
and  often  thrice,  over  the  same  roal,  and  that  a  rou^^'li  and  diliicult  route  over  brukcu 
and  liummocky  ice.  "  Nevertheless,"  says  Captain  Nares,  "  the  jji'allant  bai.d  strn.n'<^led 
manfully  onwards,  thankful  if  they  made  one  mile  a  day,  but  never  losing  heart."  A 
relief  party,  consistin'j;'  of  Lieutenant  Rawsou  and  Dr.  Coppin^cr,  with  Hans,  an  l^squimaux, 
and  a  doj^-sledge,  went  out  in  search  of  them,  and  met  them  jirovidentiall}',  just  as  even 
the  two  hardiest  of  the  men  were  giving  in.  Luleed,  for  part  of  the  journey  the  haulint;- 
was  performed  entirely  by  the  three  orTicers.  How  thankful  were  they  to  at  length  reach  a 
pleasant  haven — Polaris  Bay,  the  spot  so  intimately  connected,  as  we  shall  hereafter  see,  with 
the  memory  of  poor  Hall,  the  American  explorer,  and  where  Captain  Stephenson,  of  the 
Discoven/,  had  a  little  while  before  performed  a  thoughtful  and  graceful  act  in  erecting  over 
his  grave  a  tablet  and  head-board  !  At  Polaris  Bay  most  of  the  invalids  soon  recruited, 
and  some  of  this  happy  result  was  due  to  the  fact  that  those  able  to  get  about  were  suc- 
cessful in  shooting  game  enough  to  furnish  a  daily  ration  of  fresh  meat.  When  they 
eventually  reached  their  vessel  they  had  been  al>sent  L32  days,  a  lorg  outing  in  the 
Arctic  regions. 

There  were  so  many  parties  in  the  held  at  one  time  that  wo  must  confine  ourselves 
very  much  to  results,  as  our  narrative  would  otherwise  be  a  series  of  repetitions.  Lieutenant 
Archer,  of  the  Discoven/,  explored  Lady  Franklin  Sound,  proving  that  it  terminates  at  a 
distance  of  sixty-five  miles  from  the  mouth  with  lofty  mountains  and  glacier-filled  valleys ; 
while  Lieutenant  Fulford  and  Dr.  Coppingcr  examined  Petermann  Fiord,  finding  it  terminate 
in  the  precipitous  cliff  of  a  glacier.  A  seam  of  excellent  coal,  250  yards  long  and  over 
eight  yards  thick,  was  found  near  the  winter  quarters  of  the  JJiacovrrj/.  Lieutenant  Aldrich, 
of  the  Alert,  made  a  detailed  exploration  of  the  northern  shores  of  Grinnell  Land  for  :2:20 
miles,  the  main  gist  of  his  discoveries  being  that  there  was  no  appearance  of  land  to  its 
northward;  and  no  doubt  some  will  see  in  this  another  argument  in  favour  of  the  "open" 
Polar  Sea  theory,  to  which  we  have  already  alluded.  "When,  on  his  return,  he  was  met  by 
a  relief  party  under  Lieutenant  May,  only  one  of  his  men  was  able  to  drag  with  him  at 
the  ropes.  Four  men  were  bcng  carried,  while  two  struggled  on  by  the  side  of  the  sledge. 
The  scurvy  here,  as  with  all  the  parties,  attacked  the  men,  leaving  the  officers  scatheless. 

The  journey,  however,  which  we  are  about  to  briefly  describe,  was  the  most  interesting 
of  any  undertaken  on  the  expedition  tinder  review.  Commander  IMarkham  and  Lieutenant 
Parr,  pushing  forward  almost  due  north,  over  and  among  the  stupendous  masses  of  ice 
which  covered  the  Polar  Sea,  after  many  a  weary  struggle  reached  the  highest  latitude  yet 
attained — viz.,  S3*  ;20'  26"  N.  Parry  had  now  to  resign  the  place  of  honour  which  he  had 
held  for  close  on  half  a  century. 

This  division  was  known  as  the  "Northern,"  in  contra-distinction  to  the  "  Western," 
the  "Greenland,"  and  others,  and  consisted  of  thirty-throe  ofllcers  and  men,  while  an 
additional  sledge,  with  four  men,  accompanied  them  for  a  few  days  to  form  a  depot  of 
provisions  some  distance  from  the  ship  for  use  on  their  return  should  they  have  run  short. 
Of  the  thirty-three  engaged,  it  was  not  supposed  that  all   would   proceed   to   the   furthest 
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point;  but  Pr.  Moss,  and  ^Iv.  "White  one  of  the  c-iiij^inoers,  having'  charjj^e  of  the  third 
iind  fourth  slcdyt's,  wont  with  the  understandin<f  that  they  shoukl  assist  the  party  to  i)ass 
the  heavy  liarrier  of  stranded  floe-bergs  horderini;'  tiie  coast.  Each  of  the  sledges  had 
its  own  name ;  indeed,  this  was  true  of  all  those  employed.  Those  of  the  northern 
division  were  the  Marco  Pulo,  Victorii,  BnUihuj,  and  Ahwundm.  Two  boats,  equipped 
and  provisioned  for  seventy  davfl,  were  taken.  In  an  interesting  paper  read  before  a  meeting 
of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society  by  Captain  ]\Iarkluun,  on  December  l;ith,  1870;  he 
stated  that  the  sledges  to  which  they  gave  a  decided  preference  were  what  are  commonly 
called  the  eight-man  sledges,    each   crew    consisting    of    an   ollicer   and    seven    men.      Tho 
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extreme  weight  of  these  when  packed  and  fully  equipped  for  an  extended  journey, 
on  leaving  the  ship,  was  l,7001bs.,  or  at  the  rate  of  220lbs.  to  2401bs.  per  man 
to  drag.  The  tents,  each  sledge  crew  being  provided  with  one,  were  eleven  feet 
in  length,  affording  a  little  under  fourteen  inches  space  for  each  man  to  sleep  in, 
the  breadth  of  the  tent  being  about  the  length  of  a  man.  The  costume  was  com- 
posed of  du'lle,  a  woollen  material  resembling  thick  blanket,  over  which  was  worn 
a  suit  of  duck  to  act  as  a  "  snow  repeller."  Their  feet  were  encased  in  blanket 
wrappers,  thick  woollen  hose,  and  mocassins.  Snow  spectacles  were  invariably  worn. 
After  their  first  adoptior.  they  were  comparatively  exempt  from  snow  blindness.  They  slept 
in  duffle  sleeping  bags,  and  their  tent  robes  were  made  of  the  "r-me  material.  They  had 
three  meals  a  day.  Breakfast  during  the  intensely  cold  weatin,r  was  always  discussed  in 
their  bags.  It  consisted  of  a  pannikin  full  of  cocoa,  and  the  same  amount  of  pemmican 
with  biscuit.  The  pemmican  was  always  mixed  with  a  proportion  of  preserved  potatoes. 
Aftei    marching  for  about    five   or   six   hours  a   halt  was  called  for  luncheon.     This  meal 
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fonsistod  of  a  pannikin  of  warm  tea,  witli  4ozs,  of  Imcon  and  a  little  biscuit  to  each 
man.  Wlien  the  weather  was  intciisiely  culJ,  or  there  was  any  wind,  tliis  meal  was  a 
very  trying  one.  They  were  frequentU'  cnmpelled  to  wait  as  long  as  an  hour  and  a 
half  hcfore  the  tea  was  ready,  during  whicli  time  they  had  to  keep  continually  on  the 
move  to  avoid  frost-hite.     The  question,  "  Does  it   boil  V "  was  C(jnstantly    heard;    and   the 
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refractory  behaviour  of  the  kettle  tried  the  unfortunate  cook's  temper  and  patience  to 
tlie  utmost.  After  the  day's  march — sometimes  ten  to  eleven,  and  even  twelve  working 
hours — had  terminated,  and  every  one  was  comfortably  settled  in  his  bag,  supper,  consisting 
of  tea  and  pemmican,  was  served,  after  which  pipes  were  lighted,  and  the  daily  allowance 
of  spirits  issued  to  those  who  were  not  total  abstainers.  The  mid-day  tea  was  found 
most  refreshing  and  invigorating,  and  it  was  infinitely  preferred  by  the  men  to  the  old 
custom  of  serving  half  the  allowance  of  grog  at  tliat  time. 
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Tl>e  party  started  on  April  ."hd  (lS7i;)  from  the  vosst'l,  and  for  a  few  days,  altlioii<>h 
tlio  route  was  diliiodt,  made  I'air  ])rogrt'ss.  The  men  were  in  ^'ood  health  and  s[tirits, 
and.  excej)t  a  few  trillinj;;  eases  of  snow  Idindness,  there  were  no  casualties  to  report.  The 
reader  will  not  need  to  he  informed  that  snow  blindness  is  produced  by  the  intense  {flitter 
of  the  sunlight  on  the  snow  erystals.  Even  as  early  as  April  <ith  we  read  in  Markham's 
"Journal"*  of  a  beautiful  sunny  day,  when  the  temperature  was  '•i')''  below  zero,  and  every- 
Wnn^X  I'rozon  stiff  and  hard.  When  as  far  as  the  eyes  can  reach  in  any  direetiou  there 
is  nothiui,''  but  a  dazzlint^ly  white  ileld  of  snow  or  snow-covered  hummocks,  the  effect  is 
extremely  painful,  and,  indeed,  would  soon  render  them  weak  and  sore,  and  eventually 
Idind,  but  for  tiie  use  of  "gogj^'les"  iu  some  form.  In  the  various  journals  of  the 
expedition  we  read  of  different  kinds,  made  of  coloured  or  smoked  glass,  &c.  The  writer 
has  seen  among  the  natives  of  Northern  Alaska,  and  has  himself  used,  wooth'ii  goggles. 
Covering  each  eye  is  an  oval  piece  of  wood,  usually  painted  black,  scooped  out  like  and 
about  the  size  of  the  bowl  of  a  dessert-spoon,  with  a  narrow,  straight  slit  cut  through  the 
middle.  These,  with  the  leather  strips  by  which  they  are  tied  on,  look  clumsy  enough, 
but  were  found  effectual  iu  use.  Among  natives  even,  accustomed  to  the  glare  on  the  snow, 
who  had  neglected  their  use  iu  spring,  one  might  often  note  those  with  swollen,  red, 
and  weak  eyes. 

To  return  to  our  expedition.  On  reaching  a  depot  made  at  Cape  Joseidi  Henry 
(Grinnell  Land),  the  point  from  which  they  wo(dd  leave  the  land,  the  party  was  re- 
arranged ;  only  iifteen  men  with  three  sledges,  carrying  a  weight  of  (),071)  pounds  iu  all, 
were  to  form  the  northern  party,  which,  under  Markham  and  Parr,  would  proceed  xlirect 
"to  sea."  It  is  UL'edless  to  sny  that  it  was  a  sea  of  ice,  and  very  ancient  ice  also, 
making  the  travelling  correspondingly  dilficult  from  the  enormous  size  of  the  hummocks 
and  extent  of  their  fields.  Perhaps  the  entries  appended  to  each  day's  travel  in  !Markhani's 
"Journal"  will  give  as  good  an  idea  of  the  difficulty  and  the  tortuous  nature  of  their  route, 
and  of  the  frequency  of  their  trips  over  the  same  road  being  duplicated  and  triplicated,  as 
any  direct  description.  AVe  find  constantly  entries  like  the  following: — "Course  and  distance 
made  good  north  four  miles.  Distance  marched,  thirteen  miles."  This  is  a  mild  example.  It 
was  found  impossible  to  move  the  whole  of  their  heavy  loads  at  one  time.  Indeed, 
during  a  large  part  of  the  journey  but  one  sledge  at  a  time  could  be  dragged  forward. 
This  entailed  returning  lirh'o,  and  in  effect  making  JJre  trips  over  the  same  route,  thus  : 
forward  with  number  one;  return  and  forward  with  number  two;  return  and  forward 
with  number  three,  the  process  being  repeated  as  long  as  the  endurance  of  the  party 
was  equal  to  it.  One  mile  of  progress  became  therefore  five  of  actual  travel ;  in  some 
cases,  where  the  jiarties  on  the  return  journeys  had  become  enfeebled,  and  had  to  be 
carried  on  the  sledges,  t/iree  returns  had  to  be  made  by  the  working  members,  thus  entail- 
ing seven  trips  over  the  same  route.  Markham's  "Journal"  for  April  10th  has,  "Distance 
made  good,  one  mile.  Distance  marched,  seven."  On  the  12th  it  was  as  one  and  a  half 
to  nine,  c;i  the  17th  as  one  and  a  quarter  to  nine,  and  on  the  ISth  as  one  to  ten,  the 
latter   taking   ten  hours, to  accomplish.       The  writer  can   understand  all  this  well,  having 

*'  "  Jouvials  and  Proceedings  of  the  Arctic  Expedition,  1S75-6,"  &c.  (printed  as  a  Parliamentary  Blue-book). 
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ill  a  minor  cloryroo  had  tlio  same  oxpcrioncea   in    Nurtlieni  Alaska,  where  tlio    winters   are 
only  a  shailo  loss  severe  than  in  these  extreme  latitudes.* 

The  men  were  now  (Irayyiiijjr  l(J')  Ihs.  apiece,  and  the  exertion  and  severe  climate  were 
beginning,'  to  tell  upon  them.  The  s^  >toms  ul"  scurvy  were  plain  enouy:h,  and  i>n  the 
iDth  we  do  not  wonder  to  lind  jMarkham  determinintj  to  leave  one  of  his  hoats.     "  Melon; 


(piittin<>'  the  boat  an  oar  was  lashed  to  the  mast,  and  the  mast  step|K'd,  yard  hoisted,  a 


nd 

decorated  with  some  old  clothes,"  in  order  that  they  mi<,'ht  bo  sure  to  lind  it  on  their 
return.  No  wonder  the  men  worked  a  little  livelier  shortly  al'tcrwards,  for  they  were 
thus  relieved  of  dragj^iny  a  matter  of  HOU  lbs.  Two  of  them,  however,  were  already 
prostrated  with  scurvy,  and  had  to  be  carried  on  the  sledj^os.  In  journeyiny  to  the 
northward  the  route  seldom  lay  over  smooth  ice,  and  the  somewhat  level  Hoes,  or  ilelds, 
were  thickly  studded  over  with  rounded,  blue-topped  ice  humps,  ten  or  twenty  feet  high, 
laying-  sometimes  in  ranges,  but  more  often  separated,  at  a  distance  of  JOO  to  ~00 
yards  apart,  the  depressions  betwee.i  being  lilled  with  snow,  deeply  scored  into  ridges  by 
the  wind,  the  whole  composition  being  well  comparable  to  a  suddenly  frozen  oceanic  sea. 
Separating  the  floes  were  "hedges"  of  ice  masses,  often  forty  to  fifty  feet  high,  or 
more,  thrown  together  in  irregular  and  chaotic  confusion,  and  where  there  was  little 
choice  of  a  road  over,  through,  or  round  about  them.  Among  and  around  these,  again, 
were  steep-sided  snow-drifts,  sloping  down  from  the  highest  altitude  of  the  piled-up 
masses  to  the  general  level.  "The  journey,"  sa}'s  Captain  Nares  in  the  general  rejjort, 
"was  consequently  an  incessant  battle  to  overcome  ever-recurring  obstacles,  each  hard- 
won  success  stimulating  them  for  the  next  struggle.  A  passage  way  had  always  to  be 
cut  through  the  squeezed-up  ice  with  pick-axes,  an  extra  one  being  carried  for  the 
purpose,  and  an  incline  picked  out  of  the  peri)endieular  side  of  the  high  floes,  or  roadway 
built  up,  before  the  sledges,  generally  one  at  a  tims,  could  be  brought  on.  Instead  of 
advancing  with  a  steady  walk,  the  usual  means  of  progression,  more  than  half  of  each 
day  was  expended  by  the  whole  party  facing  the  sledge  and  pulling  it  forward  a  few 
feet  at  a  time."  Occasionally  a  little  "young  ice,"  which  had  formed  between  the  split, 
up  tloos  of  ancient  date,  would  afford  them  better  travelling,  but  tiiis  luxury  was  not 
often  found.  As  the  warmer  weather  approached — anything  above  zero  was  considered 
warm — they  were  much  troubled  by  wind,  snow-fall,  and  foggy  weather.  On  April 
30th  so  thick  was  it  that  they  could  scarcely  see  the  length  of  two  sledges  ahead,  and 
as  they  were  surrounded  by  hummocks  they  were  obliged  to  halt,  for  fear  of  becoming 
entangled.  It  would  bo  wearisome  to  the  reader  to  enlarge  u^wn  similar  experiences,  which 
were  of  daily  occurrence. 

They  had  on  May  11th  exceeded  by  several  days  the  time  for  which  they  were 
provisioned,  and  so  many  of  the  men  were,  from  the  weakening  effects  of  scurvy,  actually 
Iiors  ih'  combaf,  or  as  nearly  as  possible  useless,  that  it  was  determined  to  make  a  cam^i 
in  which  to  leave  the  invalids,  while  the  rest  should  push  on  for  one  final  "  spurt."  On 
the  morning  of   the   Kth,   therefore,   leaving  the  cooks   to   attend   upon   the   sufferers,    the 

*  :Mi'iTury  frequently  froze  during  the  writer's  stiiy  on  the  Yukon,  and  otlur  jKirts  of  Nortliern  Aluska,  in 
the  winter  of  1800-7.  On  one  occasion  the  thermometer  registered  08''  below  zero  (DO"'  below  the  freezing  point 
of  water). 
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romniink'r  of  (Iio  imrty,  carryiiij;  the  sextant  and  artilicial  horizon,  and  also  tlio  slcdi^o- 
baniiers  and  colours,  started  northwards.  "  We  had,"  nays  Markham,  "  sonio  vory  wvore 
walkinj^,  strn;,'';;linf»'  throim'h  snow  up  to  our  waists,  over  or  throuyh  wiiieh  tho  hd)our 
of  draj,''j,fin;,'  a  sledj^o  wonhl  ho  interminahlo,  and  occasionally  alinoHt  disai)i)earin<f  throuoh 
cracks  and  llssiires,  until  twenty    minutes  to  noon,  when  a,  halt  was  culled.      Tho  artihcial 
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Iiorizon  was  then  set  up,  and  the  flasks  and  banners  displayed,  these  fluttering  out  hravel}' 
heforo  a  S.W.  wind,  which  latter,  however,  was  decidedly  cold  and  unpleasant.  At  noon 
Ave  obtained  a  irood  altitude,  and  proclaimed  our  latitude  to  bo  N.'}'^  ^0'  -ZG"  N.,  exactly 
39'.)^  miles  from  the  North  Pole.  On  this  beino^  duly  announced,  three  cheers  were  <i^iven, 
with  one  more  for  Captain  Nares;  then  the  whole  party,  in  the  exul)erance  of  their  sjjirits 
at  havi!<  reached  their  turnine^-point,  sang-  the  "  Union  Jack  of  Old  England,"  the 
grand  Paltccrystic  sledging  chorus,  winding  up,  like  loyal  subjects,  with  "  God  Save  the 
Queen."      These  little  demonsti'ations  had  a  good  effect  on  the  spirits  of  the  men,  and  on 
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llii'ir  return  to  tlio  camp  a  sciuiul  (.Liclinitiuii,  .  wlin  U  u  tlio  ill"  ,.i*lii  join  '',  ocovirrod, 
wlicn  a  niaj^num  of  whisky,  that  had  been  sciil  t'.\  oUfh  f rt- "Js  to  lit«  cdnitumt'tl 
at  the  hinliust  hititudu  attained,  was  iiroducod,  add  i  stramiiit  ^'^''tf.  so  dear  to  tlu" 
sailor's  heart,  was  Itrowod.  At  suiiper,  a  ha ri',  shut  \>y  i'l  Moss  sl\  \  hel'oro  tlu'y  partod 
(•(imiiany  at  Dopot  I'oint,  was  addod  to  their  usual  faro  ol  pi  niiiiieun,  antl  in  th? 
evening,  eijjfars,  presented  to  tliein  l)y  Lieutenant  May  before  leavinjj  tlie  shi|i,  were  issued 
to  each  man.     The  day  was  bruuyht  to  u  close  with  soii|,'s,  and  general  hilarity  prevailed. 
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Markham  speaks  of  their  attempt  almost  as  a  failure.  It  was,  however,  the  greatest: 
success  of  the  expedition,  although  unhappily  purchased  at  the  expense  of  one  life.  Passing- 
over  the  return  journey,  we  find  that  on  the  evening  .,f  June  8th  Lieutenant  Parr,  wIk'. 
had  volunteered  to  take  singly  and  alone  the  sad  intelligence  that  nearly  the  whole  party 
were  prostrated  witli  scurvy,  arrived  at  the  ship.  Commander  ^farkham  and  the  few  niel, 
who  were  able  to  keep  on  their  feet  had  succeeded  by  veritable  "forced  marches"  in 
conveying  the  invalids  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Cape  Joseph  Henry,  thirty  miles  distant 
from  the  ship;  but  each  day  was  adding  to  the  intensitv  of  the  disease,  and  lessenin<>-  the 
95 
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jiower  nl'  tlicpso  still  iililo  to  work,  l';iir,  with  Imivc  (Iclcnniiiation,  Htnrtod  nloiu',  will) 
only  an  jiliictisloik  iiiul  a  snuill  allowaiici!  of  provisioiiH,  and  t'oin|>li'(((l  his  lonj;  ami  solitary 
walk  over  a  very  ronyh  icy  road,  ilc 'ply  cuvi.'n'il  with  n<'wly-ralli'ii  siiow,  wilhirj  twi-nty- 
i'our  lioiMN.  It',  iixicL'il,  a  lai';.;i>  part  of  iMarkhani's  party  could  liiivc  ilonc  it  at  all,  it  would 
have  taken  tlicui,  with  their  heavy  loads,  a  week  to  ten  days  to  accomplish  the  same  distance. 
No  time  was  lost  in  making'  arrangements  for  their  succoiu",  and  Captain  NarcH  himself, 
with  two  stronjjf  detachments,  started  at  midnif,'ht.  My  making'  forced  marches,  Lieutenant 
May,  IM'.  Moss,  and  a  seaman,  with  a  liH;ht  do^-sled;,'e,  laden  with  apjjrojiriate  mediea! 
htore-i,  reiieheil  the  camp  lifty  hours  from  the  time  that  Ijieutcnant  I'arr  had  left  it,  hut, 
unl'iirtunately,  too  late  to  save  the  lifo  of  (ieorj,'e  Porter,  ;;imiur  U.M.A.,  who  had 
expired  a  k'W  hours  provionsly,  and  was  already  hnried  in  the  snow.  Of  the  original 
seventeen  niemher^  of  llie  party,  only  live — the  two  ollieers  anil  three  of  the  men — were 
aide  to  ilnij;'  the  sledges.  Three  others  inaid'idly  kept  to  their  feet  to  the  last,  hut  were 
so  weak  that  they  were  constantly  fallini;,  and  sometimes  faintini,'-,  while  the  renniininj^ 
eiyht  li;id  utterly  siieenmhed,  and  had  to  he  carrieil  on   the  sledges. 

This  is  not  the  jdace  for  a  medical  discussion.  ('ii|ttain  Nares'  conduct  in  partially 
nej^lectin;,''  to  supply  the  parties  with  snilici'nt  of  that  <,'reat  anti-scorbutic,  lime-juice, 
lias  lieen  severely  handled,  and  not  without  some  show  of  justiee.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  must  he  remembered  that  the  disease  attacked  a  part  of  the  crews  who  had  rrtiinini'il 
on  both  vessels  and  hud  been  well  su])iilied  with  all  dietary  and  medical  necessaries.  At 
one  time  thirty-six  cases  were  under  treatment  on  the  Alcil,  making  it  resend)le  a  naval 
hos])ital. 

Captain  Xares  may  be  allowed  to  give  in  brief  his  reasons  for  returning  home  that 
season.  The  enfeebled  state  of  his  crew  ))rceluded  the  hope  that,  even  when  recovered, 
they  would  aeconiplish  as  much  as,  or  at  all  events  more  than,  had  been  already  done.  He 
lielievcd  that  from  any  position  in  Smith's  Sound  attainable  by  a  ship  it  would  be  impossible 
to  advance  nearer  the  Pole  by  sledges.  Furlhcrmore,  that  all  that  he  could  have  hope  I 
to  acconii)lish  by  stoi)ping  another  winter  was  jierhaps  an  extended  exploration  of  Grant 
f/iud  to  the  south-westward,  and  Greenland  for  perhaps  lifty  miles  further  to  the  norlh- 
jastward  or  eastward.  And  to  his  credit  it  must  be  scored  that  he  brouii'lit  the  vessels 
home  in  nearly  as  good  condition  as  they  would  have  returned  from  any  foreign  station.  After 
many  a  tight  with  the  elements  and  many  an  encounter  with  the  ire,  the  AlrrI  and 
l)iHi'(ircfij  reached  our  shores  safely  on  October  :J7th,  |S7().  The  reader  knows  the  rest, 
and  if  he  is  of  our  mind  will  not  grudge  the  honours  bestowed  on  men  who,  if  they  had 
not  accomplished  all  that  was  expected,  had  at  least  done  more  than  any  of  their  pre- 
decessors in  the  frozen  fields  of  the  far  north. 
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TlIK     I'lltvr     AlK  TIC     \()YV(iKH. 

Early    lllflory  of  Arrllc  IHicovrry     'I'Ih'  "  lliirdy  Xi)r<rman  "— Afclih'iiliil  Itlwovcvy  nf    Ici'liinil  —  ('nlony  KDrmnl  -  A 
FIhIk  riiiiiii  hi'Ifli'cl  to  (ii'cc'iiliiiiit    \',rW  the  Knl  lliail    ltii|ilil  CiilciiiUatlcm    Kiirly  liili  rcniiiNi' » tili  Aiiiii'li'ii     \ii>iit<i"4 

(if    tin-    /ciil -Ciilidl  «     Allrmpl   III    il    Niil'tliwr-.l    l'ai-<ii.(c'      MiiillliiH-    HiilciinHi'    nf    IliU    K| Ii      Viiyii«i'    of    llio 

IhimiiiiiH    I'lihinriiiii     Of  lln'    Vrhiilif  luiil    Miiilnn  ■   ShUMitlcm    iitiil   Ciiiiiilliiilhlii    -  A     IIIkIi-IiiiIiiIiiI    I'i' cilliin— 

('<iin|iiiiiy  of  till'   McnTiaiil    AilMiitiiriTi      Alti'MipIt  ut  lliu   Ntallinint    Kiilc  o(    WllloilKliliy      (  liaihilor,   ao<l  ulir 
Ktwt  Iiiicri'oiirHo  Willi  ItiiMlu, 

Ami  now,  liMviiiy  Muted  tlic  rcsiiltH  iitdiiiU'il  liv  tlic  latest  cxpcilitioii  wliicli  lia-;  iliircil  ti> 
iittompt  till' iliscdvi'ry  lit"  tlic  NUrtli  I'dc,*  Ii-t  us  jrlaiico  at  llio  pidyrcss  dl"  iiortlii'iii  diMnvi'iv 
from  till'  vi'i'V  ln'^'iiiiiinj^,  and  watch  tlic  n'radiial  ^tcps  liy  wliicli  hiicIi  di!*cn\ cries  were 
rendered  possililo.  We  sliall  have  to  >;'o  Inidi  to  a  jH'riod  when  no  coin|iass  ;;iiidcd  the 
n\ariner  on  his  watery  way,  when  sextants  and  artilieial  horizoim  weiv  uiidreamed  oC,  when 
nn 
th 


vij^atioii,  in  a  word,  was  hnt  in  its  sci'rnd  utaiLro  of  infancy.  And  althonyh  many  nf 
iriier  discoveries  were  tho  result  of  [luro  accident,  we  shall  see  much  to  admire  in 
the  enterprise  and  hardihood  of  cxiilorers  who  ventured  almost  liliudluld  into  uukiiowii 
seua,  ahouiidiiii;'  in  sjieeial  ohstacles  and  daiio'crs. 

With  the  discovery  of  Iceland  and  (jireeuland  virtually  eoininences  our  kiiowlciji^c  ol' 
tho  northern  and  Aretie  seas.  The  Romans,  e\en  as  Jato  as  I'liny's  time,  had  no  correct 
kiiowledjjfe  of  tho  North  Sea  and  J'nltic,  and  whatever  Ihey  did  know  i-cems  to  have  I  ecu 
derived  second-hand  from  tho  ("arthayiniaiiH.  In  tho  days  of  our  jjfood  Kiny  AU'rid  our 
anccstorji  diil  undouhtedly  eu,!^ai;'(,'  in  the  pursuit  of  the  whale  and  sea-horse,  hut  it  irf 
to  the  "  hardy  Norseman,"  whoso 

••  Ilimse  of  yiiro 
Was  (III  the  fnaiiiiim'  wave,'' 

that  we  are  iiulehted  for  the  first  great  discoveries.  Concpiering  and  ravajriiij;'  wherever  they 
went,  sjireadinjjf  not  merely  terror  and  ruin,  Init  also  population  and  some  of  the  ruder 
forms  of  civilisation,  these  Scandinavian  jiirates  were  the  only  rulers  of  the  main  in  tho 
oij^hth,  ninth,  and  tenth  centuries,  duriiio-  which  they  incessantly  ravayed  our  coasts, 
penetrated  the  very  heart  of  France,  estahlished  settlements,  and  even  levied  tribute  on  tie 
reio^ninjj,'  monarch.  These  bold  Northmen  ventured  in  vessels  which  now-a-days  would  he 
Ti'irarded  as  unsuitable  for  the  most  trilling  sea  voyages.  In  the  year  tSlil,  Naddodr,  :k 
Norwegian  Viking,  bent  on  a  piratical  trip  to  the  Fame  Islands,  was  driven  by  an 
easterly  gale  so  far  to  the  north-westward  that  he  reached  an  utterly  i";kiiowu  island. 
Its  mountains  were  snow-covered,  and  tho  first  name  suggested  by  this  fact,  ai'd  which 
ho  bestowed  on  tho  island,  was  Sneeland  (Snowland).  Certain  Swedes  veutuivd  there 
three  years  afterwards,  and  on  their  return  gave  such  a  very  lively  account  of  its  vegeta- 
tion and  soil  that  an  emigration  followed.  One  of  the  first  adventurers  thither  was 
Flokko.      The  secret  of  the  magnetic   power,   as  applied  to   the  compass,   although    known 
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•  Tho  morp  recent  exploit  of  Professor  NorJonskjolJ  does  not  properly  come  under  this  ciitoRDry.     It   was 
in  reality  a  successful  voyage  Ly  tho  north-west  passage,  and  not  an  attempt  to  reach  tho  North  Polo. 
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apparcndy  in  tlic  oarliost  ages  to  tlio  Chinese,  was  entirely  unknown  to  the  Scandinavians; 
and  Flokko  hud  j)rovided  himself  with  a  raven,  or,  as  some  accounts  say,  four  ravens, 
wliicli,  Noah-like,  lie  let  loose,  and  which  guided  him  to  the  hind  of  which  he  was  in 
quest.  He  jiassed  a  Minter  there,  and  from  the  large  (juantity  of  drift-ice  which 
cMicumhereil  the  northern  l)ays  and  coasts,  changed  its  name  to  that  which  it  at  present 
Ijears — Iceland.  In  the  year  871-,  Ingolf  and  other  Norwegians,  sick  of  the  tyranny  of 
their  king,  Harold,  determined  to  settle  in  the  new-found  island.  On  approaching  the 
coast,  the  leader,  determining  to  be  guided  by  chance  in  his  selection  of  a  locaHty,  threw 
overboard  a  wooden  door,  which  iloated  into  a  liord  on  the  southern  side  of  the  island, 
and  tlie  emigrants  landed  there.  Others  soon  joined  the  little  colony,  bringing  with 
them  their  cattle,  implements,  and  household  goods.  From  very  early  Icelandic  records 
it  is  interesting  to  learn  that  these  Norwegians  found  indications  that  others  had  preceded 
them,  as  on  tlie  shore  were  discovered  crosses,  bells,  and  books,  and  other  relics  of  the 
Christian  worship  of  those  days.  It  is  very  generally  believed  that  these  were  of  Irish 
origin.  While  the  new  colony  was  yet  young,  one  (lunbiorn,  a  fisherman,  was  drifted  in 
his  boat  far  to  the  westward,  and  he  may  i>erhaps  be  regarded  as  the  real  discoverer  of 
Greenland,  but,  although  ht  sighted  the  land,  he  did  not  attemjit  to  explore  it.  About 
the  year  !I8:2,  Eric  llauda,  or  Eric  the  Red  Head,  a  man  who  had  been  convicted  of 
manslaughter  in  Iceland,  was  banished  from  the  island  for  a  term  of  years.  Sailing  with 
some  companions  to  the  westward,  he  reached  Greenland,  and  spent  three  years  in  its 
oxamination,  returning  at  the  end  of  that  time  to  Iceland,  where  he  spread  a  somewhat 
liigh-ilown  account  of  "  its  green  and  pleasant  meadows "  and  of  its  extensive  fisheries. 
No  less  than  twenty-five  vessels  were  despatched  from  Iceland  for  the  newly-discovered 
land,  a  significant  proof  of  the  early  progress  of  the  former  colony.  One-half  of  these 
were  lost;  the  others  reached  Greenland  in  safety. 

l?y  accident  or  design  these  Scandinavians  were  the  great  explorers  of  their  day,  and 
the  colonisation  of  Greenland  virtually  led  to  the  first  European  intercourse  with  North 
America.  An  Icelandic  settler,  one  Bjarni,  on  a  voyage  by  which  he  hoped  to  reach 
Greenland,  encountered  severe  weather,  and  was  driven  on  a  part  of  the  American  coast, 
now  believed  to  have  been  that  of  Nantucket  Island,  south  of  the  State  of  IMassachusctts. 
The  account  he  gave  on  his  return  inflamed  the  ambition  of  Heif,  or  Ileifr,  the  son  of 
that  I"a-ic  who  had  founded  the  colony  on  Greenland.  He  cr|ni]>ped  a  vessel,  and  set  sail 
for  the  New  AVorld.  On  ajiproaehing  the  coast  Ihev  observed  a  barren  and  rocky  island, 
which  they  named  llclleliniil,  and  to  a  low  sandy  shore  beyond  it,  which  was  covered 
with  wood,  they  gave  the  name  Miirl-huiil.  "Two  days  after  this  thev  fell  in  with 
a  new  coast  of  land,  to  the  northward  of  v/hich  they  observed  a  large  island.  Thev 
ascended  a  river,  the  banks  of  which  were  covered  with  shrubs,  bearing  fruits  of  a  most 
agreeable  and  delicious  flavoiu'.  The  tem]ierature  of  the  air  felt  soft  and  mild  to  the 
Greenland  adventurers,  the  soil  a])]ieared  to  be  fertile,  and  the  river  abounded  with  fish, 
and  particularly  with  excellent  salmon.'"*  To  the  island  they  gave  the  name  Vlulii  il , 
because  wild  gra])es,   or  berries  resembling   grajies,   were    found    there.      Thev    had   reached 


*  !jir  Julm  liiirrow:     '' C'luouolo^inil  History  of  Voyagos  into  tho  Arctic  Kogions." 
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some  part  or  tiic  coast  or  ^Ncwroiiiuiiuiui,  iii  an  prouauiiity.  iiio  imorcourso  Dotween 
(jlreeiilaiid  ami  America  was  kept  up  to  the  t'oiirteentli  ceiitun-,  i)i-iiieipally  I'or  the  ])ui-pose 
of  ()btainiii<;'  wood,  but  uu  colony  was  I'urnied.  Moautiine  the  Greeulaiul  cnlnnies  <^rew 
and  flourished.  Sixteen  churches  were  erected,  and  nearly  three  hundred  handets  ('i)rnied 
on  the  east  and  west  sides.  That  on  the  west  had  increased  till  it  nundjcred  four  jiarishes, 
containing  one  hundred  villages^  but  bcini;'  engaged  in  perjietual  hostility  with  the  native 
EscpiiiuauXj  then  known  as  Sknclinys,  the  ccilnny  was  ultimately  destroyed.  In  1721, 
when  the  excellent  missionary,  Hans  I'^g'cde,  visited  that  countiy,  on  its  being  re-Cdhiniscd 
by  the  Greenland  Company,  the  ruins  oL'  their  edilices  were  still  to  be  found.  The  fate 
of  the  eastern  colony  was,  if  possible,  still  more  dejdorable.  It  had,  for  a  time,  a  greater 
l)opulation  than  that  of  the  western  side.  "  A  succession  of  sixteen  bishops  is  recorded 
in  the  Iceland  annals,"  says  Barrow,  "  but  when  the  seventeenth  was  proceeding  from 
Norway,  in  MUG,  to  take  jjossession  of  his  see,  a  stream  of  ice  had  lixed  itself  to  the 
coast,  and  rendered  it  com])letely  inaccessible;  and  from  that  jjcriod  to  the  present  time 
no  intercourse  whatever  has  been  had  with  the  unfortunate  colonists."  It  is  related  in 
the  "History  of  Greeidand "  by  Thoruioder  Torfager,  that  Ainand,  IJishop  of  Skalholt,  in 
Iceland,  in  returning  to  Norway  from  that  island,  about  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth 
century,  was  driven  by  a  storm  near  to  the  east  coast  of  Greenland,  and  got  so  close  that 
the  inhabitants  could  be  seen  driving  their  cattle,  but  they  did  nt>t  attempt  to  land. 
The  fate  of  the  East  (irccniaud  colony  has  iieen  the  cause  of  much  discussion,  some  con- 
tending that  it  never  was  on  the  eastern  side,  but  on  the  western ;  l>ut  that  there  were 
two  distinct  colonies  cannot  be  doul)ted.  A  ticKl  of  ice  has  a])parently  blocked  the  eastern 
coast  for  centuries,  and  all  attempts  made  to  penetrate  it  have  failed,  as  we  shall  si'c  in 
the  progress  of  our  narrative.  L'p  to  the  end  of  the  last  century,  the  Es(piimaux  of  the 
western  side  spoke  of  a  foreign  race,  taller  than  themselves,  and  of  whom  they  were 
greatly  afraid,  regarding  them  as  cannibals  and  as  their  natural  enemies.  \A'lien  they 
had  met,  the  former  had  always  tied,  the  latter  slio<iting  after  them  witli  arrows.  Crantz, 
a  great  authority  on  Greenland,  says  : — "If  this  report  can  be  depended  upon,  we  might  sup- 
pose that  these  men  were  descended  from  the  old  Norwegians,  had  sheltered  themselves  from 
the  savages  in  the  mountains,  lived  in  enmity  to  them  out  of  resentment  for  the  destruction 
of  their  ancestors,  ])illaged  them  in  the  s])riug  when  sustenance  failed  them,  and  were  looked 
upon  by  the  savages  as  man-eaters,  and   fabulously  rejiresented  througli  excess  of  fear." 

The  al)ove  introduction  to  our  subject  will  pave  the  way  for  the  period  wlien  the 
history  of  Arctic  and  northern  voyages  becomes  more  and  more  delinite.  AVe  begin  with 
those  of  the  Zeni  brothers,  from  which  the  mists  of  ol)scurity  and  error  have  only  roeentl\ 
been  cleared,  through  the  patient  researches  of  a  most  careful  student  and  geograi)her. 

The  voyages  of  th<'  Zeni  have  generalls  been  either  ignored  or  considered  worse  than 
mythical.  For  some  three  centuries  these  noble  A'enetian  adventurers  have  indeed  been 
subjected  to  an  amount  of  contumely  aral  abusi'  suiiieient  to  have  made  them  turn  in 
their  graves.  But  a  champion  has  arisen  in  the  jierson  of  II.  11.  ^lajor.  Esq.,  F.S.A,, 
one  of  the  secretaries  of  the  Boyal  Geographieal  Society,  who,  clearing  their  narratives 
from  snbsecpient  interpolations,  has  shown  that  their  own  voyages,  and  those  of  others 
recorded  by  them  were  both  genuine  and  important.     Their  history,  in  brief,  is  as  follows  : — ■ 
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Towiinls  the  dose  of  tlio  fur.rtoonth  ccnlury,  Xicolo  Zciio,  a  iiicml)er  of  a  (listinj^iiisiioG 
Voiiotian  i'aniilv,  sailed  on  a  vovai'o  of  discovcrv  in  tlio  nortliern  sca:^.  Wrecked  on 
tlie  Faroe  Islands,   Sinclair,  tlie  Earl  of  Orkney  and  C'aith 
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a.iy  sovereign  tor  ooncjnesr,  took  liiin  into  liis  service  as  pilot,  and,  later,  iMoolo  was  jnmed 
by  his  brother  Antonio.  ]\[any  of  the  jonriials  and  doewinents  of  the  Zjiii  were  snbsetinently 
lost,  and  their  narrations  were  edited  by  a  descendant,  who  mixed  with  tliein  much  of 
the  false  geog'raphy  of  the  day  and  conjectures  of  his  own.  This  was  the  ))oint  of  trouljle. 
The  narrative  cleared  of  a  mass  of  error  by  Mr.  ^Major's  investig'ations,  there  can  now  be 
no  donlit  that  Nic(di)  visited  Greenland,  wlierc  he  found  a  monastery  of  friars,  preachers, 
and  a  church  of  St.  Thomas  close  by  a  volcanic  hill.  There  was  also  a  hot-water  spring, 
which  the  monks  used  for  heating  the  church  and  the  entire  monastery,  and  by  which, 
they  cooked  their  meat  and  baked  their  bread.  By  a  judicious  use  of  tliis  hot  water  they 
raised  in  their  small  covered  gardens  the  i'.owers,  fruits,  and  herbs  of  more  temperate 
climates,  thereby  gaining  much  respect  from  their  neighbours,  who  brought  tiiem  presents 
of  meat,  chickens,  &c.  They  were  indebted,  the  narrative  says,  to  the  volcano  for  the  very 
materials  of  their  buildings,  for  by  throwing  water  on  the  burning  stones  while  still  hot 
they  converted  them  into  a  tenacious  and  indestructible  substance,  which  they  used  as  mortar. 
They  had  not  much  rain,  as  thcr>  was  a  .settled  frost  all  through  their  nine  months'  winter. 
They  lived  on  wild  fowl  and  livji,  which  were  attracted  by  the  warmth  of  that  part  of  the 
sea  into  which  the  hot  water  fell,  and  which  i'ormed  a  commodious  harbour.  The  houses 
were  built  all  round  the  hill,  and  were  circular  in  form  and  tapering  to  the  top,  where  was  a 
little  hole  for  light  and  air,  the  ground  below  supplying  all  necessary  heat.  In  summer  time 
they  were  visited  by  ships  from  the  neighbouring  islands  and  from  Trondheini,  which 
br  night  them  corn,  cloths,  and  other  necessaries  in  cichange  for  lish  and  skins.  The  narra- 
tive goes  on  to  speak  of  the  lishermen's  boats,  in  shape  like  a  weaver's  shuttle,  and  made 
of  the  skins  and  bones  of  tishes,  and  other  points  indicating  a  contirmation  of  the  facts 
already  mentioned  concerning  the  early  history  of  (Jreenland.  On  the  death  of  Nicolo 
Zeno,  his  brother  Antonio  succeeded  to  his  property,  dignities,  and  honours,  with  which 
latter,  it  seems,  he  would  have  gladly  dispensed,  wishing  to  return  to  his  own  country, 
but  the  earl  would  not  hear  of  it.  Antonio  therefore  remained  in  his  service,  and 
has  recorded  the  accounts  of  some  fishermen  who  had  undoubtedly  reached  North 
America;  as  also  a  voyage  made  by  the  Earl  Sinclair  and  himself,  wherein  the 
former  at  least  appears  to  have  reached  Newfoundland  and  Labrador.  A  part  of  these 
voyages  may  with  more  propriety  be  considered  when  wo  come  to  the  discoveries  in  regard 
to  the  New  World  made  by  Columbus  and  the  Cabots.  And  here  a  fact  little  known  may 
be  brieily  recorded,  on  account  of  the  absence  of  almost  any  history,  that  Cristoforo  Colon 
(Columbus),  prior  to  those  great  voyages  which  have  made  his  name  immortal,  did  un- 
doubtedly make  a  northern  voyage,  visiting  both  Greenland  and  Iceland.  The  object  of 
this  voyage  is  unknown  ;  but,  judging  from  the  ruling  ambition  of  the  navigators  of  those 
days,  it  was  to  attempt  a  north-west  or  north-cast  passage  to  the  Indies.  As  our  next 
voyage  will  show,  it  is  a  (piestiou  to  whom  belongs  the  honour  of  having  lirst  made 
this  attempt. 

Giovanni   Cabota,    or  Cabot,  a  Venetian,  had  settled    in    Bristol   during   the   reign    of 
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Henry  ^  II.,  and  being-  a  skilful  pilot  and  navij^ator,  the  kini^  eneoura<;ed  liiin  to  attempt 
di>eovenes  by  tfrantin^-  him  a  patent,  in  virtue  whereot"  he  had  leave  to  ^o  in  seareh  of 
stranf^'e  lands,  and  to  conquer  and  settle  them.  One-llt'th  of  tlie  ])rotits  was  to  be  the 
kiny's.  Tiie  patent  bears  date  Manh  'jth,  lliKi,  and  is  ^'I'^n'ted  to  Cabot  and  his  three 
sons,  Lndovieo,  Sebastian,  and  Saneio.  There  is  some  little  diflieulty  in  collating'  the  various 
accounts  collected  by  llakluyt,  but  the  voyag-o  reported  by  Sel)astian  to  the  Pope's  legate  in 
Spain  is  distinct  enough.  He  says  in  elYect  that  the  discoveries  of  Cohnnbus  iiad  inllamcd 
his  desire  to  attempt  to  reach  India  by  the  north-west.  By  studying^  the  g^lobe — "  under- 
stiinding  by  reason  of  the  sphere,"  he  terms  it — he  thought  that  he  must,  theoretically  at 
least,  reach  India  that  way,  if  no  land  intervened.  He,  of  course,  knew  nothing  of  the  icy 
barriers  that  stopped  Tranklin  and  M'Clure  from  actually  taking  a  vessel  tliat  way.  The 
king  favoured  his  ideas,  "and  immediately  commanded  two  caravels  to  bee  furnished  with 
all  tilings  appertayuing  to  the  voyage,"  which  was  made,  as  far  as  he  coidd  remember,  in 
llU(i.  Sailing  to  the  north-west,  he  encountered  land  in  latitude  od""'.  'J'hen,  despairing 
to  lind  the  i)assage,  he  turned  back,  sailing  down  the  coast  of  America  as  far  as  Florida, 
when,  his  provisions  failing-,  he  returned  to  England.  The  Cabots  brought  home  three 
natives  of  Newfoundland,  who  "were  clothed  in  beasts'  skins,  and  did  eate  raw  ilesh,  and, 
>pake  such  speach  that  no  man  could  understand  them  ;  and  in  their  demeanour  like  to 
ln'uitc  beasles."  The  attempt  of  Cabot  furnishes  a  clue  to  the  object  of  many  subsctpient 
voyages,  which  were  intended  to  have  been  made  vid  the  Arctic  Seas  to  the  Paciiic  and 
Indian  Oceans.  It  must  be  remembered  that  it  was  not  till  1  lUS  that  the  route  to  the 
Indies  rid  the  Cape  of  (Jood  Hope  was  discovered.  That  via'  C-Aya  Horn,  as  we  shall  see, 
was  discovered  still  later. 

In  Hakluyt's  collection  of  voyages  a  very  curious  poem  is  reprinted,  complaining  of 
the  neglect  of  th',>  navy  in  the  time  of  Henry  YI.,  and  praising-  highly  "the  policce  of 
keeping-  the  see  in  the  time  of  the  merveillous  werriour  and  victorious  prince.  King  Henry 
the  Fift."  The  fact  is  that  for  some  little  time  the  spirit  of  maritime  adventure  seems 
to  have  slumbered,  std)se(iuent  to  the  voyages  just  recorded.  It,  however,  broke  out  in  full 
force  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  and  flourished  still  more  particularly  in  that  of  (iueen 
Elizabeth.  In  l.'):27,  "Kin<^  Henry  "N'lII.  sent  two  faire  sliips,  well  manned  and  victualled, 
liaving  in  them  divers  cunning  men,  to  seek  strange  regions,  and  so  they  set  forth  out  of 
the  Thames  the  :iOth  day  of  jMay,  in  the  10th  yeere  of  his  raigne."  This  voyage  was 
despatched  at  the  instance  of  Master  Robert  Thorne,  of  Bristol,  who,  in  his  "exhortation" 
to  the  king,  gave  "  very  weighty  and  substantial  reasons  to  set  forth  a  discoverie,  even  to 
the  North  Pole."  One  of  the  vessels  v. as  lost  "about  the  great  openings  betwei-n  the  north 
parts  of  Newfoundland  and  ^Teta  incognita,  or  Greenland,"  and  the  otlier  returned,  having 
accomplished  nought,  about  tlie  beginning-  of  October.  Hakluyt  trit-d  hard  to  discover  the 
names  of  the  vessels,  and  of  the  "cunning  men"  aboard  them.  He  could  only  learn  that 
one  of  the  ships  was  called  the  Domhuis  I'dhhinmi ,  and  that  a  wealthy  canon  of  St.  Paul's, 
a  very  scientific  person,  had  accompanied  the  expedition.  "  This,"  writes  Hakluyt,  evidently 
in  no  happy  frame  of  mind,  "  is  all  that  I  can  hitherto  learne  or  finde  out  of  this  voyage, 
by  reason  of  the  great  negligence  of  the  write.-s  of  thost-  times,  who  should  have  used  more 
cave  in  preserving    of  the   memories  of  the    worthy  actes  of  our    nation."     ^Master  Thorne 
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deserves,  however,  the  credit  of  havini^  heen  the  first  distinet  advocate  of  Polar  exploration  in 


the 


full 


seii'^e  o 


if  tlu'  term,  or,  is  at  least,  the  first  of  whom  we  have  any  reeord. 


The  f^eneral  interest  felt  in  the  subject  of  the  North-west  Passaj,^e  about  this  period 
may  he  inferred  from  the  relation  of  the  next  voya<,n',  that  of  the  TrinUif  and  Minion  in 
1530    where  several  gentlemen  of  the  Inns  of  Court  and  Chancery,  "and  divers  others  in 
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gfnod  worship,  desirous  to  see  the  strang-o  things  of  the  worhl,"  accompanied  th.e  expedition. 
Of  "sixe-seore  persons"  in  the  "two  fall  ships,"  thirty  were  private  gentlemen.  The* 
voyage  was  instigated  by  blaster  Ilore,  of  London,  "a  man  of  goodly  stature  and  of  great 
courage,  and  given  to  the  study  of  cosmograi)hie,"  and  was  directly  encouraged  by  Henry  "\'I11. 
After  a  tedious  voyage  of  two  months,  they  reached  Cape  Breton,  and  later  Penguin  Island 
and  Newfoundland,  where  they  encountered  some  of  "the  naiurall  people  of  the  count*-  > ," 
who    fled  from    them.     Tlie   history  of  this  voyage   was   given  to   Ilakhiyt  by   !Mr.   Oliver 
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Dawbcncy,  a  merchant,  who  was  one  of  the  advent invrs  on  the  Mh/lmi.  Laying-  in  a  nainoi 
of  Newfoundhiud,  their  ])rovision(5  bcyan  to  yet  very  scarce,  and  "  they  found  small  reliefe, 
more  than  that  they  had  from  the  nest  of  an  osj)rey,  that  brouyht  hourely  to  iier  yonji^  <>'reat 
plentie  of  divers  sorts  of  fishes.  But  such  was  the  laniiiie  that  increased  amongst  tiiem 
from  day  to  day,  that  they  were  forced  to  seek  to  relieve  themselves  oil'  raw  herbcs  and  rootes 
that  they  sought  on  the  main;  but  the  fa.nine  increasing,  and  the  reliefe  of  herbes  being 
to  little  purpose  to  satistlo  their  insatiable  hunger,  in  the  iieldcs  and  deserts  here  and  there, 
the  fellow  killed  his  mate  while  he  stoojicd  U)  take  up  a  route  for  liis  reliefe,  and  cutting 
out  pieces  of  his  bodie  whom  he  had  murthered,  broyled  the  same  on  the  coles  and  greedily 
devoured  tliem. 

"  By  tliis  meane  the  company  decreased,  and  the  officers  knew  not  what  had  become  of 
them  ;  and  it  fortuned  that  one  of  the  comjiany,  driven  with  hunger  to  seeke  abroade  for 
reliefe,  found  out  in  the  tieldes  the  savour  of  broyled  tiesh,  and  fell  out  with  one  for  that  he 
would  suffer  him  and  his  fellowes  to  sterve,  enjitying  plentie  as  he  thought;  and  this  matter 
growing  to  cruell  speaches,  he  that  bad  the  broyled  meate  burst  out  into  these  wordes : — 
'  If  thou  wouldest  needes  know,  the  brt)yled  meat  1  had  was  a  jiiece  of  such  a  man's  l)uttocke.' 
The  report  of  this  brought  to  the  ship,  the  captaine  found  what  had  become  of  those  that 
were  missing,  and  was  perswaded  that  some  of  them  were  neither  devoiu-ed  with  wiKlc  beastes 
nor  yet  destroyed  with  savages;  and  hereupon  he  stood  up  and  made  a  notalde  oration, 
containing  howe  much  these  dealings  offended  the  Almightie,  and  vouched  the  Scriptures 
from  first  to  last  what  God  had,  in  cases  of  distresse,  done  for  them  that  called  npon  llini, 
and  told  them  that  the  power  of  the  Almightie  was  then  no  lesse  than  in  al  former  time 
it  had  bene.  And  added,  that  if  it  had  not  pleased  God  to  have  liolpen  them  in  tlial 
distresse,  that  it  had  been  better  to  have  perished  in  body,  and  to  have  lived  everlastingly, 
than  to  have  relieved  for  a  poore  time  their  mortal  bodyes,  and  to  be  condemned  everlastingly 
both  body  and  soule  to  the  unquenchable  fire  of  hell.  And  thus  having  ended  to  tliat  effect, 
he  began  to  exhort  to  repentance,  and  besought  all  the  company  to  i>ray,  that  it  might 
please  God  to  look  upon  their  present  miserable  state,  and  for  His  owne  mercie  to  relieve 
the  same.''  The  famine  increasing,  it  was  agreed  that  they  should  cast  lots  who  should 
be  killed,  but  fortunately,  that  very  nigbt  a  French  vessel  arrived  in  that  port,  and  the 
chronicler  coolly  and  amusingly  adds,  "such  was  the  policie  of  the  English  that  they  became 
masters  of  the  same,  and  changing  ships  and  vittailing  them  they  set  sayle  to  come  into 
England."  It  is  but  just  to  the  king  to  add  that  he  terwards  recompensed  the 
Frenchmen. 

The  return  of  Sebastian  Cabot  to  England,  after  he  had  done  good  service  to  Spain  in 
various  maritime  enterprises,  was  very  much  the  cause  of  awakening  the  merchants  of  London 
to  renewed  efforts  for  discovery.  This  great  navigator  was  introduced  by  the  Duke  of 
Somerset  to  Edward  YI.,  soon  after  bis  succession  to  the  thnme,  and  the  young  king  was  so 
charmed  l)y  his  conversation  and  intelligence  that  be  created  him,  by  patent,  Pilot  ^lajor,  and 
settled  on  him  the  large  annual  pension — for  those  days — of  tlCiii  l-"5s.  Id.,  "in  consideration 
of  the  good  and  accejitable  services  done  and  to  be  done."  lie  was  also  constituted 
"  Governour  of  the  mysterie  and  comjianie  of  tlie  marchant  adventurers  for  the  discoverie  of 
regions,  dominions,  islands  and  places  unknowen."  By  his  suggestion  a  vovage  was  instituted 
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in  the  year  1553,  for  the  discovery  of  n  ii(irl/i-C(ul  pnspaj^^e  to  Ciitliaia;  and  tliroo  vessels — 
the  lioiiii  E^yiei'iima,  tlie  Kilu'iinl  Hdiiniln-nliin',  and  the  Hdiki  Cinijiilrnlia — under  Sir  Hiif^U 
VVillouyhliy,  as  cai)tain-yeneral  of  tiie  lleet,  were  made  ready  for  tlieir  eventful  voyai,'e.  So 
certain  were  the  ])ronioters  of  the  expedition  that  the  vessels  woidd  reaeh  the  Indiim  Soas,  that 
they  caused  them  to  he  sinathed  with  lead  as  a  jirotection  aji^ainst  the  worms  in  those 
waters,  which  they  understood  were  destructive  of  wooden  Imttdms,  and  this  is  helieved  to  he 
the  first  instance  of  metal  sheathiny  bein<^  used.  On  May  'Khh  the  shi])s  were  towed  to 
Gravesend,  "  tlie  mariners  heinjjf  all  aitparalled  in  watchet  or  skie-coloured  cloth,"  and  tiie 
shores  heiiifi^  thick  with  spectators.  The  exj)edition  started  with  an  amount  of  I'i'liil  whieli 
onlr.ists  sadly  with  the  events  which  followed.  Sir  Ilug-h 'Willoughliy,  with  the  whole  of 
the  merchants,  oliicers,  and  companies  of  two  of  the  shijjs,  perished  miserably  on  tlie  coast  of 
La])Iand,  from  the  effects  of  cold  and  starvation.  Their  dead  bodies  were  i'ound  the  foil  wini;' 
year  by  some  Russian 
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^Master  llicliard  ('haneelor,  the  second  in  command,  whose  vessel   had  become  separated 
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rest  of  the  scjuadron,  he  held  on  his  course  till  he  reached  a  "  very  great  bay,"  where  he  learned 
from  the  fishermen  that  their  country  was  ^Muscovy  or  Russia.  He  made  a  land  journey  of 
fifteen  hundred  miles  to  Moscow,  where  he  was  well  received,  and  from  an  abortive  attempt  at 
making'  the  north-east  p:issa<>v  spruni^  that  extensive  commerce  with  Russia  which  has 
continued,   almost  uninterruptedly,  ever  since. 

The  events  which  immediately  followed  have  little  bearing'  on  arctic  history,  excepting 
that  while  our  merchants  were  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  the  new  commerce  opening- 
to  their  vision  they  did  not  neglect  exploration.  Chancelor  and  his  companions,  on  a 
second  voyage  to  Russia,  whither  they  went  as  commissioners  to  arrange  the  treaties 
and  immunities  which  the  Czar  might  be  pleased  to  grant,  were  instructed  "to  use  all 
wayes  and  meanes  possible  to  learn  liowe  men  may  passe  from  Russia,  either  by  land  or 
sea,  to  Cathaia."  They  did  not  even  wait  the  result  of  his  voyage,  but  despatched  a  small 
vessel,  the  Serc/it/irij'l,  in  command  of  Steven  Burrowe,  for  north-eastern  discovery.  On 
the  27th  April,  la.jti,  the  vessel  being  ready  at  Gravesend,  it  was  visited  by  many  distin- 
guished ladies  and  gentlemen,  including  old  Cabot,  then  in  his  ninety-seventh  year,  who  "gave 
to  the  poore  most  liberall  almes ;  and  then,  at  the  sign  of  the  Christopher,  hee  and  his 
friends  banketted,^'  and  "entered  into  the  dance  himselFe  amongst  the  rest  of  the  young 
and  lusty  company."  The  Srir/ilhrl/l  reached  the  Cola  and  Petchora  rivers,  IN^ova  Zenibla 
(the  New  Land),  and  the  island  of  "Weigats.  In  proceeding  to  the  eastward  they  encountered 
much  ice,  in  which  they  became  entangled,  and  "  which,"  says  the  narrative,  "  was  a 
fearful  sight  to  see."  But  on  Juno  2."jth  they  met  tlieir  first  whale,  which  seems  to  have 
inspired  more  terror  even  than  the  ice.  The  account  given  of  it  is  amusing.  "On  St. 
James  his  day,  bolting  to  the  windewardes,  we  had  the  latitude  at  noon  in  seventy  degrees, 
twentie  minutes.  The  same  day,  at  a  south-west  sunne,  there  was  a  monstrous  whale 
ahoord  of  us,  so  neere  to  our  side  that  we  might  have  thrust  a  sworde  or  any  other  weapon 
in  him,  which  we  durst  not  doe  for  feare  he  should  have  overthrowen  our  shippe ;  and 
then  I  called  my  company  together,  and  all  of  us  shouted,  and  with  the  crie  that  wo  made 
lie  departed  from  us;  there  was  as  much  above  water  of  his  backe  as   the  bredth  of   our 
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pinncsse,  and  at  his  fallin^j^  (Iciuiic  lie  iiiiulo  surli  a  torriMo  iinise  in  the  wiilcr,  tliat  a  man 
would  f^Teatly  have  niarvi'lled,  oxcept  lie  liad  known  llio  cimsi'  ut'  it  ;  Imt,  (iod  l)e  llianked, 
wo  wore  (juietly  dolivcrod  ol'  liiiii."  IJiirrowc  retuinod  to  Kiiivlaiid  in  tlio  aiitiinni,  Iiavin;^; 
reacliod  in  an  eastward  direction  a  t'lU'tlier  point  tliau  any  ot"  liis  predcoessors.  Meantime, 
Clianeelor,  retuniin<>'  to  Enylaiid  in  company  witli  the  newly -ap|)ointod  Russian  andjassador, 
was  wreoked  in  I'itslijj^o  Bay,  8cotland,  the  t'ormer  losiny  his  life,  and  the  latter  being 
saved   with  dillieulty. 
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CIIAPTKR    XIII. 

K.vui.v  Akctic  Hxpkditioxs, 

Attempts  nt  tlic  N'orth-west  PassuRO— Sir  Hiimiiliroy  liilbcrfs  ailvociuy— The  oil"  IliiiiK  loft  iindoiio-Frobialicr'sKxpodilions 
—  Arctic  "  DiK^iii-*"— A  Vcrilaljle  (iolil  Kxcilcinciit  -Liiri^o  Klcct  Dcsimlclicil  Disiislcr  and  Disiiiipoliitniciit -V(iy.iK<'H 
of  Joliii  Davis  Inlerooursu  willi  tlic  Natives -His  Iteporls  coiiceriiiiiK  Wliales,  &c.  The  .MerchantH  urolised  - 
Opening  of  tlie  Wlialing  Trade    Maldonado's  Claim  to  the  I)iscovery  of  the  Nortli-wost  Passage. 

WiiiLi;  those  attempts  at  a  noi'lh-oast  passat^e  were  Iieiiii^  made,  the  north-west 
(piestion  was  by  no  moans  for^^otten.  Several  learned  men,  including  Sir  Humphrey  (jrill)ert, 
employed  their  pons  in  tiri^'uiiiy  the  practicability  oF  such  a  passii^-e.  In  his  defence  of 
such  an  atteini)t  he  spoke  of  a  friar  of  ^loxico  who  had  iictiiiiliy  iiorformod  the  journey, 
but  who,  on  telliny  it  to  the  King-  of  Portuj^al,  had  been  forbidden  to  make  it  known,  lest 
it  should  reach  England.  ^Vhatovor  the  facts  of  this  case,  some  enthusiasm  on  the  sid)je(t 
was  the  result,  and  ^Martin  Frobisher  spoke  of  it  as  t/w  one  thiny  "  left  undone."  Rut 
aIthoui,''h  he  also  persisted  in  his  advocacy,  it  took  fifteen  vcars  of  perseverance  and  constant 
ell'ort  before  he  could  find  any  one  who  wotdd  <,>'ivo  him  the  assistance  he  ncded.  At  last, 
when  hope  was  nearly  dead  within  him,  Dudley  Karl  of  "Warwick,  came  to  the  rescue, 
and  aided  him  to  lit  out  two  small  barques,  the  (inhni-l  and  the  Mir/mcl,  thirty-live  and 
thirty  tons  Inu'then  respectively.  With  those  small  craft — mere  cockle-shells  for  such  :i 
voyage — he  left  the  Thames.  As  he  passed  Greenwich  Palace>,  on  the  Stli  of  June,  1570, 
Queen  Elizabeth  waved  her  farewell  from  a  window.  Briolly,  they  roat.-hed  whtit  is  believed 
to  have  b^en  the  southern  part  of  Greenland  and  Labrador,  where  they  could  not  laud 
because  of  the  icy  field  surroundini>'  the  coast.  Sailing  to  the  northward,  Fr<d)isher  mot 
with  a  g-ig-antie  iceberg,  which  fell  in  pieces  within  their  sight,  making  as  much  noise 
as  though  a  high  clilf  had  fallen  into  the  sea.  They  saw  a  nundier  of  Estpiimanx,  and 
perhaps  the  description  given  of  them  by  the  commander  is  as  good  as  any  ever  given 
in  few  words  : — "They  be  like  to  Tartars,  with  long  black  hair,  broad  faces,  and  llatte  nose.-:, 
and  tannic  in  colour,  wearing  scale  skinnos;  and  so  doe  the  women,  not  differing  in  the 
fasluoji,  Init  the  women  are  marked  in  the  face  with  blowe  streokes  downe  the  choekiN 
and  round  about  the  eyes."  They  came  near  the  ship  timiilly,  and  after  a  while  one  of 
them  ventured  into  the  shii)'s  boat,  wdien  Frobisher  presented  him  with  a  bell  and  a  knife, 
and  sent  him  back  with  five  of  the  crew.  They  were  directed  to  land  him  apart  from 
the  spot  where  a  number  of  his  countrymen  were  assembled,  but  they  disobeyed  his  orders, 
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and    wore    seized    liv    tlie    natives,  tdiii'tlifr   with   tlie  Imat,  and   none    of   tliein    were    licurd 


Hell 


ui  more.  Keturninjj^  (o  the  sianie  spot  a  lew  ilavs  alterwanls,  (inc  ul  tlic  native  was  ehlncd 
alon^^-side  the  vessel,  wlien  Fruhisiier,  a  very  iinwerl'ul  man,  can^lii  iiim  last,  "and  iiiiukcd 
iiim  with  niaine  t'orec,  boate  and  all,  into  his  harke  imt  ul"  the  sea.  When  njpon,  whru 
he  luund  himselt'  in  captivity,  I'or  very  ehuler  and  disdaine  lie  l»it  his  tnnj^ne  in  twaine 
within  his  nmuth  ;  notwithstandinn'  he  died  not  thereof,  Imt  lived  nntil  he  eanie  to  lOn^^land, 
and    then    he    diod    oL"    eold    whieh    he    had    taken    at    sea."     With    this   "  stranj^e    iididelc'' 
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Frobisher  set  sail  for  home,  arriving-  at  Ilarwieh  on  October  2nd.  It  is  very  questionable 
whether  this,  tlio  first  of  Frobisht'r'.i  arctic  voyag-es,  would  not  have  been  his  last,  but 
fur  one  little  circumstance,  which  had  been  overlooked  until  the  return  of  the  expedition. 

Every  one  who  visits  a  strange  place  likes  to  bring  home  some  little  memento,  and 
several  of  the  men  on  this  voyage  had  collected  triiles — llowers,  moss,  grass,  pebbles,  or 
what  not.  One  of  them  had  obtained  a  \nccc  of  stone,  ''much  like  to  a  sea-cole  in  cidour," 
which  being  given  to  one  of  the  adventurer's  wives,  she  threw  it  in  the  fire,  doubtless 
to  see  whether  it  would  burn.  Whether  from  accident  or  not,  she  threw  some  vinegar 
on  it  to  (piench  the  heat,  when  "  it  glistered  with  a  bright  marquesset  of  goldo."  This 
incident  soon  became  known  abroad,  and  the  stone  was  assayed,  the  "gold  finers"  reporting 
it  to  contain  a  considerable  quantity  of  gold.      It  seems   almost  ridiculous  to    think   of    a 
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tVvcr,  a  vcritivl)Io  "  cxcitoniont,"  in  I'mincitidii  witli  Aniii'  "  iliy^^'iiis."  Nevorthcloss,  x'n>: 
next  voyiiH't!  of  l''rol)isli('r  was  in^ti^ati'd  jmrcly  i\<v  tlic  I'lirtlifr  disccivcry  ol'  tlic  iniciciis 
iiii'fal.  Uiu'cp  J'llizalietli  seems  to  have  been  infeeted  uitli  tlie  same  I'evef,  and  IV..lii>lier 
oil  takinj;'  Ids  leiivc  ul'  her  Majesty  had  the  hdiioiir  el'  kissiny  her  hand,  and  hein^-' 
disndssed  with  "  gnieioiis  cdnnteManee  and  (•(indnrtahle  words."  He  was  liirni.-hcd  with 
"one  '.  .1  ship"  of  her  Majesty's,  named  (lie  A//11.  ,  df  JMl  tons  or  sn,  and  twn  haiiini's 
of  about  thirty  tonseaeh.      On  tiie  way  north  they  observed  sunu'  enormous  ieeberys,  more 
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tlian  half  a  mile  in  eireuit,  and  seventy  to  eiifhty  fathoms  {-UO  to  ;il(l  yards)  under  water. 
The  iec  beinji^  perfectly  fresh,  Frobisher  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they  "  must  be  bredde 
in  the  sounds,  or  in  some  land  neerc  the  Pole."  It  is  now  admitted  that  icelier^^s 
properly  so  called,  are  but  the  cik/s  nf  (jhivlcrs,  broken  off.  Furthermore,  he  was  tin- 
first  to  record  that  "the  maine  sea  freeseth  not,  therefore  there  is  no  mare  f/liiriiil,-,  as 
the  opinion  hitherto  hath  bene."  They  loaded  up  with  the  ore  from  Hall's  <i:reater 
island  and  on  a  small  island  in  Frobisher's  Strait.  "All  the  sands  and  cliiVs  did  so 
glister,  and  hiul  so  bris'ht  a  marquesite,  that  it  seemed  all  to  be  gold,  but  u))on  tryall 
made  it  prooved  no  better  than  black-lead,  and  verified  the  proverbc,  'All  is  not  j^'old  tluit 
glistereth.' "  We  shall  sec  that  it  was  only  iron  pyrites,  a  suljihurct  of  iron.  They 
also  professed  to  have  found  on  another  island  a  mine  of  silver,  and  more  g-cld 
ore. 
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On  this  f\|i(>iliti((U  thoy  liiitl  sev(M'iil  iiltiTcations  with  the  iiativts,  and  in  one  skiimis\i 
ill  Vdikc  Sound  kilh^l  tivo  or  six  of  tliom.  It  is  said  that  they  ruiind  hero  snnic  ol"  tho 
iippaivl  of  their  live  nnl'drtunati'  ((jnipanions  who  had  heen  seized  the  jirevions  year  I)y 
tlic  natives.  By  means  ot"  two  eaiitives  tliey  hronyht  ahout  some  degree  ok'  intercourse 
with  tile  Ksipiimaux,  and  left  a  letter,  understandiiiii^  tiiat  their  own  sailors  were  still  alive, 
hut  they  were  never  more  seen,  llavini;'  loaded  with  ahout  ~()l)  tons  of  the  supjiosed  o-ujd 
ore,  they  set  sail  for  l']nirland,  where  they  arrived  safely,  to  the  ;^reat  deli;;'ht  of  the  (jiieen 
and  court,  who  considered  that  there  wero  now  jfreat  hopes  of  riehes  and  jirolit.  It  was 
(Irterniined  that  a  Ihird  expedition  should  he  despatciied  the  l'ollowin<^  year  (laTS). 

The  Meet  on  this  occasion  consisted  of  no  less  than  fil'teen  vessels.  One  hundred  persona 
were  taken  to  form  a  settlement  and  remain  there  the  complete  year,  keei)injy  three  of  the 
vessels  for  their  own  nsr  ;  the  others  were  to  hrinj^  hack  earjjoes  of  the  ore.  Frohisher 
was  aj)pointel  admiral  and  iceneral.  From  first  to  last  the  voyage  was  disastrous.  In  the 
straits  named  after  Frohisher,  one  of  tlieir  larger  hanpies  struck  so  violently  on  a  mass  of  ice 
that  she  sank  in  sight  of  the  whole  lleet,  and  although  all  tho  people  on  hoard  were  saved, 
a  i>art  of  the  house  intended  for  the  settlers  went  down  with  the  wreck.  A  violent  storm 
next  ensued,  which  disjiersed  the  lleet,  some  of  the  vessels  heing  llxed  in  tho  ice  of  the 
strait,  others  l>eing  swept  away  to  sea.  It  was  a  severe  season,  and  they  \vere  hewildercd 
hy  fogs,  snow,  and  mist.  After  many  perils,  a  large  part  of  tho  lleet  assemhled  in  the 
(V)unt('ss  of  AVarwick's  Sound,  when  a  council  was  held.  It  was  at  first  determined  to 
plant  the  colony  on  the  adjoining  island,  hut  on  examination  so  much  of  the  wooden  house 
was  missing,  and  so  gnvat  u  (juantity  of  the  stores  and  provisions  wero  on  the  ships 
which  had  jiarted  ci)mpany,  that  the  idea  was  ahaudoued.  ''  A  groat  hlack  island,^'  where 
so  much  hlack  ore  was  found  that  it  "  niio-lit  suflice  all  the  goiil  gluttons  of  the  world," 
was  discovered  hy  one  of  the  ca})tains,  an  I  was  named  alter  him,  "  Host's  Blessing."  It  was 
at  length  decided  that  each  captain  should  load  his  ship  with  ore  and  set  homewards. 
The  tli'ct  arrived  in  England  on  or  ahout  Octid)er  1st,  having  lost  some  forty  persons.  The 
ore  heing  now  carefidly  examined  proved  worthless  pyrites;  and  the  Arctic  gold  mines 
seem  to  have  ])roved  a  "fizzle"  as  great  as  any  of  the  worst  which  have  succeeded  them. 
One  Michael  Lok,  who  had  advanced  money  and  hecome  security  for  Frohisher,  was  ruined, 
and  cast  into  the  Fleet  prison.  One  of  the  accounts  mentions  the  fact  that  when  the  ore 
was  first  examined,  one  of  the  assayers,  "  hy  coaxing  nature,  as  ho  privately  admitted  to 
^Michael  Lok,"  jinli'iuli'd  to  make  the  discovery  of  its  precious  <pialities.  It  seems  that  the 
Master  of  tho  Mint  had  reported  on  it  adversely;  but  the  favourable  o[)iniou  of  others 
and  the  lust  for  wealth  overcame  all  reason  and  judgment,  until  cpieeu,  courtiers,  and 
subjects  were  sobered  by  the  complete  disapi)ointmeut,  which  ended  all  further  search  for  tho 
time.  Frohisher  did  good  service  for  his  country  afterwards,  and  fought  with  such  bravery 
against  the  Spanish  Armada  that  he  was  knighted.  He  died  from  the  effect  of  a  shot- 
wound   received  at  the  assault  of  Croyson,  during  the  war  with   Henry  IV.  of  France. 

The  disastrous  voyage  of  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  with  its  melancholy  termination,  has  been 
already  described;  but  the  merchants  of  London  and  elsewhere,  being  still  jjcrsuaded  "of  the 
likelyhood  of  the  di.scoverie  of  the  north-west  passage,"  only  two  years  later  subscribed  for 
fresh  attempts.     John  Davis — a  name  inseparably  associated  with  arctic  cnteri)rise — received 
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llic  npixmitinciit  of  cnptniii  luul  chief  pilot  of  tlic  new  cxpt'ditiDii.  Two  siiiiill  'cssols,  llw 
Siiiin/tiiii'  aiitl  Mixiiix/iiiii',  wciv  t'in[>loycil,  and  on  niic  of  tlicm  four  iimsiciiuis  were  lukiii. 
Tlicy  left  Dartmouth  on  tlic  7th  of  Jinio,  Ij^'O,  and  on  the  I'.Uii  of  July  were  otV  the 
west  coast  of  (ircfidand,  where  they  noted  "a  nii<,''lity  yreat  roariiitf  of  the  hcm,"  which 
wns  found  to  proceed  from  the  "  rowlinjif  too-cthcr  of  islands  of  ice,"  As  tliey  procLvded 
northward,  the  fof^-,  which  had  hampered  their  movements,  ciearini;'  away,  they  ohx'rvfd 
"a  rocky  and  mountainous  land,  in  form  of  a  siiyar-lnaf,"  its  smnmit,  cuvercil  with  snow, 
appearing,'',  as  it  were,  ahove  the  clouds.  The  aspect  of  all  around  was  so  uninviting 
that  Davis  named  it  "The  Land  of  Desolation,"  He  could  not  land  there,  owini^'  to 
the  coast  lee,  and  after  sunthy  explorations  to  the  southward,  and  a^^iin  to  tin-  north- 
westward, discovered  an  archiiu'laj^'o  of  islands,  "  aniony  which  were  many  free  sounds, 
and  Lj'ood  roads  for  shijipiuf,'',"  to  whi<'h  he  "^ave  the  title  of  (Jilhert's  Snuiul.  Here  a 
nudtitude  of  natives  approached  in  their  canoes,  on  which  the  musicians  bej^an  to  perform, 
and  the  sailors  to  dance  and  make  siij'us  of  friendship.  This  delin'hted  the  "  salvages," 
and  the  sailors  ohtaiued  from  them  almost  whatever  they  wished — canoes,  clothiui^-,  hows, 
and  native  implements.  After  other  explorations  they  reached  a  line  open  passa^'c 
(Cuniherland  Strait)  between  Frobisher's  Arehipelaf^'o  and  the  laml  now  called  ("umlier- 
land's  Island,  entirely  free  from  ice,  "and  the  water  of  the  colour,  nature,  and  i|ualiiy 
of  the  main  ocean."  They  proceeded  up  it  a  distance  of  sixty  leagues,  when  they  found 
a  cluster  of  islands  in  the  middle  of  the  passa^'i',  and  the  weather  lieinj;-  bad  aid  the 
season  late,  they,  alter  a  week's  further  stay,  determined  to  sail  for  Knoland,  where  they 
arrived  safely  on   Sej)tend)er  •'Mltli. 

The  reports  j^iven  by  Davis  respecting"  the  vast  number  of  whales  and  .seals  oliserved, 
and  the  jjeltries  to  be  obtained  from  the  l']st]uimaux,  aroused  the  cntcrpris(!  of  (he 
merchants,  and  several  i)ersons  in  Exeter  and  other  jiarts  of  the  West  of  i']ni."land 
coml)iued  to  add  a  tr.idinff  ves.sel,  the  Mi'mmitl,  of  one  hunchvd  and  twenty  tons,  to 
those  whieii  had  been  emjiloyed  the  previous  .season.  Davis  again  reached  th(>  west 
coast  of  Greenhuid,  where  much  intercourse  was  held  with  the  natives,  who  came  olT  to 
the  vessels  sometimes  in  as  many  as  one  "hundred  canoes  at  a  time  .  .  .  brino'inn" 
with  them  scale  skiunes,  stagj,''e  skinnes,  white  hares,  scale  fish,  samon  peale,  smal  cod, 
dry  caplin,  with  other  fish,  and  birds  such  as  the  country  did  yield."  The  natives  do 
not  seem  to  have  made  ([uite  so  favourable  an  impression  as  on  the  former  occasion,  and 
were  described  as  thievish  and  mischievous,  i)rone  to  steal  evcrytliinj;  on  which  they  could 
lay  their  hands.  After  some  remarks  on  their  diet,  we  are  yravely  informed  that  they 
"drink  salt  water,"  and  eat  ^■rass  and  ice  as  luxuries.  They  were  found  to  be  extremely 
nimble  and  strong',  and  fond  of  leaping  and  wrestling,  in  which  they  beat  the  best  of 
the  crew,  who  were  west-eomitry  wrestlers.  In  the  middle  of  Jidy  the  adventurous 
navigators  were  alarmed  at  the  appearance  of  a  most  "  mighty  and  strange  (juantity  of  yee 
in  one  entire  masse,"  so  large  that  Davis  was  afraid  to  mention  its  dimensions,  let  he 
shoidd  not  l»e  believed.  The  same  modesty  and  difhdence  has  not  been  observed,  to  any 
marked  degree,  in  the  narratives  of  most  modern  voyagers  and  travellers  !  They  coasted 
the  ice  till  the  end  of  July,  and  the  cold  was  so  severe,  even  in  this  month,  that  the  shrouds, 
ropes,  and  sails  were  frozen,   and  the  air  was  loaded  with  a  thick  fog.     Sickness  prevailed 
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uiuoiii,''  tlic  men,  and  tlicy  coninicnn'd  tn  inurniiir.  Tlicy  "ntlvisfd  tlu'ir  <ii|ttiiin,  tlimujrli 
liJH  ovi'rliiildnt'M^,  lint  to  Ifuvf  llicir  widows  iind  I'litliciliss  iliililrcii  to  ^rivc  Itini  liittiT 
furHcw."  lie  tlicrcl'on'  left  tlic  Mmihiii/  to  rcniain  wliiTf  slw  was,  in  rciidiiu'ss  to  ri'lurn, 
while  with  tlie  Monini/iiiii'  he  would  proceed  ronnd  the  ice,  Davis  niaile  tic'Venil  di«eoveriu!i 
of  8()ino  o'eoyraphical  importance,  and  thonoht  that  oil"  the  Laluador  eoaHt,  in  latitude 
r>l-^  N.,  he  had  actually  discovered  the  openin;^  to  the  north-west  passaj^e.  Two  ol'  his 
vessels,  the  Sinix/iinr  and  Surt/i  Shir,  had  lieen  tli'spatchcd  previously  to  week  ii  passatjo 
northward,  lietwoeii  (rreeidand  and  lirland,  as  far  as  latitude  SO".  They  proceeded  some 
little  distan<e  north,  Leino-  much  hampered  i)y  the  ici-,  hut  in  ell'eet  accomplislieJ  iiothinH'. 
The  latter  vessel  was   lost  on   the   passage   home. 


MAKTl.N    IKDlllMllilt. 


The  second  voyag-o  of  Davis  had  not  been  partieularly  j)rosperous  either  as  ro'ij'ards 
commerce  or  discovery,  hut  his  j)ersistenoy  and  ])ersevorance  induced  tin;  merchants  to 
despateli  a  third  e.\i)e(lition  in  1.0S7.  On  this  voyaye  ho  proceeded  as  far  north  as  T-'J", 
and  discovered  the  strait  which  now  ])cars  his  name.  The  merchant  adventurers  w(nild 
doubtless  have  continued  these  voyages,  even  in  i)art  for  discovery,  had  they  been  reasonably 
profitable.  JJut  althou^'li  Davis  tried  very  zealously  to  persuade  them,  they  now  declined  most 
absolutely.  We  iind  him  eiy;ht  years  after  a])iiealino-  for  the  same  ol)ject  to  Her  Majesty's 
I'rivy  Council  in  a  little  work  entitled,  "The  Worlil'V  ilydro^raiihicall  Discription,"  a 
book  of  which  it  is  believed  there  are  not  over  three  copies  in  existence.  Amony  the 
lieadings  to  the  various  divisions  is  one  to  this  clTect :  "  That  under  the  Pole  is  the  g'reatest 
place  of  difjnitie."  Davis  made  no  more  arctic  voyages^  but  was  employed  by  the 
Dutch  in  the  East  Indian  service. 
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"While  there  are  so  many  well-authenticated  voyages  to  record,  we  shall  not  be  blamed 
if  those  of  a  doubtful  nature  are  here  omitted.  The  so-called  voyage  of  Maldonado.  in 
which  he  claimed  to  have  effected  a  north-west  passage  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacitie 
in  15S8,  and  back  again  the  following  year,  is  universally  discredited,  and  the  narrative 
bears  every  indication  of  being  an  utter  forgery.  The  genuine  voyage  of  Juan  de  Fuca,  in 
1592,  who,  while  searching  for  the  same  imaginary  "Straits  of  Auian,"  of  which  !Mal- 
donado  wrote,  discovered  the  straits  which  now  bear  his  own  name,  belongs  properly  to 
voyages  in  the  Pat  ific  Ocean,  and  will  be  considered  in  its  i)lace. 


CHAPTER    XIV. 

North-eastern  VoyaRos  of  the  Dutch— Barents  reaches  Nova  Zcinlilii  -Adventures  ^vitll  tlie  Polar  Benra— Tjirfce  Trailing 
Kxpcdition  organised— Faihire  of  the  Venture— Howard  oHVreil  for  t\n'-  Discovery  of  a  Norlh-casi  Passage- 'I'liinl 
Voyage— Dangers  of  tin;  Ice— Forced  to  Winter  on  Nova  Zenibla  Kreilioii  of  a  House  -  Intense  Cold— I'hilosoidiici.l 
Dutchmen- Attacks  from  Bcui-s- Hctiirning  .Spring-  Tlie  Vessel  abandoned- Preparations  for  a  Start — Tho 
Company  cnfeel)led  and  doun-heurteil -Voyage  of  1,700  miles  in  two  small  Boats- Dcalli  of  Barents  and  .\drianson 
—Perils  of  Arcti(!  Navigation  — Knclosed  in  the  Ice— Death  of  u  St^ailor-Meeling  with  Russians -.\rrival  in  Lapland 
—Home  once  more    Discovery  of  the  Barents  Belies  by  Carlscn— Voyages  of  Adams,  Weymouth,  Hall,  and  Knight. 

"TuK  True  and  Perfect  Description  of  Three  Voyages,  so  strange  and  woonderfull  that  the  like 
hath  nener  been  heard  of  before,^'  albeit  bearing  a  somewhat  sensational  title,  is  by  a  long 
way  the  most  complete  of  early  Arctic  narratives.  The  work  is  a  translation,  by  one  William 
Phillip,  from  the  Dutch  of  Gerrit  de  A'ecr,  and  describes  three  voyages  undertaken  l>y  the 
Hollanders  towards  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century,  with  the  view  of  reaching  China  by  a 
north-east  jiassage.  The  narrative  of  the  last  expedition  in  particular,  during  the  progress  of 
which  they  met  with  so  many  disasters,  were  obliged  to  spend  ten  months  in  the  inhosjiitable 
region  of  Nova  Zcmbla,  al)andon  their  vessel,  antl  make  their  homeward  vovage  of  sevt'nteen 
hundred  miles  in  two  small  open  boats  through  all  the  jierils  of  tlie  Arctic  seas,  will  be 
found  most  interesting.  Our  account  is  compiled  from  the  edition  edited  by  Dr.  Beke,  antl 
issued  by  the  Hakluyt  Society. 

In  the  year  1591  the  United  Provinces  determined  to  send  out  an  expedition  in  the  hopes 
of  finding  a  northern  route  to  China  and  India.  The  'H  "■  of  Amsterdam  contributed  two 
vessels:  Zeelandt  and  Enkhuysen  one  each.  "Willem  Barents*,  "a  notable,  skillfull,  and  wise 
pilote,"  represented  Amsterdam,  while  the  other  vessels  were  respectively  commanded  by 
Cornelis  Cornelison  and  Brand  Ysbrants.  The  vessels  left  the  Texel  on  June  5th,  and  soon 
after  separated.  Following  first  tbj  fortunes  of  Cornelison  and  Ysbrants,  we  lind  that  they 
reached  Lapland  on  the  )l'-h\\,  and,  proceeding  eastvt-ard,  found  the  weather  in  the  middle  of 
July  as  hot  as  in  Holland  during  the  dog  days,  and  the  mostjuitoes  extremely  troublesome. 
Reaching  Waigatz  Island  they  met  enormous  quantities  of  drift-wood,  which  was  also  piled  up 
on  the  shores.  Passing  the  soiithern  end  of  the  island,  they  observed  three  or  four  hundred 
wooden   idols,  men,  women,  and  children,  their   faces   generally  turned   eastward.      Sailing 

♦  The  full  name  of  this  navigator  is  AVillcm  zoon  Barents,  or  Barcntz,  i.e.,  AVilliani.  the  son  of  Barents.    Tho 
ulilireviatcd  form,  however,  has  always  been  adopted  of  late. 
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through  Waigatz  Strait,  they  found,  and  were  much  impeded  by,  large  quantities  of  floating 
ice;  hiter  they  reached  an  oj^en  sea  perfectly  clear  of  it.  Tlie  land  to  the  southward  was  in 
sight,  and  trended  apparently  to  tlie  south-east.  Without  more  ado  they  concluded  that  they 
had  discovered  an  open  passage  round  Northern  Asia  to  China,  and  turned  the;'"  vessels'  bows 
homewards,  in  order  to  be  the  first  to  bring  the  good  news  to  Holland.  Meanwhile,  Barents,  in 
the  3L.'Kse>iffi'r,  crossed  the  White  Sea,  and  eventually  made  the  west  coast  of  Nova  Zembia, 
proceeding  thence  northwards,  and  naming  several  headlands  and  islands.  About  latitude 
77"  25'  they  encountered  an  immense  field  of  ice,  of  whicli  they  could  see  no  end  from 
the  mast-head,  and  they  had  to  turn  back.  After  becoming  entimgled  in  drift-ice,  and 
exi)eriencing  misty,  cold,  and  tempestuous  weather,  the  crew  began  to  murmur,  and  then 
refused  positively  to  proceed.  On  the  homeward  voyage,  after  they  had  arrived  at  Maltfloe 
and  Delgoy  Islands,  they  met  the  other  ships,  the  commanders  of  which  were  jubilant  with 
the  idea  that  they  had  discovered  the  North-east  Passage.  At  all  events,  on  their  return,  the 
reports  given  by  them  were  so  favourably  considereil,  that  preparations  were  immediately 
made  for  a  second  expedition. 

Near  one  of  the  islands  off  the  coast  of  Nova  Zembia  Barents  and  a  boat-load  of  his 
men  were  almost  swamped  by  an  enormous  white  she-bear,  which  they  had  wounded,  and 
secured  by  a  rope.  The  animal,  in  its  pain  and  fury,  more  than  seconded  their  efforts  to 
get  it  on  board — for  they  had  fancied  that  they  might  take  her  alive  to  Holland — and  a 
l^anic  ensued.  Fortunately  the  rope  caught  round  a  rung  or  hook  of  the  rudder,  and  oi'o 
of  the  bolder  men  then  struck  her  into  the  water.  Tlie  rest  immediately  got  to  their  oars 
and  rowed  so  rapidly  to  the  ship,  that  the  bear  was  pretty  well  half  drowned  by  the  time 
they  arrived  there,  and  she  was  easily  despatched.  De  Veer,  the  principal  historian  of  these 
voyages,  gives  us  some  graphic  descriptions  of  the  walrus.  A  female  walrus  almost  succeeded 
in  swamping  one  of  tlie  boats,  as  Madam  Bruin  had  before,  but  fled  when  a  good  round 
volley  of  Dutch  execrations  was  leveUed  at  her.  Some  of  the  men,  tempted  by  the  ivory 
tusks  apparently  within  their  easy  reach,  went  ashore  with  the  intention  of  killing  some 
of  these  animals,  but  the  sea-horses  "  brake  all  their  hatchets,  curtle-axes,  and  pikes  in 
pieces,"  and  they  could  not  kill  any  of  them,  but  succeeded  in  performing  dentistry  on  a 
rough  scale  by  knocking  out  some  of  their  teeth.  The  resemblance  of  the  front  part  of 
the  head  of  a  yoimg  walrus  to  a  human  face  has  been  often  remarked,  and,  as  we  shall  here- 
after show,  has  had  much  to  do  with  sailors'  stories  concerning  mermaids  and  mermen. 
More  than  once  has  the  cry,  "  A  man  overboard ! "  been  caused  by  the  sudden  appearance 
of  the  head  of  a  young  walrus  above  the  water  near  a  ship's  side. 

The  second  expedition  consisted  of  seven  vessels  :  six  laden  with  wares,  merchandise, 
and  money,  and  factors  to  act  as  traders ;  the  seventh,  a  small  pinnace,  was  to  accompany 
the  rest  for  part  of  the  voyage,  and  bring  back  news  of  the  proceedings.  These  extensive 
preitarations  were  rendered  nearly  useless  by  the  dilatoriness  of  those  who  had  the  matter  in 
hand.  The  vessels  did  not  leave  the  Texel  till  July  2nd,  1505,  nor  reach  ^wv-a  Zembia 
before  the  middle  of  August.  The  coasts  of  that  island  wei'e  found  to  be  unapproachable 
on  account  of  the  ice.  In  few  words,  they  returned  to  Holland,  having  accomplished 
little  or  nothing. 

When  off  Waigatz  some  of  the  men  had  landed  to  search  for  supposed  precious  stones, 
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which  they  fondly  behoved  were  diamonds,  but  which  were  doubtless  pieces  of  rock  crystal. 
As  two  of  the  men  were  taking  a  little  rest,  a  "  j^reat  leane  white  beare "  suddenly  stole 
upon  them,  and  caught  one  fast  by  the  neck.  The  other,  seeing'  the  cause,  ran  away. 
"The  beare,"  says  the  quaint  narrative,  "at  the  first  faling  upon  the  man,  bit  his  head 
in  sunder,  and  suckt  out  his  blood,"  whereupon  some  twenty  of  the  men  ran  to  the  place, 
and  charged  the  animal  with  their  pikes  and  muskets.  Ih'uin,  nothing  daunted,  seized 
another  of  the  men  and  tore  him   iu   pieces,  the   rest,  seized   with   terror,  running   away. 


NOVA    ZEMIILA,    SHfnVINO    THE    Rdt'TF.    TAKEN    IIV    )IAUENT>    ANI>    HIS    I()I.I.O\VEIi> 
(Ajtcr  an  Authentic  M('ii  maiii'  (>!/  Gcnit  de  Voir.) 
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A  number  of  sailors,  seeing  all  this,  immediately  came  on  shore,  and  a  second  charge  was 
made.  Many  shots  were  fired,  ])ut  missed  ;  at  length  the  i)urser  shot  the  animal  between 
the  eyes,  when  she  began  to  stagger.  Two  of  the  men  broke  their  axes  over  her,  and 
yet  she  would  not  leave  the  bodies  of  their  comrades.  At  length  one  of  them  (succeeded 
in  stunning  her  with  a  well-directed  blow,  and  then  cut  her  throat. 

On  the  return  of  the  second  expedition  from  a  voyage  so  fruitless,  the  General  States 
of  the  United  Provinces  declined  to  repeat  the  experiment,  but  offered  a  large  reward  to 
any  one  who  might  make  it  "apparant  that  the  sayd  passage  was  to  be  sayled."  The 
merchants  of  Amsterdam  thereupon  prci)ared  two  vessels,  and  selected  mostly  single  men 
for  their  crews,  i.e.,  men  unhampered  by  family  ties,  offering  them  great  rewards  if  the 
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objects  they  sought  were  accdmiilislieil.  One  of  the  vessels  was  commanded  by  Jacob 
Ileemskerke  llendrickson,  tlie  master  ol' the  second  beiiiy  Cornelisou  Kijp;  Harents  was 
appointed  chief  pilot.  The  exjiedition  sailed  from  Amsterdaui  on  May  KHh,  15U(i,  and 
on  June  1st  was  in  a  latitude  hiyh  enouyh  to  have  no  niyht.  On  tho  Ith,  in  lat.  7P, 
they  (jbservod  two  parahelia,  or  mock  suns,  which  are  thus  described  in  the  narrative  : — "  On 
each  side  of  the  sunne  there  was  another  sunne  and  tw(j  raine-bowes,  that  past  deanc 
thorow  the  three  sunnes,  and  then  two  raine-bowes  more,  the  one  compassinsj  round  about 
the  sunnes,  and  the  other  crosse  thorow  the  great  rundle."     On  the  5th  they  fell  iu  with 


MlUK    MNS,    SKKN    l)X    THE    ITU    JINE,    1596,    BY    llAUEXTS    AXP    HIS    rol.I.UWKKS. 
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the  first  floating  ice,  which  at  a  distance  they  mistook  for  white  swans,  and  on  the  7th 
they  were  in  lat.  71°,  sailing  through  the  ice  "as  if  betwcene  two  lands."  They  found 
(piantities  of  the  eggs  of  rod  geese  on  an  island.  The  narrator  makes  these  birds,  when 
flying  away,  cry  out  "Rot,  rot,  rot"  (red),  as  though  describing  themselves.  They  also 
killed  several  bears,  one  of  which  they  pursued  in  their  boats  while  "  fonro  glasses  were 
run  out  (/.'".,  for  two  hours),  for  their  weapons  seemed  powerless  to  do  her  hurt.  One  of 
the  men  struck  her  with  an  axe,  which  stuck  fast  in  her  back,  and  with  which  she  swam 
away.  They  followed,  and  at  length  a  well-directed  blow  split  her  skull."  They  apjiear 
to  have  been  much  hampered  in  proceeding  further  north  from  the  constantly  accumulating 
ice.  By  their  latitude  at  this  time  they  were  near  Amsterdam  Island,  on  which  is  that 
cape  or  foreland  since  so  well  known  to  whalers  as  Ilakhiyt's  Headland.     On  July  1st  the 
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commaiulcrs  mutually  a^nrcd  to  part  (.•inniiaiiy  :  Coniclisnu  Hijp,  who  now  disaii])i'ais  t'min 
the  scene,  beiny  of  oitinion  that  by  sailini;'  Iiark  to  Siiitzherycn,  whicli  they  had  just  lelt, 
he  would  lind  a  jiassaye  near  its  east  side;  while  Barents  favoured  an  eastward  course  in 
a  lower  iiarallel,  and  steered  for  Waij^Mtz  Strait  and  Nova  Zcnihla,  whieh  latter  lie  rcaclHMJ 
on  July  17th.  As  far  as  the  iee  woidil  jierniit  they  stood  to  the  northwards,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  first  week  of  Auyust  doubled  Point  Nassau,  where,  the  wind  heiiii,''  eontrarv, 
they  made  the  ship  fast  to  an  ieehery-,  thirty-six  fathoms  (:ilti  feet)  under  water,  and 
sixteen  fathoms   (!)(i  feet)   above  it.     This  bery  suddeuly,  without  warning,  broke  up:  "with 
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one  <>reat  craeke  it  burst  into  foure  hiindred  pieces  at  the  hnist."  Ships  have  often  been 
overwhelmed  in  this  manner.  Ice  in  ail  forms  now  surrounded  flieni ;  the  ship's  rudder 
was  smashed  to  pieces,  and  their  boat  crushed  like  a  nutshell,  while  a  similar  fate  was 
expected  constantly  for  the  vessel  herself,  which  had  become  nuich  strained.  They  had 
eipially  to  give  up  all  hopes  of  proceeding  or  returning  that  season,  and  with  great 
difliculty  they  got  to  the  west  side  of  a  harbour  on  Nova  Zend^la,  named  by  them  Ice 
Haven.  Here,  as  we  shall  see,  they  had  \'>  pass  a  lon;^'  winter,  under  circumstances  of 
great  hardshij)  and  danger. 

On  August  :^7th  the  ice  drove  with  great  force  on  tlie  ship's  bows,  and  lifted  her 
up  several  feet.  They  feared  tliat  she  must  be  capsized.  Shortly  afterwards  the  shi]i  burst 
out  of  the  ice,  "  with  such  a  noyse  and  so  great  a  crack  ''  tliat  all  on  board  feared  tlieir 
last   hour  was    come.       On    the   •'JUth,   during   a   heavy   snow-storm  and  boisterous   weather, 
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tlio  ice  masses  commenced  driving  and  <>Tinding  together  with  greater  i:orce  than  Ix-foro; 
tlie  ship  was  Hrted  up  bodily,  almost  upright,  and  then  dashed  into  the  water  again.  We 
cannot  wonder  to  learn  that  the  hairs  of  their  heads  also  stood  "  vpright  with  i'eare " 
amid  such  scenes. 

And  so  it  went  on  from  day  to  day,  the  vessel  being  strained  and  cracked  in  many 
places,  and  leaking  badly.  On  September  5th  they  held  a  council,  and  determined  to 
commence  the  work  of  removing  the  stores  ashore.  They  carried  olf  their  old  foresail, 
and  "  other  furniture "  on  land  to  make  a  tent  ;  i)owder,  load,  muskets,  with  bread  and 
wine,  and  some  tools  to  mend  their  boat.  "The  11  of  September,"  says  the  narrative, 
"  it  was  caline  wether,  and  8  of  vs  went  on  land,  euery  man  armed,  to  see  if  that  were 
tiue,  as  our  other  three  companions  had  said  that  there  lay  wood  about  the  riuer  j  for  that 
seeing  we  had  so  long  wound  and  turned  about,  sometime  in  the  iee,  and  then  againe 
got  out,  ard  thereby  were  compelled  to  alter  our  coiu'se,  and  at  last  saw  that  we  could  not 
get  out  of  the  ice,  but  rather  became  faster,  and  could  not  loose  our  ship,  as  at  other 
times  we  had  done,  as  also  that  it  began  to  be  winter,  we  took  counsell  together  what 
we  were  best  to  doe  according  to  the  time  that  we  might  winter  there,  and  attend  such 
aduenturo  as  God  would  send  vs ;  and  after  we  had  debated  vpon  the  matter,  to  keepe 
and  defend  our  selues  both  from  tlie  cold  and  the  wild  beasts,  we  determined  to  build  a 
house  vpon  the  land  to  keep  vs  therein  as  well  as  we  could,  and  so  to  commit  ourselues 
vnto  the  tuition  of  God."  As  they  had  little  wood  on  board,  and  there  were  no  trees 
on  land,  they  were  most  rejoiced  when  they  found  "  certaine  trees,  roots  and  all,"  which 
had  been  driven  upon  the  shore  (drift-wood,  probably,  brought  down  by  one  of  the  great 
rivers  of  Asiatic  Siberia,  floated  out  to  sea,  and  deposited  on  the  shores  of  Nova  Zembla). 
"  We  were  much  comforted,"  says  the  narrator,  "  being  in  good  hoi)e  that  God  would 
show  vs  some  further  fauour;  for  that  wood  serued  vs  not  onely  to  build  our  house,  but 
also  to  burne  and  seruo  vs  all  the  winter  long ;  otherwise,  without  all  doubt,  we  had  died 
there  miserably  with  extreame  cold." 

The  party  as  it  now  stood  consisted  of  seventeen  persons,  of  whom  one,  the  carpenter, 
who  of  all  could  least  be  spared  at  this  juncture,  died  towards  the  end  of  September, 
and  another  was  ])rostrated  with  sickness.  They  had  to  haul  the  wood  in  sledges  for  a 
considerable  distance  over  ice  and  snow,  and  it  was  so  intensely  cold  that  the  skin  was 
often  taken  off  their  hands  and  faces.  "  As  wee  put  a  naile  into  our  mouthes,"  says 
De  Aero  "  (as  carpenters  use  to  do)  there  would  ice  ha  ^  thereon  when  wee  took  it  out 
againe,  and  make  the  blcjud  follow."  The  i)rosent  writer  saw  precisely  the  same  thing 
ha])pen  more  than  once  at  a  Russian  trading  pcjst  in  Alaska  some  years  ago,  and  knows  well 
what  it  is  to  have  his  own  mouth  and  nostrils  nearly  frozen  up  by  the  breath  congealing 
about  the  moustache,  lips,  &c.,  more  especially  when  camped  in  the  "  ojjcu  "  at  night. 
These  good  Dutchmen  seem  to  have  been  most  resigned  and  philosophical  during  "  their 
cold,  comfortlesse,  darke,  and  dreadful  winter,"  determining  to  make  the  best  of  their 
hard  lot.  The  narrative  of  De  N'eer  is  told  in  a  jdain,  unvarnished,  and  manly  style,  and, 
as  Dr.  Beke  *  has  well  remarked,  "  we  may  perceive  that  the  reliance  of  himself  and  his 
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ciimniclos  on  the  Almighty  was  nut  less  linn  or  sinoero  bccanso  His  name  was  not  in- 
cossanlly  on  their  lii)s.  Cheerfulness,  and  even  iroquent  hilarity,  eould  not  i'ail  to  ho 
the  eoneomitanta  of  so  wholesome  a  tone  of  mind." 

On  September  loth  two  hears  made  their  appearanee,  and  f  here  was  jifreat  exeitement, 
the  men  beiny  anxious  to  shoot  them.  A  tub  or  barrel  of  salt  beet'  was  standinj^-  on  the 
ice  near  the  shij),  and  one  of  the  bears  i)ut  his  head  into  it  to  yet  out  a  joint  of  the  meat. 
Hut  "she  fared  therewith,"  says  the  narrator,  "as  the  dog  did  with  ye  puddinjj^;*  for  as 
she  was  snatching  at  the  beefe  she  was  shot  into  the  head,  wherewith  she  fell  downe  dead 
and  nouer  stirM  (there  we  saw  a  curious  sight)  ;  the  other  beare  stood  still,  and  lokt 
vi)on  her  fellow  (as  if  wondering  why  she  remained  so  motionless),  and  when  she  had 
sto'"'"  good  while  she  smelt  her  fellow,  and  perceiuing  that  she  lay  still  and  was  dead, 
she  .       'vway,  and  all  puvsu      .■       vain." 

Ac  length  their  house  was  completed  j  it  had  been  built  partly  from  the  drift-wood, 
and  partly  from  the  deck  timbers  and  other  portions  of  the  ship.  The  original  illustratii)n, 
a  very  (piaint  picture,  shows  the  lire  in  the  middle  of  the  Hooi*,  and  a  large  chimney 
immediately  over  it.  In  other  illustrations  in  De  Acer's  works  the  chimney  is  surmounted 
by  a  barrel,  which  served  the  same  purj)ose  for  the  "look  out"  as  the  "crow's  nest"  of 
observatory  in  modern  Arctic  vessels.  An  oil  lamp  swung  in  the  centre  of  the  room,  and 
a  large  bench,  with  divisions,  served  for  resting  places  by  night.  The  old  Dutch  clock, 
the  works  of  which  became  frozen  during  the  winter,  is  shown  hanging  on  the  wall,  while 
the  large  twelve-hour  sand-glass,  which  replaced  it,  is  also  included.  A  large  wine-vat 
or  barrel,  standing  on  end,  requires  explanation.  It  was  used  as  a  vapour  or  steam  bath, 
a  hole  in  the  side  being  cut  both  for  air  and  as  a  door  or  opening  for  ingress  or  egress. 
The  steam  was  in  all  probability  made  by  placing  hot  stones  in  a  small  quantity  of  water 
at  the  bottom  of  the  barrel.  The  writer  has  in  Alaska  (formerly  Russian  America)  often 
used  a  steam  bath  of  a  construction  almost  as  ])riniitive,  where  in  a  small  room  the  required 
vapour  was  raised  by  throwing  water  on  a  little  furnace  or  tire-place,  built  of  stones,  which 
were  kept  at  a  white  heat  by  a  lire  inside.  Round  the  walls  of  the  room  were  shelves  or 
benches,  on  which  one  could  recline,  and  by  selecting  the  upper  or  lower  ones,  as  the  case 
might  be,  enjoy  a  greater  or  a  lesser  degree  of  heat. 

On  November  1th  the  last  feeble  rays  oi  the  sun  took  leave  of  them,  and  intense  cold 
followed.  Their  wine  and  spruce-beer  became  frozen,  and  sejtarated  into  two  parts,  the 
water  being  ice,  and  the  remainder  a  thick  glutinous  licpiid.  Melted  together  again,  they 
were  nearly  undrinkable.  Wood  does  not  ap])car  to  have  been  s'aree  till  later  in  the  winter, 
although  they  had  to  fetch  some  of  it  a  distance  of  several  miles.  They  once  tried  a  lire 
of  coal  in  the  middle  of  their  room,  but  the  experiment  was  not  repeated,  as  the  sulphiu'ous 
smoke  nearly  suffocated  them.  Theif  thickest  European  clothing  was  utterly  insuiiicient 
for  the  climate  they  had  to  endure.  During  the  wiiil^r  they  killed  and  trapped  a  few  bears 
and  foxes,  and  some  of  their  skins  were  of  course  utilised.  The  former,  however,  disajipearcd 
with  the  sun,  and  only  reappeared  when  it  again  showed  itself. 
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A  Dutch  proverb,  used  when  an  undertaking  turns  uut  badly.     Tl>o  dou;  stole  a  smsago,  and  got  'woll  wliijipod 
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Tlio  rt'Curil  of  their  inniiotonous  winter  lil'c,  almost  entirely  conlinod  to  the  house,  would 
he  iis  teilious  in  the  reeital  as  it  was  in  reality.  Their  wretehed  iiabitation  was  nearly 
buried  in  snow,  and  they  felt  as  niueh  out  nt  the  world  as  though  they  hud  really  left  it. 
Outside,  yalo  succeeded  yule,  and  howling'  winds  and  drifting'  snow  jjreveuted  the  possibility 
of  huntiiii,'",  exereise,  or  amusement.  Inside,  as  the  record  tells  us,  they  used  all  the  means 
in  tlu'ir  power  to  jireserve  warmth  :  put  hot  stones  and  heated  cannon-balls  at  their  I'cet, 
and  smothered  themselves  in  every  article  of  clothing  or  Ijcdding  tiicy  had,  but  with  little 
avail;  tiieir  cots  and  the  walls  were  covered  with  frost,  and  themselves   as  still'  and  white 
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as  corpses.  The  narrative  says  quaintly  thiit  as  they  sat  l)efore  a  <Treat  fire  their  shins 
l)urned  on  the  fore  side^  while  their  backs  were  frozen.  Nevertheless  they  repined  not,  but 
took  everything  in  the  sjiirit  of  calm  iihilosophy.  On  December  2()th  l)e  Yeor,  when  an 
unusually  severe  day  had  set  in,  writes  that  they  comforted  themselves  that  the  sun  had 
gone  as  low  as  it  could,  and  must  now  return.  The  cpiaintness  and  simplicity  of 
this  narrative  is  well  illustrated  l)y  the  following  entry  for  the  last  day  of  l.jiXI: — "The 
•'il  of  December  it  was  still  foule  wether,  with  a  stornie  out  of  the  north-west,  whereby 
we  were  so  fast  shut  vp  into  the  house  as  if  we  had  beene  prisoners,  and  it  was  so  extreame 
cold  that  the  fire  almost  cast  no  hcatc ;  for  as  we  put  our  feete  to  the  fire  we  burnt  our 
hose  (stockings)  before  we  could  feele  the  lieate,  so  that  wo  had  constantly  work  enough 
to  do  to  patch  our  hose.  And,  which  is  more,  if  wo  had  not  sooner  smelt  than  felt  them, 
we  should  haue  burnt  them  quite  awa}'  ere  we  had  knowne  it." 
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On  January  5th  tlioy  cvi-ii  .cicl.nited  Twelltli  Xij,'ht,  milking;-  mcny  wifli  a  Mniill 
(jiiantity  of  wiiu',  pancaUfs,  and  wliitc  Kisciiil.  Tlioy  divw  luls  I'm-  a  master  oi'  revels, 
and  it  fell  to  the  yiinner,  \vh.)  was  iiLide  Kin;;'  of  Xuva  Zenil.hi.  All  this,  after  all,  was 
more  sensilde  than  {^iviui--  wav  tu  ih,.  despoiidoncv  wliieh  tliev  ('(.uld  not  help  feeliim-  at  times. 
On  I'V-hniary  l^lh  they  shut  a  hear,  the  tirst  i'or  the  year.  The  first  I.idlet  lired,  passini;- 
thron;;-li  hor  hody,  "went  out  a;;alii(,'  at  her  tayle,  and  was  as  tiat  as  a  counter  that  had 
heeii  beaten  out  with  a  hammor."  This  was  a  "'od-send  to  them,  as  now  they  wero  enal.led 
to    koop  their    lami)S    constantly   hurniny,   which   [ireviously  they  hud  often  been  unable   to 
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do  for  want  of  grease.  The  l)ear  yieklcd  a  hundred  punids  of  fat.  In  the  latter  part  of 
winter  the  bears  came  round  the  house,  and  attem[)ted  to  break  in  the  door,  while  one 
almost  succealed  in  entering'  by  the  ehinnu'v. 

At  the  beg'inning  of  March  they  saw  open  water,  and  were  g'reatly  rejoiced,  lookini,"- 
hopefully  forward  to  the  day  of  release.  In  April  the  ice  hummocks  on  the  coast  were 
"  risen  and  piled  vp  one  v])on  the  other,  that  it  was  wonderfuU  in  such  manner  as  if  there  had 
bin  whole  townes  made  of  ice,  with  towres  and  bulw  ;rkes  round  about  them."  In  May  their 
provisions  wore  getting  very  low,  and  they  themselves  were  both  weakened  by  inaction  and  in- 
sufliciency  of  food,  while  the  scurvy  had  made  its  appearance  among  some  of  the  number.  Im- 
l)atient  of  their  long  and  dreary  sojourn,  the  men,  on  the  '.Uh  and  1  Itli  of  May,  came  to  Barents, 
praying  him  to  speak  to  "  the  maister  (skipper)  to  make  preparations  to  goe  from  thence."  On 
the  lotli  they  consulted  together  and  decided  to  leave  at  the  end  of  the  month,  if  "the  ship 
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could  not  lio  loosed,"  which  gladdoni'd  tho  hearts  of  the  men.  Next  they  bognn  to  repair  their 
(•I(itli(v-  ,  iiiid  nn  May  '*'''tli  the  lioat  and  yuwl  were  clcari'd  i>l'  the  snow  which  Imricd  tlicni. 
Thi'  narrative  shows  how  c'nfeel)h'd  tliey  iiad  beeonio.  Ten  of  thcin  went  to  the  boat,  to  rej>air  it 
and  nialie  'u  ready.  When  tliey  liad  jfot  it  out  nftlie  s; now,  and  tiiouglit  theniselveH  aide  to  dra;^ 
it  np  to  the  hfuise,  their  united  eft'orts  were  not  suthcieiit.  De  Veer  Huy*,  "  VVe  could  ncit  doe  it 
liecuusc  we  were  too  weake."  They  hecame,  we  cannot  wonder,  wholly  nut  of  heart,  for  uidesH 
the  hoatn  eoidd  he  <ifot  ready  tlioy  woidd,  as  the  master  told  them,  have  to  remain  as  hurj^hers  or 
citizens  of  Nova  /eniMa,  and  make  their  j^raves  tliere.  But,  as  the  narrative  eontiniies,  there 
was  no  want  ol  goudwill  in  them,  hut  only  strenj^th.  After  a  rest  they  did,  hy  slow  degrees 
manage  to  repair  and  heij^hten  the  gunwales  of  the  boat.  Their  work  was  impeded  by  the 
hears,  one  of  which  they  killed,  and  the  liver  of  which  having  eaten,  they  were  "  exeieding 
sieke,"  so  much  so  that  of  three  of  the  men  it  is  stated  that  "all  theii  skins  eamo  off  from 
tlu'  fciote  to  tlie  head."  Although  bear's  meat  is  perfectly  wholesome  and  far  from  uneatable, 
tho  same  fact  has  very  frtvpiently  been  noticed  in  regard  to  the  poisonous  ipialitit's  of  the  liver, 
at  least  at  certain  seasons.  In  llii^  case,  the  captain  took  what  was  left  and  threw  it  away, 
fur  as  ])e  ^'eer  candidly  admits,  they  "  had  enough  of  the  sawee  thereof." 

It  now  became  obvious  that  the  ship,  which  was  completely  bilged,  must  be  aban- 
d<med,  and  their  time,  after  repairing  and  strengthening  the  boats,  was  fully  employed  in 
moving  and  packing  their  gonds,  including  the  more  valuable  of  the  merchandise  they 
had  brought  for  trading  jiurposes  from  the  house,  and  in  stripping  the  ship  of  everything 
of  value.  On  June  1:2th  they  went  with  hatchets,  jnck-axes,  shovels,  and  all  kinds  of 
imjilcments,  to  n)ake  a  clear  wide  shoot  or  way  from  the  house,  passing  the  ship,  to  the 
water.  The  ice  was  full  of  hummocks,  knobs,  and  hills,  and  this  was  not  the  lightest 
of  their  labours.  Then  Barents  and  tho  skipper  wrote  letters,  detailing  the  circumstances 
of  their  ton  months'  stay,  and  that  they  wore  forced  to  abai:don  :he  ship  and  i)ut  to 
sea  in  two  open  boats,  to  which  all  of  the  men  subscribed  except  four,  who  from 
sickness  or  inability  could  not  write.  Barents'  letter  was  jjut  in  a  place  of  safety  in 
their  deserted  house,  antl  each  of  the  boats  was  furnished  with  a  cojty  of  the  captain's 
letter,  in  case  thoy  should  be  separated  or  one  or  other  lost.  The  yawl  and  boat 
having  been  launched  and  loikled,  Barents  and  a  man  named  Adrianson,  both  of  whom 
had  Ijcen  long  invaliils,  wore  carried  on  a  .^lodge  to  the  water's  edge.  There  were  now 
tifteeu  men  in  all,  and  their  j)rovisions  were  reduced  to  limited  rations  of  bread,  one 
barrel  of  Dutch  cheese,  one  tlitch  of  bacon,  and  some  small  runlets  of  wine,  oil,  and 
vinegar. 

To  the  narrative  which  follows  the  compiler  can  hardly  do  justice,  whilst  an  exact 
reprint  of  the  ((nietly  and  unsensationally  told  story  of  Gerrit  de  Veer  would  have  to  be 
closely  studied  before  the  reader  would  understand  and  feel  the  adventurous  and  desperate 
nature  of  the  exploit  performed.  These  fifteen  poor  Dut<hmen,  gaunt  and  exhausted  as 
we  know  they  were,  weakeued  by  semi-starvation  and  disease,  badly  provisioned  at  this 
most  critical  time,  two  of  their  number  dying,  bravely  encountered  a  voyage  of  some 
seventeen  hundred  miles,  eleven  hundred  of  which  were  amongst  the  worst  dangers  of  the 
Arctic  seas.  The  larger  of  their  two  craft  was  a  fishing  yawl  of  the  smallest  size.  For 
eighty  days  thoy  struggled  through  an   unknown  and   frozen    ocean,  in   the  ice,  over  the 
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(lisintcyi'iitiuu  ol'  iccliiTn's,  ciiiiHtaiilly  liaviii;;'  to  iiiilnail,  haul  iiji,  ami  ri'-laiimli  tlu-ir 
l)i>at.s,  ami  I'urtlier,  oxposisl  to  scvcio  C(j1iI,  wt-t,  i'ati^fiio,  ami  I'amiiiL',  as  well  as  to  tlic 
constant  attacks  of  savayo  animals.  Tlii'V  iiorsevfreil,  for  altliou^fli  their  hearts  oilon  sank 
within  tliem,  it  \va^'  i'or  dear  lilV,  ami  at  len;;'th  their  lieroie  elVorts  \\i\v  re\viirdo<l.  Sonio 
lew  oxtracts  from  the  wuilc  already  sn  often  (iiiotod  will  t^'wo  a  faint  idea  of  the  dangers 
tliroii;;li  wliieh  they  passed  and  over  whieli  they   linally   Iriiimphed. 

The  hoats,  sailing  in  eompany,  left  Ii'o  Haven  on  dune  1  Itli,  lo'.i?,  at  lirst  slowly,  niakiii;,' 
their  eourso  from  one  eai)e  or  headland  to  anotlu'r.  At  the  very  start  they  became  entaiiyled 
in  the  Heating  ice,  which,  howovei,  on  the  following;'  day  was  more  s[)ar>ely  scattered.  On 
Jiinc  Idth  they  set  sail  aj,''ain  (having;  stofiped  oil'  Cape  Desire  for  the  ni^^'ht),  and  yot  to  the 
Islands  of  Oranjiv.  There  they  went  on  land  with  two  small  Inirrels  and  a  kettle  to  melt 
snow,  as  also  to  seek  for  liirds  and  ej^'^-s  for  their  sick  men.  Of  the  fornu-r  t'.iey  only  ohtained 
three.  "As  uo  oaiue  haeke  a^^'aine,"  says  the  narrator,  "our  maister  fell  into  the 
iee,  where  he  was  in  ^reat  danj^er  of  his  life,  for  in  •hat  place  there  ran  a  ^ivat 
streame  ("8tron<>'  current"  is  Dr.  iJeke's  translation);  hut,  liy  (ioil's  heipe,  he  yot  nut 
againe  and  cauie  to  vs,  and  there  dryed  himselfe  by  the  lire  that  we  had  made,  at  which 
lire  we  drost  the  birds,  and  carried  them  to  the  scute  to  our  sicke  men."  Putting-  to  sea 
aj^^iin,  with  a  south-east  wind  and  a  nuzzling  rain,  they  were  soon  all  wet  to  the 
skin.  Off  Ic(!  Point,  the  most  northerly  cape  or  point  of  Nova  Zendda,  the  skipper  called 
to  Barents  to  ask  him  how  he  did,  to  which  he  answered,  "  I  still  hope  to  run  before  we  get 
to  Wardhuus."  Then  he  turned  to  De  \'ecr,  and  said,  ''(ierrit,  if  we  are  neai  the  lee  Point 
just  lift  me  up  again.  1  must  see  that  point  once  more."  These  were  almo.st  the  last 
words  of  this  brave  man,  who  undoubtedly  felt  at  the  time  that  not  merely  he  should 
never  see  Ice  Point  again,  but  that  he  was  not  long  for  this  world.  He  was  dying 
fast,  and  his  courageous  words  were  meant  for  his  companions'  comfort.  "Next  day," 
says  the  narrator,  "when  we  had  broken  our  fastes,  the  ice  came  so  frightfully  upon  vs 
that  it  made  our  iiaires  stand  vpright  vpon  our  headcs,  it  was  so  fearefull  to  beludd;  by 
which  meanes  we  could  not  make  fast  our  scutes,  so  that  we  thought  verily  that  it  was 
a  foreshewing  of  our  last  end  ;  for  we  draue  away  so  hard  with  th''  ice,  and  were  so 
sore  prest  between  a  flake  of  ice,  that  we  thought  verily  the  scutes  would  burst  in  a 
hundredth  peeees,  which  made  vs  look  pittifully  one  upon  the  other,  for  no  counscll  nor 
aduise  was  to  be  found,  Imt  every  minute  of  an  houre  we  saw  death  before  our  eies." 
At  last,  in  desperation,  De  Veer  managed  to  jump  on  a  piece  of  iee,  and  creciiing  from 
one  to  another  of  the  grinding  masses,  at  length  secured  a  rope  to  one  of  the  hummocks. 
"  And  when  we  had  gotten  thitlier,"  says  he,  "  in  all  haste  we  tooke  our  sicke  men  out 
and  layd  them  vpon  the  ice,  laying  clothes  and  other  things  vnder  them,  and  then  tooke 
all  our  goods  out  of  the  scutes,  and  so  drew  them  vpon  the  iee,  whereby  for  that  time 
wo  were  deliuered  from  that  great  danger,  making  account  that  we  had  escaped  out  of 
death's  clawos,  as  it  was  most  true." 

The  boats  having  been  repaired,  they  were  delayed  some  days  by  the  ice,  which  shut 
them  in.      On  June  ~Utli   Adriansou  "began  to   be  extreme  sick,"  and  the  boatswain  came 
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to  inform  the  rtbom  that  lie  coulil  not  livi'  Ion;;;  "  \vhorciii>on,"  miyi  Do  Vocr,  "  Williinu 
Hiii-fnts  H])ako  nnd  said,  I  think  I  shall  not  liuu  Ion);  al'tt'i'  him  ;  and  yut  \vu  did  init 
ivdjft'  William  UaiciitH  to  In*  so  ^iikc,  tor  wo  sat  talkin;;  one  with  tin'  other,  and  upako 
of  many  thin^^n,  and  William  HaruntH  lookod  at  my  little  chart  whiih  I  had  made  of  onr 
voyuK'G  (and  \vu  had  soniu  diKcutiHion  about  it).  At  laxt  ho  laid  awny  the  chart  and  spaku 
vnto  me,  NuyiiiK^,  (lerrit,  ^'we  me  some  drinke  ;  and  lu'  had  so  Hooner  drnnke  hnt  he  wuh 
taken  with  ho  HiKlaino  n  (pialmo  that  hu  turned  hid  eioH  in  iii«  head  and  died  ]iresently, 
and  wc  had  no  time  to  call  the   maister  out  of  the  other  scute  to  speak  vnto   him  ;    and 
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SO  he  died  l)efore  Claes  Adrianson  (who  died  shortly  after  him).  The  death  of  William 
Barents  put  iis  in  no  small  discomfort,  as  iKMng  the  ehiefe  guide  and  only  pilot  on  whom 
WO  reposed  our  seines  next  under  God;  hut  we  could  not  striue  ai^ainst  God,  and  therefore 
we  must  of  force  he  content."  Other  passages  indicate  that  Barents  had  inspired  great 
afTeetion  in  the  hearts  of  his  companions,  and  that  his  loss  was  felt  with  much 
poignancy. 

The  following  passage  is  ordy  one  of  inany  indicating  the  laborious  nature  of  their 
undertaking: — "The  -22  of  Juno  in  the  morning  it  blew  a  good  gale  out  of  the  south- 
east, and  then  the  sea  was  reasonably  open,  but  we  were  forced  to  draw  our  scutes  ouer 
the  ice  to  get  vuio  it,  which  was  great  jiaine  and  lal)our  unto  vs ;  for  first  we  were  forced 
to  draw  our  scutes  over  a  ))eeco  of  ice  of  .")(•  j)aces  long,  and  then  ]nit  them  into  the  water, 
and    then  ajjfuine   to   draw   them    vp   vpou   other   ice,  and   after    draw   them   at  the    least 
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.')(HI  piuvH  iiiiiro  iiiii'i'  llio  ice,  liol'oro  \vi>  ruiild  hiiii;;  tlioin  to  iv  jfoml  jdmn',  when'  wo 
nii^'ht  I'liMily  y;i>t  out."  On  the  2.')tli  aiitl  :i)')tli  nl'  .hint'  a  tt<ni|it'Mt  rai;ci|,  and  tliry  were 
(Irivon  to  nca,  lu-iiiy;  iinaldt',  a*  tlicy  liuil  nonn'tinics  dono  hi-foiv,  to  tie  tlu'  lujalH  to  t'a»*t 
or  ;,'rnuti(l('tl  ico.  Tlify  were  iioaily  swanipcil  at  tlii^  tinu'  liy  the  yn-at  sca.s  wliitli  t'on- 
Htantly  limko  ovi-r  tlu'ir  ojion  boats,  and  lor  xomo  little  linic  Wfre  scparatid  in  a  I'oj;,  I  nt 
liy  lirii)^  niUrikotH  at  Icn^'th  found  out  caili  other's  |io.ition  and  joined  eoinpany.  ( >no 
of  tli(>  lioatH  got  into  a  dan;;erous  place  lietwcon  lixi-d  and  dtivini^'  ice,  and  tlie  mm  had 
to  unload  it,  and  taku  it  and  the  ^oodn  hodiiy  aeross  the  masses  to  more  o|N'n  water.  On 
June  '.isth,  the  narrative  continues,  "  We  laid  all  our  ^mods  vpon  the  ice,  ami  then  drew 
the  seutert  vpon  the  ice  also,  hecause  we  were  so  lianl  prest  on  all  sides  with  the  ice,  and 
the  wind  came  out  of  the  sea  vpon  the  land,  and  therefore  we  were  in  feare  to  he  wholly 
inclosed  with  the  ice,  and  shoidd  not  l>e  alile  to  get  out  thereof  ao'aine.  Ami  lieino- 
vpou  the  ice,  we  laid  sailcs  oner  our  Kciites,  and  luio  down  to  rest,  appoiutin;jf  one  ,,(  i,ur 
men   to   keejjc   watch  ;    and   when  the  sun   wat    north   there  eaine    three  heares  towards   our 
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ith  he  that  k< ')t  the  watch  eric'  out  lustily,  'Three  heares!  Three  lieares  !  ' 
at  which  noise  we  leapt  oui  of  our  lioatc  .  with  our  muskets,  that  were  hulen  with  small 
shot  to  xhoote  at  hirds,  and  had  no  time  to  reload  thcni,  and  therefore  shot  at  them  there- 
with; and  althoujjph  that  kinde  of  shot  could  not  hurt  them  mueh,  yi-t  they  ranne  away, 
and   in   the   mcane    tinu'    they   i;aue   vu    leisure    t  ■    lade  our   muskets    with    bullets,  and    by 
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ru;;'j,'ed  ice,  and  then  boo;an  to  eatt  it  ;  which  we  perceauinj,'',  shut  a  musket  at  her, 
but  she,  hearino-  tiie  noise  thereof,  ran  away  and  let  tlie  dead  1ji;..c  lie.  Then  fuiire  of 
vs    went    thither,  and   saw    that    in    so    short    a    time   she    had    eaten    almost    the    halfe   of 
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On  .July  1st  they  were  aj^ain  in  o:reat  dan^'er  amon^;'  the  driviny-,  o'rindinj,'  ice, 
their  boats  were  mnch  crushed,  and  they  lost  a  (piantify  of  jfoods,  and,  what  was  of  vital 
im|)ortance  at  the  time,  a  larji^e  proportion  of  their  remainin<x  provisions.  A  few  days 
afterwards  tlieir  little  company  was  still  further  reduced  by  the  death  of  one  of  the  sailors. 
On  .July  II til,  and  a  w.  '1.  ifterwards,  they  were  enclosed  by  iee,  from  which  they  could 
not  extricate  themselves.  Ourin;;  this  enforee<l  delay  they  shot  a  bear,  whose  fat  ran 
out  at  the  holes  made  by  the  bullets,  and  lloateil  on  the  water  like  oil.  They  obtained 
.some  seventy  duck  ■  ■.':<j;>i  on  a  neiijhbourin<;  island,  and  for  a  time  feasted  royally.  "  The 
18  of  July,"  says  the  narrator,  "about  the  east  sunne,  three  of  our  men  went  vj)  vpon 
the  hiohest  part  of  the  land  to  see  if  tliere  was  any  open  water  in  the  sea;  at  which  time 
thoy  saw  much  open  water,  but  it  was  so  farre  from  the  land  that  they  were  almost  out 
of  comfort,  because  it  lay  so  farre  from  the  land  and  the  fast  ice.'"  They  had  on  tliis 
occasion  to  row  to  an  ii'e-licld,  unload,  and  draj;  and  carry  boats  and  y'oods  at  least  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  across;  they  then  loaded  and  set  sail,  but  were  speedily  entangled  aj.^ain, 
and  had  to  repeat  their  j)reviuus  cxi>oricnces. 
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And  so  it  went  (in  for  forty-four  "lays,  until,  in  St.  Lauronco  Bay,  behind  a  projecting 
point,  they  suddenly  eanie  on  two  Russian  vessels  with  wliieii  they  had  met  the  previous 
year,  and  the  erews  of  which  wondered  to  see  them  in  their  present  pliy^ht,  "  so  leane  and 
bare"  and  broken  down.  They  exchanged  courtesies,  and  provided  them  with  a  trilling 
supply  of  rye  bread  and  snKjkcd  fowls,  tiien  sailing  away  on  their  own  alfairs.  For  thirty- 
live  days  longer  tiiey  sailed  westward,  repeating  many  of  their  previous  experiences,  till 
at  length,  on  Sei)tember  ^nd,  they  arrived  at  Kola,  in  llussian  Lapland,  and  their 
troubles  were  really  over.  Cornelison's  ship  happened  to  be  in  the  port,  and  they  rejoiced 
and  made  merry  with  their  old  companions,  who  had  long  given  them  u\^  for  lost. 

Thus  ended  this  reniarkalde  voyage  of  nearly  eighty  days  in  two  small  open  boats. 
It  would  seem  nowadays  utter  madness  to  think  of  making  a  long  voyage  in  such  frail 
and  unsuitable  craft,  and  our  adventurers  had  had  the  special  ]ierils  of  the  Arctic  seas 
superadded  to  the  more  ordinary  dangers  of  the  ocean.  I'jiglit  weeks  later  they  were 
enjoying  the  calm  [deasures  of  their  own  firesides,  after  having  been  entertained  at  the 
Hague  by  the  l*rinee  of  Orange. 

A  further  interest  attaches  to  the  voyage  from  the  discovery  which  was  made  by 
Captain  Carlsen,  while  circumnavigating  Xuva  Zembla,  of  the  very  house  erected  at  Ice  Haven 
by  these  adventurt-rs,  with  many  interesting  relics,  which  had  remained  in  tolerable  ))reser- 
vation,  and  had  been  evidently  unvisited  for  this  great  length  of  time.  "No  man,"  says 
Mr.  Alarkham,  '•had  entered  the  lonely  dwelling  where  the  famous  discoverer  of  Spitzbergen 
had  sojourned  during  the  long  winter  of  [')'.)(>  for  nearly  three  centuries.  There  stood 
the  cooking-pans  over  the  fireplace,  the  old  clock  against  the  wall,  the  arms,  the  tools,  the 
drinking-vessels,  the  instruments,  and  the  books  that  had  beguiled  the  weary  hours  of  that 
long  night,  :17s  years  ago.  .  .  .  Perhaps  the  most  touching  is  the  pair  of  small  shoes. 
There  was  a  little  cabin-boy  among  the  crew,  who  died,  as  Gerrit  de  \  eer  tells  us,  during 
the  winter.  This  accounts  for  the  shoes  having  been  left  behind.  There  is  a  flute,  too, 
once  played  })y  that  poor  boy,  which  will  still  give  out  a  few  notes."*  The  relics  brought 
home  by  Carlsen  were  eventually  taken  to  the  Hague,  where  they  are  now  preserved  with 
jealous  care. 

In  chronological  order,  a  voyage  of  which  there  is  little  record  left  comes  next.  There 
is  little  doubt  that  William  Adams — who,  afterwards  cast  away  on  the  coast  of  Japan,  is 
inseparably  connected  A-ith  the  history  of  that  country,  and  wlmse  adventures  will  be  con- 
sidered in  the  i)ropcr  place — did,  in  l.V.tj  or  1. ";!•(!,  make  an  attempt  at  the  north-east  passage. 
The  Prince  of  Orange  had  ordered  him  to  try  for  a  northern  route  to  Japan,  China,  and  the 
^[(duccas,  considering  that  it  would  be  shorter,  and  safer  from  the  attacks  of  the  pirates  and 
corsairs  who  infested  the  more  southern  seas.  Adams  averred  that  he  had  reached  S^*-'  N., 
Iiut  that  "  the  cold  was  so  excessive,  with  so  much  sleet  and  snow  driving  down  those  straits, 
that  he  was  compelled  to  return."  And  he  asserted  that  if  he  had  kept  close  to  the  coast 
of  Tartary,  and  had  run  along  it  to  the  eastward,  (o  the  opening  of  Anian,  between  the 
land  of  Asia  and   America,  he   might   have   succeeded   in   his   undertaking. 


•  "  Discovirics    Ivist    <if    Spit/.ljcrsiii,"  &r.      I'iipiT   leail    bct'oiv    tliu    liuyul    ^n'o^■r:ll)hi(.■al    SociLty    Ijy  C.    It 
-Miukham,  Esq.,  C.l!.,  IMv.S.,  February  lOtli,  1873. 
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"Next  comes  the  attempt  of  Gcori^e  Weymouth  in  l(i():Z.  He  was  tlespatchctl  by  the 
worsliipfiil  mevchauts  of  the  Museovy  and  Turkey  Companies  to  atteni])!  a  north-west  passaye 
to  China.  This  voyaj^o  was  an  utter  faihire,  and  lie  never  reached  a  lii^'lier  latitude  than 
(i.'5"  r);j' N.  While  j)roeeedin<^'  to  the  north-west  they  jiassed  four  islands  of  ice  "of  a  luiye 
bignesse/'  and  about  this  time  the  foy  was  so  thick  that  they  C(juld  not  see  two  ships'  lengths 
before  them,  and  the  sails,  shrouds,  and  roj)es  were  frozen  so  stiff  that  they  coidd  not  lie 
handled.  On  Jul}'  li>th  the  crew  mutinied,  and  conspired  to  keep  the  captain  confined  to  his 
cabin,  while  they  reversed  the  ship's  course  and  bore  for  Enjjland.  Weymouth  discovered 
this,  and  punished  the  rin •^■leaders.  The  boats  were  on  one  occasiijii  sent  to  an  ieebery,  to 
load  some  of  it  for  fresh  water,  and  as  the  men  were  breaking"  it  "  the  great  island  of  ice  gave 
a  mightie  cracke  two  or  tnree  times,  as  though  it  had  been  a  tluinderclapi)e  j  and  presently 
the  island  began  to  overthrow,"  which  nearly  swamped  the  boats.  The  whole  account  of 
Weymouth's  voyage  is  confused  and  indefinite,  but  he  evidently  did  nothing  beyond  cruising 
among  the  islands  north  of  Hudson's  Strait,  and  off  Labrador. 

In  iCiU.j,  IdOti,  and  1(507,  three  expeditions,  of  which  James  Hall,  an  Englishman,  was 
l)ilot,  were  despatched  to  the  Greenland  coasts  by  the  King  of  Denmark.  They  fiuicied  on  the 
first  voyage  that  they  had  discovered  a  silver  mine  in  Cunningham's  Ficn'd,  tireenland,  and 
the  second  voyage  was  instigated  in  th<'  hopes  of  filling  the  royal  colTcrs  with  the  |irecious 
metal.  These  voyages  were  in  elTect  most  fruitless.  Several  natives  were  carried  oil:  by  Hall, 
who  in  return  left  three  Danish  malefactors  on  the  (Jroenland  coasts,  a  severe  mode  of 
banishment.  While  these  voyages  were  in  })rogress,  the  Muscovy  and  East  India  merchants 
had  desiiatclicd  a  small  barque,  under  the  connnand  of  John  Knight,  for  the  discovery  of  the 
north-west  jiassage.  Near  Cape  Guinington,  on  the  coast  of  Labrador,  a  nurllierly  <''ale, 
which  Itrought  down  large  (puuititics  of  drift  ice,  did  much  damage  to  the  vc>sel,  and  she 
lost  her  rudder.  Knight  took  the  vessel  into  the  most  accessible  cove  in  order  to  repair  her, 
and  went  ashore  witii  the  mate  and  four  sailors,  all  well  armed,  to  endeavour  to  find  some 
more  suitable  harbour.  On  landing,  Knight,  the  mate,  and  another,  went  up  towards  the 
highest  part  of  the  island,  leaving  the  others  to  take  charge  of  the  boat.  The  latter  waited 
some  thirteen  hours,  but  the  captain  and  his  com])anions  did  not  return.  Next  day,  a  well- 
armed  party  from  the  shij)  went  in  search  of  them,  but  were  iniable  to  reach  the  island  on 
account  of  the  ice.  No  tidin<;is  were  ever  gleaned  concerning  their  fate,  but  it  was  concludcii 
that  the  savage  natives  had  killed  them,  as  later  a  number  of  these  p/eople  came  down  and 
attacked  the  crew  with  great  ferocity.  They  had  large  canoes,  and  the  narrator  describes 
tlieni  as  "  very  little  people,  tawnie  coloured,  thin  or  no  beards,  and  flat-nosed,  and  man- 
eaters."  After  patching  up  their  vessel,  they  deered  for  Newfoundland,  and  later  for 
England,  wnicli  they  reached  in  safety. 
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VIKW    ON    TIIK    in  ll~llN. 


CriAPTKU    XV. 

Ill  my  Hudson'is  Voya^os— Projoctod  Piissaso  over  the  Pole-.'^tM'onil  Kxpodilion— A  Mermaid  SiRlitod  Third  Voyn«c  in 
»ho  Dulrh  .Srrvico-Dirtcovpry  of  the  Iludsoii  Itivor  La.st  VoyaKO-Disiovory  of  Hudson's  Hay— .><lory  of  an  Arctic 
TniKrdy— Atiaiiili  Pricl<ol'3  Narralivo— Tlii'ir  Wiiitpr  Slay— Ilisc  of  a  Jliitiny— Hudson  and  Nine  Coniimniuns  Set 
Adrift  and  left  to  Die— Itetnlmtion-Kour  of  tlie  Miitinoors  Killed -SufTnimirs  from  Slarvation-Deutli  of  a  Itini^leader 
—Arrival  in  Ireland— Suspicious  Circunislancc^  llatlln's  Voyau'cs  Danish  Kxpeditious  to  (ireeidiiiul  .lens  JIunk 
and  liis  Inforliinatc'  Coinpanious  Sixty-one  Persons  Starved  to  Dcatli  VoyaKC  of  three  Survivors  Across  the  Atlantic 
An  unkindly  Kiiii,'  -Death  of  Muuk— .Moxon's  Dulih  Hecr-housc  story  Wood  and  Klawcs  Wreck  of  Woods  Vessel 
-  Kni«hts  Katal  Kxpedition  -Slow  Starvation  and  Death  of  the  whole  Company— The  Middlcton  and  Dobbs'  Agitation 
— fi'-thtKH)  olfercd  for  th'      'UcuMry  of  the  North-west   Passage. 

So  iiiiiiiy  juvvioiis  failures  do  noi  soom  to  liavo  (liscoiiraged  tlio  London  mcrcliants,  who, 
in  1G()7,  renewed  the  seareh  for  a  nortliern  route  to  China  and  Japan.  Hitherto  neitlier 
the  north-east  nor  north-west  had  held  out  nun  h  ho])t's  of  success,  and  they  now  determined 
on  a  l)old  and  novel  attempt  at  sn'ilhu]  over  tin'  I'nh'  'ilxrlf.  For  this  expedition  Henry 
Hudson — already  known  as  an  experienced  and  intrepid  seaman,  and  well-skilled  in  nautical 
science — was  ciioscn  coininander.  This  adventurous  navii^ator  left  (Jravesend  on  May  1st, 
in  a  small  banpie,  with  only  ten  men  and  a  boy.     The  very  name  and  tonnage  of  the  vessel 
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have  l)ocn  forgotten,  1)iit  it  is  known  to  have  been  of  the  tiniest  descrij^tion.  In  the  second 
week  of  June  Iliulson  fell  in  with  land — a  headland  of  East  (Jreenland — the  weather  at 
the  time  being  foggy,  and  the  sails  and  shrouds  frozen.  He  examined  other  parts  of  this 
coast,  feeling  douhtful  whether  he  might  not  reach  oi)en  water  to  the  northward,  and  sail 
round  Greenland,  a  voyage  never  made  up  to  this  day.  Later  he  reached  Spitzbergen, 
where  the  ice  to  the  north  utterly  batHed  all  his  efforts  to  force  a  passage,  and  being  short 
of  su])plios,  ho  sel  sail  for  England.  Next  year  we  tind  him  attempting  a  north-east 
passage.  He  landed  on  Nova  Zembla,  and  as  he  says  himself,  his  "  purpose  was  by  the 
Waygats  (Strait)  to  jiasse  l)y  the  mouth  of  the  river  Ob  (or  Obi),  and  to  double  that  way 
the  north  cape  of  Tartaria,  or  to  give  reasons  wherefore  it  will  not  be."  Finding  quantities 
of  morse  or  wah-us,  he  delayed  somewhat,  hoping  to  defray  part  of  the  expenses  of  the 
voyage  by  obtaining  ivory.  !Meantinie  he  despatched  a  party  up  a  large  river  (lowing 
from  (he  north-eastward,  fancying,  ajiparently,  that  it  was  an  arm  of  the  sea,  which  might 
lead  them  to  the  solution  of  the  problem  they  sought.  On  this  voyage,  "one  of  our 
company,"  says  Hudson,  "  looking  overboard,  saw  a  mermaid,  and  calling  up  some  of  the 
companje  to  see  her  once  more  come  up,  and  by  that  time  slice  was  come  close  to  the  ship's 
side,  looking  earnestly  on  the  men;  a  little  after  a  sea  came  and  overturned  her;  from 
the  navill  upwards  her  backe  and  })reasts  were  like  a  woman's  (as  they  say  that  sjiw  her), 
her  body  as  big  as  one  of  us;  her  skin  very  white,  and  long  haire  hanging  down  behind, 
of  colour  Idacke ;  iu  iier  going  downe  they  saw  her  tayle,  which  was  like  the  tayle  of  a 
porposse,  and  speeckled  like  a  macrell.  Their  names  that  saw  her  were  Thomas  Hillcs  and 
Roliert  llayner."  All  this  is  only  another  version  of  some  walrus  story.  On  this  as  on 
the  previous  voyage,  Hudson  made  some  observations  on  the  inclination  or  "dip"  of  the 
magnetic  needle,  and  he  is  probably  the  tirst  Englishman  who  had  done  so. 

The  following  year  (Kid'.l)  wo  tind  Hudson  on  a  third  voyage  of  discovery,  in  the 
service  of  the  Dutch.  His  movements  were  very  erratic,  and  the  only  record  left  us  does 
not  exj)lain  them.  He  first  doubletl  the  North  Cape,  as  though  again  in  quest  of  the  north- 
cast  passage;  then  turned  westward  to  Newfoundland;  thence  again  south  as  far  as 
(.'harleston  (South  Carolina)  ;  then  north  to  Cape  Coil^  soon  after  which  he  discovered  the 
lieantifnl  Hudson  Kiver,  at  the  mouth  of  which  New  York  is  now  situated.  Hudson's 
fourth  and  last  voyage  is  that  most  intimately  associated  with  his  name  on  accoiuit  of  the 
cruel  tragedy  which  terminated  his  life,  and  lost  England  one  of  her  bravest  and  most 
■energetic  explorers. 

Several  gentlemen  of  intluence,  among  them  Sir  John  Wolstenholme  and  Sir  Dudley 
Digges,  were  so  satisfied  of  the  feasibility  of  making  the  north-west  passage,  that  Ihey 
lilted  out  a  vessel  at  their  own  expense,  and  gave  the  comniand  to  Ilemy  Hudson.  For 
reasons  which  will  appear  as  we  proceed,  the  accounts  of  the  voyage  itself  are  meagre. 
VV'e  know,  however,  that  he  discovered  the  Strait  and  "  Mediterranean  "  Sea  (the  latter  of 
which  has  since  been  called  a  bay,  although  somewhat  improiierly),  and  both  of  which  still 
bear  his  name.  The  vessel  ai>propriated  for  this  service  had  the  same  name  as  one  of 
those  on  Cajitain  Nares'  late  expedition — TZ/e  Jil-icoreiy — and  was  of  (ifty-fivo  tons  burden, 
victualled  only,  as  it  seems,  for  six  months.  She  left  the  Thames  on  April  17th,  l(il(), 
and  on  June  i)th  was  off  the  entrance  of  P'robisher's  Strait,  where  Hudson  was  compelled 
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to  ply  to  the  westward,  on  aieuiiiil  ol"  tlic  ite  aiul  (.uiitiarv  wiiulti.  Diirii\i;'  July  ami  tlie 
early  part  of  Aiiyust  several  islaiuls  ami  lieadlamls  were  sighted  and  nanietl,  and  at 
length  they  diseovered  ii  <4'reat  strait  formed  l>y  the  north-west  point  of  Laljrador  and 
a  cluster  uf  islands,  whieh  led  them  into  an  extensive  sea.  Here  Hudson's  own  testimony 
ends,  and  we  are  dependent  on  the  narrative  of  one  Ahaeuk  I'rieket,  whieh  is  perfeetiy 
useless  as  regards  any  diseoveries  made,  hut  whieh  is  jjrohahly  corri'ct  as  regards  the 
nmtiny  ahout  to  he  deserihed,  and  the  eireumslanees  whieh  preceded  and  folKiwed  it.  The 
reader  will,  we  imagine,  I'orm  his  own  eonelusiuns  very  s})eedily  in  regard  to  Pricket's 
own  share  in  this  hrutal  transaction,  in  spite  of  his  constant  protestations.  The  story  in 
its  seipiel  furnishes  a  signilicant  example  of  the  condition  to  which  mutiny  and  lawlessness 
on  board  ship  may  bring  the  per])etrat()rs. 

Ahaeuk  Pri(!ket  says  that  Hudson,  being  closely  beset  in  the  ice,  and  doubtful  whether 
he  shouhl  ever  escape  from  it,  brought  out  his  chart,  and  showed  the  company  that  he 
had  entered  the  strait  a  hundred  leagues  further  than  any  I'^iglishman  before  him,  and, 
in  spite  of  the  dangers,  very  natnrally  wished  to  follow  up  his  iliscoveries.  Hi',  howevrr, 
put  it  to  them  whether  they  should  sail  forward  or  turn  the  ship's  head  towards  England. 
No  decision  appears  to  have  been  obtained,  some  wishing  themselves  at  home,  and  others, 
sailor-like,  saying  they  cared  not  where  they  were  so  long  as  they  were  out  of  the  ice. 
The  narrator  admits,  however,  that  "  there  were  some  who  then  spake  words  wliich  were 
remembered  a  great  while  after." 

The  slumbering  embers  of  mutiny  appear  to  have  been  lirst  fanned  into  a  tlame 
when  Hudson  displaced  the  mate  and  boatswain  '"for  words  spoken  when  in  the  ice," 
and  appointed  others.  Still  sailing  southwar',  they  entered  a  bay  on  Michaelmas  day,  and 
here  the  discontent  was  increased  by  Hudson  insisting  on  weighing  the  anchor,  while  the 
crew  was  desirous  of  reniaining  there.  Having  vovaycd  for  three  months  "  in  a  labvriuth 
without  end,"  they  at  length,  on  Xovend)er  1st,  found  a  suitable  place  to  winter,  and 
were  soon  frozen  in.  Hudsctn  had  taken  into  his  house  in  Londoi:,  apparently  from  sheer 
kindheartedncss,  a  young  man  named  CJreene,  of  good  and  respectable  parentage,  but  of 
a  very  dissolute  and  abandoned  iil'e,  and  had  brought  him  to  act  as  a  kind  of  captain's 
chrk  on  this  voyage.  Greene  was  most  undoubtedly  an  irreclaimable  vagabond,  as  well 
as  a  most  ungrateful  person.  He  (piarrelled  with  the  surgeon  and  others  on  board,  and 
was  the  leading  I'onspirator  in  the  mutinous  proceedings  against  his  benefactor,  which 
were  now  fast  ripening  to  a  CDUclusion.  Pricket  speaks  well  ol'  his  "manhood" — wliirh 
it  is  to  be  hoped  he  meant  only  as  regarded  his  physical  tiualilications — "but  for 
religion,  he  would  say  he  was  cleanc  pa])er,  whereon  he  might  write  what  he  would." 
Although  the  ship's  provisions  were  nearly  exhausted,  they  obtained,  during  the  first  three 
months,  as  many  as  a  hundroil  dozen  white  partridges,  and,  with  more  dillleulty,  in  the 
early  sjjring,  a  few  swans,  geese,  and  ducks.  A  little  later  these  faili'd  them,  and  they 
were  reilueed  to  eating  moss  and  frogs.  Later  again,  when  the  ice  broke  up,  seven  men 
were  sent  out  with  the  boat,  and  returned  with  live  hundred  lish  as  big  as  good  herrings. 
They  were,  however,  unsuccessful  afterwards,  and  when  the  ship  left  the  bay  in  which  they 
had  wintered,  had  nothing  left  but  short  rations  of  bread  for  a  fortnight,  and  five  cheeses 
whieh    gave   tliree    pounds   and   a    half    to    each    man.       These    were    carefully    and    fairlv 
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<livulecl  l)y  Iliulson,  iiiid,  as  wo  arc  tulj  in  (lie  narrativi',  "ho  wept  whon  he  gave  it 
unto  them." 

The  vessel  stood  to  the  north-west,  and  on  June  ;Ilst,  lOll,  while  entanjfled  in  the 
drift  iee,  I'rieket  says  that  Wilson  the  boatswain  and  (ireene  came  to  him  and  told 
him  that  they  and  the  erew  meant  to  turn  the  master  and  all  the  sick  into  the  boat, 
and  leave  them  to  shift  for  themselves ;  that  they  had  not  eaten  aiiythiiifj  for  three 
days,  that  there  were  not  fourteen  days'  provisions  left  for  the  whole  erew,  and  that 
they  were  determined  "  either  to  mend  or  end ;  and  what  they  had  l)ei4un  they  would 
go  through  with  it  nr  die."  Pricket  says  that  he  attemi)ted  to  dissuade  them,  but 
that  they  threatened  him,  and  (ireene  bade  him  hold  his  tongue,  for  he  himself 
would  rather  be  hanged  at  h(jme  than  starved  aln'oad.  A  litth;  later,  five  or  six 
fiE  the  mutineers  came  to  Pricket — he  lying,  as  he  says,  lame  in  his  cabin — and  adminis- 
tered the  following  oath  to  him  : — "  You  shall  swear  truth  to  (xod,  your  prince,  and 
country  ;  you  shall  do  nothing  but  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  the  action  in 
hand,  and  harm  to  no  man."  The  signification  of  all  this  soon  appeared,  for  on  Hudson 
coming  out  of  the  cabin  they  seized  him,  and  bound  his  arms  behind  him.  He  demanded 
what  tlicy  meant,  when  he  was  told  that  no  would  find  out  when  he  was  in  the  boat. 
The  boat  was  hauled  alongside,  and  Hudson,  his  son,  and  seven  "  sicke  and  lame  men" 
were  hustled  into  it;  a  fowling-piece,  some  powder  and  shot,  a  few  pikes,  an  iron  pot, 
a  little  meal,  and  some  other  articles,  were  thrown  in  at  the  same  time.  Only  one  man, 
.bilui  King,  the  carpenter,  had  the  courage  to  face  these  fiends  in  human  shape,  and 
remonstrate  with  th.em.  He  wasted  his  words  and  efforts,  and,  determining  not  to  abandon 
his  captain,  jumped  into  the  boat,  and  the  miitineeis  cut  it  adrift  among  the  ice.  W'a 
know  the  horrors  that  have  overtaken  strong  and  hearty  men  when  obliged  to  trust  to  the 
boats  in  mid-ocean;  in  this  case,  of  ten  persons  seven  at  least  were  helpless  and  crippled; 
and  sad  as  is  tiic  fact,  we  can  hardly  wonder  to  find  that  nothing  was  ever  gleaned  con- 
cerning their  fate.  One  shudders  to  think  of  their  hopeless  and  inevitable  doom,  and 
tliat   among  them  was   Inst  one  of   the  lira  vest  and   most   intrepid  of  England's  seamen. 

Hut  to  this  Arctic  tragedy  there  was  a  secpiel.  As  soon  as  the  boat  was  out  of 
sight  Pricket  says  tiiat  (ireene  came  to  him  and  told  him  that  he.  Pricket,  had  been 
elected  captain,  and  that  he  should  take  the  master's  cabin,  which  he  pretends  that  he  did 
with  great  reluctance.  The  mutineers  soon  began  to  quarrel  about  their  course,  and  were 
for  a  whole  fortnight  shut  in  the  ice,  at  the  end  of  which  time  their  provisions  were 
all  gone.  They  had  to  subsist  on  cockle-grass,  which  they  found  on  some  neighbouring 
islands.  They  now  began  to  fear  liiat  l']ngland  would  bo  no  safe  place  for  them,  and 
blustering  "  Henry  (Jrecne  svore  the  shippe  should  not  come  into  any  place  but  keep  the 
sea  still,  till  he  had  the  king's  majesties  hand  and  scale  to  shew  for  his  safety."  Greene 
shortly  after  dispossessed  Pricket,  and  became  captain,  a  jwsition  he  did  not  enjoy  long, 
(idiiig  ashore  nn  an  island  near  Cape  Digges  to  get  some  more  grass  and  shoot  some 
gulls,  a  quarrel  ensued  with  a  number  of  the  natives,  wherein  Greene  was  killed,  and 
threo  others  died  shortly  afterwards  from  wounds  received  in  the  scufHo.  Pricket,  aftei- 
fighting  bravely,  according  to  his  own  statement,  was  also  severely  wounded.  The 
survivors  were  now  in  a  fearful  plight,  and,  except  some  sea-fowl  which  they  managed   to 
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j)ro(!ure,  were  almost  entirely  witlmut  in-ovisinns.  Tlicy,  however,  stood  out  to  sea,  slia|>in<r 
their  course  fur  Ireland.  At  leiiLi'th  .dl  tlieir  sn])])iies  were  };^one,  and  they  \ver(>  reduced 
fo  eatinjj  candles  and  fried  skins  and  Imncs.  .Itist  licforc  reacliinj,'  (iailnway  Hay  one  of 
the  chief  mutineers  died  of  sheer  starvatidu. 

Such  are  the  main  points  uf  I'rickct's  story,  and  possildy  out  (if  compassion  for  the 
snflVrin^fs  they  had  undouhtcdly  endured,  no  impiiry  or  punisliment  followed  their  arrival. 
Hat  a  very  suspicious  circumstance  has  to  be  related  :  Hudson's  journal,  instead  of  terminatino; 
at  the  date,  June  ^Ist,  on  which  he  was  thrust  into  tlie  hoat,  finished  on  August  lird  of  the 
previous  year.  Pricket  had  charge-  of  the  master's  chest,  and  there  can  he  little  douht 
hut  that  all  portions  of  the  journal  which  uiiylit  have  implicated  them  had  been  destroyed, 
A  suhsecpient  navij^-ator  shrewdly  remarks  of  these  transactions:  "  Well,  I'ricket,  i  am  in  great 
doubt   of    thy  fidelity  to    Master  Hudson."     Nevertheless,  his  character  seems  not  U>  have 
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suffered  in  the  eyes  of  the  menhaiit  adventurers;  for  we  liud  him  cmplityed  next  year  in  a 
voyage  under  Captain  (afterwards  Sir)  Thomas  15utton,  one  object  of  which  seems  to  have 
been  to  follow  Hudson's  track.  They  discovered  and  wintered  in  Hudson's  River,  but  found 
no  traces  of  the  great  navigator  or  his  unfortunate  companions.  James  Ilall,  who  in  1(11;! 
left  England  on  a  voyage  of  northern  discovery,  and  was  mortally  wounded  by  the  dart  of 
a  Greenland  Escpiimaux,  was  accomjianied  by  William  HaHln,  one  of  the  must  seicntillc 
navigators  of  his  time.  This  expedition  is  noteworthy  for  having  been  the  first  on  record 
where  A'//////w(/r.v  were  taken  by  observation  of  the  heavenly  bodies.  Haflin  accompanied 
Hylot  in  Mil.j  on  a  voyage  to  the  north-west.  After  sighting  and  leaving  Greenland, 
many  enormous  iei'bcrgs  wt're  met,  some  upwards  of  two  hinidred  feet  out  of  the  water. 
Haliin  records  one  two  hundred  and  forty  I'eet  higli  above  the  sea,  and  says  that  on  the 
usual  computation,*  if   must  have  been   "one  thousand  sixe  hundred  and  eighlie  i'noto  from 

•  A  cut)ifiil  or  riMtuniiiiliir  muss  df  ire  will.  Iloiitins  in  the  sen,  liavo  uliout  six  tiim.s  the!  ilriitli  ninl.  r  WMdr  tlmt 
it  bus  height  iihovo.  I'ltt  it  will  he  ovidcnt  tliiit  this  will  ikjI  alijily  to  irnKi!l;ir-sha|M d  iii.issrs,  wliiih  may  have;  vtry 
solid  liases,  risiiiii;  above  in  liulilir  i>iiiiiai  li  s  or  ntlu  r  fantastic  fmnis.  The  Im.thi  r  i>t'  ihf  writer  lias  seen  on  the 
Urconlund  coast  ieeberss  00  to  100  feet  out  of  the  watc  i-,  ijiuiiinhd  at  100  fatbonis  ((lUO  feel). 
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tlic  top  to  the  Itottoint'."  A  vovni^c  miulo  by  tlit.'  same  navijjators  in  l(il(>  is  principally 
interest in<^  on  an'ount  dt'  llic  discovery  oi'  Sir  'i'lionias  Sniythe's  (now-a-days  abhreviated  to 
"plain"  Smith)  Sound.  Ahont  tiiis  period  also  the  pur>uit  oi'  the  whali'  and  walrus  was 
crcatinfjf  yreat  attention  from  the  larye  prolits  accruin>;'  to  the  merchants  and  companios 
enjiiijfed  in  it.  Hallin  aceompanieil  an  expedition  sent  out  hy  the  Muscovy  Company,  con- 
sistinj,'  of  six  ships  and  a  pinnace,  and  oil'  Spitzhergen  they  encountered  no  loss  than  eight 
Sjianish,  four  French,  two  Dutch,  and  some  Uiseayan  vessels.  Nevertheless,  "the  Knj^lish 
liaviny  taken  possession  oi."  the  whole  country  in  the  name  of  hi^  Majesty,  prohibited  all 
the  others  from  fishinj^,  and  sent  them  away,  excepting  such  as  they  were  i)leased  to  grant 
leave  to  remain."  IJallin  expected  that  the  Spanish  would  have  objected  lo  this  rather 
high-handed  course,  and  that  they  would  have  "fought  with  ns,  but  they  submitted  them- 
selves nntu  the  generall."  About  this  jieriod  there  was  u  very  large  number  of  more  or 
less  important  voyages  made,  which  may  be  termed  <d'  a  mixcl  charactei-.  Although  sent 
out  for  purely  commercial  purposes,  they  were  the  mean^  of  adding  something  to  our 
knowledge  of  geogra])hy.  Uaflin  made  more  than  o.ie  voyage  after  this,  aecom))anying  one 
whaling  expedition  which  consisted  nf  ten  ships  and  two  pinnaces.  The  results  of  some 
of  these  voyages  will  be  more  particidarly  mentioned  when  we  come  to  consider  the 
iidiabitants  of  the  Sea. 

In  1(J19  Christian  IV.  of  Denmark  sent  out  an  expedition  to  Greenland,  and  for 
northern  discovery  generally,  under  the  command  of  Jens  Munk,  an  experienced  seaman. 
The  two  vessels  emploved  were  mainlv  manned  bv  English  sailors  who  liiul  served  on 
previous  Arctic  voyages.  ^funk  left  Elsinoro  on  May  18th,  and  a  month  afterwards 
made  Cape  Farewell.  lie  endeavoured  to  stand  up  l^ivis's  Strait,  but  the  ice  preventing 
he  retraced  his  course,  eventually  passing  through  Hudson's  Strait,  to  which,  with  the 
northern  jmrt  of  Hudson's  Hay,  he  attached  new  nances,  in  apparent  ignorance  of  previous 
discoveries.  lie  made  the  coast  of  America  in  latitude  0.3"  20',  where  he  was  compelled 
to  seek  shelter  in  an  ojiening  of  the  land,  which  he  named  Munk's  ^Vinter  Harbour.  To 
the  surrounding  country  he  gavi'  the  name  of  New  Denmark.  The  year  being  advanced — 
it  was  now  September  7th — huts  were  immediately  constructed,  and  his  comi)any  were 
at  first  very  .iireessful  in  obtaining  gan,  partridges,  hares,  foxes,  and  white  bears. 
Several  mock  suns  were  observed,  and  on  December  Isth  an  eclipse  of  the  moon  occurred, 
during  which  this  luminary  was  surrounded  by  a  transparent  circle,  within  which  was  a 
cross  quartering  the  moon.  This  jihenonienon  was  regarded  with  alarm,  and  as  a  harbinger 
of  the  misfortunes  which  soon  followed.  The  weather  was  intensely  cold;  their  wine, 
lieer,  and  brandy,  were  frozen,  and  the  ca.sks  burst.  The  scurvy  made  its  appearance  in 
virulent  form,  and  a  Danish  authority  states  it  was  mostly  oecasiijned  by  the  too  free  use 
of  siiirituous  licpiors.  Their  bread  and  provisions  became  exhausted,  and  none  of  them 
had  strength  to  lumt  or  seek  other  supplies.  One  by  one  they  succumbed,  till  out  of 
sixty-four  persons  hardly  one  remained.  When  Munk,  who,  reduced  to  a  skeleton,  had 
remained  for  some  time  alone  in  a  little  hut  in  an  utterly  hopeless  .and  broken-hearted 
condition,  ventured  to  crawl  out,  ho  found  only  two  others  alive.  But  the  spring  had 
come,  and,  making  one  last  effort,  they  went  forth,  and  removing  the  snow  found  some 
roots  and  plants,  which  they  eagerly  devoured.     They  succeeded    in  obtaining   a   few   fish, 
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:iii(l,  later,  killod  somo  birds.  Tlieir  >itrt'iiytli  ri'tiiriiini,'',  they  ('(Hii|i|H'il  llio  siiiiilliT  vism'I 
.IS  well  as  tlu'y  were  ablo,  ami  set  sail  <iii  an  ajiiianiitly  IkiiicI.'ss  vnyajjc,  but  in  spite  nf 
storms  ami  othei  perils  siieeecdt'd  at  leiii;'tli  in  reaeliiiij^  Norway,  where  they  were  reeiiscd 
us  men  risen  from  the  y:ri'iVe.  .Muiik  must  have  possessed  an  nndannted  spirit,  I'nr  we 
lind  him  almost  immediately  proposiii",'-  to  make  an  attempt  at  the  north-west  jiassai^e,  in 
spite  of  all  the  snlTerin^^s  he  had  just  nndcr^'oni.'.  A  snbseription  was  raised,  and  a  vessel 
prepared  On  takiny  leave  of  the  court,  the  kinj;',  in  admonishing;'  him  to  be  more  cant  ions, 
appeared  to  ascribe  the  loss  of  his  erew  to  some  mismanayement.  Mnnk  replied  hotly, 
and  the  king,  foryettiny  his  own  Ilro^)"r  dignity,  struck  the  brave  navigator  with  u  cane. 
The  old  sailor  left  the  presence  of  this  unkingly  king,  smarting  \mder  a  sense  of  outrage 
which  ho  could  not  forget;  and  we  are  told  that  he  t  lok  to  his  bed  and  died  of  a  broken 
heart  very  shortly  afterwards.  The  story,  however,  is  discredited  by  some  authorities. 
Some  thirty  years  later  Denmark  again  furnished  an  expedition,  under  the  oonnnand  of 
Captain  Danclls,  to  explore  I'last  tJreenland.  He  could  rarely  approach  the  ice-girt  coast 
nearer  than  eighteen  or  twenty  miles,  and  subse<iuent  attemjits  have  been  little  more 
successful. 

Tho  establishment  of  the  Hudson's  IJay  Comi>any,  in  ](')()!>,  appears  to  have  diverted  the 
spirit  of  adventure  and  discovery  I'rom  the  far  north,  and  we  hear  of  few  voyages  to  the  Areti<: 
at  this  period,  and  for  some  time  afterwards,  although  tho  discovery  of  a  northern  passage  to 
tho  Paeilic  is  really  included  in  the  objects  iov  which  the  charter  to  that  Corporation  was 
granted. 

One  attempt  at  a  north-eastern  ])assagc  in  1()7(!  deserves  to  be  mentioned,  princi- 
pally on  account  of  the  eircumstances  wiiieh  bro.ight  it  about.  There  was  a  considerable 
amount  of  rivalry  in  the  East  Indian,  Chinese,  and  Japanese  trade  at  that  time,  between  the 
Dutch  and  ourselves,  and  some  rejjorts  had  reached  iMigland  that  a  company  of  merchants  in 
Holland  was  agitating  the  subject  of  a  north-eastern  passage  to  the  Orient  once  more. 
Further,  Mr.  Joseph  Aloxon,  a  Fellow  of  the  ^ioyal  Society,  had  just  published  his  "  Hriel' 
Discourse,"  wherein  ho  records  the  following  story,  frona  which  he  concluded  "  that  there 
is  a  free  and  open  sea  under  the  very  ]iole."  "  J5eii>g  about  twenty-two  years  ago  in 
Amsterdam,"  says  he,  "I  went  into  a  drinking-house  to  drink  a  cup  of  beer  for  my  tiiirst, 
and  sitting  by  the  public  lire  among  several  people,  there  hapj  ci.'hI  a  seaman  to  come  in, 
who  seeing  a  friend  of  his  there  whom  he  knew  went  in  the  Greenland  voyage, 
wondered  to  see  him,  because  it  was  not  yet  time  for  the  (Jreer'  1  ileet  to  come  home, 
and  asked  him  what  accident  ])rouglit  him  homo  so  soon;  his  friend  (who  was  the 
steer-man  aforesaid  in  a  Greenland  ship  that  summer)  told  him  thav  their  ship  went 
not  out  to  lisli  that  summer  but  only  to  take  in  the  lading  of  the  whole  Ileet,  and 
bring  it  to  an  early  market.  IJut,  said  he,  before  the  Ileet  had  caught  lisli  enough  to 
lade  us,  we,  by  order  of  the  (Jreenland  Company,  sailed  unto  the  north  jiole,  and  eami! 
back  again.  Whereupon  (hi.s  relation  being  novel  to  me)  I  entered  into  discourse  with 
him,  and  seemed  to  (piestion  the  truth  of  what  he  said;  but  ho  did  ensure  me  it  was 
true,  and  that  tho  ship  was  then  in  Amsterdam,  and  many  of  the  seamen  belonging  to 
her  to  justify  the  f'uth  of  it;  and  told  mo,  moreover,  that  they  had  sailed  two  degrees 
beyond  the  Pole."     The    Hollander   also   stated    that    they   had  an  open   sea,  free  from  ice. 


^ 

rf 


'. 


■'I 


'I; 


'.*,.' 


f! 


I: 


(It » 


1  ' 

■■  ■  -1 

i 

i 

Voi 


riJ 


THii  «i;a. 


:< 


M 


' 


k 


and  (li.it  (In-  wontluT  was  warm.  Wlinicver  aiiinimt  of  truth  there  luij^ht  1»'  in  thi^ 
liocrlioust'  hliirv,  its  pulilicatioii  had  an  inlhionce  at  the  time,  and  an  cxjiedilion,  |>artl\ 
]tn>vi(h'd  hy  the  (iuvernmcnt  and  i)artl_v  \>y  the  Didie  ol'  Vnrlv  ami  several  other  iidldcmen 
and  t^eiiUemen,  was  desimtchod  at  th.  end  id"  May,  Itirt!.  The  S/»>'/'ifiri'//  and  I'l-OKjiri'imx, 
nM(hT  the  eommand  resjicetively  ol"  Captains  Wood  and  Fhiwes,  were  the  vewsuls  employed. 
Tlie    lirst    struek    on    a    ledu'e  of   meks   olT    Nova  Zendthi,  and   Wood  had  scareely  time  to 
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yet  the  hread  and  carpenter's  tools  ashore  before  slie  went  to  pieces.  Two  of  the  crew 
were  lust,  and  the  rest  sal'ely  landed.  They  had  almost  concluded  to  attempt  a  boat 
voyajLfe,  similar  to  that  made  l>y  the  brave  Hollanders  ol'  Harents'  third  expedition,  when 
the  /'/■ii.y,fr")i.s,  attracted  by  a  ii^reat  lire  whieii  they  bad  made  on  the  shore,  hove  in  sight, 
ami  took  them  on  lioanl.  The  twi'  crews  reached  Kngland  safely,  and  the  voyaf^e,  in 
the  words  ol'  a  disting'uished  writer,  "scenic  to  have  closed  the  lonj^  list  of  unfortunate 
northern  exi)editions  in  that  century;  and  the  discovery,  if  not  absolutely  despaired  of, 
by  beino-  so  often  missed,  ceased  for  many  years  t<>  be  sought  for,'^ 

Nor  did  the  eighteenth  century  o])en  nmeh  more  auspiciously.  Mr.  Knight,  an  (dd 
servant  of  the  JIudson's  Hay  Company,  and  for  a  long-  time  governor  of  their  leading' 
estaljlishment    on    Nelst>n's    River,    had    learned    from    the    Indians   that    in    the    extreme 
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north  cif   tlicir   lorritcirv ,  iiiid  mi    llir    Imiik-  ipf  ii    iiaviyiiliK'   riviT,    tlicrc    wan   ti    rid 
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aflrr  inucli  fiiuldc,  lie  iiuliuiil  tin.'  ( 'iiin|i:iiis  t"  send  out  an  t'X|>f(litioii  Inr  tlio  i>iir|Miso 
of  invt'iitiuatiiiL;'  tln'  iiKitliT.  Kiiiuhl  liiiii>cll',  iiouily  ••iylity  yearn  oi  ajfi',  liail  a  ncnoral 
iliar^'t'  of  tlic  iN|ieilition,  tlio  vchsoIs  of  which  wt-n-  cnminaiKlfil  liy  Captains  Mailnw 
(iiitl  \  aiiylian.  Tin'  I'xiH'tlitiuii  Id't  in  tlic  sjiriii;;  of  I7l!i,  ami  iii'vcr  ri'tiiriictl ;  it  wan 
imt  till  l'orty-t'ii>lit  years  al'tcrwanls  that  any  information  was  hIcmiiciI  fuiici-rninj;'  tin* 
nu'laiH'holy  I'ati'  of  tlu>  whole  party,  In  the  year  17ti7  sinnc  of  tin-  ('onipans '-i  incti 
employed  in  whaliny  near  Marlile  I>land  stcmd  in  cIum-  to  the  siidre,  where  in  a 
harliiiiir  tliey  diseoverod  the  remains  oi"  ii  house,  the  liuli-  "I'  two  ships  inider  water,  aid 
yniis,  aneliors,  cahles,  an  anvil,  and  nthor  heavy  artieles,  wliieh  had  r.nt  heeii  reiiinveil  liy 
the  iiutivew.  The  fojlowinn',  fidiii  a  worU  hy  Samuel  lleariie,*  siiirnieiitly  indieatos  tho 
misery  to  which  the  party  id  heeii  reduced,  hcinrc  death  terminated  their  sulTeriiii,''s. 
It  was  olitaiiicd  thrnii^^ii   the   iiiediiim  of  an   KM(uiiiiauv   interpreter  from   the  natives. 

When  tlie  vessels  arrived  at  MarMc  Islaiul  it  was  very  late  in  the  fall,  and  in 
jfcttiny  tliem  into  the  liarliour  the  l.u'o'ot  nceived  imicli  damage,  hut  on  hcino'  fairly  in 
the  Knj;'lisli  hei,''an  to  luiilil  the  house;  their  numher  at  that  time  seeminj^f  to  lie  ahoiit 
lil'ty.  As  soon  as  the  ice  permittetl  in  the  fullowiiio'  sumiiicr  (17;*ll),  the  lisipiinianx  paid 
tlicin  another  visit,  hy  wliich  time  the  niimlicr  of  the  Knylish  was  very  yreatly  reduced, 
and    those    that    were    liviny   seemed    very    niihealthy.     Accordino'  lo   the  account  o'iveii   hv 
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tlie\     were    then    very    lMi<iiy    employed,    hut    ahoiit    what    they    could    not 
easily  descrihe,   prohaMy    in    len;;tlieiiino>    the    loiio'  hoat,    for  at    a   little  distance   from    the 
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house    there   was    now    lyiii^'    a    yrcat    (piaiitity    (d'    oak    chip-,    w 
assureilly  hy  carpenters. 
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ill  of  the  second  winter  their  numher  was  reduced  to  twenty.  That  winter  (I7^<l)  some  of 
the  Es(piimuux  to  ik  up  their  ahode  oii  the  opposite  side  of  the  haihour  to  that  on  which 
the  Enji'lish  had  huilt  their  houses,  and  frecpiciitly  siipjilied  them  with  such  provisions  as  they 
had,  which  chielly  consisted  of  whale's  hluhher,  seal's  llesli,  ami  train  oil.  When  tli' 
vanced    the    Ksciniinanx    went    to    the    continent,    and     on    their    visit  in;;'    ]\rarhle 


siiriii"'    ai 


Island 


iifani,  in   tlic  suniinir   i 


1    17:!1,   tl 


lev  on 


iv  r 


OUIU 


live    of    the    luiirlish    alivi 


am 


those  were  in  such  di.strcs.s  lor  provisions  that  they  ea^-erly  ate  the  seal's  llesh  and  whale's 
hlubhor  quite  raw  as  they  jiurcluised  it  from  the  natives.  This  disordered  them  so  much  that 
three  of  them  died  in  a  few  days,  and  the  other  two,  thoiij.j'h  very  weak,  made  a  shift  to 
hury  them.  Those  two  survived  mm  \  days  after  the  rest,  and  frccpienllv  went  to  the 
top   of   an    adjacent    rock    and    earnest i\     lookctl     to    th 
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tat  ion    of    some    vessels    coining    to    their    relief. 
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Alter     continuing    there    a     coiisiderahle 


time  to^'ether,  and  notIiin<;  appearinj;  in  sio-ht,  they  sat  <lown  close  too'cther  and  wejit 
bitterly.  At  length  one  of  the  two  died,  and  the  other's  strcnj.;th  was  so  far  exliaiisteil 
that  he  fell  down  and  died  also  in  attemptiiii>'  to  diy  a   ijrave  for  his  companion. 

In   1711    ('ai)taiii    MidiUetoii    made  a   northern    voyaye   of  little   importance,  and  en  his 
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ri'tiini  \vii«i  |iiil(Ii(ly  aciiiscd  liy  oiu'  Mr.  Arlliiir  DuMis,  nf  litivinur  nvivii  in  Imd  fuitli  tn 
ilii>  (lovci'iiiiu'iit,  iiiitl  of  liiiviii;;  taken  a  l*rilii>  nC  i.r),(Mlll  f,  r  I.  MiuUon  h  Hny  ('(iin|iany, 
\\i>i  iilil  iiniiliiycr.'^,  'Ill/  lo  make  discdvcritN.  Tin' i  aptain  dc  '  'aviii','  arci'ptcd  anv  luilx', 
Ixit  alniHst  adniitti'd  that  Ik*  had  r<aid  no  one  Hhould  )m!  tni'.i  i  ih.  wiiicr  it'  hi'  ilid  make 
I  hi'  Mnitli-WfHt  paswiyit'.  Tin'  aj,''itatinn,  iiowevor,  Mlinnl  l»y  l)'>h!w,  K-d  to  the  imssinj,''  oi' 
an  .\it  111'  I'arlianuut  nlTcriny  the  laro'i'  nmim  nf  L;J(MMI()  I'm'  the  disfuvi-ry  ol'  a  north- 
wi'Htt'rn  roiitt'  to  tin'  Indict,  Two  vt'ssi'Ii* — tlu'  lti>hl)\  (litfln/  and  Ctilij'oniii — wci'i' i'i|ni|>|M'd 
liy  Hiihscriiitinn,  and  lol't  in  tlic  sprini^  of  17  MI.  Tlu'  i'\|it'ilitii>M  wintfrrd  near  Fni't 
York,  hilt  althoii'^h  ah-ciit  scvcntct'n  nioiiths,  virtually  !U'«'oni|ilislu'd  notiiiii;;.  'I'ho  ri'snlt 
was  that  the  ardour  of  the  pulplir  a^  well  ax  of  oxiiIoitin  niriviHl  a  dtridcd  du'ck,  and 
fi'r  nearly  thirty  years  we  hear  of  no  Aretie  voya;;'i,'  beiny;  dcsiuitehcd  lor  jiurpoHes  id' 
discoviTV. 


CIIAl'TKR    \\\. 

I'liiicit.vdf  Arctic  Kx|ic(liliiiiis  in  tlio  KIkIiIcciiiIi  I'liiliuy  -  I'liipin  VoyiiKc  Walls  of  Ice  KciocIiiiih  SciiliorHCB— .\  Mcuuliful 
tiliiclcr— t'tiok'H  V(ijii«c-A  Krchti  .Mlciiipl  Kxlciixluii  nf  Ihc  (iovcniiiu'iil  IIchuiiIh— I'lipo  I'l'lncc  of  WiiIch-.Vimdiik 
111!'  TcliilklclilH-lcyCapc-HaMlcil  liy  llic  Ice -ItiixHliiii  VoyiiKCH—'riic  Two  l'nciiiii|iicnililc  Capes  rdip  Ijie  (iical- 
lliliriiiK's  Vdjawcs  -KIscovery  of  the  .>»lniil»-TliL' Tliiril  VoyaKc— Seiirvs  and  Stiipwi'cck-Kciilli  of  llie  ('oiimmiulcr 
— Niw  Silieila— 'I'lic  Jviiry   IsIuikIh. 

TllK  eii4'liteenth  century  was  imt  reiuarkaMe  for  the  iimiilier  of  northern  voyaf^cs  instiyfated 
in  I'lnylaud  for  i^voj^raiihieal  n'seanli.  This  was  partly  due  to  the  many  previous  failures, 
hut  still  more  to  important  discoveries  which  were  heiny  made  in  other  parts  of  the 
world,  and  which  for  the  time  threw  Arctic  adventure  in  the  shade  The  land  and  river 
expeditions  of  Samuel  llearne  and  Alexander  Mackenzie  to  the  ^Ikucs  or  iicii^hliipiirhodd  of 
the  .\rctie  Ocean  do  nut  cnmi>  within  the  scope  of  this  wurk,  and  slroii:;'  dmihts  have 
heel)  expressed  as  to  whether  either  of  these  explorers  really  readied  salt  water,  although 
lintli    were   midoul)tedly   near  it. 

'I'he  northern  voyaye  of  Captain  (^mstantine  John  l'hip|is  (altcrwaids  Lnrd  .Miili^rave) 
deserves  s(une  notice,  inasmiicli  as  it  was  a  distinct  attempt  to  reacli  the  North  I'ule. 
'I'lie  Ili.n.  l\iines  narriun'tuu  and  ntliers  had,  ])rior  to  17?.'),  ajjritated  the  siihject  before 
tlie  l{iival  Society,  and  the  i'resideiit  and  Council  of  that  learned  body  had  memorialised 
the  (Joverninont  to  lit  out  an  oxjieditioii  for  the  jiiirpnse,  which  His  Majesty  was  jdeased 
to  direct  shnnld  be  immediately  undertaken.  Two  vessels,  the  linreiiuixn  and  the  Ciirnins, 
were   selected,    the   former   havinyf  ninety   and  the   second    eiylity    men  on   board.     The  ships 

■lied    the    latitiuU'    of 
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left   the  Nnre   on   .rmie    iDth,    177-'5,  and    seventeen   days   later  had    rea 

the   southern    jiart    of    S])it/ber<jen,   without     haviiiy  met     ice    or    exper 

from    the    .')tli    of    July   onwards,   when  olT    Spitzberj^'en,   they  met   immense  fields,  almost 
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l))>on  hown  with  an  n\o,  \vi>i't>  iintiit'il  <jii  tlw  i«hore.  Tiit>tfi>  lia<I,  uiuluuhU'illy,  ilril'ti'il  out 
IVoiii  Hiiiiif  t)l'  till'  ^ivat  i'ivt>i-i4  of  tlii>  inaiiilaiKl.  \Vliil(>  Iutd  tlu<\  woiiiulcil  a  Hou-linrHt', 
wliicli  iimiuuliali'ly  flivid,  and  Itrmijflit  up  a  whole  army  of  oIIumn  to  tlio  rtwuf.  Tlu'y 
attai'kt'il  the  lumtj  which  waM  nearly  uii^ol  and  ntovo  in,  und  wivxtetl  an  uar  tVoiii  unu  uf 
tho  miiloM. 

On  July  •t'Mli  the  uvathcr  wa»  «'xc'i'edin>fly  lovely,  and  the  scene  armind  thoni,  huyn 
Captain  lMii|)ps,  "  heautifid  aiul  pietiiresipie ;  the  two  shipK  heealined  in  a  lai';;c  hay,  with 
three  a|)parent  openings  itetweeii  the  islands  that,  Iniined  it,  hut  everywhere  surniuiiih'd 
with  icc(  as  far  as  we  eould  see,  with  some  streams  of  water;  not  a  lireatli  of  air;  tiio  water 
|M'rfectly  smooth;  tho  ico  eoveroil  with  hiiow,  low  and  even,  except  a  few  hroken  pieeos 
near  the  ed^es ;  the  pools  of  water  in  the  iniihlle  of  the  pieces  wore  frozen  ovt'r  uith 
young  ice."  On  August  Ist  tho  ice  hej^an  to  press  in,  and  places  whicli  had  licfure  Ihm'U 
Hat  and  almost  level  with  the  water  were  forced  liKjIu-f  t/mn  l/if  niiilii'ifiinlx  of  the  vessels. 
The  crews  were  set  to  work  to  try  and  cut  out  the  ships,  and  they  sawed  thr'>u^>'h  ice 
sometimes  as  much  as  twelve  feet  thick,  hut  without  elTeetiiiy  their  escupe.  Meantime 
tho  ships  drifto<l  with  tho  i<'e  into  fourteen  fathoms,  and  Captain  I'hipps,  <rreatly  alarmed, 
at  one  time  proposed  to  ahanthin  the  ships  and  hetake  to  the  hoats.  On  Au;jus|  7th, 
keepin;if  their  launch  out  and  ready  for  emergencies,  they  crowded  all  sail  on  the  vessels, 
ami  three  days  later,  after  incurring  miirli  danger,  reached  tin-  open  water,  and  anchored 
in  Fair  Haven,  Spitzbergen.  A  rcinarkalily  grand  iceherg,*  or,  mnre  jjroperly,  glacier, 
was  observed  here.  Tho  face  towards  the  sea  was  nearly  perpendicular,  ami  aliout  ."{IIU  feet 
high,  with  a  cascade  ol'  water  issuing  from  it.  The  contrast  of  the  dark  mountains  and 
white  snow,  with  tho  beautiful  green  colour  of  the  near  ice,  niaile  a  very  pleasing  and 
imcominon  pictm-e.  Phipps  describos  an  iceberg  which  had  limited  from  this  glacier  iuid 
grounded  in  twenty-l'our  fatlioms  (III-  Ceet ).  It  was  tifty  feet  above  the  surface  of  tin- 
water. 

Captain  Phipps  did  not  pursue  his  investigations  farther,  but  bore  for  Jlngland,  which 
ho  reached  late  in  September.  The  unfavourable  termination  of  his  voyage  did  nut  deter 
the  (tovernmcnt  from  other  elTorts.  Another  voyage  was  ordered,  and  the  celebrated 
navigator.  Captain  James  Cook,  apjininted  to  the  command.  Tho  object  was  to  attempt 
OMce  more  the  north-west  passage,  but  in  a  new  manner.  Hitherto  all  efforts  had  been 
made  from  the  Atlantic  side;  on  this  occasion  the  ])lan  was  reversed,  and  the  viv^scls  were 
to  outer  tho  Polar  si'as  from  the  Pacillc  Ocean.  The  two  vessels  employed,  the  Hi'.sd/hIIoh 
and  /Jincorcr//,  are  now  historically  famous  from  tho  extensive  voyages  made  in  them,  in 
the  Pacific  more  particularly.  Tho  first  was  commanded  by  Cook,  and  tlie  latter  by  Ca|)tain 
Clerke.  By  an  Act  of  Parliament  then  outstanding  a  reward  of  1.2n,(IO()  was  hehl  out 
to  ships  belonging  to  any  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  which  should  make  the  i)assage,  but 
it  excluded  the  vessels  of  the  Royal  Navy.  This  was  now  amended  to  include  His  Majesty's 
ships,  and  a  further  reward  of  £5,000  offered  to  any  vessel  which  should  approach  within 
one  degree  of  the  North  Pole. 
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*  In  sovcriil  of  tlio  dMrr  Antio  works  jjflacicrs  ami  ici'licrss  nro  confoumlril.  Thi>  fact  is  that  tho  latter,  oi 
at  all  events  the  larirer  iiuniher  of  the  latter,  are  horn  of  the  former.  Thev  are  nia».--e.->  of  iee  wliieh  havi;  bei  laiie 
detaihud  at  tho  sea  end  and  have  lloatcd  away. 
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Tho  two  ships,  aHor  nialvin<?  many  discoverios  in  tlic  Pacill.',  ontevod  Behrinp:  Strait 
on  August  !)tli,  177!t,  and  anchored  near  a  point  of  land  which  has  heen  suhseqnently  fonnd 
to  ho  the  extreme  western  point  of  North  America,  and  to  which  Cook  gave  the  name 
Cape  Prince  of  Wales.  Some  elevations,  like  stai^es,  and  otliors  like  huts,  were  seen  on 
this  i)iirt  nl'  the  coast,  and  they  thou-ht  also  that  some  people  were  visihle.  A  little 
later  Cook  stood  over  to  the  Asiatic  coast,  where,  entering  a  large  bay,  he  found  a  village 


KNCOUNTEU    WITH    SEA-HOltSF.S. 


ot'  the   natives    known    now-a-days   as   Tchuktchis.      They  were   found  to  be   i)eaceablc  and 
civil,  and  several  interchanges  of  jtresents  were  made. 

In  1S(!5  and  iMiO  the  writer  of  these  pages,  wlicn  in  the  service  of  the  llussian-American 
Telegraph  l''xpedition,  had  an  opportunity  of  visiting  an  almost  identical  village  in  I'lovcr 
Bay,  I'lastevn  Siberia.  The  bay  itself,  sometimes  called  Port  Provideiu-e,  has  generally 
passed  by  tho  i'ornier  nanu'  since  the  visit  of  IIM.S.  J'lurcr,  which  laid  uj)  there  in  the 
winter  of   IS  18-'.),  when   employed    on    the    search  for  Sir  John   Franklin.     Bare  cliifs  and 


*  'i'\\y  wiitir  iias  visited  miiiiy  imits  of  Riis,sian-Am(>niii,  nr,  as  it  is  now  lallitl,  Alaska,  a  little  south  of  llie 
alidve   point.     The   natives  as  a  r"!e   Iiv('    iiiuh'/yruKinl    in   winter,   Imt  tliey  have  for    snninier  use  hoanl    ar.il   I..,' 
houses  on  tht   suvfaee.   and   stages  ahovi'  and  aroinid  tlien\  of  all    kiiuls,   some 
iiledu;es  or  canoes  a'lovo  the  surface  uf  the  iiround,  A:c. 
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TIIH   TclirKrciIIs. 


|.J7 


■N 


;  , 


ruygod  mountains  hum  it  in  an  tliivo  sides,  and  a  lony;  spit,  on  wliicli  the  native  villayo 
is  situated,  shelters  it  on  the  oceiin  [ov  Mehrinj^  Sea)  side.  The  Tehuktehis  live  in  skin 
tents.  T//C'  I'ciii'iiii'i  iif  luiilri'i/i'iiiniil  /loiisifi  iiri/  it/i-ii,  hi't  t/if  p<.'<i/il('  ii'/m  I'xtd  l/icni  /nirr  j/ii.<(\i  1/ 
,i/r,i//.  The  i)resent  race  makes  no  um'  oI'  such  houses.  .\ltiioui;'h  their  skin  dwellings 
a})i)eMr  outwardly  roui^h,  and  are  ]i:»tihed  with  every  variety  ul"  hide — walrus,  seal,  and 
reindeer — with    here  and   there  a   i'raymenl  nf   a   sail   obtained   from   the   whalers,   they  aro 
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in  reality  eonstrurted  over  frames  luiilt  of  the  Jarfjer  hones  -Tf  wliales  and  walruses,  and 
very  admir.ibly  put  toix^'thei.  In  liiis  most  exposed  nf  villaii'es  the  wintry  Masts  must  he 
trarful,  yet  these  people  are  to  he  fnund  there  at  all  seasons.  Wood  they  have  none,*  and 
liluhher  lamps  are  tlie  unly  me.ans  they  have  for  warminn'  their  tents.  The  frames  o( 
some  of  their  skin  canoes  are  al-so  of  l)one.  On  either  side  of  these  rral't,  which  are  the 
counterpart  of  the  (ireenland  canoes  it  is  usual  to  lind  a  sealskin  Iilnwn  out  tii^hl  and 
tiie  ends  secured.  These  serve  as  tloals  to  steady  the  cauoc.  They  have  very  strong 
fishini^'-nets,   made  of  thin  strips  ni'  walrus  hide. 

•  'I'Ik  ri'  is  imnc  i^TciwiiiL:.  Ipiit  a  wnik  nr  jiiid'  uf  iliil't-Wduil  cm  c  ii-iuiiiilly  suinilirs  the  ir  ir'imI.  'I'lir  w  ritn" 
w;is  in  I'liliiiiiif  Sill  in  tlir  antinnn  uf  tlii'  year  lS(i.'),  wlnn  tin-  t':iinril  :nul  ilniidicl  ]iii\.ilirr  sinDtiiiilmil,  Imrii' il 
tidrti/  AniiiiiMii  \vlialc'-s]iiiis,  imd  the  n.itiv<s  li;iil  tlicn  a  rcmsiitrralpli'  aiiioiint  uf  wic  cka;^!',  iniliidintr  lumiili  tn 
li'iats,  wliivli  liail  riiinc  a.-li^ri'.      /'c't  tti'   aiitli"i's  v.oik.  •■  Tiavil  ami  .\ilvi  ntiirc  in  tin;  'J'l  iiitMiy  "f  Alaska,"  \i'. 
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The  Tt'luiktclu.s  are  a  stronprly-built  race,  altlioiiyli  the  iiihal>itants  o£  this  particular 
villa^'o,  IVuin  iiitercourso  with  whaling  vessels,  have  lieeii  iiiiicli  deinoralised.  One  ol'  these 
luitivos  was  seen  earryiii};'  the  awkwanl  htinlen  <>l"  a  earj)enter's  ehest  weiu'liing  two 
luuulred  pounds  without  apparently  considering'  it  a  j^reat  exertion.  They  are  a  good- 
hiinioured  jieople,  and  not  greedier  than  the  average  ot"  natives;  they  are  very  generally 
honest.  They  were  of  inueh  service  to  a  large  party  of  men  who  wintered  there  in  lMJ(!-7, 
at  the  period  wiien  it  was  proposed  to  cross  Behring  Straits  with  a  suhniarine  calile  in 
connection  with  the  land  lines  then  partly  under  construction  by  the  Western  Lnion 
Telegraph  Company  of  America. 

"The  cliildren  are  so  tightly  sewn  up  in  reindeer-skin  clothing  that  they  look  like 
walking  bags,  and  tumble  about  with  the  greatest  impunity.  All  of  these  [)eoi>le  wear 
skin  coats,  pantaloons,  and  boots,  excepting  only  on  high  days  in  summer,  when  you 
may  see  a  few  old  garments  of  more  civilised  ai)pearance  that  have  seen  better  days, 
and  have  been  traded  ott  by  the  sailors  of  vessels  calling  there. 

"  The  true  Tchuktchi  method  of  smoking  is  to  swallow  all  the  fumes  of  the  tobacco;  and 
1  have  seen  them  after  six  or  eight  pulls  at  a  pipe  fall  back,  completely  intoxieated  for 
the  time  being.  Their  pipes  are  intinitely  larger  iu  the  stem  than  in  the  bowl ;  the 
latter,  indeed,  holds  an  inlinitesimally  small  amount  of  tobacco. 

"It  is  said  that  the  Tchuktchis  murder  tiie  old  and  feeble,  but  only  with  the  victim's 
consent  !  They  do  not  a))pear  to  indulge  in  any  uniu'cessary  cruelty,  but  endeavour  to 
stupify  the  aged  sacrilice  before  letting  a  vein.  Tiiis  is  said  to  bo  done  by  putting 
some  substance  up  the  nostrils;  but  the  whole  statement  must  bo  received  with  caution, 
although  we  derived  it  from  a  shrewd  native  who  had  been  much  employed  by  the 
captains  of    vessels   in    the  capacity  of  interpreter,  and  who  could  speak  in  broken  Mnglish. 

"  This  native,  by  namt>  '  Xau-Ivum,'  was  of  service  on  various  occasions,  and  was 
accordingly  much  petted  by  us.  .Some  of  his  remarks  are  worthy  of  record.  On  being  taken 
down  into  the  engine-room  of  the  steamer  U'rii/lil,  he  examined  it  carefully,  and  then  shaking 
his  head,  said  solemnly,''/'")  muchee  wheel,  makee  man  too  muchee  think!'  His  curiosity 
when  (Ml  board  was  unappeasal>le.  "What's  that  fellow  V'  was  his  constant  (juery  with  regard 
tu  anything,  from  the  '  ilonkey-engine  '  to  the  mainmast.  On  one  ticcasion  Ik^  heai'd  two 
men  di.scussii  '■  ratlier  warndy,  and  could  not  at  all  understand  such  un necessary  excitement. 
'That  fellow  crazy  y'  saiil  he.  ("ojonel  Ibdkley  (ei'.gineer-in-chief  of  the  telegraph 
enterprise)  gave  him  a  suit  of  clothes  with  gorgeous  brass  buttons,  and  many  other 
|)resents.  Tlie  whalers  use  such  men  on  occasions  as  pilots,  traders,  and  interpreters,  and 
to  Naukum  iu  particular  I  know  as  nuich  as  live  barrels  of  villaiious  whiskey  have  been 
entrusted,  for  which  he  accounted  satisfactorily.  The  truth-loving  Chippewa,  when  asked, 
'Are  you  a  Christian  Imlian  ?  '  ]iromptly  re[ilied,  '  No,  I  whishkey  Injen  ! '  and  the  truthful 
Tchuktchi  would  say  the  same.  They  all  appear  to  he  intensely  fond  of  spirits.  The 
traders  sell  tiuni  li(piors  of  tiie  most  horrible  kind,  not  nuich  sujierior  to  the  'coal  oil' 
or  'kerosene'  used  for  lamps."  So  much  for  natives,  who,  in  Captain  Cook's  time,  were 
doubtless  nmch   more  innocent  and  unsophisticated. 

To  resume  our  narrative:  Cook  again  crossed  to  the  northern  American  coast,  and  on 
August  J  7  til  reached  a  point  encumbered  with  ice,  wiiicli  formed  an  impenetrable  Held.      To 
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V.\'\^  jKMiit  ho  <,'avo  tlie  iiaiiii'  h'V  CiilH',  ami  it  was  tlio  t'urtlicst  <'ast  he  was  al'li'  to  ])rn('iod. 
While  he  UKuh'  every  ctTurt  to  rullil  the  nhjeet  <A'  his  iiiissiuii  lie  was  hatiled  at  every  ]ioiiit, 
and  oil  Aiijjfiist  -'inth  lie  turned  the  vessel>'  ItDWs  .southward.  After  many  exjiloratinns  of  liuth 
tiie  Asiatic  and  Ainerieaii  e^asts,  it  will  he  remeuihered  that  he  lest  his  life  at  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  lie  was  succeeded  hy  Captain  ("lerke,  who  in  177'.'  again  atteiiii)te(l  tn  make  tin- 
liassai,''e,  hut  with  even  less  success   than  iiad  heeii  attained  l)y  Captain  Cook. 

In  order  that  the  variniis  sections  of  this  suliject  siiould  not  become  confused  or  involved, 
mention  of  many  Russian  voyayes,  which  had  for  their  aim  the  exploration  of  the  coasts 
of  Northern  Asia,  and  among  which  were  several  direct  attempts  at  making  tln'  north-east 
passage,  has  hocn  purixisely  mnitted  till  now.  As  early  as  llils  PeshuetT  undoiihtedly  made  a 
voyage  from  the  mouth  of  the  Kolyma  round  the  extreme  eastern  point  of  Asia,  and  through 
Rehring  Straits  to  the  Anadyr.  In  very  early  times  the  Russians  used  to  creep  along  the  coast 
at  the  other  end  of  the  continent,  from  Archangel  to  the  Obi,  and  in  the  eighteenth  century, 
in  particular,  many  efforts  were  made  to  extend  the  explorations  eastward.     In  brief,  several 
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n,  am 


1  Sluirakott",  between  t' 


e  years 


i->\ 


aiic 


••5  s. 


sailed  from  Archangel  to  the  Obi,  doiililing  the  promontory;  Lieutenant  Koskelof  made  a 
successful  voyage  from  the  Obi  to  the  Yenesei  in  17oS;  and  in  17;5.">  Lieutenant  i'lon- 
chishehef,  who  was  accompanied  by  his  wife,  got  very  close  to  Capo  ('belyuskin  (or  .North- 
east Cape)  on  its  eastern  side,  his  vessel  being  frozen  in  near  that  jioint.  IJoth  himself 
and  his  wife  died  there.  In  17l:i  Lieutenant  Cbelyuskin  reached  the  iiortiierniiiost  caiie, 
which  boars  his  name,  by  a  sledge   journey,     'i'he  Xorth  Last  Cape   (Cajio  Chelyu.skin)   and 


he  nci 


ghbouring  Cape  Taimyr*  had  never  been   rounded,  till    Professor  Xordenskjold  a  I 


cw 


vears    a<i'o    s 


ucceeded  in  jiassing  both,  thus  making  the  long-sought  north-ea.st  passage. 
From  the  Lena  eastward  to  the  Kolyma  voyages  have  often  ijcen  maile,  and,  as  we  have 
seen,    Deshnelf    had    completed    the    circuit    of    the   coa>t    from   the    Kolvma    eastward    at    a 


very   early    pen 


id.      T 


le    record 


ot    th^ 


vovaire    w 


ere    entirel\-   overlooked    for    a    <e,iturv, 


when  tlicv  were  unearthcil  at  Yakutsk,  in  Siberia,  bv    .Miilhr,  the  histor 


mil  o 


f  tl 


10   vovao-03 


nb  lilt    to 


narrated 


IC    Vi.Vao'O; 


are 


tl 


lose  o 


f  \ 


an 


Inseparably  conneeted   with  f'.ie  history  of  Ant 
explorer  who  deserves  to  rank    .ii..ong  the  oroatest  of   his  eonturv,  althouirh    1 


1? 


itus    liehnng, 


us  several 


adventurous  attempts  are  eomparaiivejv   li.ile  ki 


10  wn. 


W 


eliriiio'  was    a 


D; 


me   wlio 


had 


N'Oll 


attracted    into    the    Huss 


lan 


1,  e 


(lu 


ame    o 


f    Peter    the    (i 


roat , 


an 


1   h 


e\pi'(litioiis 


lie  emperor 


how- 


had   boon  directly  pliumed    by  that   enterpri-iiig  and  sagaci<ius   monarch. 

ever,  did  not   live  to  see  tl-..n,  consummated.     Tli-ir  main  objects  were  to  determine  whet  her 


■;ia    .1 


nil    America   did  or  did 


ni!   join    at   some   Dorthorn    pi>iiit   and   form 


one 


coiit  iiieiit 


low  nearl'-  the   coasts  apjiroaclied   each  other.     "The  Emjiress  CatI 


ion  no 


and  if  detached,   I 

says    Miillor,  the   historian    of   Bohring's   life 

most  precisely  the   plans   of  iior  deceased   husband, 

order    for    the    exjiodition    to    Kamtsehatka."       11 

associated   with    him  Lieutenants  Spaniiorg  and  Tsehirikolf.     Thev  took    their  llnal   orders   on 


IS  she  endoavouretl   m    all    points  to   exeeiito 
in    a    manner   began    her   rei^n    with   an 


olinng  was    a])pointe<i   commaiii 


ted 
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*   In   Uw   siiiiimr.r  cf    ISi:!   Mi.lilri|,l..if   .xi.lur.a  t;,,    ,  oast.^  iiiul  ii.  iulil.oiutiuuj  of    CiqH:  Taimyr,  and  luukiiiy 
scawurds  to  tlio  Poliir  Ocraii,  saw  <i|i'ii  watrr. 
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I'\'liriiiii'y    nil),    17:i.'),    aiul    procivdcil   ovorliiiul    tlinnii^h    Siberia    io    the   Ochotsk    Sea. 
ccrtuiiily   <;ives   some  iiica   of   the   dillicult    nature   (if  tlie   trip   in    tiicise    days   when    we 
that   it   (icrii]iie(l   tliciu   //''o    i/furx   to  transjiort    their  stores  and  outiit   to  Ocliotsk.     A 
was   spoeially   eonstruefed,    in   whieii   they   erossed   to    Boleherotsk,   in    Kaniehatka,*  and    tli 


It 

find 
el 


vess 


foll( 


\\\'\\\\x,   wiiitii    tiieir   provisions  and   naval  stores  were  transported  to  Nishni   (new)  Kani- 


ehatka, a  small  t<pwii,  or  rather  villat^'c,  whieh  is  still  one  of  the  few  settlements  in  that  yreat 
peninsula.     "On  the    ith  of   Ajjril,    1?™8,"  says  IMiilh  r,  '' a    boat  was   put    ujion  the  stoeks, 


th 


])ao 


ket-hoats    used    in    the    Haltiek,  and   on    the    Idlii 


Jul 


V   was 


anneneil 


an( 


named  the   boat    Unhi-'ifl."     On  the  2()th   of  the   same   month     lU'hrin<f  left   the   river,   ai 
followiuy  the  east  coasts  of   Kamchatka  and  Siberia,  reached  as  far  north  as  (!?■    Is'  in  tl 


10 


ic 


straits  which  now  bear  ids  name  Here,  fnuling  the  land  trend  to  the  west,  he  canio  to 
the  conclusion  that  he  had  reaeheil  the  e.vtreme  ]ioint  of  Asia,  and  that  the  continent  of 
America,  although  contiguous,  did  not  join  it.  Of  course  we  know  that  in  the  latter  and 
main   point   he   was   rii^'ht.     He  dis<'0vered  St.  Laurence  Island,  and  in  the  autumn  returned 

ailed.     In    a    second  voyage    contrary   winds 


success 


fullv    to   tlie    town  from    which   he    had 


baliled  ;dl  his  cITorts  to  reach  and  examine  the  coasts  of  America,  and  eventually  he 
douliled  the  southern  point  of  Kamchatka,  and  returned  r'ld  tlie  Siberian  overland  ronle 
to   St.    Petersburg'. 

it  is  to  the  third  voyage  of  lichring  that  the  greatest  interest  attaches.  His  first 
attempt  had  been  successful  in  its  main  object,  and  both  the  leader  and  his  oflicers  were 
tired    with    an  ambition  to  distinguish    themselves  in   further    exjdorations.     Midler    says  : — 


The 


(lesiifn  o 


f    the  first   voyage  was  not  brought  on    the  carpet  again  upon  this  occas 


ion, 


since  it  was   looked  nj 


loll  as 


completed;  but  instead  of  that,  orders  were  given  to  make 
voyages,  as  well  eastward  to  the  continent  of  America  as  southward  to  Japan,  and  to  dis- 
cover, if  possible,  at  the  same  time,  ////•"/'////  llic  J'r(i:rii  xcii  t/ic  imrl/i  pdx.iot/f  (the  italics 
are  ours — Kl'.),  which  had  been  so  frequently  attempted  by  the  English  and  Dutch,  'i'lie 
Senate,  (lu  Admiralty  Oflice,  and  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  ail  took  their  parts  to  eoni])lete 
tin's  important  undertaking.  "  iJehring  and  his  faithful  lieutenants  were  promoted,  and  a 
number  of  naval  otiicers  were  ordered  to  join  the  expedition.  Several  seientilic  jirufessors, 
John   Geoi-f'c  (iuielin,  Lewis  de   Lisle  do  la  Crovere,  S.  IMiiller,  and  one  Steller,  a  student. 


volunteered  to  aecompain- 


unaie  cireums 


fort 


tl'  land  r 


or 


Bel 

tl 


iring. 


L  wo   o 


f    these  latter    never  went    to    sea — probably  a 


lemselves,  as 


th 


-(■(III 


el  will    show — but    confined    theniselv( 


(■searcUe^ 


in 


Miieria. 


After  loiiir   and    tedious 


joiirnevings,  and  great  trouble  in  transporting  their  stores 
across  the  dreary  wilds  of  Siberia,  they  at  length  reached  Petropauiovski,  Kamchatka,  and 
having  constructed  vessels,  left  that  port  on  July  Ith,  17  H,  on  their  eventful  voyage. 
Early  in   its  history  the  shi|is   became  separated   during  the  continuance  of  a   terrible  gale. 

*  Tlv  writer  hns  spelt  the  wurd  phoniHically.  Tt  is  impDssilile  (o  remler  moro  th;in  the  sodnd  of  n  Rus-sian 
wcii'il  in  I';iif;li>h.  .■mil  ;iiiy  iittempt  to  Annlirise  tlie  Riissi:(ii  spelliny  must  end  in  fiiilure.  ;is  there  are  thirty-six  letters 
ill  thtit  liine'uaire.  Idil  from  interenursi'  with  ediir.iti'l  Kiis-iians  in  Kiiueh.itica  iliiiinLf  two  \isits  in  ISIi.'i  and 
iSdO,  he  know;-,  th.it  his  mode  more  nearly  leiiresents  tlie  sound  than  the  versions  iomnioi\ly  ado[iled,  one  of 
vhieh  may  he  noted  ahove  in  the  (juotation  from  lliiUer,  whoro  tho  English  translalor  has  miid(j  the  word 
K(illlLsf/i'it/.(i. 
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Hflii'iny  (liscMvcrcd  niiinv  i<\'  \\\o  AlciUiiii  and  dIIht  i>limils  iiciii't'r  tint  Aincriran  coiist. 
'I'lii'  sc'iir\ y  maUiiii;'  its  a|i]ii'iiraiH'c,  tliis  liravc  <'iimii>aiiilt'r  ciKlcaVdiirfd  to  n'turii  to  Kain- 
dialka.  The  sirkncss  increased,  and  tliev  Ix'came  so  exliaustcd  tliat  '•  twn  sailors  wlio 
used  to  lie  at  tlie  rnililer  Were  olili|^','(l  to  Kc  KmI  in  liy  t\V(i  olliers  wlio  conld  liardiv 
walk.  And  wlien  one  could  sit  anil  steer  no  lono'cr,  another,  in  little  Ijcttcr  condi- 
tion,   sn]i|ilied   his    jilace.      Many   sails   they  durst    not    hoist,   1 ausc   there   was    nohody    to 


rn 


i(i 


Hit 


Mil!    .IDIIN     UOSS. 


to 


lower  (hem  in  case  of  need."  At  last  Ian<l  ajjpearod,  and  they  endeavoured  to  sail  toward; 
it;  yettinj^  near  it,  the  anchor  was  dropped.  A  violent  r>'ale  arose,  and  tiie  v<'ssel  was 
driven  on  the  roeks,  which  she  touched  ;  they  cast  a  se<onil  amiioi',  hut  'ts  cable  was 
snapped  hefore  it  took  fj;TOund.  Their  little  har([ue  was  thrown  Imdily  over  the  rocks  liy  ii 
sea  whicli  threatened  to  overwhelm  them,  hut,  fortunately,  inside  the  red'  the  wa'cr  was 
calmer,   and   the  crew,  haviny'  rested,    managed    to    launch    (heir    I)oat,  and  some    oi  m 

reached  the  shore.  There  was  scarcely  any  drift-wood  on  the  heaeli,  and  no  trees  on  the 
island;  hence  they  determined  to  roof  over  souie  small  ravines  or  "uUics  near  the  heach. 
On  the  "  Sth  of  Novcml»or  a  IjOiyinniuL;-  w.h  made  (o  laml  the  sick,  l>ut  somt;  died  as 
soon  as  they  were  hrought  from  hct wcin-dcrk>  in  the  open  air,  nthcrs  durinj^-  the  (imc 
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(hoy  were  on  tlio  deck,  soini'  in  tlic  lioiil,  and  iiiaiiy  inon'  us  scon  as  tlicy  wciv  ln'oiij^iit 
on  slinrc."  Tlu)  ibllowiii^-  day  tlie  conunaiider,  Hdirinj;— liinisclf  terribly  prostratwl  with 
scurvy — was  Immj^lit  asliorc  nn  a  liand-ljarrow,  and  a  month  hitor  died  on  (lie  island 
wliii'li  is  now  known  hy  his  name.  "  He  may  ho  said  to  have  hocn  buried  hnU  alive,  lor 
the  sand  rollini;'  down  continually  from  the  side  ol'  the  ditch  in  whiih  ho  lay,  and  cnver- 
iny  his  foot,  he  at  last  would  not  suH'or  it  to  be  removed,  and  said  that  he  felt  some 
warmth  iVoin  it,  which  otherwise  he  should  want  in  the  remaining''  jtarts  of  his  body;  and 
thus  the  sand  increased  to  his  lielly,  so  that  after  his  decease  they  were  oMiji^ed  to  sorajio 
him  out  of  the  *yround  in  order  to  inter  him  in  a  proper  manner."  Poor  Hehriny !  it 
was  a   melancholy  end  for  an  explorer  so  great. 

Their  vessel,  lyinj;'  unprotected,  became  an  utter  wreck,  and  tlie  larj^-er  i>art  of  their  stores 
and  jirovisions  was  lost.  They  subsisted  for  a  considerable  time  on  dead  whales  which  had 
been  driven  ashore.  At  last,  in  the  sprin<^  they  resolved  to  construct  a  small  vessel  from  the 
wreck,  which  was  at  leuffth  completed,  and  they  left  the  dreary  scene  of  their  s(dTerings. 
Never  wore  shiinvreckod  mariners  more  rejoiced  than  when  once  more  they  sijjhted  and  reached 
the  coast  of  Kamcliatka.  Behrin!4''s  companion,  Tseiiirikoff,  had  preceded  them  the  previous 
autumn,  haviui;'  lost  twenty-one  men  by  scurvy;  and  Professor  de  hi  Croycre,  who  had 
linoered  till  the  last  moment,  died  in  si<^ht  of   I'etn>paulov.-^i. 

In  I77ti  a  Russian  merchant,  named  Liakhof,  crossed  on  ;he  ice  from  the  mainland  to 
the  islands  in  the  Polar  Ocean  which  now  bear  his  name,  although  sometimes  called  New 
Siberia.  Tmnn'nse  (uanlities  of  mammoth  bones  were  discovered,  and  ho  obtained  from  the 
Km])ress  Catherine  tie  exclusive  right  of  digging  for  them.  As  late  as  the  year  1S:21  as 
much  as  nine  to  ten  t  ins  per  annum  of  this  fossil  ivory  were  being  obtained  from  this  source, 
iledenstrom,  in  Isd.l,  and  Vnjoii,  in  IS^I,  examined  these  islands  in  detail.  The  latter 
travelled  <iut  on  the  ice  to  a  considerable  distance  north  of  the  islands,  and  found  nj/ot 
irate/'. 
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CHAPTER    XVII. 

The   E\['T:nivio\s   ok    Ross   ,Axn   Paury. 

Rcninrknblo  riiiiiiK'*  in  llio  (irconlaiicl   lii-  llclds  -Iinmciisc  I<'ol)or.i;s  loiiiid  oiil  of  llu'ir  Ijitiludo-Hoss  the  First's  Kvnodil  ion 
—  t'(sli\  iiics  iimiiiitf  the    Dimes     Intti'vii'ws  with    Kscniiiiiimx    Crimsdn   Snow  — A    Mytliieal   Discovci-y     Tlio    Crokcr 
Mouiitanis     HikIhui's    Kxpciliiioii— Ihir.slinu;     of    hchcrffs     Ktrccis    of    ComiiBsioii— Tho    Croalioii    of    an    h'rhi'iv 
Spii/l)rrj,'(ii  ill  SumiiKT    Aiiiiiialcil   Natiirc-Millioiis  of  Mii'ils-I!('fiit,'o  in  an   Icc-pai'k     I'un-yaml  his  K.xiilnits-llis 
N'olilc  t'lial'iictor— FiiNl  Afctio  VoyaK<'-S!ails  over  llie  Ci'oliei-  Aloiinlaiiis. 

The  long  series  of  interesting  voyages  which  have  been  made  to  the  Arctic  regions  during 
tho  present  centiuy  wore  commenced  in  ISIS,  after  a  considerable  period  of  inaction  and 
apathy  had  ehipsed  in  regard  to  northern  exploration.  The  renewal  of  these  attempts  was  not 
brouglit  about  by  accident  or  caprice,  but  was  duo  to  a  groat  change,  which  had  l)oen  noted  by 
many  whalers  and  navig.ators.  Sir  John  Harrow,  one  of  the  most  consistent  and  pcisisteut 
advocates  of  Arctic  ox])loration,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  intelligent  writers  of  his  day,  says: 
"The  event  alluded  to  was  tho  disappearance  of  tho  whole,  or  greater  part,  of  the  vast  barrier 
of  ice  which  for  a  long  period  of  time — perhaps  for  centuries — was  supposed  to  have  maintained 
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its  firm-rooted  position  mi  tlii>  ciistt'ni  coast  of  Old  (ircoiiland,  mid  its  roapiit'uraiu't'  in  a  iii 
Sdutlicrly  lulitiidf,  wln'iv  it  was  met  witli,.  as  was  attested  by  various  persons  worthy  of  credit, 
in  (lie  years  Islo,  1^1(1,  ntul  I^IT,  l*y  ships  coiiiiii"^-  from  liie  lOast  Indies  and  America,  l>y 
others  f^oiiiy  to  Halifax  and  Xewfoiindlaiid,  and  in  dilTerent  parts  of  the  Atlantic,  as  far  down 


as  the  Idtli  parallel  of  latitude."  Lar;^e  islaiuls  (d"  ice  had  impeded  some  voyayers  lor  days 
together;  ieeltergs  miles  in  extent,  and  fiMiii  one  to  two  hundred  feet  hij^h,  had  heen  reported, 
A  vessel  had  heeii  lieset  for  eleven  ilays  on  the  coast  of  Laln'ailnr  in  Hoes  of  ice  mixed  with  ice- 
ljer<i^s,  many  of  which  had  iiiii^'e  rocks,  j^'ravel,  soil,  and  wood  iijioii  them.  In  short,  there  was 
so  mueli  testimony  from  various  sources  to  the  vast  hreak-up  which  had  occurred  that  it 
created  a  sjreat  deal  of  attention  among  scieiitilic;  men  and  naviy;ators. 

It  was  perfectly  understood  whence  the  larj^er  ]>art  of  this  ice  must  he  derived. 
Scoreshy  the  youuifer,  in  a  letter  to  Sir  Joseph  Hanks,  recorded  the  fact  that  soiik; 
I  "^,11110  s(piarc  miles  of  the  suri'ace  of  the  (ireenland  seas  included  hetween  the  parallels 
of  7i"  and  80"  were  known  to  be  void  of  ice,  and  that  this  immense  chan<;'e  liad 
Iieen  elTected  within  two  years.  Intellij^'ence  received  at  ('opciihaj^eii  in  i^iti  from 
Iceland  indicated  that  the  ice  had  hrokcii  loose  from  thu  opposite  coast  of  (ireenland, 
and  lloated  away  to  the  southward,  after  surroundinjj^  the  shores  of  Iceland  and  lillin;,>- 
all  the  creeks  and  hays  of  that   island.     This  was  repeated  in    1S17. 

The  puhlic  notice  taken  of  the  above  facts  led  to  two  expeditions  beiny  ordered, 
the  lirst  of  which,  under  Coinmandur  (afterwards  Sir)  John  Ross,  was  remarkal)le  for  the 
inimber  of  oilicers  who  accompanied  it,  and  who,  later,  acfpiired  distinction  in  the  Arctic 
cxi)loratious  of  this  century.  Parry,  J.  C.  Ross  (the  commander's  nephew),  Sabine  (loii"' 
J'lvsident  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  a  most  distiuijfui.slied  .siirdii/),  then  a  captain  of  tlie 
Koyal  Artillery,  lioppiier,  and  others,  were  amoii"'  the  number.  The  ships  employed  were 
the  hiilji'lla  and  .i/i'.i'ninJrr,  and  the  comiuaiuler's  instructions  were  to  attempt  the  north- 
west passas'e  by  the  western  route. 

On  the  1st  of  June,  l^ls,  they  had  reached  the  eastern  side  of  Davis's  Strait,  but, 
bein<;'  detained  by  ice,  it  was  not  till  the  -Ji'd  of  the  followinuj  month  that  they  arrived 
at  the  Women's  Islands.  The  delay  did  not  i)revent  them  from  haviiiy  some  jjleasant 
intercourse  with  the  Danes  and  Ksquimaux  of  the  Greenland  settlements.  Extemj)ore 
balls  were  org'anised,  where  their  interpreter.  Jack  Sackhouse  (or  Saccheous),  was  of  jfreat 
value.  Jack  combined  in  his  per.son  the  somewhat  discordant  (jualiiications  of  seaman, 
interpreter,  drau<i^htsman,  and  master  of  ceremonies,  with  those  of  a  tisher  of  seals  and 
a  successful   hunter  of  winle  bears. 

A  favourable  breeze  sprang  up,  and  Ross  wa.s  anxious  to  leave,  as  the  ice  Ijej^'au 
to  separate.  Jack  had  <j;'one  ashore,  and  wlicn  a  boat  was  sent  for  him  he  was  found 
in  one  of  the  huts  with  his  ool'ar-boue  broken,  from  havinn^  greatly  overloaded  and 
discharo'cd  his  gun.  His  idea  was,  as  he  expressed  it,  "  Plenty  powder,  plenty  kill  ! " 
Pi-ooeedino'  northward,  and  passing  many  whalers,  he  examined  and  named  ^lelville  Ray. 
On  August  loth,  the  ships  being  at  anchor  near  shore,  eight  sledges  of  Kscpiimaux 
were  observed,  and  Saccheous  was  despatched  with  a  Hag  and  some  presents  in  order 
to  parley  with  them,  they  being  on  one  side  of  a  field  of  ice,  in  which  was  a  canal 
or   chasm.     After  much   shouting  and  gesticulating,  Saccheous   held   out    his    presents,  and 
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oalli'fl  to  lln'in  ill  llioir  dwm  laiiyua^e  ti'  aiipnmi'li.  Tlu'  rcjily  Wiis  "  Nn,  im  ;  yo  nvdy!" 
iind  1  rii-  man  Miid,  "(in  nway  ;  I  ciiti  kill  ynii!'*  Iinldiiin'  ii|i  a  kiiilV.  'riio  iiiltr|iiolcr, 
however,  tliirvv'  tlicin  an  i'iii;;lisli  knife,  wliidi  they  accepted,  and  jihIIiiI  lUvir  ihihc",  which 
Humh  reprisents  td  mean  a  sii»^n  nf  l'riendslii|i.  Tlicy  «"<>i>  heeaiue  more  I'uniiliar,  and 
poinlinu:'  tu  liic  ships,  asked,  "  Wlial  yreal  creatures  tliesie  arc  l>o  ihoy  eollie  from  the  sui'. 
or  the  111(1011?  Do  they  y:ive  lis  li;;ht  liy  day  m-  hy  niyht  ?  "  To  which  Saechoous 
replic  I,  "They  are  houses  na.di"  nf  uond.''     The  natives   v  .id-i  not  lielieve  this,  aii-werin^', 
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"No,  thoy  are  alive;  we  have  seen  (hem  move  their  wint^s."  Ross  entitles  these 
natives  the  "Arctic  Highlanders.''  There  is  a  }jood  deal  of  rather  doubtlw.  matter  in 
the  narrative  of  Ross,  and  it  is  certainly  more  than  likely  that  these  pcoi)!e  had  often 
seen  whale-ships. 

Not  far  from  Cape  Dudley  Dig'ges  Ross  observed  some  of  the  elifl's  covered  with 
the  crimson  snow  often  mentioned  in  other  Arctic  narratives,  and  indeed  noted  by 
Sanssure  in  the  Alps.  "This  snow,"  he  says,  "was  penetrated  even  down  to  the  rock, 
in  many  places  to  a  depth  of  ten  or  twelve  feet,  by  Cfdourin'''  matter."  Some  of  this 
having  been  bottled,  was  analysed  on  their  return  by  Mr.  Brande,  the  cele])rated  chemist, 
who,   detecting   uric    acid,    2)ronounced    it    to    l^e    no   other    than   the   excrement   of   birds. 
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Other   niitlioritiert    cuiHiden'd   it    tn  In-   uf    vi-outiiblo   uriym,    jiidL^iii;,'   it    lu   I..'   jirobulily    the 
ilraiiui};!'   I'roiri  sdiiie  |>iirticiil;ii    kind   ol'  moss,   the   rnnls  uf    \\lii<'h  nn-  uf  lli.it   (I'ldiir. 
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The  results  of  this  voyage  were  nut  extensive.  Ross  onl\-  reached  Sir  Jamc-  Lancaster's 
Sound,  where  an  imaginary  discovery  of  his  has  since  given  rise  to  much  ridicule.  He 
fancied  that  he  saw  at  the  bottom  of  a  liay  an  extensive  range  of  mountains,  the  which 
he  somewhat  unfortunately  named  after    Mr.  Croker,  the  then  Secretary  of    the  Admiralty. 
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The  site  of  tlio  Crokor  Mountains  was  a  year  afterwards  sailed  over  liy  Parry!  It  is 
certain  that  either  elouds,  mira<>'e,  or  some  otiier  phenon- nion  of  nature,  had  misled  him. 
A  very  similar  fact  was  noted  ]>y  Cai)tain  Xares  in  his  expedition. 

The  second  of  the  two  expeditions  was  that  performed  under  the  command  of 
Captain  David  Buchan,  who  had  associated  with  iiim  a  numlier  of  otticers,  inclu(linj>' 
John  Franklin,  Frederick  Beechey,  and  Gcorye  13aek,  who  afterwards  distin<^uished  them- 
selves in  various  branches  of  the  Arctic  service.  Uuchan  himself  was  a  first-rate  naviyator, 
particularly  well  ac(|uainted  with  the  daiig'crs  of  the  northern  seas,  more  especially  on  the 
Newfoundland  station.  He  had  also  made  a  remarkable  journey  across  the  ice  imd  snow 
of  that  island  in  order  to  communicate  with  the  natives,  and  was  the  first  I'luropean  who 
had  so  done.  Subsequent  to  the  expedition  al)out  to  be  recorded,  he  lost  his  life  on  the 
fj'/j/i)//  Cdxlle,  a  vessel  making'  the  voyaye  from  India,  and  the  exact  fate  of  which  was 
never  known. 

The  two  vessels  employed  on  this  service  were  the  DnrolJicn  and  the  Ti-oul .  The  instruc- 
tions directed  Buchan  to  proceed  to  the  northward,  l>etwceu  Spitzberg-en  and  Greenland, 
without  delay  on  the  way,  and  use  his  Ijest  endeavours  to  reach  the  North  Pole  or  its  ncig-h- 
bourhood.  On  May  :i  Ith  the  ex])edition  had  reached  Cherie  Island,  on  the  coasts  of  whieh 
the  walruses  were  so  numerous  that  at  about  that  period  as  many  as  9(10  or  1,000  had 
been  cajjtured  by  the  crew  of  a  single  vossol  in  seven  hours'  time.  ]\Iany  interesting  tnrits 
of  walrus  character — if  the  expression  may  be  used — were  observed  on  this  expedition. 
"  We  were  greatly  amused,"  says  Captain  Beechey,  the  historian  of  the  voyage,  "  by  the 
singular  and  affectionate  conduct  of  a  walrus  towards  its  yoiuig.  In  the  vast  sheet  of  ice 
that  surrounded  the  shi])s  there  were  occasionally  many  pools,  and  when  the  weather  was 
clear  and  warm,  animals  of  various  kinds  would  frequently  rise  and  sport  about  in  them, 
or  crawl  from  thence  upon  the  ice  to  bask  in  the  warmth  of  the  sun.  A  walrus  rose  in 
one  of  these  pools  close  to  the  ship,  and  iinding  everything  quiet,  dived  down  and  brought 
up  its  young,  which  it  held  by  its  breast  by  pressing'  it  with  its  Hipper.  In  this  manner 
it  moved  about  the  pool,  keeping  in  an  erect  posture,  and  always  directing'  the  face  of  the 
young-  towards  the  vessel.  On  the  slightest  movement  on  board  the  mother  released  her 
flipper  and  pushed  the  young  one  inuler  water,  but  when  everything'  was  again  quiet, 
brought  it  up  as  before,  and  for  a  length  of  time  continued  to  play  about  in  the  pool,  to 
the  great  amusement  of  the  seamen,  who  gave  her  credit  for  abilities  in  tuition  which, 
though  possessed  of  considerable  sagacity,  she  hardly  merited." 

On  May  28th,  the  weather  being  severe,  with  hcavj*  fogs,  the  ships  separated,  to  re- 
join at  Magdalena  Bay,  Spitzbergen,  a  few  days  later.  The  harbour  was  full  of  ice  in  a 
rapidly  decaying  state.  This  bay  is  remarkable  for  four  glaaiers,  the  smallest  of  which, 
called  the  Hanging  Iceberg,  is  200  feet  above  the  sea-level  at  its  termination.  The 
largest  extends  several  miles  inland,  and,  owing  to  the  immense  rents  in  its  surface,  was 
called  the  Waggon  Way.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  icebergs,  which  had  become  detached  from 
these  glaciers,  the  observance  of  strict  silence  was  necessary,  and  the  concussion  produced 
by  the  discharge  of  a  gun  (not  its  "  explosion,"  as  Sir  John  Barrow  says)  would  often 
detach  large  masses.  Beechey  notes  the  effects  of  such  a  discharge ;  A  musket  had 
been  fired  at   half  a  mile  distance,  which   not  merely   brought  down  an  immense  piece  of 
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ioo,  but  wliir-h  was  tlic  muse  of  a  shiji's  launch  lieiny  earricil  niuoty-six  loci  by  llio  wavo 
Iiroduced,  lillcil  with  water,  and  hmded  on  a  l)each,  where  it  was  Ijadly  stove,  the  men 
barely  escaping  witli  their  lives.  They  also  Iiad  the  rare  o]i[)ortuiiity  of  nutiiin'  tiie  creation 
of  an  ieeberfj.  An  immense  piece  oi'  the  front  o£  a  ylacier  was  observed  sliding'  down  from 
the  height  of  at  least  ^00  feet  into  the  sea,  dispersing  tlie  water  in  every  direction.  This 
discharge  was  accompanied  by  a  loud  grinding  noise,  and  the  ice  was  followed  by  <piantities 
of  water,  which,  being  [irevionsly  loilged  in  the  fissiu'es,  now  made  its  escajie  in  numlierlcss 
small  cataracts  from  the  face  of  the  glacier.  Some  idea  may  Ijc  formed  of  tlie  disturbance 
caused  by  its  plunge  and  the  rollers  which  agitated  the  bay  when  we  learn  that  the 
Dorolhea,  then  careening  on  her  side  at  a  distance  of  ./"""/•  ui'ilrx,  righted  herself.  This 
mass  dived  wholly  under  water,  and  then  rea])peared,  rearing  its  head  a  hundred  feet  high, 
accompanied  by  the  boiling  of  the  sea  and  clouds  of  spray.  Its  circumference  was  f<jund 
to  be  nearly  a  (piarter  of  a  mile,  while  its  weight  was  computed  at  over   f(lU,(l(l(l  tons. 

In  summer  the  coasts  of  Spitzbergen  were  found  perfi'ctly  alive  witii  animated  nature. 
The  shores  reverljerated  with  the  cries  of  the  little  auks,  cormorants,  divers,  and  gulls. 
Walruses  were  basking  in  the  sun,  mingling  their  roar  with  the  bark  of  the  seal.  Heechey 
describes  an  uninterrupted  line  of  little  auks  ilying  in  the  air  three  miles  in  length, 
and  so  close  together  that  thirty  fell  at  one  shot.  lie  estimated  their  number  at 
■1-,00(),(JOO,  allowing  sixteen  to  a  cubic  yard.  This  number  ajipears  very  large ;  yet 
Audubon,  in  describing  the  passenger-pigeons  on  the  banks  of  the  Oiiio,  sjjcaks  of  one  singlo 
Hock  of  1,115,000,000.  Audubon's  character  for  veracity  is  too  unquestioned  for  us  to 
inquire  how  he  made  the  calculation. 

The  surrounding  islands  were  thick  with  reindeer,  Vogel  Sang,  in  j'^ii't^i'-'nlar,  yielding 
the  expedition  forty  carcases.  The  king  eider-ducks  were  found  in  such  numbers  that  it 
was  impossible  almost  to  walk  without  treading  on  tlieir  nests,  which  they  defended  with 
determined  resolution;  but,  in  fact,  all  nature  was  alive  at  this  time,  and  birds  of  many 
kinds,  foxes,  and  bears,  were  everywhere  found  on  the  shore  and  on  the  ice,  while  amphibious 
animals,  from  whales  downwards,  abounded  in  the  water. 

On  the  7tli  of  June  the  ships  left  ^Nlagdalena  Bay,  and  were  greatly  hampered  in  the 
ice.  Indeed,  they  learned  from  several  whale-ships  that  the  ice  to  the  westward  was  very 
thick,  and  that  fifteen  vessels  were  beset  in  it.  Proceeding  northward  themselves,  they 
became  entangled  in  a  iloe  of  ice,  where  they  had  to  remain  thirteen  days,  after  which  the 
Held  broke  np,  and  they  got  into  an  open  sea.  Several  attempts  were  made  to  ])rosecuto 
their  voyage  in  a  nortiierly  direction,  Ijut  without  success;  and  Captain  Buchan,  being 
satisHed  that  he  had  given  the  ice  a  fair  trial  in  the  vicinity  of  Spitzbergen,  resolved  on 
bearing  for  the  coast  of  Greenland.  Having  arrived  at  the  edge  of  the  jiack,  a  gale  came 
on  so  suddenly  that  they  were  at  once  reduced  to  storm  staysails.  The  vessels  were  re- 
duced to  take  refuge  among  the  ice,  a  proceeding  often  rendered  necessary  in  those  latitudes, 
though  extremely  dangerous.  The  Trent,  following  the  Dorollwdy  dashed  into  the  inibrokcn 
line  of  furious  breakers,  in  which  immense  masses  of  ice  were  crashing,  heaving,  and  sub- 
siding with  the  waves.  The  noise  was  so  great  that  the  oHicers  could  scarcely  be  heard 
by  the  crew.  "  If  ever  the  fortitude  of  seamen  was  fairly  tried  it  was  assuredly  not  less 
so   on   this  occasion;    and  I   would  not,"'  says   Beechey,  "conceal   the  pride   I   felt   in  wit- 
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nessiiif^-  tiio  iioKi  iiiui  ueeisivo  lone  in  wnicn  tiii'  onk-rs  wore  issued  Dy  iiie  comnianu 
our  little  vessel  (Franklin),  and  the  promptitude  and  steadiness  with  which  thoy  wore 
executed  hy  the  crew.  Each  person  instinctively  secured  his  own  hold,  and,  with  his  eyes 
fixed  upon  the  masts,  awaited  in  breathless  anxiety  the  moment  of  the  concussion.  It 
soon  arrived;  the  hrij^',  cuttiiii;'  her  way  through  the  liyht  ice,  came  in  violent  contact 
with  the  main  hody.  In  an  instant  we  all  lost  our  tootin*;-,  the  masts  bent  with  the 
impetus,  and  tlie  cnickiny  tinilxTs  tVum  below  besi)oke  a  ]iressurc  which  was  calculated  to 
awaken  our  serious  apprehensions."  So  great  wns  the  motion  of  the  vessel  that  the  ship's 
bells  tolled  continually,  and  they  were  ordered  to  be  muflled ;  the  heaviest  gale  of  wind 
had  never  l)eforo  made  them  strike.  After  many  dangers  from  the  ice  the  pack  broke  up 
sulliciently  to  release  the  ships,  both  of  which  were  greatly  disabled,  while  the  hm-olhen 
was  in  a  foundering  condition.  They  proceeded  as  well  as  they  could  to  Fair  Haven, 
Spitzbergen,  where  the  damages  were  in  some  sort  repaired,  and  they  saile<l  for  home. 

The  character  (^f  Sir  ^Villiam  J'ldward  Parry,  who  carried  tlie  Union  Jack  nearer  the 
Pole  than  any  explorer  ])rior  to  Markhani  and  Parr,  was  truly  adniiraljle,  while  his  services 
to  his  country  were  as  brilliant  as  they  were  numerous.  In  every  way  he  was  an  honour 
to  the  British  navy,  such  a  union  of  lofty  heroism,  consummate  nautical  skill,  and  calm 
daring,  is  almost  without  parallel.  The  amiability  and  benevolence  of  bis  manners  endeared 
him  to  all  ranks  of  the  service,  and  madi'  him  the  idol  of  his  men,  whom  he  never  failed 
to  enco\irage  by  all  the  means  in  his  ])ower.  His  name,  though  written  in  snow  and  ice, 
is  imperishable,  for  his  heart  was  in  his  work,  and  he  always  believed  in  its  future  success. 
In  the  four  \(iyages  made  under  his  command  to  the  Arctic  seas  he  was  most  careful  of 
the  health  and  comfort  of  his  followers,  and  lost  fewer  hands  than  any  other  commander 
in  those  parts ;  and  when  we  remember  the  kind  of  vessels  he  sometimes  sailed  in  (the 
Gripi'r,  in  jiartieular,  l)eing  about  as  unseaworthy  a  ship  as  could  well  be  sent  out  of  dock), 
we  can  only  wonder  at  his  patience  under  difficulties  and  the  persevering  energy  which 
ke2)t  him  "pegging  away." 

The  son  of  a  celebrated  jihysician.  Dr.  Caleb  Hillicr  Parry,  he  was  born  at  Bath  on 
the  l!Hh  of  December,  17(!(l,  and  was  intended  originally  for  his  father's  profession;  but 
circumstances  having  occurred  to  alter  his  determination,  he  was  appointed  to  the  Vilh' 
tie  Ftiris,  the  flagship  of  Admiral  Cornwallis's  Channel  Fleet,  as  a  volunteer  of  the  first 
class.  Here  he  remained  for  three  years,  during  which  period  he  was  engaged  in  an 
action  off  Brest  Harbour.  T^irtunate  in  making  his  first  essay  of  a  seaman's  life  under 
officers  who  were  desirous  of  winning  the  esteeiu  and  affection  of  those  beneath  them, 
he  soon  became  a  favourite,  and  the  admiral,  on  his  leaving  the  ship,  thus  records  his 
opinion  of  him  : — "Parry  is  a  fine  idy  lad.  I  never  knew  any  one  so  generally  approved 
of.      He  will  receive  civility  and  iness   from  all  while  he  continues  to  conduct  himself 

as  he  has  done,  wliich,  I  daio  believe,  will  be  as  long  as  he  lives."  He  was  after- 
wards appointed  to  the  Trlljuiie  frigate  and  to  the  TdixjiKird ,  and  was  frequently  engaged 
with  the  Danish  gun-boats  in  the  Baltic. 

ioined    the    Alcrmidr/ti    frigate,  in    which,  after 
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serving  in   the   Baltic,  ho  made  his   first  acquaintance  with   polar  ice  between   North  Cape 
and    Bear   Island;    and    he  subsequently   joined    the    Ijh  Hognc  at    Halifax.       In    LSll    he 
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cummaiulod  a  boat  In  a  successful  cxpeclition  up  tlu'  Cunnecticut  river,  for  wliicli  service 
lie  received  a  incdiil.  'J'liree  years  later  he  was  recalled  to  J'hiylaud  in  consequence  of  the 
severe  illness  ol"  Ids  father,  who  had  Ijccu  seized  wi  h  a  jiaralytic  stroke.  His  fatluT's 
illness  and  his  own  despair  of  promotion  made  tliis  the  yloomicst  period  of  our  youni,'- 
hero's  life.  But  dark  is  the  hour  before  the  dawn,  and  an  incident  occurred  which 
threw  a  gleam  of  hope  upon  his  professional  prospects,  and  proved  the  forerunner  to  his 
future   success.     At   the   close   of    1^17    he   wrote  to  a   friend   on  tlie  subject   of   an  oxjie- 
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dition  that  was  about  starting  to  explore  the  River  Congo.  The  letter  was  written,  but 
not  posted,  when  his  eye  fell  on  a  paragraph  in  the  newsjiaper  relative  to  an  cxjjedition 
about  to  be  fitted  out  to  the  northern  regions.  lie  seized  the  pen,  and  added,  by 
way  of  ])ostscript,  that,  as  far  as  he  was  concerned,  ''  hot  or  cold  it  was  all  one  to  him, 
Africa  or  the  Pole."  This  letter  was  shown  to  'Slv.  Barrow,  the  then  Secretary  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  in  a  few  days  ho  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Ali'^rnnder, 
discovery  ship,  under  the  orders  of  Commander  John  Ross,  as  recorded  in  the  first  voyage 
of  the  present  series. 

In    1810-20    Parry   made   a    second    voyage   to   the    Arctic,  this   being  the   first,  how- 
overj  in  which   he   had   the   chief  command.     The   Hccli  and  the  Gripar  were  the  vessels 
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employed,  ami  flio  oxjiedition  left  llic  river  mi  May  lltli,  rcacliiiig  Davis's  Strait  at 
tlic  ciul  of  Jiiiio,  wlicrc  iceberj^s  of  larye  si/,o  and  in  gveiit  numbers  were  encountered. 
Fifty  or  sixty  //''/'  difin  was  not  an  unusual  idlowaneo,  and  Parry  counted  eij4lity-ei<^ht 
larj4'e  ones  from  the  crow's  nest  on  one  oeeasion,  besides  a  profusion  of  smaller  ones. 
Some  most  important  explomtions  in  Sir  James  Lancaster's  Sound  were  made,  and  the 
land  which  Ross  hud  sui)posed  extended  across  the  bottom  of  this  inlet  was  found  to 
be  open  water.  Tiie  ex])edition  sailed  across  the  site  of  the  Croker  Mountains,  as  has 
been  before  mentioned.  Barrow's  Strait,  Wellinf>'ton  Channel,  Melville  Island,  and  many 
others,  were  first  discovered  and  named  on  this  voyaf-'e. 


CHAPTER    XVIII. 

Pauuy's   Exi'Eurrioxs  {ro/z/iiinn/). 

Five  Thousand  Pounds  earned  by  ran-y's  Kxpedition -Winter  Quarters— Theatre -An  Arctie  Newspaiier— KfTects  of 
Intense  fold— 'I'lie  Observatory  Uurned  down-Ueturn  to  Kngland- I'arry's  Seeond  KxiKdition— "  Vouni, "  Ice 
—Winter  at  Lyon's  Inlet— A  Snow  Village  in  Winter  and  Sprinj;— Hreak-np  of  the  lee- The  Vessi  i  in  a 
Terrible  Position— Third  Winter  Quarters— I'arry's  Fourth  Winter-Tlie  J'^iiri/  Abandoned— The  Old  On'/Jir  and  her 
Noble  Crew. 

A  VKUY  important  event — at  least,  so  far  as  concerned  the  members  of  Parry's  expedition — 
was  that  which  occurred  on  September  Ith,  181V).  On  that  day  the  commander  had 
the  satisfaction  of  announcing  to  ofiicers  and  crew  that  they  had  crossed  the  meridian 
of  110  W.  I'rom  Greenwich,  by  which  they  had  become  entitled  to  the  reward  of  15,000 
offered  by  the  Government  to  "such  of  Ilis  Majesty's  subjects  as  might  succeed  in 
])enetrating  thus  far  to  the  westward  within  the  Arctic  circle."  To  a  bluff  headland 
near  this  point  the  appropriate  name  of  Cape  Bounty  was  given.  After  many  perils 
in  the  ice,  a  secure  harbour  was  selected  for  their  winter  quarters  at  Melville  Island, 
but  befoi'e  they  could  enter  it  a  canal,  two  and  one-third  miles,  had  to  be  cut  through 
the  ice.  This  feat  was  performed  in  three  days  by  the  united  efforts  of  "all  hands" 
from  both  vessels ;  and  as  they  would  probably  have  to  remain  eight  or  nine  months 
in  that  spot.  Parry  began  the  arrangements  for  promoting  the  comfort  and  health  of 
his  crews,  the  wisdom  of  which  lias  often  since  been  admitted  and  imitated  by  others, 
but  which  were  not  very  commonly  understood  then.  Parry,  however,  has  hardly  had 
a  superior  in  these  matters  since.  The  vessels  were  well  housed  in,  and  all  that  was 
possible  done  for  warming  and  ventilating  the  decks  and  cabins.  An  anti-scorbutic  beer 
was  brewed,  and  issued  in  lieu  of  spirits.  Some  dlfTiculty  was  exjierienced  in  the  very 
cold  weather  in  making  it  ferment  sufficiently  to  become  palatable.  A  theatre  was 
organised  on  board  the  Ilcela,  in  the  arrangements  for  which  Parry  took  a  part  himself, 
"considering,"  says  he,  "that  an  example  of  cheerfulness,  by  giving  a  direct  countenance 
to  everything  that  could  contribute  to  it,  was  not  the  least  essential  part  of  my  duty,  under  the 
peculiar  circumstances  in  which  we  were  placed."  A  little  weekly  newspaper,  The  North 
(h'org'ui  Gazelle  and  Winter  Chronicle,  edited  by  the  since  illustrious  Sabine,  was  organised, 
and  helped  to  employ  many  contributors,  and  divert  tlieir  minds  "  from  the  gloomy  prospect 
winch   would  sometimes  obtrude  itself  on  the  stoutest  heart."     For   this   desolate   spot  was 
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dostinod,  as  it  proved,  tu  bo  their  liomo  fur  nearly  ten  niontlis.  The  aninial>!  had  nearly  all 
lel't  ;  seals  were  not  found  in  the  neitcidjoiirliood  ;  even  <^iills  and  ducks  a^'uided  Melville  Island, 
where  the  only  vejjfotation  consisted  of  stunted  "Tasses  and  lichens.  The  cold  was  intense, 
and  such  experiences  as  the  following  did  not  oll'er  niueli  indueonient  for  prolonj;-ed  trips 
from  the  vessels. 

One  John  Pearson,  a  marine,  had  imprudently  n'one  out  without  his  mittens,  to  attempt 
huntincp,  and  with  a  musket  in  his  hands.  A  party  from  the  ships  found  him,  althou;:;!)  the 
night  was  very  dark,  just  as  he  had  fallen  down  a  hank  of  snow,  and  was  iH'ginning  to  feel 
that  degree  of  torpor  and  drowsiness  which,  if  indulged,  inevitably  i)roves  fatal.  "  When  ho 
was  brought  on  board,"  says  Parry,  "  his  lingt'rs  were  (piite  stilV,  and  iient  into  the  shape  of 
that  i)artof  the  musket  which  he  had  been  carrying;  and  the  frost  had  so  far  destroyed  the 
animation  in  his  lingers  on  one  hand  tliat  it  was  necessary  to  amputate  three  of  them  a  short 
time  after,  notwithstanding  all  the  care  and  attention  paid  to  him  by  the  medical  gentle- 
men. The  effect  which  exposure  to  severe  frost  has  in  benumbing  the  mental  as  well  as 
the  corporeal  faculties  was  very  striking  in  this  man,  as  well  as  in  two  of  the  young  gentlenn'n 
who  returned  after  dark,  and  of  whom  we  were  anxious  to  in;dve  incpnries  respecting  Pearson. 
M'hcn  I  sent  for  them  into  my  cabin,  they  looked  wild,  spoke  thick  and  indistinctly,  and  it  was 
impossible  to  draw  from  them  a  rational  answer  to  any  of  our  questions.  After  being  on 
board  for  a  short  time  the  mental  faculties  apjx'ared  gradually  to  return  with  the  returning 
oircidation  ;  and  it  was  not  till  then  that  a  looker-on  could  easily  persuade  himself  that  they 
had  not  been  drinking  too  freely."  At  other  times  excursions  were  made  when  the  ther- 
mometer was  lO"^  or  oO''  below  zero  without  special  inconvenience.  The  fact  is  that  one's 
safety  or  danger  much  depends  on  the  absence  or  prevalence  of  wind.  Even  the  natives 
of  extreme  latitudes  have  been  frozen  to  death  during  its  prevalence.  On  February  i  Ith, 
1S20,  a  fire  broke  out  in  their  house  ashore,  and  in  their  anxiety  to  save  the  valuable  instru- 
ments it  contained,  sixteen  men  incurred  frost-bite,  the  thermometer  on  that  day  being  from 

—  U\^  to ll*^  (70'-'  below  freezing).     One  man,  by  incautiously  leaving  his  gloves  olf,  had 

afterwards  to  suffer  the  amputation  of  most  of  his  fingers.  When  he  arrived  on  board  his 
hands  were  plunged  in  cold  water,  the  surface  of  which  was  immediately  covered  with  a  skin  of 
ice  by  the  cold  suddenly  communicated  !  "  The  appearance,"  says  Parry,  "  which  our  faces  pre- 
sented at  the  fire  was  a  curious  one,  almost  every  nose  and  cheek  having  become  ([nite  white 
with  frost-bites  in  five  minutes  after  being  exposed  to  the  weather ;  so  that  it  was  deemed 
necessary  for  the  medical  gentlemen,  together  with  some  others  appointed  to  assist  them,  to  go 
constantly  round  while  the  men  were  working  at  the  fire,  and  to  rub  with  snow  the  parts 
affected,  in  order  to  restore  animation." 

On  the  loth  day  of  February  the  greatest  degree  of  cold  was  experienced,  the  thermometer 
having  descended  to  —  5.j°,  and  remained  for  fifteen  hours  at  —  5  I  °  ;  the  less  to  have  been 
expected  as  the  old  year  had  closed  with  mild  weather.  On  the  following  day,  Parry  says, 
"  notwithstanding  the  low  temperature  of  the  external  atmosphere,  the  officers  contrived  to  act, 
as  usual,  the  play  announced  for  this  evening  ;  but  it  must  be  confessed  that  it  was  almost  too 
cold  for  either  the  actors  or  the  audience  to  enjoy  it,  especially  those  of  the  former  who  under- 
took to  appear  in  female  dresses."  As  early  as  March  the  snow  commenced  to  melt,  according 
to  Parry's  statement.     This,  however,  could  only  possibly  mean  under  the  ra}'s  of  the  midday 
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sun,  as,  lit  tlio  same  time,  wo  aiv  told  tliat  (lio  tlit'rmomt'tcr  stooil  at  -  i'Z"  to  -  :!.j'''  in  the  slmdo 
(tho  latter  ijV  l)(.'l(i\v  tlic  t'roi'/in!;  point  i>i'  wati'r).  In  ^Tay  tiu'  sliips  were  aj^'ain  atloat,  tlio 
men  liaviny  out  tlic  iec  around  tin  in.  IJiit  tlie  sea,  as  far  as  tlio  eye  could  roat'li,  was  still 
"one  unbroken  and  oontinuous  surliieo  of  solid  and  iniiieiiotrablo  iee,"  not  less  than  six  or 
seven  feet  in  tliiekness.  It  was  not  till  tlie  very  last  day  of  July  that  the  iee  broke  up, 
and  on  August  1st  the  ships  stood  out  to  sea.  .Many  a  "nip"  and  "heavy  riili,"  as  I'any 
describes  it,  did  the  ships  sustain  after  this;  l)ut  in  spite  of  perils  from  tho  ice,  which  would 
become  monotonous  in  the  telliny,  the  expedition  reached  luiyland  safely  in  the  latter  i)art  oi* 
October;  and,  in  spite  of  all  casualties,  but  one  man  out  of  ninety-four  had  died  during  their 
eighteen  months'  absence — a  fact  which  certainly  speaks  volumes  for  Parry's  unremitting  caro 
and  attention  to  the  health  of  his  crews. 

In    I8;il— o  we  again  lind  the  indefatigable  Parry  in  the  lield,  this,  tho  second   voyage 
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under  his  direct  command,  being  undertaken  for  the  discovery  of  a  north-west  passage.  The 
vessels  employed  were  the  Fur//  and  the  Hccln,  and  the  expedition  left  the  Nore  on  May  8th, 
18:21.  ^lost  of  the  experiences  recorded  in  his  work  were  similar  to  those  already  mentioned; 
and  only  a  few  general  facts  and  extracts  from  his  journal  are  therefore  presented.  Twi> 
winters  were  passed  by  liim  among  the  frozen  realms  on  this  voyage,  and  several  geographical 
examinations  of  importance  made.  The  Frozen  Strait,  Rejiulse  liay,  and  many  islands  of  the- 
same  ueighbourhood,  were  carefully  explored.  Parry,  in  his  journal  of  October  Sth,  gives  the 
following  interesting  description  of  the  formation  of  "young"  ice  upon  the  surface  of  the  sea, 
and  the  obstacle  which  it  fi^rms  to  navigation. 

"The  formation  of  young  ice  upon  the  surface  of  the  water  is  the  circumstance 
which  most  decidedly  begins  to  put  a  stop  to  the  navigation  of  these  seas,  and  warns 
the  seaman  that  his  season  of  active  operations  is  nearly  at  an  end.  It  is  indeed 
scarcely  possible  to  conceive  the  degree  of  hindrance  occasioned  by  this  impediment,  trifling 
as  it  always  appears  before  it  is  encountered.  When  the  sheet  has  acquired  the 
thickness  of  about  half  an  inch,  and  is  of  considerable  extent,  a  ship  is  liable  to  be 
stopped  by  it,  unless  favoured   by  a  strong  and  free    wind ;   and   even  when  retaining   her 
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ooiitrul  111'    till'  lirliiisiiiaii,   i1iiiiil;1i 
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situatiiin   I'm'  tin'  liuats  ti>  rniilir  tlicir  usual   assistann'    l>y   riiiiiiiii;^  mit    iiiii's  or  utliorwisu ; 
lor  liaviiiu;'  once  cntL'i'L'd  tlu'  yoiiiii;'  ice,  tlicy  can    only  he    [H'oprllcil    >ln\\|y  tlirouyli    it    l)y 
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tli;;'^iiij''  tho  oars  ami  l)i)at-!iooks  into  it,  at  tlic  sanio  fiiiic  brcakini;'  it  across  tiic  1 
liy  rollin;;'  tin;  boat  rruin  sido  to  side.  Al'ter  contimiinn"  this  laborious  work  I'or  sonic  time 
with  little  o'ood  ulTcct,  and  considerable  dama^'c  to  tlic  planks  and  oars,  a  lioal  is  oi'tcii 
obli^'cd  to  return  the  same  way  that  she  came,  backing;'  out  in  the  canal  thus  rormcd  to 
no  piu'liosc.  A  ship  in  this  helpless  state,  her  sails  in  vain  expanded  to  a  I'avourable 
liree/e,  her  ordinary  resources  failing,  and  suddenly  arrested   in  her  course  upon  the  clement 
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been  accustomnl   to  move  without   restraint,  has  often   reminded    mo 


of  (iiillivcr  tied  down  by  tiic  Teclilc  Iiaiids  of  [iilliputiaiis ;  nor  arc  the  stni^'O'los  siio 
makes  to  cITcct  a  release,  and  the  apparent  insiynilicance  of  the  means  liy  which  her  efforts 
are  opjioscd  the  least  just  or  the  least    vexations  part   of  the  resemblance." 

It,    was    now    ai;'aiii   time  to  ii\  upon  winter  ((darters,   and    in  an  extensi'/e  oponin;^  of 
tlio  ^Vmerican  iiiaiiiland,  which   they  named    liVmi's    Inlet,   a    suitable    harbour    w;is  selected. 
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ic  arraiii;'omeiits  for  the  comfort  and  i  mployment  of  tho  crows  were  nnich  as 
before.  The  Sabbath  was  carefully  ol)scrved,  schools  and  Iiarmlcss  amusements  provided, 
while  the  interests  of  science  were  not  nei4'lected.  An  ol)servatory  and  house  were  ereetod 
for  nia<4'netie  and  astronomical  oljservatioiis.  On  February  1st  a  number  of  J'lsipiimaux 
arrived,  who  had  erected  a  tem|)orai'y  village  some  two  miles  from  the  ships.  They,  unlike 
some  before  seen  in  the  vii'inity  of  lludsoii'si  Strait,  who  had  become  debased  and  demoralised 
by  their  constant  intercourse  with  wiialin^'  vessels,  were  of  the  unsophisticated  order,  and 
were  i[nict,  j)eacoablc,  and,  strange  to  say,  reasonably  clean.  Some  of  the  women,  having 
handsome  ^'armcnts,  wliieli  attracted  the  attention  of  those  on  board,  began,  to  their  astonish- 
ment and  consternation,  to  divest  themselves  of  some  of  their  outer  clothes,  although  the 
thermometer  stood  at  tho  time  at  ritC-'  below  zero  j  but  every  individual  among  them  having 
on  a  comjilcte  double  suit  of  deer-skin,  they  did  not  apparently  sufl'cr  much  in  conse- 
quence. Parry's  descriiition  of  their  little  snow  village  is  graj)hie  anil  interesting.  Not  a 
single  material  was  used  in  the  construction  of  the  huts  but  snow  and  ice.  The  inner 
a])artments  of  each  wore  circular,  with  arched  domes  about  seven  or  eight  foot  high,  and 
arched  passage-ways  leading  into  them.  The  interior  of  these  presented  a  very  uniform 
appearance.  The  women  were  seated  on  tho  beds  at  the  sido  of  the  huts,  each  having  her 
little  fireplace,  a  blubber  lain]),  with  all  her  domestic  arrangements  and  domestic  chattels, 
including  all  the  children  and  some  of  tho  dogs,  about  her.  "When  first  erected  these  huts 
had  a  neat  and  even  comfortable  appearance.  How  difTcrently  did  they  look  when  the 
village  was  brcdvcn  up  at  the  end  of  winter.  Parry  thus  describes  them: — "On  going  out 
to  tho  village  wo  found  one-half  of  the  people  had  quitted  their  late  habitations,  taking 
with  them  every  article  of  their  property,  and  had  gone  over  the  ice,  we  knew  not  whero, 
in  quest  of  more  abundant  food.  The  wretched  appearance  which  the  interior  of  the  huts 
now  presented  bailies  all  descri[)tion.      In  each  of    tho  larger  ones  some  of   the  apartments 
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wcro  oitlu'i'  wlmllv  or  in  p;iil  ilfMitnl,  llic  wry  cimw  wliiili  (Min|iiisi'il  ilic  linU  Mini  I'hl'- 
|p|ii(('s  liiiviii;;'  ln'cii  tiiniiMl  ii|i,  lliiil  iiu  ailiilc  iiii;;lit  !)<•  Id't  licliiiiil.  I'ivcii  tlu'  Imi'i'  wiilU, 
wliiisc  (iri^iiiiil  cnlonr  was  scaiccly  |irrtT|itilili'  I'm'  laiiiii-l'huk,  IiImuiI,  aiiil  utlur  lillli,  wore 
iKil  li't't  iicrl't'cl,  lai'y;o  link's  liaviiij;'  lici'ii  iiiado  in  siilt's  aiiii  locil's  tor  tlic  <  (iHMiiiciict' 
dl'  IniiiiliiiH'  <"it  tlio  ;,'()cp(ls  anil  cliatti'ls.  'I'ln'  sij;'lit  i>\'  a  ilosorti'il  lial)itati(iii  is  at  all 
tiiMi's  calciilatcil  to  I'xciti'  in  tlir  mind  a  sensation  oj'  drcarini'ss  and  dusidation,  esiiceially 
wlicn  U"'  liavu  lately  seen  it  lilii'd  with  eln'erlid  inlialiitants  ;  lnil  the  leeiiiii;'  is  even 
iieii;'litened  ratlier  tlian  dimini-lied  wiien  a  small  portinn  of  tlicsr  udialntaiils  remain 
lieliind  to  endnre  tlie  wreteliediiess  wiiieli  sneli  a  seene  e\liiliils.  This  was  now  the  ease 
at  the  village,  wiiere,  though  the  remaiiunj;'  tenants  ol'  each  lint  iiad  eondiined  to  oeeniiy 
one  of  tiie  aiiartments,  a  ^Teat  jiart  of  the  hed-places  were  still  hare,  and  the  wiiul  and 
(Irilt  hlowini;'  in  thronyh  the  holes  whirli  tliey  iiad  not  yet  taken  the  troul.lc  to  .>|,,|) 
n|).  The  (dd  man  IliUkeiera  and  his  wife  oeenpied  a  iiut  to  thenisrUes,  wiliioiit  any 
lamp  or  a  singde  onnee  of  meat  helon^in;,''  to  them,  while  three  small  skins,  on  wiiieli 
the  former  was  lyino',  were  all  that  they  possessed  in  the  way  of  tdankets.  Ipon  the 
whole,  I  never  heludd  a  more  miserahle  speetaele,  and  it  seemed  a  eiiarity  to  hope  that, 
a  vi(dent  and  eonstant  eonyh  with  which  the  <dd  man  was  alilieted  wonid  speedily 
eumhine  with  his  a<^'e  and  infn'mities  to  release  him  from  his  present  snlTerinos.  V,.t, 
in  the  midst  of  all  this  he  was  even  cheerfid,  nor  was  there  a  ylooniy  eountenanee  to 
ho  seen   in   tiie  villao'e." 

It  was  not  till  .Inly  ;2nd  that  the  ships  were  enabled  to  move  from  their  icy  dock, 
and  thoy  at  first  startiii"'  eneoimtered  severe  dangers.  Captain  Tjyon,  J'arry's  associate  in 
command,  thns  speaks  of  the  sitnation  of  the   //rc/ii  .■ — - 

"The  llood-tide,  comino'  down  loaded  with  a  more  than  ordinary  i|nanlity  (d'  ice,  pi-csscd 
the  ship  very  mncli  between  six  and  seven  a.m.,  and  rendered  it  necessary  to  run  out  the 
stream  cable,  in  addition  to  the  hawsers  which  were  fast  to  the  land  ice.  This  was  scarcely 
aeeomplished  when  a  very  heavy  and  extensive  lloo  took  the  ship  on  her  broadside,  and, 
bein;.|'  backed  by  another  larye  body  of  ice,  <^radnally  lifted  her  stern  as  if  by  the  action 
of  a  wedye.  The  weiyht  every  moment  inereasino-  obli^'ed  us  to  veer  on  the  hawsers, 
wdiose  friction  was  so  ^reat  as  nearly  to  cut  throuoh  ilie  bilt-heads,  and  ultimately  set 
them  on  iirCj  so  that  it  became  retpiisite  for  iieople  to  attend  with  buckets  of  water.  The 
jiressure  was  at  length  too  powerful  for  resistance,  and  the  stream  calile,  with  two  six  and 
one  live  inch  hawsers,  went  at  the  same  moment.  Three  others  soon  followed.  The  sea 
was  too  full  of  ico  to  allow  the  ship  to  drive,  and  the  only  way  by  which  she  could  yield 
to  the  enormous  weight  which  opjiressed  her  was  by  leaning  over  the  land  ice,  while  her 
stern  at  the  same  time  was  entirely  lifted  more  than  five  feet  out  of  the  water.  The 
lower  deck  beams  now  complained  very  much,  and  the  wdude  frame  of  the  ship  underwent 
a  trial  which  would  have  proved  fatal  to  any  less  strengthened  vessel.  At  this  moment 
the  rudder  was  unhung  with  a  sudden  jerk,  which  broke  up  the  rnddcr-casc  and  struck 
the  driver-boom  with  great  force.  In  this  state  I  made  known  our  sitnation  by  tclegrajih, 
as  I  clearly  saw  that,  in  the  event  of  another  lloe  backing  the  one  which  lifted  us,  the 
ship  must  inevitably  turn  over  or  part  in  inidshijis.  The  pressure  which  had  been  so 
dangerous   at  length  jiroved  our  friend,  for    by  its  increasing  weight  the   lloe  on  which   we 
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wvri'  lioriii'  hiii'Ht  iiiiwiii'il-i,  iiiiii'ilc  tn  rosi^t  its  I'l.rco.  'I'hi'  ^liip  ii;r|,(,.,l,  ami,  a  mimll  slack 
i>|iuiiiiiy'  ill  tile  water,  (Imvc  several  miles  In  llie  soiitlnvaiil  liel'on'  she  euiiiil  Ite  ayiiiii 
secured  to  yet  tlie  niilder  liiiii;,'' ;  eireiiirisf  aiices  much  tit  1»,'  re;;rette(i  at  the  iiiumeiil,  as 
our  |ieii|ile  h::i|  lireii  eiii|iliiyei|,  with  liiit  little  iiitoniiissioii,  for  throe  dayH  and  iiiyhts 
atteiidinj;'  tn  llii>  safety  id'  the  shi|i   in   this  daii^'erniis  tideway." 

The  P'i'ij  »'\iii'rienced  nearly  the  saiiio  dangers,  and  lor  days  the  situation  of  hoth 
vessels  was  most  precari.nis,  liater,  tin,'  ieo  havino'  cleared  to  some  extent,  they  were 
enaliled  to  make  oo,„[  headway,  and  on  July  Ittlh  tiiey  discovered  a  j^reat  deal  of  lii^h 
land  to  the  iiorlhwani  and  eastward.  This,  from  thi'  inspection  of  a  rude  chart  which 
had  hccn  ron>trurti'l  hy  an  intclli;4('nt  I'Isiiuiniaux,  was  decided  In  he  that  island  hetAveeii 
which  and  the  mainland  lay  a  strait  leading'  into  llie  I'olar  Sea,  of  whidi  the\  had  heard 
much  from  the  natives.  Several  land  journeys  were  made,  and  one  attempt  at  takiujr  the 
ships  thruuj>-h,  hut  though  it  was  ahimdantly  determined  to  he  a  passaf^-e,  they  were  ohiiired 
n^'ain  to  go  into  winter  (piarters  hefore  they  had  succeeded.  They  were  not  extricated 
till  nearly  mi,'  //rar  aflerwanU,  and  then  not  until  a  hroad  canal,  1,100  yards  in  lono'th, 
had  licrn  ml  through  the  ice  to  the  sea.  The  scurvy  had  made  its  ajipcaraiice  anionj;'  the 
crew,  and  I'arry,  after  consultation  with  his  olllcers,  reluctantly  turned  the  vessels'  hows 
in  a  iionii'ward  direction. 

I'arry  made  a  third  voyage  in  i^.Ji  .">,  jiassinj^-  his  /'//',•///  winter  in  the  Arctic  rc^'ioiis. 
The  same  vessels  were  employed ;  and  at  the  end  of  winter  the  /•'/'/•//  was  so  terrihiy  damao'od 
liy  the  ice  that  she  had  to  lie  ahandoued.  I'lit  I'arry,  however  disappointed  with  the  results 
of  this  voyao'c,  once  more,  as  we  shall  see  hereafter,  hraxcd  the  perils  of  the  Arctic;  hut 
we  must  first  record  the  circnnistances  cimnrrtcd  with  a  norlhcrn  ex]ie(lition  which  in 
chronoloinical  order  comes  properly  hefore  it. 

In  I  S;J  I  ("a]iti;in  (leoroe  F.  Lyon  was  desjiatched,  in  the  fi'rl/irr,  to  complete  surveys 
of  north-east  America,  luit  not  sincially  to  attempt  discovery.  The  (irl/n'r  was  an  old 
till)  of  a  vessel,  utterly  uniitted  for  its  work,  and  it  is  rather  of  the  voya;ife  itself,  as  dis- 
jiliiyiii^'  the  advantao'os  of  jierl'eot  naval  discipline  under  i^reat  disadvantag-os,  than  for  any 
other  reason,  this  unfortunate  expedition  is  recorded.  The  vessel  was  a  had  sailer,  and 
eonslantly  shipped  seas  which  threatened  to  sweep  everything  from  the  decks.  In  Sir 
Thomas  l^owo's  Welcome — the  passajife  between  Southampton  Island  and  the  mainland — 
fogs  and  heavy  seas  were  encountered,  wliile  no  trust  could  he  plaeed  in  the  compasses, 
and  the  water  was  fast  shallowino-.  Lyon  was  obliged  to  bring-  the  vessel  "up  with  three 
bowers  and  a  stream  anchor  in  succession,"  but  not  hefore  the  water  had  slioaled  to  live 
and  a  half  fathoms,  the  sliij)  all  the  while  pitching  bows  under.  So  perilous  was  their 
position  that  the  boats  were  stored  with  arms,  ammunition,  and  provisions;  the  officers 
drew  lots  for  their  respective  boats,  although  two  of  the  smaller  ones  would  have  inevitably 
been  swamped  the  moment  they  were  lowered.  Heavy  seas  continued  to  sweep  the  decks, 
and  when  the  fog  lifted  a  little  a  low  beach  was  discovered  astern  of  the  ship,  on  which 
the  surf  was  running  to  an  awful  height,  and  where,  says  Lyon,  ''no  Iniman  power 
could  s^ve  us  if  driven  upon  it."  Immediately  afterwards  the  ship,  lifted  by  a  tremendous 
sea,  struck  with  great  violence  the  whole  length  of  the  keel,  and  her  total  wreck  was 
momentarily  expected.     In    the   midst   of  all    their   misery  the   crew   remained    twcuty-four 
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limirH  nil  tlu"  lluodcil  <loek»*,  ami  Iauh  liiiiHcH'  cli<|  not  Icavi'  Inr  hi-*  licitli  till  lAli.m-tcil 
at'tiT  tlin'c  iiiH;liU'  wtiU-liiiiH;.  I''t'vv  on  Iciinl  f\ipc(ti'il  {<>  siiivivi'  tlio  y:iili'.  Still,  every 
iirecaiitiini  was  taken  I'ur  llio  ('(imt'iiit  <it"  tliu  men,  wlm  woiv  nnlereil  to  juit  on  tlieir  ImwI 
anil  warnii'st  clittliinn  to  siipiiort  life  as  Iniij;'  as  possilile.  The  oHicers  eaeli  Heeiirnl  Mime 
useful  iiistruiiiL'nt  I'or  future  wnrk,  if,  iiuleed,  tlie  fdi^flitot  liii|ie  ivinaiiie<l.  "  Ami  nnw," 
nays  TiVon,  "that  ovt'rytliiii{f  in  nnr  imwer  liad  lieen  ilnne,  I  ealv-il  all  hamU  alt,  and  to 
a  meroit'ul  (Jod  ott'orotl  prayers  I'or  nnr  preservation.      1  thanked  eveiy  one  I'or  their  f\eellent 
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conduct,  and  cautioned  them,  as  wo  slioulil,  in  all  ])rolial)ility,  soon  appear  before  our 
Afaker,  to  enter  His  presence  as  men  resig'ned  (o  tlieir  fate.  We  then  all  sat  down  in 
ffroups,  and,  sheltered  from  the  wash  of  the  sea  by  whatever  we  cimld  lind,  many  of  us 
endeavoured  to  obtain  a  little  sleep.  Xever,  perhaps,  was  witnessed  a  finer  scene 
than  on  the  deck  of  my  little  ship,  when  all  hope  of  life  had  left  us.  Noble  j.s  the 
character  of  the  British  sailor  is  always  alhnved  to  be  in  eases  of  danger,  yet  1  did  not 
believe  it  to  be  possible  that  amonij  fort\'-one  persons  not  one  rejiining  word  shouUl  have 
been  uttered.  The  officers  sat  about  wherever  they  could  find  shelter  from  the  sea,  and 
the  men  lay  down,  conversing  with  each  other  with  tlie  most  perfect  calmness.  l']ach  was 
at  peace  with  his  neijij-hbour  and  all  the  world  ;  and  I  am  firmly  persuaded  that  the  resig- 
nation which  was  then  shown  to  the  will  of  the  Almighty  was  the  means  of  obtaininji;' 
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Jlis  mercy.  ficil  irii-s  morcil'iil  to  us;  iuul  llio  tide  almost  miraculously  fell  nu  lower." 
They  were  span.'d,  and  on  the  wealher  eleariuy  discovered  tliat  tliey  were  about  the  centre 
ol'  the  Welcome.  The  spot  where  they  hail  been  in  such  imminent  danyer  was  named 
appropriately  the   May  of  (iotl's  ^lercy. 

h\  the  michlle  of  September.,  when  off  the  mouth  of  the  Wayer  River,  a  i^^ale  arose,  and 
the  sluyj^ish  Gri/jcr  nv.nXa  no  proL^ress,  but  "  remained  actually  pitchinj;'  I'orecaslle  under,  with 
scarcely  stecra<;e  way."  The  sliip  was  brouyht  up,  ami  the  anchors  fortunately  iield.  Thick- 
falling  sleet  covered  the  decks  to  some  inches  in  depth,  and  withal  the  sjiray  froze  as  it  fell.  The 
niyht  was  pitchy  dark;  several  streams  of  drift  ice  came  driving  down  upon  the  ship.  Lyou 
says  that  it  was  not  jxissible  to  stand  below  decks,  while  on  deck  rojjcs  had  to  be  stretched  from 
side  to  side  for  the  men  to  hold  by.  Great  seas  washed  over  them  every  minute,  and  the  tem- 
porary warmth  this  j^'ave  them  was  most  painfully  checked  by  the  water  immediately  freezinj^ 
on  their  clotlics.  At  dawn  on  the  l-'5th  tlieir  best  Ijower  anchor  parted,  and  later  all  the  cables 
gave  way.  TI'.l  ^iiip  was  lying  on  her  broadside.  Nevertheless,  each  man  stood  to  his  station, 
and  in  tiie  end  seamanship  triumphed  ;  the  crippled  ship  was  brought  safely  to  Hngland. 
The  cool,  unllinching  courage  of  the  men  and  the  undisturbed  conduct  of  the  oflicers  were 
matters  for  highest  praise.  The  royal  navy  could  not  be  proud  of  the  Griper,  but  could,  most 
assuredly,  of  the   Griper's  crew. 


CIIAPTKR    XIX. 

Paiikv^s   Boat  and  St.Kixii;   I'Ai'EDmoN". 

I'l.ny'H  Altemiit  at  Uie  rolc--nt'L-la  Cove-Uoat  and  .^ledgo  Kxpoilitioii-^Modo  of  TravcUiiiK— Tlicir  Cai^'ps— Laborious 
EH'orts— liiokca  Ice— JlidiiiKlit  Dinnei's  and  Afternoon  lircakfasls— Labours  of  Sisyjjhus— Driftiuf^  Ice  Highest 
Latitude  lieaclied-Heturn  Trip  to  the  Ship -Parry's  Subseiiiieiit   Career— WranRell's  leo  .Journeys. 

Unuaixtkd  by  the  comparative  failure  of  his  last  voyage,  we  find  Parry  in  182(!  proposing  aa 
attem})t  to  reach  the  North  Pole  with  sledge-boats  over  the  ice.  The  reports  of  several  navi- 
gators who  had  visited  Spitzbergeu  agreed  in  one  point — that  the  ice  to  the  noi  award  was  of  a 
nature  favourable  to  such  a  jiroject.  In  the  two  narratives  descriptive  of  Captain  Phipps's 
expedition  in  J77-"5  ihe  ice  was  mentioned  as  "Hat  and  unbroken,"  "one  continued  plain,"  and 
so  forth.  Scoresby  the  younger,  speaking  of  the  ice  in  the  same  region,  stated  that  ho  once 
saw  a  field  so  free  from  iissure  or  hummock  that  he  imiigined,  "had  it  been  free  from  snow,  a 
coach  might  have  been  driven  many  leagues  over  it  in  a  direct  line  without  obstruction  or 
danger."  Franklin  had  previously  mooted  a  very  similar  proposition  to  that  now  made  by 
Parry,  and  his  ])lans  were  followed  in  many  essential  particulars  when  the  sanction  of  the 
Admiralty  had  been  given  to  the  attempt.  Two  twenty-feet  boats  were  s])eeially  constructed, 
nearly  rescmbbiig  what  were  called  "  troop-lioats,"  having  great  Hatness  of  lloor,  with  an  even 
width  almost  to  bows  and  stern.  They  were  provideil  with  strong  "  runners,"  shod  with  steel 
in  the  manner  of  a  sledge,  and  their  construction  generally  was  such  as  to  combine  lightness 
with  strength.  A  bamljoo  mast,  a  large  sail — answering  also  for  an  awning — fourteen  paddles, 
a  steer-oar,  and  a  boat-hook,  formed  an  essential  part  of  the  equipment  of  each. 

The  ]Ievli(  left  the  Nore  April    Ith,   \^il ,  on   this  her  fourth  Arctic  voyage;   and  the 
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expedition  reached  ILunniorlV'st  April  IDtli,  wlioro  eight  reindeer*  were  taken  on  board,  with 
a  supply  of  moss  I'or  their  provender.  A  number  of  smiw-shoes  and  "  kauKMiu^'as  "  (leather 
shoes,  intended  to  be  worn  with  the  fornn'r)  were  also  obtained.  On  ]M:iy  Nth  the 
llcrlii  reached  Ilakluyt's  Headland,  where  a  severe  yale  wa>  encountered,  whicli  almost 
laid  the  sliip  on  her  beam-ends,  and  her  canvas  had  to  be  reduced  to  her  maintop-sail  and 
storm-sails.  Shortly  afterwards  tlio  vessel  was  driven  into  a  most  jxirildus  position,  almost 
on  to  the  packed  ice.  It  was  deemed  advisable  to  try  the  danyerous  and  ahmist  last 
resort  of  rumiiiii;'  tlie  shii)  into  the  pack,  ind  a  t()lcral)!y  open  part  of  the  margin 
having  been  found,  the  ship  was  forced  into  it  under  all  sail.  The  ])lan  succeeded, 
and  the  llcc/ti  was  soon  in  a  secure  situation  half  a  mile  inside  tlie  ice-Held,  with 
which  she  drifted  vaguely  about  for  many  days.  It  was  not  till  Jnne  ]S(h  that  a  secure 
harbour  for  the  vessel  was  found  on  the  northern  Spitzbergeu  coast,  which  was  named 
accordingly  llecla  Cove. 

Having  made  all  necessary  arrangements  for  the  safety  of  the  vessel.  Parry  left  the 
station  on  June  :ilst  with  the  two  boats,  which  were  named  the  Eiiferprisi'  and  the  Eitdmi-iun-, 
Lieutenant  (afterwards  Sir)  James  Clarke  Ross  having  command  of  the  second.  Lieutenant 
Crozier  accompanied  the  boats  to  Low  and  Walden  Islands,  where  depots  of  provisions 
were  made.  Provisions  for  seventy-one  days  were  taken,  which,  including  the  boats  and 
all  necessary  gear,  ma<le  uj)  a  weight  of  iJnn  lbs.  per  man.  Pour  ofllcers  and  twenty- 
four  n.en  constituted  the  party.  The  boats  made  good  progress  until  stopped  by  the 
ice  at  noon  on  the  i\\\\,  when  they  were  hauled  ui)on  a  small  line,  the  latitude  by 
observation  being  SP*'  \\C  51".  The  i)lan  of  travelling  on  the  ice  was  nuich  as  follows: 
Night — if  the  term  can  be  used  at  all  in  connection  with  the  long  Arctic  summer 
day — was  selected  for  travelling,  })artly  because  the  snow  was  harder,  and  they  also 
avoided  the  glare  on  its  surface  produced  by  the  rays  of  the  sun  at  its  greatest  altitude, 
which  is  the  immediate  cause  of  snow  blindness.  Greater  warmth  was  enjoyed  during 
the  hours  of  rest,  and  it  also  gave  them  a  better  chance  of  drying  their  clothes.  "This 
travelling  by  night  and  sleeping  by  day,"  says  Parry,  "  so  completely  inverted  the  natural 
order  of  things  that  it  was  dillicnlt  to  pi'rsuade  ourselves  of  the  reality.  I'^ven  the 
officers  and  myself,  who  were  all  furnished  with  ])ocket  chronometers,  could  not  alwavs 
bear  in  mind  at  what  part  of  the  twenty-four  Imurs  we  had  arrived;  and  there  were 
several  of  the  men  who  declared — and  I  believe  truly — that  they  never  knew  night  from 
day  during  the  whole  excursion."  The  day  was  always  commenced  by  prayers,  after 
which  they  took  off  their  fur  sleeping-dresses,  and  put  on  those  for  travelling.  Preakfast 
was  rather  a  light  meal,  consisting  only  of  warm  cocoa  and  biscuit.  After  stowing 
the  boats,  &c.,  so  as  to  secure  them  from  wet,  they  usually  travelled  live  to  live  and 
a  half  hours,  halted  an  hour  for  dinner,  and  then  again  travelled  four,  live,  or  even  si\  hours. 
After  this  they  halted  for  the  "  night," — usually  early  in  the  morning — selecting  the 
largest  surface  of  ice  in  the  vicinity  for  hauling  the  boats  on,  in  order  to  lessen  the 
danger   of  collision    with    other  masses  or  from   its  breaking*   up.      The    boats    were  placed 

*  We  roiid  little  of  thi>si>  animals  afterwards  in   I'arry's  narrative,    ami  they   wore    n'lt,   and    eould    ncjt  be, 
of  service  in  the  perilous  and  harassing;  journey,  over  broken  and  detaehed  sea  iee,  about  to  be  ilescrilied. 
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close  aloiifjfside  oach  otlior,  and  the  sails,  supported  by  the  hamboo  masts  and  three 
paddles,  I'onnod  awninys  ovi'r  them.  Supper  over,  the  oflicers  and  men  smoked  their 
pipes,  usually  raising  the  temperature  of  their  lodyin^'  10'''  or  15"  ;  the  men  told  their 
stories  and  "  fought  all  their  battles  o'er  again,  and  the  labours  of  the  day,  unsuccessful 
as  they  too  often  were,  were  forgotten."  The  day  was  concluded  with  prayer,  after 
which  they  retired  f(jr  the  night,  a  watch  being  set  for  bears  or  for  the  breaking  up 
of   the    ice.      The   cook    roused    them    with    a   bugle    call   after   seven    hours'  rest,   and   the 
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work  of  the  day  commenced  as  before.  The  dietary  scale  seems  to  have  been  very 
light  for  such  hard  work  in  that  severe  climate — ten  ounces  of  biscuit,  nine  ounces  of  pem- 
mican,  and  one  ounce  of  sweetened  cocoa-powder,  with  one  gill  of  rum  per  day  eacli  man. 
The  fuel  used  consisted  exclusively  of  spirits  of  wine,  the  cocoa,  or  pemmican  soup,  being 
cooked  in  an  iron  pot  over  a  shallow  lamp  with  seven   wicks. 

The  journey  commenced  with  very  slow  and  laborious  travelling,  the  pieces  of  ice  at 
the  margin  of  the  pack  being  of  small  extent  and  very  rugged.  This  obliged  them  to 
make  three,  and  sometimes  four,  journeys  with  the  boats  and  baggage,  and  to  launch 
frequently  over  narrow  jiools  of  water.  In  other  words,  in  making  a  distance  of  two 
miles    they  had    to    travel    six   or   eight,   and    their   progress   was    very  tedious.       Fog   and 
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rain  hindered  tliem  somewhat,  while  the  condition  of  nuieh  of  tlie  ice  over  which  tliey 
passed  rendered  their  journey  very  fatij^uin<p.  Mueh  ol'  it  "presented  a  very  curious 
ap])earanee  and  structure,  bein<^  composed,  on  its  upper  siirlace,  of  nunilierh'ss  irrejj^ular, 
needle-like  crystals,  placed  vertically  and  nearly  close  together,  their  lenyth  varying;',  in 
different  pieces  of  ice,  from  five  to  ten  inches."  A  vertical  section  of  it  resembled 
satin-spar  and  as])estos  when  iidling'  to  pieces.  This  kind  of  ice  atTnrds  pretty  lirni 
footinjj;'  early  in  the  season,  liut  as  the  summer  advances  the  needles  iiecome  loose  and 
movable,  renderinj^  progress  very  diilicult,  besides  cutting  into  the  boots  and  feet.  The 
men  called  these  ice-spikes  "  pen-knives."  This  peculiar  formation  of  ice  I'arry  attributed 
to  the  inllltration  of  rain-water  from  alwve.  Tlie  water  was  stamling  in  pools  "//  the 
ice,  and  they  had  often  to  wade  through  it.  On  the  :!stli  the  party  arrived  at  a  lloe 
covered  with  high  and  rugged  hummocks  in  successive  tiers,  and  the  boats  had  to  l)e 
dragged  up  and  down  places  which  were  almost  perpendicular.  AV'hile  performing  this 
laborious  work,  one  of  the  men  was  nearly  crushed  by  a  Ijoat  falling  upon  him  from 
one  of  the  hummocks.  As  an  cxami)le  of  the  harassing  nature  of  this  service,  we 
find  them  on  the  iii)th,  in  making  a  mile  of  nortiiing  by  a  circuitous  mute  among  the 
ice-masses  and  oj)en  pools,  travelling  and  re-travelling  aljout  /'-i/  miles  in  order  to  keep 
the  party  and  supplies  together.  They  tried  for  soundings,  and  found  no  Ijottoni  ut  two 
hundred  fathoms  (1,200  feet) ;  later,  a  four  hundred  fathom  line  gave  no  bottom. 
On  the  ;30th  snowy  and  inclement  weather  rendered  the  atmos|)here  so  thick  that  they 
were  obliged  to  halt;  later  in  the  same  day  they  made  live  miles  by  rowing  in  a  very 
winding  channel. 

"As  soon,"  says  Parry,  "as  we  landed  on  a  floe-piece,  Lieutenant  Ross  and  myself 
generally  went  on  ahead,  while  the  l)oats  were  uidoadiiig  and  hauling  up,  in  order  to  select 
the  easiest  road  for  them.  The  sledges  then  followed  in  our  track,  ^Messrs.  Beverly  and 
Bird  accompanying  them,  by  which  the  snow  was  much  trodden  down,  and  the  road 
thus  improved  for  the  boats.  As  soon  as  we  arrived  at  the  other  end  of  the  tloe,  or  came 
to  any  difficult  place,  we  mounted  one  of  the  highest  hummocks  of  ice  near  at  hand 
(many  of  which  were  from  fifteen  to  five-and-twenty  feet  above  the  sea),  in  order  to 
obtain  a  better  view  around  us ;  and  nothing  could  well  exceed  the  dreariness  which 
such  a  view  presented.  The  eye  wearied  itself  in  vain  to  find  an  object  but  ice  and 
sky  to  rest  u])on  ;  and  even  the  latter  was  often  hidden  from  our  view  by  the  dense  and 
dismal  fogs  which  so  generally  prevailed.  For  want  of  variety,  the  most  trilling  cir- 
cumstances engaged  a  more  than  ordinary  share  of  our  attention — a  passing  gull 
or  a  mass  of  ice  of  unusual  form  became  objects  which  our  situation  and  circum- 
stances magnified  into  ridiculous  importance ;  and  vve  have  since  often  smiled  to 
remember  the  eager  interest  with  which  we  regarded  many  insignificant  occurrences. 
It  may  well  be  imagined,  thon,  how  cheering  it  was  to  turn  from  this  scene  of  inanimate 
desolation  to  our  two  little  boats  in  the  distance,  to  see  the  moving  figures  of  uur  men 
winding  among  the  hummocks,  and  to  hear  once  more  the  sound  of  human  voices 
breaking  the  stillness  of  this  icy  wilderness.  In  some  cases  Lieutenant  Rijss  and  myself 
took  separate  routes  to  try  the  ground,  which  kept  us  almost  coutiiuuilly  floundering 
among   deep   snow  and   water."     The    soft    snow    encountered   was  a  great   hindrance ;    on 
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one  (occasion  it  took  tho  party  two  liours  to  make  a  distance  of  150  yards!  They 
iiad  lieen  deviating'  i'rom  tlieir  night  travelHny,  and  wore  otherwise  feeliny  tiie  effects 
of  it  in  that  inlhinimation  of  the  eyes  which  ends  in  snow-ldindness.  The  nig-ht  travelling- 
was  therefore  resinned.  On  July  -"ird  their  way  at  first  lay  across  a  number  of  small 
loose  pieces  of  ice,  most  of  which  were  i'rom  five  to  twenty  yards  apart,  or  just 
yufliciently  separated  to  give  them  all  the  trouble  of  launching  and  hauling  up  the 
boats  wilhnut  tho  advantage  of  making  any  progress  by  water.  Sometimes  the  boats 
were  used  as  a  kind  of  bridge,  by  which  tho  men  crossed  from  one  mass  to  another.  By 
tliis  means  they  at  length  reached  a  floe  about  a  mile  in  length,  on  which  the  snow 
lay  to  the  depth  of  five  inches  or  so,  under  which,  again,  there  was  about  the 
same  depth  of  water.  Parry  says  that  snow-shoes  would  not  have  been  of  the  least 
service,  as  the  surface  was  so  irregular  that  the  men  would  have  been  thrown  down  at 
every  other  step.  Among  the  hummocks  noted  at  this  time  were  smooth,  regular  cones 
of  ice,  "  resembling  in  shape  the  aromatic  pastiles  sold  by  chemists ;  this  roundness  and 
regularity  of   form  indicate   age,   all  the  more  recent  ones  being  sharp  and  angular." 

Day  after  day  they  laboured  on,  with  little  variation  in  the  circumstances  detailed 
afjove.  Tlie  men  worked  with  great  cheerfulness  and  goodwill,  "  being  animated  with 
the  hope  of  soon  reaching  the  more  continuous  body  which  had  been  considered  as  com- 
posing tho  '  main  ice '  to  the  northward  of  Spitzbergen,"  which  Captain  Lutwidge  had 
described  as  "one  continued  plain  of  smooth,  unbroken  ice,  bounded  only  by  the  horizon."* 
They  certainly  deserved  to  reach  it,  if  it  existed  at  all ;  but  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  this  apparently  continuous  level,  mentioned  by  several  navigators,  had  been  seen  from 
an  elevation,  the  "crow's  nest"  on  board  ship,  or  some  hill  ashore,  and  that  a  nearer 
inspection  would  have  shown  it  to  be  full  of  hummocks  and  breaks. 

It  is  amusing  to  read  of  them  /jreakfastiiiij  at  five  p.m.,  (Jinhig  at  midnight,  and 
iakhirj  supper  at  six  or  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning!  On  July  11th,  having  halted  an 
hour  at  midnight  for  dinner,  they  were  again  harassed  l)y  a  heavy  rainfall,  but  although 
drenched  to  the  skin  they  made  better  progress  soon  after,  traversing  twelve  miles,  and 
making  seven  and  a  half  in  a  northerly  direction.  They  had  now  reached  the  latitude  of 
8:^"^  ir  51".  Next  day's  exertions  only  enabled  them  to  make  three  and  a  half  miles  of 
direct  northing,  and  the  following  day  but  two  and  a  lialf .  Much  thin  ice  was  encountered ; 
it  was  often  a  nervous  thing  to  see  their  whole  means  of  subsistence  lying  on  a  decayed 
sheet,  with  holes  quite  through  it,  and  which  would  have  bn)ken  up  with  the  slightest 
motion  among  the  surrounding  masses.  One  day  the  ice  on  one  side  of  a  boat,  heavy  with 
provisions  and  stores,  gave  way,  almost  upsetting  her;  a  number  of  the  men  jumped 
upon  the  Ice  and  restored  the  balance  temporarily.  A  rain-storm  of  twenty-one  hours' 
duration  is  recorded  on  the  1  Ith  and  loth,  which  was,  as  generally  the  case,  succeeded 
by  a  thick  wet  fog.  On  the  IGtli  the  narrative  records  "the  unusual  comfort  of  putting 
on  dry  stockings,  and  the  no  less  rare  luxury  of  delightfully  pleasant  weather."  It  was 
so  warm  in  the  sun  that  the  tar  exuded  from  the  seams  of  the  boats.  Even  the  sea-water^ 
though  loaded  with  ice,  had  a  temperature  of  ;31>'.     At  this  time  the  ice-floes  were  larger^ 

*  "  riiiijps's  Voyage  towards  tho  North  Pole." 
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thouf^h  none  are  rcfordcd  over  three  miles  in  lenytli.  On  the  ISth,  after  eleven  hdurs' 
actual  lahour,  "  reciuiring',  for  the  most  part,"  says  Parry,  "our  whole  strenylh  to  \)Q 
exerted,  wo  had  travelled  over  a  space  not  exceedinfy  four  miles,  oL'  which  only  tv/o  were 
made  good  in  a  NNV/.  direction."  Tlie  men,  exhausted  l>y  their  day's  work,  were 
treated  to  a  little  extra  hot  cocoa.  They  were  also  put  into  good  spirits  hy  having  killed 
a  small  seal,  wl\ich  next  night  gave  them  an  excellent  supper.  "  The  meat  ot."  these  young 
animals  is  tender,"  says  Parry,  "  and  free  from  oiliness ;  but  it  certainly  has  a  smell  and 
a  look  which  would  not  have  been  agreeable  to  any  but  very  hungry  people  like  ourselves." 
They  utilised  its  blubber  for  fuel,  after  the  Esquimaux  manner.  Some  few  birds — rotges, 
dovckies,  looms,  mollemucks,  and  ivory  and  Ross  gulls — were  very  occasionally  seen  and 
shot;  and  one  day  a  couple  of  siiiuU  files  were  found  upon  the  ice,  which  to  them  was  an 
event  of  ridiculous  importance,  and  as  -uch  is  recorded  in  the  narrative.  This  at  least  gives 
an  insight  into  the  terrible  monotony   of  their  existence  at  this  period. 

Hitherto  they  had  been  favoured  by  thii  wind,  but  on  the  l!>th  a  northerly  breeze 
set  in,  which,  while  it  was  the  means  of  opening  several  lanes  of  water,  counterbalanced 
this  advantage  by  drifting  the  ice — and,  by  consequence,  the  party  on  it — in  a  southerly 
direction.  Great  was  their  mortilication  at  noon  on  the  ^Otli  to  find  by  observation  that 
since  the  same  hour  on  the  17th  they  had  only  advanced  five  miles  in  a  northerly  direction. 
Although  they  had  apparently  made  good  progress  in  the  intervening  time,  their  efforts 
had  been  nullitied  by  the  ice  drifting  southward.  These  facts  were  carefully  concealed 
from  the  men.  On  the  :ilst  the  Hoe  broke  under  the  weight  of  the  boats  and  sledges; 
some  of  the  men  went  completely  through,  and  one  of  them  was  only  held  up  by  his  drag- 
belt  being  attached  to  a  sledge  which  happeucd  to  be  on  firmer  ice.  This  day  they  made 
nearly  seven  miles  by  travelling,  and  drifted  back  four  and  a  half;  or,  in  other  words,  their 
observation  of  the  latitude  showed  them  to  have,  in  reality,  advanced  only  two  miles  and 
a  quarter.  Inder  these  circumstances  we  can  understand  their  anxiety  wheU;  after  a 
calm  of  short  duration,  fog-banks  were  observed  rising  both  to  the  southward  and  north. 
Which  would  i)revail  ?  That  from  the  south  came  first,  with  a  light  air  from  that  quarter, 
but  soon  after  the  weather  became  perfectly  calm  and  clear.  Next  night  they  made  the 
best  travt'Iing  during  the  expedition.  The  floes  were  large  and  tolerably  level,  and  some 
good  lanes  of  water  occurring,  they  believed  that  they  must  have  (Khaneed  ten  or  eleven 
miles  in  a  NN]'].  diret'tion,  having  traversed  a  distance  of  about  seventeen.  They  had 
done  so — on  the  ice;  but  the  ice  itself  had  drifted  so  much  to  the  southward  that  they 
found,  to  their  great  disappointment  and  disgust,  by  observation  of  the  latitude,  that  they 
had  only  made  four  miles.  Still  worse  was  it  on  the  :i()th,  when  they  found  themselves 
in  latitude  Si*-'  40'  :J.'J";  since  their  last  observation  on  the  32nd  they  had,  though  travelling 
almost  incessantly,  lost  1)y  drift  no  less  than  thirteen  miles  and  a  half,  and  were  more  than 
three  miles  to  the  southward  of  their  earlier  position.  The  men  misiispiciously  remarked 
that  they  "were  a  long  time  getting  to  this  S-'i*  ! "  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  the  current 
was  now  taking  them  faster  south  than  all  their  labours  advanced  them  north.  ITnlike 
Sisyphus,  they  were  but  exerting  an  honourable  ambition,  but  like  him  they  were  rolling 
a  stone  up-hill  which  constantly  rolled  back  again.  The  eighty-third  parallel  had  been 
for  some  time  past  the    limit    of    Parry's    ambition,  but    although    he    never    reached  itj 
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he  had  tlic  proiul  sutisfiu'tioii  of  Iiavinj^'  hoisted  the  British  flaj?  in  a  hi;;!ior  latitude  than 
ever  attained  before.  Markli.im  has  since  l)eaten  him.  Pjirry  reached  Hi''^  lo',  and  in 
reaching'  it  the  party  had,  in  the  necessarily  circuitous  course  taken,  and  counting  the 
constant  retracing  of  their  stej)s,  travelled  a  distance  nearly  sufficient  to  have  reached  the 
Nortli  Pole  itself  in  a  direct  line. 

It  hecame  evident  that  the  nature  and  drift  oE  the  ice  were  such  as  to  preclude  tho 
possibility  of  a  final  success  greater  than  that  recorded.  They  had  now  been  absent  from 
the  ship  thirty-five  days,  and  one-half  their  supplies  were  exluuisted.  Parry  therefore 
determined  to  give  the  party  a  day's  rest,  and  then  set  out  on  the  return.  He  says  : — 
"  Dreary  and  cheerless  as  were  the  scenes  we  were  about  to  leave,  we  never  turned  home- 
wards with  so  little  satisfaction  as  on  this  occasion."  Still,  the  southern  current  was  now 
an  advantage,  and  they  knew  that  every  mile  would  tell.  The  return  was  made  success- 
fully and  without  any  very  serious  casualties.  Lieutenant  Ross  shot  a  fat  she-bear 
which  had  approached  within  twenty  yards.  Before  the  animal  had  done  biting  the  snow, 
one  of  the  men  was  alongside  of  her  with  an  oi)eu  knife,  cutting  out  the  heart  and  liver 
for  the  pot  which  happened  to  be  then  boiling  their  suj>per.  Hardly  had  the  bear  been  dead 
an  hour  when  all  hands  were  employed  in  discussing  its  merits  as  a  viand,  and  some  of 
them  very  much  over-gorged  themselves,  and  were  ill  in  consequence,  though  they  "attri- 
buted this  effect  to  the  quality,  and  not  the  cpiantity,  of  meat  they  had  eaten."  On  the 
r-iorning  of  August  11th  the  first  sound  of  the  ocean  swell  was  heard  under  the  hollow 
margins  of  the  ice,  and  they  soon  reached  the  open  sea,  which  was  dashing  with  heavy 
surges  against  the  outer  masses.  Sailing  and  paddling,  fifty  miles  further  brought  them 
to  Table  Island,  where  they  found  that  bears  had  devoured  all  the  bread  left  at  the 
depot,  as  arranged  at  the  commencement  of  their  voyage.  The  men  naively  remarked, 
says  Parry,  that  "  Bruin  was  only  square  with  us."  From  a  document  deposited  there 
during  his  absence,  he  learned  that  on  July  7th  the  llccdi  had  been  forced  on  shore 
by  the  ice  Ijrcaking  up,  l}ut  that  she  had  been  hove  off  safely.  Taking  advantage  of 
a  favourable  breeze,  they  steered  their  boats  for  Walden  Island,  but  oi  route  had  bad 
weather,  reaching  it  completely  drenched  and  worn-out,  having  had  no  rest  for  fifty-six 
hours.  They  luul  barely  strength  to  haul  the  boats  ashore  above  the  surf;  but  a  hot 
supper,  a  blazing  fire  of  drift-wood,  and  a  few  hours'  ([uiet  rest  soon  restored  them.  The 
party  arrived  at  the  ship  on  August  21st,  having  been  absent  sixty-one  days.  Allowing 
for  the  number  of  times  they  had  to  return  for  their  baggage  during  most  or  the 
journeys  on  the  ice,  Parry  estimated  their  actual  travelling  at  eleven  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  statute  miles ;  and  as  they  were  constantly  exposed  to  wet,  cold,  and  fatigue,  as  well 
as  to  considerable  peril,  it  was  matter  for  thankfulness  that  all  of  the  party  returned  in 
excellent  health,  two  only  requiring  some  little  medical  care  for  trifling  ailments. 

The  future  career  of  Parry  was  of  a  very  different  nature.  After  being  knighted, 
and  feted  by  the  people  of  England,  in  the  spring  of  1829  he  was  appointed  Com- 
missioner of  the  Australian  Agricultural  Company  in  New  South  Wales ;  and  one  who 
visited  the  country  a  few  yeai-s  later  wrote:  —  "At  Port  Stephens  Sir  Edward  Parry 
found  a  wilderness,  but  left  a  land  of  hope  and  promise."  Returning  to  England  in  1835, 
he  was  ajipointed   Assistant   Commissioner   of    Poor   Law   in   the  county   of    Norfolk,    but 
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after  a  year  and  a  half  was  forced  to  resimi  tliroiiiL;'Ii  ill-heultli.  He  was  afterwards  niadu 
Comptroller  of  Steam  Maehincry  to  the  Admiralty,  a  post  wli'ch  he  held  for  nearly  nine 
years,  du.'iii<^  which  time  the  duties  of  his  oliice  became  every  day  more  arduous;  and  in 
December,  ISIli,  he  received  the  a])|)oii  tment  to  the  post  of  (^aptain  Superintendent  of 
the  Royal  Clarence  Yard  and  of  the  Xaval  Hospital  at  JIaslar.  He  took  a  prominent 
part  iu  tne  founding'  of  a  sailors'  home  at  Portsmouth;  and  in  iS'ri  jiud  to  resign 
his   post  at    llaslar   iu  eouseipienee   of   attaiuiui;'  his    rear-admiral's    ilai^'.     At    the   close   of 
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the  following-  year  he  was  made  Governor  of  Greenwich  Hospital,  and  died  on  the  Sth 
of  July,  18.j5,  at  Ems.  His  remains  were  brought  to  ICngland  and  buried  iu  the 
mausoleum  at   Greenwich   Hospital. 

Parry's  Polar  journey  can  hardly  bo  dismissed  without  some  reference  to  the  re- 
markable expeditions  made  by  Wrangell,  the  great  Russian  explorer.  Between  \^-Z() 
and  IHZ'i  inclusive  he  made  four  expeditions  on  the  ice  northward  from  the  Siberian 
coast,  starting  from  the  town  or  settlement  of  Nijni  Kolymsk,  on  the  Kolyma  River. 
These  excursions  were  made  with  dog  sledges,  and  the  condition  of  the  ice  must 
therefore  have  been  much  superior  to  that  encountered  by  Parry,  who  found  that  the 
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iviiuloors  he  liiul  iiitoiitli'd  i'ur  tlio  satne  jmriiose  could  n<it  In'  t>iii|il<)ycMl  nl  nil.  'I'lic  ]iro- 
visidii.'^  liiki'ii  liy  Wraiiyvll  wt-rc  ryo-biseiiit,  luoiit,  and  [)()i'tal)lu  soiiii;  smoUcd  lisli ;  llio 
j^reat  Russian  spoeiality,  toa  ;  sjmits;  and  tobacco.  A  coiiii-al  tout  <>i  reindeer  skin,  iiisldi; 
ot'  wliich  a  lire  was  li^'litcd,  was  part  of  the  "Utllt.  1I(!  j)r(ic('cded  on  one  occasion 
ill*  miles,  and  on  another  171*  iiiih's,  rrom  the  land  to  the  niart,'in  ol'  the  open  sea, 
haviny  ol'ton  to  cross  rid;;es  of  l)roken  and  hununoeky  ice  sometimes  ei^'hty  and  ninety 
i'eet  above  the  jyeneral  level.  At  the  ed<^e  of  the  frozen  field  the  ice  was  found  to  be 
rotten  and  unsai'e;  and  on  his  last  journey,  when  tlie  ice  on  which  he  travelled  was 
broken  uj»  by  a  yale  while  he  was  seventy  miles  from  land,  nothiiii;'  Init  the  swiftness 
of  his  doys,  who  tcire  over  the  oiieniny  yaps,  saved  him  from  destruction.  A  very 
thaidifnl  man   was  Wranyell  when  he  reached  Icnii  jlritui  once  more. 
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Till';  MAfi.vr.Tic  Poi.i;. — A  Land  Joiunky  to  tiiI';  Polar  Si;a. 

.^ir  .lolin  Itoss  and  llic  \"ntnvii  —  V'\\-^K  .Slciim  Vi'Hsel  i'riii)lii,V('(l  in  Uie  Arctic  Diacovciy  uf  llic  MiiKnclii'  I'ole— The  llritisli 
Kill);  waviuK'  over  il- Franklin  and  '  Meliardson's  .lonrneys  to  the  I'ohir  .Sea -Tlie  Coppennine  Uiver— .Soa  VoyaKO 
ill  Hill  li-lii'i  k  Canoes  lieliirn  .loiiriicy  -'I'eirilde  Siilleiini?^— Starvation  and  I'tler  KxliaiHlion— Di'utlis  liy  tlie  Wuy 
-A  nrave  JMiil  Itelievcd  al  leiiKlli -.loiirney  to  tlie  .Moutli  of  tlie  Mackenzie -['"racas  willi  tlio  Ksciuiinaux— 
I'eaee  Itcsloreil. 

lM.\iEt>iATi;iA'  after  the  return  of  Ptirry's  cxpetlition  in  lS:i7,  Sir  John  Ross  submitted 
to  the  Admiralty  the  i)liins  for  the  voytiye  of  which  we  are  tibout  to  speak.  Hitherto 
all  voyayes  of  discovery  in  the  Arctic  seas  had  been  made  in  sailiny  vessels,  lloss 
deserves  the  credit  of  haviny  been  the  first  to  urye  the  employment  of  a  steam-ship 
in  thiit  service.  His  proposals  were  not  accepted,  and  he  therefore  laid  the  scheme 
before  a  wetillhy  friend,  Mr.  Sherifl'  Bootii.  At  that  time  the  Parliiimentaiy  reward  of 
l;iO,0()(l  was  still  outstandiny  to  the  discoverer  of  a  north-west  passaye,  and  Mr.  Booth 
declined  to  embark  "  in  what  miyht  be  deemed  by  others  ii  mere  mercantile  specu- 
lation." Not  lony  iifterwards,  the  Crovcrnment  reward  beiny  withdrawn,  Mr.  Booth 
immediately  empowered  Ross  to  provide,  tit  his  own  private  cxj)en.se,  ttll  that  was 
necessary  for  the  expedition.  A  paddle-wheel  steamer,  the  f'ictorj/,  ntis  purchased.  The 
vessel  was  strcnythened  and  many  other  improvements  made.  She  was  provisioned  for 
a  thousand  days,  and  was  to  have  been  ticcompanicd  for  some  distance  by  a  store-ship. 
The  men  on  the  latter  mutinied  :it  Loch  Ryan,  and  the  laryer  part  of  them  imme- 
diately left  the  ship,  which,  to  make  a  long  story  short,  never  proceeded  on  this  voyaye. 
Misfortune  befell  the  Vidori/ ;  her  enyines  ])roved  a  total  failure,  and  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  voyaye  were  the  cause  of  much  anxiety  and  woriy  to  the  commander. 
It  must  be  remembereil  that  seti-i/niiiij  steamers  were  then  of  very  recent  introduction, 
while  long  aci'dn  rm/nijc-'^  in  steam-ships  were  tilmost  unt'.iouyht  of.  Syminyton^s  first 
rlrer  steamer  htid  indeed  nnule  her  first  trip  on  the  Clyde  as  early  as  17SS,  but  the 
earliest  sen-(jo'ni(j  steamboat  of  which  we  have  record  did  not  make  a  trip  till  1815.  The 
voyage  was  only  from  Glasgow  to  London.     As  we  have  seen,  an  American  steamer  crossed 
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tlio  Atliintic  O('o:iti  to  Liverpool  in  ISI!);  l)iit  it  was  not  till  ls;iS,  wlicn  the  (lrfl>it 
Jl'cx/oni  and  Sirln.s  crossed  the  Atianti<',  that  tiiis  j^reat  sleaiiisliip  rmite  was  reallv 
opened.  Ross  was  tiierel'oro  very  early  in  the  Held,  and  shoidd  Ite  n';;'ardod  as  a  man 
of  punelratioii  lor  his  epDcli.  Nowadays,  as  we  all  know,  vessels  wit ii  at  least  anxiliary, 
if  not  conipleto  steam  power,  are  nearly  always  employed  in  (iovernmeiit  expeditions,  and 
even  liy  whalers   in  the  Arctic  seas. 

The  expedition  left  Knjrland  May  ;!''5rd,  IS;!'.),  and  arrived  home  aiyain  on  Oet(d)er  l^th, 
is;}."],  jiavinn'  thus  heon  ahsent  for  tlio  lenj^'thened  period  of  four  ye.irs  and  live  months. 
Tiie  coast  surveys  made  l»y  Ross  of  Kin«>'  William's  Ijjind  and  IJoothia  Kelix  (named 
lifter  the  munilicont  merchant  who  had  sn  liberally  provided  the  expedition)  were  careful, 
and  douhtless  accurate,  hut  not  very  exti'nsive.  'I'he  most  interestinjjf  feature  of  all  was 
the  determination  of  the  exact  locality  of  the  Maj^'uctie  I'ule,  which  was  accduiplislied 
Jiy   the   nei>hew   of  Sir  John    Ross   (later   Sir  James   Ross)  on  June   1st,  Is-'ll. 

JJefore  leavino-  the  vessel  it  was  j)erfectly  imderstood  that  they  were  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  the  .^^at?netic  Pole  ;  and,  indeed,  it  was  afterwards  pnncd  that  Com- 
mander Ross  had  heen,  in  a  |)recedin;4'  land  Journey  in  ls;}n,  within  ten  miles  oi"  the 
spot,  but  had  been  unprovided  with  the  necessary  instruments  to  determine  that  fact. 
The  weather  on  the  tri])  was  tempestuous  and  blusterin;'',  hut  no  special  disaster  occurred, 
and  on  the  morninuj  of  May  -'Jlst  tluw  found  themselves  within  fourteen  iiules  of  the 
Cidculated  position.  Leaviny  behind  the  larj^er  part  of  their  baj^'gaji^e  and  provisions  on 
the  beach,  the  party  hurried  forward  in  a  state  of  excitement  pardonable  under  the 
circumstances.  At  eii^lit  o'clock  the  next  niorninfi;"  their  journey  was  at  an  end,  and 
never,  doubtless,  were  exhausted  men  more  thoroughly  happy.  It  will  interest  the  reader 
to  learn   how  the   ^faj^netic   Pole  looks. 

"The  land,"  wrote  Ross  the  younger,  "at  t' '-  place  is  very  low  near  the  coast, 
hut  it  rises  into  ridjijes  of  lil'ty  or  sixty  feet  high  about  a  nule  inland.  We  could 
have  wished  that  a  place  so  important  had  possesf^d  more  of  mark  or  note.  It  was 
scarcely  censurable  to  regret  that  there  was  not  a  mountain  to  indicate  a  spot  to  which 
so  much  of  interest  must  ever  he  attached  ;  aiid  I  could  even  have  pardoned  any  one 
among  ns  who  had  been  so  romantic  or  absurd  as  to  expect  that  the  Alagnetie  Pole 
was  an  object  as  conspicuous  and  mysterious  as  the  fabled  mountiiin  of  Sinbad,  that 
it  was  even  a  mountain  of  iron,  or  a  magnet  as  large  as  ^lont  Blanc.  But  Nature 
had  here  erected  no  monument  to  denote  the  spot  which  she  had  chosen  as  the  centre 
of  one  of  her  great  and  dark  powers,  and  where  we  could  do  little  ourselves  toward  this 
end.  .  .  .  We  were,  however,  fortunate  in  here  finding  some  huts  of  Es(|uimaux 
that  had  not  long  ])een  abandoned."  A  series  of  scientific  observations  were  at  once 
made,  the  most  conspicuous  results  of  which  were  as  follows: — At  their  observatory  the 
amount  of  the  dip,  as  indicated  by  the  dii)ping-needle,  was  SO"-'  ,5!)',  being  thus  within 
one   minute    of   the    vertical,    while   the   pi-oximity   of    the   Magnetic   Pole    was   con  firmed 


bv   the   absolute   inaction   of  the   several   liorizontal    needles. 
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lese    were   suspended    in 


the  most  delicate  manner  possible,  l)ut  there  was  not  one  which  showed  the  slightest 
effort  to  move  from  the  position  in  which  it  was  placed."  In  other  words,  the  mag- 
netic force  was  dead  iu  that  very  spot  to  which  millions  of  compasses  are  ever  pointing. 
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'I'Im;   l>iiti>li    Hay  was   lixcd  oti   the  spot,   and    tlic    discdvercrH    took    possession    of    tlio 
Maj^ik'lic    I'olc   ill   liic  iiaiiic  nf  (Jivat    Uritaiii    and    Kiiiu'   ^Villialll    IV.      A    litiirstoiic   taini 
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■was  erected,  in  whioh  a  canisler  containiiif?  the  record  of  the  visit  of  Ross  and  his  com- 
jianions  was  deposited.  Koss  says  that  "had  it  been  a  pyramid  as  larji^e  as  that  of 
CheopSj  I  am  not  quite  sure  tliat  it  would  have  done  more  than  satisfy  our  ambition 
under  the  feelings  of  that  exciting  day.     The  latitude  of  this  spot  is  70*^  5'  17",  and  its 
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Idiii-itiulo  Drt*-    1(1'    I.')'  W."     On   tlio   n-turii   jniinioy  to  tlio  sliip  tlioy  (•iiooiiiitt'rcil   l.liuiliii;^ 
siiuw-storm.-i,   l)iit  evi'iituiilly    iciiclird    it    iii    siil'cty,   iiltor  an   iilisoiu'f  of   tWL'iily-(.'i;;-lit  tliiys. 
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KICHAUnSON  S    ADVENTl'llE    WITH    WHITE    WOLVES. 
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In  1819 — 23  Franklin  made  a  most  r(>markabl(>  and  ])cril(ms  land  and  river 
jonrnoy  to  the  shores  of  tlio  Polar  Sea,  which  will  be  only  l)ri('tlv  noticed  here  for  obvious 
reasons.  The  party  consisted  of  Franklin,  Dr.  Richardson,  Hack,  Hood,  and  a  sailor 
named  Hepburn,  who   is   very  highly   oommendeJ    in    the   narrative.      They   left   England 
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Miiy  :^ill<l,  Isl'.t,  aii.l  ivnclicd   V..rlv    hictory,  IIikIhoii's   Hny.  iit   ll iid  ..f  Aiiyiist.     Tliuni'O 

tlioy  prdcccili'il  til  ( 'iiiiilii'i'iMnil  lldii^c,  wliciict'  Fniiiklin,  l(:irl;,  ami  lli>ii)iiirri,  tnivclliMl  tn 
Cin'ltoii  iliiiisi>  iitnl  ('lii|ic\v\iin,  a  wiiitiT  jttiiriu'y  nl"  s.")7  iiiili's ;  tlic  otiierrt  rullowiMl,  aii<l 
II  iimiilicr  (if  roi/iiiiriifH  wcri'  oiiyiiyi'd.  In  tlii"  H|H'iii<^  tlii'y  iii,''iiiii  stiirtt'il,  reacliinjf  l''ni't 
l'in\  iiliMiiM'  (III  .Inly  ^Stli,  |S;>(),  from  whirli  |ila<i'  tlicy  iirocccdi'il  to  a  point  Hitiialcil  l»\ 
Winter  Ijakc,  ulicif  llicy  ilt'tenniiKMl  to  cic't  ii  ImnM.'  ami  pasn  the  winter.  Tlie  hoiirto, 
or  |)iisl,  wan  nanioil  ImhI  lliilcriiri^i'.  IJaiU  ami  otliers  tnivt'lli'tl  hackwartis  and  forwanU 
lliis  winter  l,|()|  miles  in  order  to  I'eteli  iiji  ii  siillieioiit  qimntity  of  pnivinionH  I'or  their 
next  summer's  work,  ami  siilTered  severely  Inun  the  intense  cold  and  I'roin  Kometliin;; 
like  starvation  on  many  oeeasions.  Tlie  last  day  of  .June,  l^;JI,  the  party  reaehed  and 
emliarked  npoii  the  C-'oppermine  River,  and  eighteen  days  later  reaehed  the  sea-eoast, 
ah'iiit  'SM  miles  I'roin  their  last  winter  (jnartera.  The  eaiioes  and  liayj;ay'e  hail  heeii  draj»';fed 
over  Miow  and  ice  for  117  miles  of  tliis  distance,  an<l  they  had  siu'eesslully  passed  many 
ra|iids.  They  were  now  in  the  country  of  the  I'.sipiinianx,  and  exposeil  to  I'resli  anxieties  I'ldin 
the  nnrrieiidly  I'eeliiiy  which  existed  hetweeii  them  and  the  Indians.  Dr.  Kichanlsoii,  oui' 
ni<,fht,  whilst  on  the  first  watch,  had  seated  liimselt'  on  a  hill  overhanyini;'  the  river  ;  his 
thoiiylits  were  ])ossilily  eiiifaj^'cd  with  I'ar  distant  scenes,  when  ho  was  roused  hy  an  indistinct 
noise  liehind  him,  and,  on  lookiii"^  round,  peroeivud  that  nine  white  wolves  had  ranged 
themselves  in  the  i'orin  of  a  crescent,  and  were  advancinj^,  apparently  with  the  inteiitinii  of 
driving'  him  into  the  river.  On  his  risin^i"  up  they  halted,  and  when  he  advanced,  they  made 
way  lor  his  ]iassaye  down  to  the  tents.  He  had  his  o'lin  in  his  hand,  hnt  f'orhore  to  lire,  lest 
he  should  alarm  any  l'lsi|iiimaux  who  miyht  jKissihly  be  in  the  neiy:lihourho()d.  The  Canadian 
Vdi/iiiinirx  were  delijilitcd  with  their  lirst  view  of  the  sea,  and  amused  at  the  8i«>^ht  of  the 
seals  in'amholliny  and  swimmini^  about,  but  wore  not  unnaturally  terrified  at  the  idea  of 
the  voyajfo,  throuj^h  an  icy  .sea,  now  i)rnposo(l  by  Franklin.  On  July  21st,  with  only 
fifteen  days'  provisions  on  board,  they  commenced  an  eastward  trip  of  5.'jI)  miles,  which 
is  little  less  than  the  direct  distance  between  the  Cop])ormine  Uivor  and  Repulse  IJay, 
which  Franklin  hail  at  one  time  fondly  hoped  to  reach.  Storms  arose;  their  canoes 
were  badly  shattered  and  their  provisions  nearly  exhausted,  and  at  a  position  now  marked 
on  the  niaj)  as  I'oint  Turnagain  they  desisted  from  further  attempts.  He  determined  to 
steer  westward  at  once  for  Arctic  Sound,  and  by  Hood's  River  attempt  to  reach  their  old 
(piartors  at  Fort  Knterprise.  They  had  a  somewh.'it  cliillinjj  prospect  before  them,  for  as 
early  as  Ani^'ust  2()th  the  pools  were  fro/en  over,  snow  on  the  ground,  and  the  therinometor 
down  to  freezing  ))oint  at  noon.  The  hunters  wore  unsuccessful,  and  they  made  "  a  scanty 
meal  oil'  a  handful  of  ])emmican,  after  which  only  half  a  bag  remained."  Rul  as  were  the 
canoes,  and  worse  as  was  the  weather,  they  managed  to  paddle  along  bravely  till,  on  the 
2(!tli,  they  reached  Hood's  River.  "Here,"  says  Franklin,  "terminated  our  voyage  on 
the  Arctic  Sea,  during  which  ^'o  had  gone  over  t!."3(l  geographical  miles."  "Our  Canadian 
voyagers,"  Franklin  mentions,  "  could  not  restrain  their  joy  at  having  turned  their  backs  on 
the  sea,  and  they  spent  the  evening  in  talking  over  their  past  adventures  with  much  humour 
anil  no  little  exaggeration.  It  is  due  to  their  character  to  mention  that  they  displayed  much 
courage  in  encountering  the  dangers  of  the  sea,  magnifiod  to  them  by  their  novelty."  They 
proceeded  a  few  miles  up  the  river,  and  then  encamped. 
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Two  Rinall  I'litiocx   li:ivin;r   lifcii    cDiiHlniitt'tl   iVoin    tlif    rtMnuiiirt    of    tin;   uMit   iiihI    tmw 

illlllnst     II    I'll'sH    olUW,    tllcy,    (III    till'     Ut     III'    So|ililllln'r,     Id't    tlu'    liviT,    tin*    r'oMllllilll<l(l'    liiuiiiy 

(U>t<>riiiint><l  t(i  nmku  ii  ilin-ct  line  fur  I'niiit  l.tik(>,  110  tiiiK-M  ilistaiit.  Ililsill^'  iiriirociliil 
a  fhizi'ii  inili'>t  or  mi,  tliev  encoimteiTil  a  Hovero  Mimw-stiinii,  wliirli  uliliifi'il  iluin  tu  I'lii'ainp, 
ami  it  ra^oil  md  viuU'iitly  (Imt  tliuy  wuro  uhlitrri!  to  sici|i  ilicic,  iiiiiIHimI  ii|i  in  iluir  Mmiki'tH 
anti  hkiiiH,  I'ur  ncail*  a  week.  On  tlic  •Jrd  ol'  Scidcinlu'r  tin'  Avv/  piiTc  I'l'  |ifiiiiiii<'aii  and 
a  small  unjiitity  of  arrow  mot  woni  Hfrvoil  out,  ami  with  no  lire,  a  ti'iii|n'i'iiliii('  liclow 
ritc'/injf,  ami  vs. I  •rarint'iits,  tlii-y  wiT''  in  a  niiscnililL'  pliylit.  Tlio  Htonii  aliatcd  un  llu' 
7tli,  l)iit  wlicii  tiit'v  attoin|ittMl  to  pnx'eed  I'liiiklin  was  Hci/.cil  witli  a  liiintiiii;'  tit,  in 
coiiscquoncu  of  Hiiddfii  oxjiosuro  and  exIiaiiHtion.  Scvt'ial  of  tlic  niiii,  with  mu' li  kindiiOHx, 
ur^'t'd  liiin  to  oat  a  inoist'l  of  ]M)ilal»lo  soiip,  the  small  and  only  rcinaiiiin^;  iiumI,  uliirli, 
al'tiT  niiicli  hcsitalioii,  lit-  did,  and  was  niurli  revived.  The  eaiioe-earrieiv  weie  >o  weak 
that   they   were  constantly  hlowii   down,  and  one  of   their   little   hoats  was  eriislu' I  to   |iiei'es 

liy  a   fall.     Tliey   utilised    it    liy  making  u  Ih'c   t lok    the  remnant   of    |iorl;.lile  soup  and 

arrowroot — their  last  meal.  For  the  next  two  days  tlie\  had  to  li\e  uii  the  liiheii 
named  by  the  Canadians  fri/ir  ilc  nn'/u-,  hut  on  the  Kith  'hey  killed  a  larye  musk  ox — ■ 
which,  hy-the-liye,  was  a  eow — ami  they  enjoyed  a  j^'ood  meal.  Soon  ayaiii  .ill  >u|iplies 
faile(l  them,  and  a  fatal  despondency  settled  upon  many  of  the  men,  who,  yiviny  up  all 
hope,  left  hehind  articles  of  incalciilalile  value  to  the  expedition,  in<ludin;;'  the  sei'oud  cniioe 
and  their  iisliiii«;-nets.  It  must  he  remeinhered  that  they  were  passing  over  a  most  ruoyed 
iiiuntry,  where  they  had  constantly  to  <'ross  streams  and  risers,  and  svere  living'  mninly  on 
a  scanty  supply  of  Irijir  ili'  nx'ln'.  At  this  depressinj;'  moment  u  line  trait  .if  disin- 
terestedness occurred.  As  the  ollicers  stood  tiyether  round  a  small  lir.',  cmluiinn'  the  very 
intensity  of  hunger,  IVrrault,  one  of  the  Canadians,  presented  each  of  them  with  a  piece  of 
meat  out  of  a  little  store  which  he  had  saved  Irom  his  allowaiKc.  ''  it  was  received,"  says 
Franklin,  "with  f^roat  thankfulness,  and  such  an  instance  of  self-denial  and  kindness  lilled 
our  eyes  with  tears."  Back,  the  most  active  and  vij^'orons  of  the  party,  was  sent  forward 
with  some  of  the  hunters  to  apprise  the  peojilo  at  Fort  Enterprise  of  the  approach  of 
the  rest.  Credit  and  Junius  followed  them,  also  to  hunt.  Credit  returned,  Imt  Junius 
was  missinjjf  and  was  never  after  heard  of.  They  had  now  reached  a  hrancli  of  the  Copper- 
mine River,  and  it  became  necessary  to  make  a  raft  of  willows,  which  occupied  them  to 
the  lilltli.     Then  all  attempts  to  cross  the  river  in  it  failed. 

"  In  this  hopeless  cotulitiim,"  says  Franklin,  "  svith  certain  starvation  staring-  them 
in  the  face.  Dr.  Richaixlsoii,  actuated  by  the  noble  desire  of  makiny  a  last  ell'ort  for  the 
safety  of  the  party,  and  of  ivlievino-  his  sulTerinj^-  companions  fnun  a  state  .if  misery 
which  could  only  terinin.ate,  and  that  speedily,  in  death,  volunteereil  to  make  the  attempt 
to  swim  across  the  stream,  earryinj^  with  him  a  line  by  which  the  raft  iiiiyht  lie 
hauled  over. 

"  lie  launched  into  the  stream  with  the  line  round  his  middle,  bat  when  lie  had 
fjot  to  a  short  distance  fnmi  the  opposite  bank  his  arms  Iiecame  benumbed  svith  cold, 
and  he  lost  the  power  of  moving  them;  still  he  jiersevered,  and  turning'  .'ii  liis  back, 
had  nearly  gained  the  opposite  shore,  when  his  leys  also  became  powerless,  and  to  our 
infinite   alarm    we   beheld    him    sink.;    \se    instantly    hauled    upon    the    line,   and    he    came 
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ag-iiiii  on  tlie  surfafo,  ami  was  gnitliially  drawn  aslioiv   in  an   almost   lifeless  state.     Being;' 
rolled   up   in    blankets,  he  was   placed   before   a   jifood    fire  of    willows,  and  fortunately  was 
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just  able  to  speak  sufficiently  to  i;-ive  some  sliy-ht  directions  respecting  the  manner  of 
treatini^  bim.  He  recovered  strength  o-i'adually,  and  through  the  blessing  of  God  was 
enabled  in  the  course  of  a  few  hoiu's  to  converse,  and  by  the  evening  was  sufficiently 
recovered    to    remove    into    the    tent,      ^^'e    then     regretted    to    learn    that    the    skin    of 
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his  v/liclo  left  side  was  deprived  nl'  i'eeiinji',  in  0()iise(|uence  <>£  exposure  to  loo  "^Teat 
heat.  He  did  not  ])erfectly  recover  tlie  sensation  of  that  side  until  the  rollowiny 
summer.  I  cannot  describe  what  every  one  I'elt  at  helioidino'  tlie  slveletoii  \vln(  h  tiio 
doctor's  dehilitated  frame  exhibited  when  he  stripped;  the  Canadians  simultaneously 
exclaimed,  '  A/i  !  ([ue  /mi/.s  somiiicii  iiiKiijrcs  .' '  1  shall  best  explain  his  state  and  that 
of  the  party   by  the  followino-  extract   from  his  journal:  — 

"'It  may  be  worthy  of  remark  that  I  should  have  had  little  hesitation  in  any 
former  period  of  my  life  at  plunoiny  iuto  water  even  below  •"3^'^  Fahrenheit;  but  at 
this  time  I  was  reduced  almost  to  skin  and  bone,  and,  like  the  rest  of  the  party,  suf- 
fered i'roHi  deg'rees  of  cold  that  would  have  been  disreo'anled  in  health  and  vigour. 
Duriui;'  the  wl^ole  of  our  mareli  we  experienced  that  no  ([uantity  of  clothini;'  would 
keep  us  warm  whilst  we  fasted;  but  on  those  occasions  on  which  we  were  enabled  to 
go  to  bed  with  full  stomachs  we  j'^'^^*''!  the  niyht  in  a  warm  antl  <'onifortable  manner.'" 
Franklin  adds: — "In  followini;'  the  detail  of  our  friend's  narrow  escape,  I  have  omitted 
to  mention  that  when  he  was  about  to  step  into  the  water  be  put  bis  foot  ou  a 
da<i^ger,  which  cut  him  to  the  bone;  l>ut  this  misfortune  could  not  stop  him  from 
attemj)ting'  the  execution  of  his  <;enerous  undertakin<>'." 

But  althou<i'h  they  had  crossed  the  river  they  had  much  before  them,  and  a  fearful 
amount  of  despondency  prevailed.  Franklin  wishing  one  day  to  reach  one  of  his  men 
tln'ee-(piarters  oi'  a  mile  distant,  spent  l/irrn  litmy-s  in  a  vain  attempt  to  wade  through 
the  snow.  Hood  was  reduced  to  a  perfect  skeleton,  Uiidiardson  was  lame  as  well  as 
oxhausteil,  and  even  Back,  the  energi'tic  and  unconquerable,  had  to  use  a  stick.  The 
voj/(i(/t'iii'-'i  were  somewhat  stronger,  but  seem  to  have  given  up  all  hope ;  IIe2)burn 
alone  seems  to  have  remained  cheerful  and  resigned,  and  he  was  indefatigalile  in  col- 
lecting Iri/if  (le  i-iic/ic.  On  October  Ith  it  was  determined  that  Franklin,  with  eight  of 
his  party,  should  push  forward,  and  endeavour  to  send  back  assistance.  Four  of  these 
l)Voke  down  ;dmost  immediately,  and  endeavoured  to  return  to  the  last  camp;  only  out' 
arrived;  the  other  three  wi'i-f  no  imtn'  /nuird  »/.  Franklin  succeeded  in  reaching  Fort 
Enterprist',  where  they  found  neither  iidiabitants  nor  supplies.  Ou  the  way  they  had 
literally  eaten  a  part  of  their  boots,  and  at  the  house  were  oidy  too  glad  to  boil  bones 
and  pieces  of  skin  for  their  sustenance.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  give  the  reader  in 
few  words  a  fair  idea  of  the  terribh;  condition  in  which  they  were.  Franklin  determined 
to  push  forward  to  the  next  fort,  but  found  that  he  had  made  but  four  miles  in  the  first 
six  hours'  travel,  and  he,  therefore,  reluctantly  retimied  to  the  house,  letting  two  of  the 
Canadians  proceed.  Eighteen  days  elapsed,  and  then  Dr.  Richardson  and  Hepburn  arrived. 
Mr.  Hood  had,  meantime,  been  shot  by  Michel,  one  of  their  Indians,  who  it  was  believed 
had  also  been  the  murderer  of  the  three  exhausted  men  who  had  been  missing.  He  had 
remained  in  strong  and  vigorous  eonditit)n  when  the  rest  were  utterly  exhausted.  Dr. 
Kichardson,  being  thoroughly  convinced  of  these  facts,  killed  ^Michel  with  a  pistol-.shot 
shortly  afterwards.  '"The  emaciated  countenances  of  the  doctor  and  Hepburn"  gave 
evidence  of  their  deViilitated  state.  "The  doctor,"  says  Franklin,  " jiarticularly  remarked 
the  sepulchral  tones  of  our  voices,  which  he  recpiested  of  us  to  make  more  cheerful,  if 
possible,  unconscious  that  his  own  partook  of  the  same  key."  IIe])burn  had  shot  a. 
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partridife  on  the  way,  ami  the  ■sl.rf//  purf  of  Ihk  was  the  first  morsel  of  flesh  Franklin 
and  liis  throe  t'onii)aniuns  had  tasted  for  tliirty-one  days.  At  len<;'tli  tlie  lon<^'- expect ed 
relief  from  Baek  arrived  by  three  Indians,  hut  not  till  two  of  the  Canadians  had  succum]>cd. 
Hack  himself,  in  s])ite  t)f  his  sjjlendid  constitution,  had  suffered  privations  hardly  second 
to  those  recorded  above.  But  from  this  period  no  great  difKculties  were  o  leouutered  on 
the  return  to  Fort  York,  and  Franklin  and  his  brave  companions,  poor  Hood  excepted, 
eventually  reached  England  in  safety. 

Many  would  have  been  content  to  rest  on  their  laurels;  not  so  Franklin,  Ilichard- 
son,  or  Hack,  wlio  almost  immediately  afterwards  volunteered  to  again  (hire  the 
perils  of  these  same  regions.  The  "second  expedition  to  the  sliores  of  the  Polar  Sea" 
was  not  marked  l)y  tho.se  disasters  which  had  befallen  the  jjrevinus  one,  but  was  none 
the  loss  remarkable  and  daring.  It  was,  however,  much  better  ^  I'ovided.  Three  light 
boats  were  built  at  Woolwich  specially  for  this  expedition,  and  a  foiwth,  covered  with 
india-rubber  canvas,  called  the  Wtilnitt  Shelly  was  taken  for  the  ])urpose  of  crossing  rivers 
and  for  easy  transportation. 

Passing  over  all  previous  matters,  suffice  it  to  say  that  Fraidclin  and  his  party 
successfully  reached  the  mouth  of  the  groat  Mackenzie  River,  where,  on  Garry  Island, 
says  Franklin's  narrative,  "the  men  had  pitched  the  tent  on  the  beach,  and  I  causeil 
the  silk  union  Hag  to  be  hoisted  which  my  deeply-lamented  wife*  had  made  and  pre- 
sented to  me  as  a  i)arting  gift,  under  the  express  injunction  that  it  was  not  to  be 
unfurled  before  the  expedition  reached  the  sea.  I  will  not  attempt  to  describe  my 
emotions  as  it  expanded  to  the  breeze;  however  natural,  and,  for  the  moment,  irre- 
sistible, I  felt  that  it  was  my  duty  to  suppress  them,  and  that  I  had  no  right,  by  an 
indulgence  of  my  own  sorrows,  to  cloud  the  animated  countenances  of  my  comj)anions. 
Joining,  therefore,  with  the  best  grace  that  I  could  command,  in  tlie  general  excite- 
ment, I  endeavoured  to  return,  with  corresponding  cheerfulness,  their  warm  congratula- 
tions on  having   thus  planted  the   British  Hag  cm  this  remote  island  of  the  Polar  Sea. 

"  Some  spirits  which  had  been  saved  for  the  occasion  were  issued  to  the  men,  and 
with  three  fervent  cheers  they  drank  to  the  health  of  our  beloved  monarch  and  to  the 
continued  success  of  our  enterprise.  Mr.  Kendall  and  I  had  also  reserved  a  little  of  our 
brandy  in  order  to  celebrate  this  interesting  event ;  but  Baptisto,  in  his  delight  at 
beholding  the  sea,  had  set  before  us  some  salt  water,  which,  having  been  mixed  with  the 
brandy  before  the  mistake  was  discovered,  we  were  reluctantly  obliged  to  forego  the  in- 
tended draught,  and  to  use  it  in  the  more  classical  form  of  a  libation  poured  on  the  ground." 

Severe  weather  compelled  them  to  return  w^  the  river  to  their  station  at  Fort 
Franklin  on  this  occasion,  l)ut  they  returned  to  the  mouth  of  the  ^Mackenzie  in  the  following 
season,  where  they  nearly  had  a  serious  difficulty  with  the  natives.  Franklin  had  been 
ashore,  and  had  noted  on  one  of  the  islands  a  number  of  tents,  with  Esquimaux  strolling 
about.  lie  hastened  back  to  the  boats  to  ])repare  presents  for  them.  Some  seventy-three 
canoes  and  five  large  skin  boats  were  soon  seen  approaching,  with  )ierhaps  three  hundred 
persons  on  board.     They    speedily    showed    a    great    desire  to  trade.     Augustus,   the    inter- 

♦  Sii  J(jhii  Franklin's  first  wife  died  on  the  cLiy  after  the  dcpavture  of  tliu  expedition  from  Enj^lMud. 
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protor,  expliiinod  the  objects  (if  the  visit,  autl  tliat  if  tluy  should  siiceeeil  in  liiidiiit''  a 
iiiiviji'iihle  clianiiel  for  larn'e  shi[)s  a  f^reat  trade  woidd  he  opened  with  them.  This 
deH^'hted  tliem,  and  they  slioiited  with  tlie  g-reatest  vi,<>-()iir.  L'nFortiinately,  just  after  this, 
"a  kaiyaek  bein<;  overset  l)y  one  oi"  the  LiiDi'x  (the  k'adin<>'  hoat)  oars,  its  owner  was 
plMn;;'ed  into  tlie  water  witii  Ids  head  in  the  nnid,  and  ap])arently  in  (hmyer  oi'  hein^- 
drowned.  We  instantly  extricated  him  from  his  unpleasant  situation,  and  took  him  into 
the  hoat  until  the  water  eould  be  thrown  out  of  his  kaiyaek;  and  Auj^'ustus,  seeiii"'  him 
shiverin;^'  with  cold,  wrai)i)ed  him  up  in  his  own  <j^reat-eoat.  At  hrst  he  was  exeeediiiji'ly 
an<yry,  but  soon  became  reconciled  to  his  situation,  and,  looking-  about,  discovered  that  wo 
had  many  bales  and  other  articles  in  the  boat,  which  had  been  concealed  from  the  people 
in  the  kaiyacks  by  the  coverin<jfs  being  carefully  sjjread  over  all.  lie  soon  ben'an  to  ask 
for  everythin}4"  he  saw,  and  expressed  much  disj)leasure  on  our  refusinj;'  to  comply  with  his 
demands.  He  also,  we  afterwards  learned,  excited  tlie  cupidity  of  others  by  his  account  of 
the  inexhaustible  riches  in  the  Lion,  and  several  of  the  younger  men  endeavoured  to  get 
into  both  our  boats,  but  we  resisted  all  their  attempts.^' 

They,  however,  tried  hard  to  steal  everything  on  which  they  could  lay  hands.  One 
of  the  crew  noticed  that  the  native  who  had  been  upset  had  stolen  a  pistol  from  Lieu- 
tenant Back,  which  he  endeavoured  to  conceal  under  Ins  shirt,  and  the  thief,  finding  it 
was  observed,  jumped  out  of  the  boat  into  the  shallow  water,  and  escaped. 

"Two  of  the  most  powerful  men,"  says  Franklin,  "jumping  on  board  at  the  same 
time,  seized  me  I)y  the  wrists,  and  forced  me  to  sit  between  them;  and  as  I  shook  them 
loose  two  or  three  times,  a  tlnrd  Esquimaux  took  his  station  in  front  to  catch  my  arm 
whenever  I  attempted  to  lift  my  gun  or  the  broad  dagger  which  hung  by  my  side.  The 
whole  way  to  the  shore  they  kept  repeating  the  word  '  leyuiti,'  beating  gently  ou  my  left 
breast  with  their  hands  and  pressing  mine  against  their  breasts.  As  we  neared  the  beach 
two  oomiaks,  full  of  women,  arrivtxl,  and  the  '  tei/mas'  and  vociferations  were  redoubled. 
The  R('/i(iiice  was  first  brought  to  the  shore,  and  the  Lion  close  to  her  a  few  seconds 
afterwards.  The  three  men  who  held  me  now  leaped  ashore,  and  those  who  had  remained 
in  their  canoes,  taking  them  out  of  tlie  water,  carried  them  a  little  distance.  A  numerous 
l)arty  then,  drawing  their  knives  and  stripping  themselves  to  the  waist,  ran  to  the 
Rdiance,  and,  having  first  hauled  her  as  far  up  as  they  could,  began  a  regular  pillage, 
handing  the  articles  to  th.'  women,  who,  ranged  in  a  row  Ijehind,  quickly  eonveycxl  them 
out  of  sight."  In  short.  Lieutenant  Back,  who  had  desisted  from  any  violence  up  to  this 
period,  now  ordered  his  men  to  level  their  muskets  on  them,  but  not  to  fire  till  the  word 
of  command.  The  effect  was  maffieal  as  a  stage  effect :  in  a  few  minutes  not  an 
Esquimaux  was  to  be  seen.  Tlicy  made  for  the  shore,  and  hid  behind  the  piles  of  drift- 
wood on  the  beach.  Augustus,  the  interjireter,  subse(iuently  made  speech  to  them,  showing 
them  that  their  conduct  had  been  very  Ijad,  and  that  the  "  white  man "  could  well  take 
care  of  himself.  "  Do  not  deceive  yourselves,"  said  he,  "  ami  suppose  they  are  afraid  of 
you.  I  tell  you  they  are  not,  and  that  it  is  entirely  owing  to  their  humanity  that  many 
of  you  were  not  killed  to-day;  for  they  have  all  guns,  with  which  they  can  destroy  you 
either  when  near  or  at  a  distance.  I  also  have  a  gun,  and  can  assiu'e  you  that  if  a  white 
man    had   fallen  I   would  have  been  the  first  to  have  revenged  his  death."     The    language. 
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of  course,  is  Fnuiklin's;  but  these  were  the  •^•eueral  sentiments  expressed  in  their  tongue. 
It  was  received  with  siiouts  of  iipphuise  ;  and  a  Httlc  hiter  tliey  pleaded  that  haviii}]f  seen 
so  many  line  tiiinjijs  new  to  them  ihey  could  not  resist  the  temptation  of  stealin<^.  They 
promised  better  behaviour,  and,  what  was  more  to  the  point,  restored  the  articles  which  they 
had  purloined.  Thus,  what  miyht  have  proved  a  serious  affray  was  prevented.  The 
Ks(iuimaux,  like  all  unsophisticated  natives,  are,  or  were  tlien,  mere  children,  but  children 
capable   of   doin<,^  much  harm. 

Franklin    traced  the  coast    in  a  westerly    direction    to   latitude    70"   -Zl'   N.,  longitude, 
M'J"    37'  "W.,    and    discovered   several  large  rivers.     Fogs,  gales,  rain,  and  drift  ice  inter- 
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rupied  their  progress,  but  they  were  enabled  to  examine  close  on  IdO  miles  of  a  new  coast. 
Pr.  Richardson  meantime  traced  the  coast  eastward  from  the  Mackenzie  to  the  Copper- 
mine lliver,  afterwards  travelling  by  land  and  river  to  Fort  Franklin.  Thaidis  to  the 
excellent  arrangements  made,  his  party  endured  no  great  jirivations,  and  this  second 
series  of  journeys  to  the  Polar  Sea  formed  a  pleasant  sequel  to  the  lirst,  which  were 
marked  by  so  many  disasters. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

VOYACK   OF   Till-;    "  TKUHOK." 

Back's  ctfort  to  reach  Repulses  nay- Nine  Months  in  tlie  Ice  The  Tc/Tor  Nipjicd  and  Cnisliod— A  General  Disruption 
— Kxlreme  I'cril— Increase  of  Pressure— Providential  Delivery— A nollicr  Nip— How  of  the  Ship  sjili;  Preparations 
for  Kniergencics— The  Crew— An  early  break-up— Frozen  again- A  Tremendous  Hiihof  let— The  Day  of  Release. 

Captain  Back  was  in  ls;}0  appointed  to  the  command  of  uu  expedition  to  the  Arctic, 
partly  formed  for  purposes  of  survey.  He  was  instructed  to  proceed  to  Repulse  or 
AVager  Bay,  as  the  case  might  be ;  thence  he  was  to  take  a  party  acro.ss  the  inter- 
vening  land    to   the   eastern    shore   of    Prince   Regent's   Islet.      Among   other   explorations 
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he  was  to  oxamino  llu'  coast  lino  as  I'ar  as  the  I'niiit  Tiiriia<fain  of  Franklin.  It  is 
iinnct'ossaiy  to  m)  into  furtluT  details,  as  the  expedition,  f^eoiirajiliieally  considered,  was 
a  failure.  Hut  the  voyajj^o  is,  nevertlieless,  one  of  the  most  interest inij^  on  record,  and 
<^ives  us  a  vivid  picture,  or  series  of  pictures,  of  the  danj^ers  incurred  in  the  Arctic 
seas.  The  now  historical  'ffi-fur  was  the  vessel  employed,  and  the  I'xpedition  left  En;^land 
on  June  1 4tl;,  i!S."5(),  crossinj,'-  Davis'  Straits  six  weeks  later,  where  an  enormous  ice- 
berg,   "the    jierpendicular    face    of     which     was     not     less     than     3UU    feet     hiyh,"     was 
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sighted.  The  vessel  soon  became  entangled  in  the  iee-tloes,  and  this  was  only  the 
forerunner  of  their  subse<[uent  experiences.  For  nine  months  they  were  wedged  up  with 
massive  ice,  and  lour  months  of  this  time  were,  as  Back  expresses  it,  on  "an  icy 
cradle,"  lifted  out  of  the  water.  On  September  5th  there  was  a  calm,  and  the  whole 
of  the  officers  and  men  were  despatched  to  tlie  only  ojien  water  at  all  near,  where 
witli  axes,  ice-chisels,  hand-spikes,  and  lon<i'  poles,  they  began  the  laborious  process  of 
cutting  away  the  "sludge"  that  l)ound  the  broken  ice  together,  and  removing  them 
into  the  clear  space.  In  this  service  they  were  frequently  obliged  to  fasten  lines  to 
the  heavier  masses  and  haul  them  out,  Itut  though  slipping  and  tumbling  about,  "the 
light-hearted  fellows  pulled  in  unison  to  a  cheerful  song,  and  laughed  and  joked  with 
tlie    unreflecting    merriment    of    schoolboys.       Every    now   and    then    some    luckless    wight 
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l)ri)kc  tlu'(Hi<;'li  the  tliiii  ice  iiiid  i)liiiiy('(|  iij)  to  liis  neck  ;  aiiotlicr  riKlcavourin',''  to 
rcmovt'  a  iiiccc  ol'  ice  l»y  i)iisliiiiy  ii^aiiist  a  lar^^cr  mass,  would  act  liiinsi-H'  adrilt  with 
it,  and  every  siieh  adveiitiiiv  was  I'ollowed  In'  shouts  of  laiiyliter  and  voeit'erous  mirth." 
These  elTorts  at  releasing,''  the  shij)  were  only  j)ai'tially  succesHrul,  and  slie  was  hoou  again 
sniTuundod  by  the  lee.  On  the  morniny  ol'  Se])t ember  iiOth  a  fresh  breeze  wtirred  up 
tlie  masses.  "  Shortly  after  i>  a.m.  ii  iloe  pieee  split  in  two,  and  the  extreme  violence 
of  the  pressure  curled  and  crumbled  up  the  windward  ice  in  an  awful  nianner,  forcing  it 
against  the  beam  fully  eighteen  feet  higli.  The  ship  creaked  as  it  were  in  agony,  and 
strong  as  she  was  m\ist  have  been  stove  and  crushed  had  not  some  of  the  smaller 
masses  l)een  forced  under  her  bottom,  and  so  diminisluHl  the  strain  by  actually  lifting  her 
bow  nearly  two  feet  out  of  the  water.  In  this  perilous  crisis  steps  were  taken  to  have 
everything  in  readiness  for  hoisting  out  the  barge,  and,  without  creating  lumeeessary 
alarm,  the  oflicers  and  men  were  called  on  the  quarter-deck,  and  desired,  in  ease  of 
emergency,  to  be  active  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  at  the  respective'  stations 
then  notilied  to  them.  It  was  a  serious  moment  for  all,  as  the  pressure  still  continued, 
nor  could  we  expect   much,  if   any,   abatement   until   the   wind   changed. 

"At  noon  the  weather  and  our  prosjjccts  remaineil  the  same.  The  barometer  was 
falling,  and  the  temperature  was  20''  —  ,  with  unceasing  snow.  jMuch  ice  had  been  sunk 
under  her  ])ottom,  and  a  doubt  existed  whether  it  was  not  finding  its  way  beneath  the 
lee  Iloe  also;  for  the  u}»lifted  ruins,  within  fifty  j)aces  of  the  weather  beam,  were 
advancing  slowly  towards  us  like  an  immense  wave  fraught  with  destniction.  Resistance 
would  not,  could  not,  have  Iteen  effectual  Ijeyond  a  few  seconds ;  for  what  of  human 
construction  could  withstand  the  impact  of  an  icy  continent  driven  onward  by  a  furious 
storm?  In  the  meantime  symptoms  too  une(pii vocal  to  be  misunderstood  demonstrated 
the  intensity  of  the  i)ressure.  The  butt-ends  began  to  start,  and  the  copper  in  which 
the  galley  apparatus  was  fixed  became  creased,  sliding-doors  refused  to  shut,  and  leaks 
found  access  through  the  bolt-heads  and  bull's-eyes.  On  sounding  the  well,  too,  an 
increase  of  water  was  reported,  not  sufficient  to  excite  apjjrehension  in  itself,  but  such 
as  to  render  hourly  ])vunping  necessary.  Moved  by  these  indications,  and  to  riard 
against  the  worst,  I  ordered  the  i)rovisions  and  preserved  meats,  with  various  other 
necessaries^  to  be  got  u])  from  below  and  stowed  on  deck,  so  as  to  be  ready  at  a 
moment  to  be  thrown  upcm  the  large  floe  alongside.  To  add  to  oin-  anxiety  night 
dosed  prematurely,  when  suddenly,  from  some  unknown  cause,  in  which,  if  we  may 
so  deem  without  ])resumption,  the  finger  of  Providence  was  manifest,  the  floe  which 
threatened  instani  Jestruction  turned  so  as  in  a  degree  to  protect  us  against  an  increase 
of  pressure,  though  for  several  hours  after  the  same  creaking  and  grinding  sounds 
continued  to  annoy  our  ears.  The  barometer  and  the  other  instruments  fell  with  a 
regularity  unprecedented,  yet  the  gale  was  broken,  and  by  midnight  it  had  abated 
considcraldy. 

"Sept.  21st.  There  was  a  lateral  motion  in  some  pieces  of  the  surrounding  ice, 
and,  after  several  astounding  thumps  under  water  against  the  bottom,  the  ship,  which 
had  been  lifted  high  beyond  the  line  of  flotation,  and  thrown  somewhat  over  tc 
port,  sudden!}-   started   up   and   almost   righted.      Still,    however,    she   inclined    more   than 
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was  af,'rcoiiI)lo  to  port,  nor  was  it  until  one  mass  of  pondiTous  ilimonsions  hurst  liom 
its  iinprisouinent  hclow  that  she  alto<^cth('r  ro;,''aiiio(l  her  uprij^ht  jjusition.  On  ho- 
lioldiny  tlie  walls  ot'  ice  on  either  side  lu-tween  whieh  she  liad  hecn  nipped,  1  was 
astonished  at  the  tremendous  foree  sho  ha<l  stained."  Her  mould  was  stami)ed  as  per- 
fectly as  in  a  die.  Astonishment,  however,  soon  yielded  to  a  more  <;ratefid  feelinj,'-,  an 
admiration  of  the  jyenius  and  mechanical  skill  hy  which  the  'IVn-Dr  had  heen  so  ahly 
prei)ared  for  this  service.  There  were  n)any  old  (Jreenland  seamen  on  hoard,  and  they 
were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  no  ship  they  had  ever  seen  could  have  resisted  such 
a  pressure.  On  soundiufj  the  well  she  was  found  not  to  leak,  thou^'h  the  carpenters 
had   employment  enou^-h    in  eaulkin<^  the  seams    on   deck. 

They  had  now  heen  a  month  heset,  and  were  ahoiit  to  attempt  the  cuttin<^'  of  a  dock 
in  the  ice  round  the  ship,  when  there  was  a  general  commotion,  and  the  entire  hody  Iiy 
whieh  they  were  hampered  separated  into  sinyle  pieces,  tossinj^  into  heaps,  and  f^rindin;,' 
to  jHiwder  whatever  interrujjted  its  eoerse.  The  ship  hore  well  uj)  against  this  hnrly- 
])urly,  hut  the  situation  was  not  improved.  For  several  days  the  'l\'ii'iti-  was  in  a  helpless 
condition,  her  stern  raised  seven  and  a  half  feet  ahove  its  proper  position,  and  her  Ijows 
correspondin<4'ly  depressed,  hy  the  press>ire  of  luij^e  ice-masses.  Her  deck  was  in  con- 
sequence a  slippery  and  danfrerous  inclined  plane. 

On  Octoher  1st  the  vessel  "gradually  righted,  and  the  men  were  kept  employed 
in  huilding  snow-walls  round  the  shi]),  and  in  the  erection  of  an  ohservatory  on  the 
floe.  "Meantime,"  .says  Back,  "we  were  not  unohservant  of  the  hahits  and  dispositions 
of  the  crew,  hastily  gathered  together,  and  for  the  most  part  composed  of  people  who 
had  never  hefore  heen  out  of  a  collier.  Some  half  a  dozen,  indeed,  had  vervcd  in 
Greenland  vessels,  hut  the  laxity  which  is  there  permitted  rendered  them  little  hetter 
than  the  former.  A  few  men-of-wars-nien  who  were  also  on  board  were  worth  the 
whole  put  together.  The  want  of  discipline  and  of  attention  to  personal  comfort  was 
most  conspicuous;  and  though  the  wholesome  regulations  practised  in  Ilis  ATajesty's 
service  were  most  rigidly  attended  to  in  the  Terror,  yet  such  was  the  unsociahility, 
though  without  any  ill-will,  that  it  was  only  hy  a  steady  and  uudeviating  system 
])ursued  hy  the  first  lieutenant  that  they  were  brought  at  all  together  with  the  feeling 
of  messmates.  At  first,  though  niiminally  in  the  same  mess,  and  eating  at  the  same 
table,  many  of  them  would  secrete  their  allowance,  with  other  unmanly  and  unsailor- 
like  practices.  This  was  another  proof  added  to  the  many  I  had  already  witnessed,  how 
greatly  discipline  improves  the  mind  and  manners,  and  how  much  the  regular  service  men 
are  to  be  })referred  for  all  hazardous  or  difficult  enterprises.  Keci])rocity  of  kindnesses,  a 
generous  and  self-denying  disposition,  a  spirit  of  frankness,  a  hearty  and  above-board 
manner — these  are  the  true  characteristics  of  the  British  seaman,  and  the  want  of  tiiese 
is  seldom  comjiensated  by  other  qualities.  In  our  case — and  I  mention  this  merely  to 
show  the  difference  of  olden  and  modern  times — there  were  only  three  or  four  in  the  ship 
who  could  not  write.  All  read,  some  recited  whole  pages  of  poetry,  others  sang  French 
songs.  Yet,  with  all  this,  had  they  been  left  to  themselves  I  verily  believe  a  more  un- 
sociable, susjiicious,  and  uncomfortable  set  of  people  could  not  have  been  found.  Oh, 
if   the   two  are   incom2)atible,    give   me   the    old    Jack   Tar,    who  would    stand    out   fnr    his 
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ship,  iiixl  ^ivo  liis  life  I'ur  liis  iiicssiiuUi's."  iJiirk,  in  cnmindii  with  so  ninny  Arctic  coni- 
niiindcrs  lict'urc  and  since,  saw  thr  ncccssily  nl  dccnpyinH'  ""'I  iiinusiny;  his  men;  and  on 
tlic  ;2:2ii(l  ()ctoI)cr  a  <fi'ni'ial  nias(|U('rado  was  liold  on  hoard,  which  j;'avc  rise  to  much 
hilarity  and   I'lin.      Later,  theatrical  entertainments  were  orj^aniscd. 

.Sonic  ohscrvatioiis  \i\  IJack  on  the  yrathial  ;^;rowth  ot"  ice,  by  hiyors  forced  toyetlior 
uliovc  or  underneath,  will  explain  the  apparent  discrepaneies  in  Arctic  works,  where  one 
rcails  of  ice  of  so  many  dilVerenl  tiiicknesses  formed  in  the  same  winter.  It  is  prohahlo 
that  the  very  tliick  ice  found  in  many  parts  of  Hoes  is  formed  hy  an  accumulation  of 
such  layers,  cemented  loj^ethcr  in  l)i;;hls  or  liays,  sheltered  hy  projectinj^'  ca|ies  or 
headlands,  and  less  lialile  to  disturl)auee  from  currents  and  tides;  fur  they  had  ocular 
demonstration,  that  with  a  vei'v  low  temperature  and  calm  weather,  in  the  severest 
portion  of  the  winter,  no  addition  o!.'  Imlk  takes  place  from  the  surface  downwards 
when  jn'otcctcd,  as  their  Hoe  was,  hy  a  hard  eoatini;'  of  snow  and  drift.  The  douhliny 
and  packiiio'  of  ice  during'  "ales  of  wind  and  when  exposed  to  severe  pix-ssurc,  as  well 
as  the  growth  and  the  extensive  lieKls,  are  phenomena  which  the  attentive  observations  of 
modern  voyaj^jers  have  rendered  familiar;  and  hy  an  extension  of  the  above  remark, 
another  explanation  besides  the  action  of  the  waves  (for  the  mere  heat  of  the  sun  has 
little  inlhieiiee)  is  alforded  as  to  how  the  destruction  of  the  immense  lields  of  ice  is 
elfccted,  not,  indeed,  Iiy  pointing  out  the  agents  of  tlie  destruction,  but  by  showing' 
how  little  may  in  many  instances  be  added  in  suceessivit  winters  to  the  bulk  to  be 
destroyed.  The  fact  that  no  new  deposition  takes  place  underneath  seems  also  at  once 
to  account  for  the  decayed  and  wasting  appearance,  which  every  one  accustomed  to 
polar  navigation  must  have  noticeil  in  what  is  called  the  old  ice,  of  which  sailors 
will  sometimes  say — "  Ayo,  sir,  that  jiicce  is  older  than  I  am,  l»ut  it  cannot  last  above 
another  summer."  The  writer  well  remembers  il:"  idea  of  age,  in  another  form,  being 
associated  with  snow:  "That  there  snow,"'  said  one  of  the  sailors  to  him,  "is  three 
hundred  year  old,  if  it's  a  day.  AVhy,  don't  you  see  the  wrinkles  all  over  the  face  of  it?" 
I'iVery  one  has  noticed  the  wrinkles  and  ridges  in  snow,  Init  the  idea  of  associating  great 
age  with  them  was  original. 

The  winter  i)assed  slowly,  with  many  fabr  and  some  true  alarms  of  the  ice  being' 
in  motion.  On  Fclnniar}-  :i()th  they  were  in  imminent  peril.  For  three  hours  after 
midnight  the  ice  oiwned  and  shut,  threatening  to  crack  the  vessel  like  a  nutshell.  At 
'!■  a.m.  the  whole  of  the  ice  was  in  motion,  great  tissures  opening  on  every  side.  Back 
writes: — "After  8  a.m.  we  had  some  (piiet  ;  and  at  divisions  1  thought  it  necessary  to 
address  the  crew,  remin<ling  them,  as  Christians  and  British  seamen,  they  were  called 
upon  to  conduct  themselves  with  coolness  and  fortitude,  and  that  independently  of  the 
obligations  imi)osed  by  the  Articles  of  War,  every  one  ought  to  be  intlucnced  by  the 
still  higher  motive  of  a  conscientious  desire  to  perform  his  duty.  I  gave  them  to 
understand  that  I  expected  from  one  and  all,  in  the  event  of  any  disaster,  an  implicit 
obedience  t-;  and  energetic  execution  of  every  order  that  they  might  receive  from  the 
officers,  as  well  as  kind  and  comi)assionate  help  to  the  sick.  On  their  observance  of 
these  injunctions,  I  warned  them,  our  ultimate  safety  might  depend.  Some  fresh  articles 
of   warm    clothing   were   then  dealt  out  to   them;    and   as   the  moment  of   destruction  was 
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moved    hut    little,   thoiiyh    tlie   iiour   of    lull    moon   was  passeil ;  hut   at   noon    it    heo'an   to 

drift  islowl}'  to  the  nurlhwnrd.     Wo  were  now  Ironi  live  to  eioht  miles  of  the  nearest   land. 
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"Thouj^hlhad  seen  vast  hodies  of  ice  from  Si)itzl)eri,^eu  to  l.'jd"^  west  longitude  imder 
various  aspects,  some  beautiful,  and  all  more  or  less  awe-insiMring-,  I  had  never  witnessed, 
nor  even  iinag'ined,  anything'  so  fearfully  mag-nifieent  as  the  moving  towers  and  ramparts 
that  now  frowned  on  every  side.  Had  the  still  extensive  ])ieces  of  which  the  floe  was 
formed  si)lit  and  divided  like  those  further  off,  the  effi'ct  would  have  been  far  less  injurious  to 
the  ship;  but  though  cracked  and  rent,  the  jiarts,  from  some  inexplicable  cause,  closed  again 
for  a  time,  and  drove  with  accelerated  and  almost  irresistible  force  against  the  defenceless 
vessel.  In  the  forenoon  the  other  boats  were  hoisted  higher  up,  to  save  them  from  damage 
in  the  event  of  the  shi])  being  thrown  much  over  on  her  broadside.  For  three  hours  we 
remained  unmolested,  though  the  ice  outside  of  the  floe  was  moving  in  various  directions, 
some  pieces  almost  whirling  round,  and  of  course,  in  the  effort,  disturbing  others.  At 
108 


III 
ill 


mm 


2orJ 


TIIK   M'iA. 


5  p.m.,  liowcviT,  llic  piu'i'  Hear  tlic  sliip  liuviiijf  pri'vioiwly  opciioil  oiitiii;^h  to  allow  nl' 
ht'i'  r*>Hiiiniii;^r  a  iicnrly  upright  positimi,  rotliipscil  n^raiu  with  a  foirt'  tlmt  iiiiulu  uvcry  |)liink 
c'dinpiain  ;  and  I'lirtlu'r  picssiirr  l)L'iii^j  addi'il  at  (1  it'clock,  an  (Hiiiiiuim  iTai-kiiifir  was  lu'ard, 
that  only  ceased  on  lior  hciiij,'  lil'ti-d  liodiiy  up  iMgiitcon  inclu'w.  Tlio  sanio  unweh-onio 
visitation  was  repeated  an  liour  afterwards  in  eonsecpienee  of  the  closiiijr  df  a  nurrow  lane 
directly  astern.  The  iii^ht  was  very  tine,  l)iit  the  vapour  which  arose  from  the  many  eraiks  as 
well  as  from  tlie  sniall  open  space  alon;;side,  (piickly  liecomin>f  converted  into  small  spicuho 
of  snow,  rendered  the  cold  intoleral)ly  keen  to  those  whf)  faced  the  wind.  Tp  to  miilniyht 
we  were  not  much  anuoycd,  and  for  lour  lumrs  afterwards,  on  Fehruary  ^Ist,  all  was  (piict. 
Kvery  man  had  j,'one  to  rest  with  his  <lothos  on,  and  was  agreeahly  surprised  on  Iteiny;'  so 
loiif^  undisturlicd  liy  the  usual  admonitory  i^rindinj^.  However,  at  !•  a.m.  a  commotion 
was  heard,  which  appeared  to  lie  coiitiucd  to  the  anj^'lo  contained  l)etweon  west  and  north- 
west. On  lookinj^  round  at  dayhreak  it  was  found  that  the  ship  had  heen  released  hy 
the  retreatinjj  of  the  ice,  and  had  nearly  rijjhtedj  imt  at  .")  a.m.  she  rose  eighteen 
inches  as  hefore;  she  was  then  at  intervals  jerked  up  from  the  pressure  underneath,  with 
u  yroan  each  time  from  the  woodwork."  And  so  it  went  on  from  day  to  day,  JJack  and 
his  men  heing  ko|)t  incessantly  at  their  duties,  and  constantly  at  work  examining--,  and,  where 
it  was  j)ossil>lc,  strengthening  iho  ship,  'p  to  the  middle  of  iMarch  they  were,  however, 
still  safe,  hut  on  the  l')th  they  were  destined  to  witness  trials  of  a  more  awful  nature. 

"While  we  were  gliding-  (juickly  along  the  land,"  says  Hack — "which  I  may  here 
remark,  had  hecome  more  hroken  and  rocky,  though  without  ohtaining  an  altitude  of  more 
than  perhaps  one  or  two  hundred  feet — at  I .  lu  p.m.,  without  the  least  warning,  a  heavy 
rush  came  uj)on  the  shij),  and,  with  a  tremendous  jjressure  on  the  larluuird  quarter,  Iwro 
her  over  nj)on  the  heavy  mass  upon  her  starboard  <|uarter.  The  strain  was  severe  in  every 
part,  though  from  the  forecastle  she  appeared  to  he  moving  in  the  easiest  manner  towards 
the  land  ice.  Suddenly,  however,  a  loud  crack  was  heard  helow  the  mainmast,  as  if  the 
keel  were  hroken  or  carried  away;  and  simultaneously  the  outer  stern-]»ost  from  the  tea- 
feet  mark  was  sjilit  down  to  an  unknown  extent,  an<l  projected  to  the  larboard  side  u^jwards 
of  three  feet.  The  ship  was  thrown  up  by  the  stern  to  the  seven-and-a-half  feet  mark; 
and  that  damage  had  been  done  was  soon  placed  beyond  doubt  by  the  increase  of  leakage, 
which  now  amounted  to  three  feet  per  hour.  Extra  pumjjs  were  worked,  and  while  some 
of  the  carpenters  were  fixing  diagonal  shores  forward,  others  were  examining  the  ork)ps 
and  other  jjarts.  It  was  reported  to  me  by  the  first  lieutenant,  master,  and  cari)enter,  that 
nothing  could  be  detected  inside,  though  apprehensions  were  entertained  by  the  two  former 
that  some  serious  injury  had  been  intlieted.  In  spite  of  the  commotion  the  different  pieces 
of  our  tloe  still  remained  iirm  ;  but  being  unable  to  foresee  what  might  take  place  in  the 
night,  I  ordered  the  cutters  and  two  whale-boats  to  ])e  lowered  down,  .and  haided  with  their 
stores  to  ])laces  considered  more  secure;  this  was  ai'cordingly  done,  though  not  nnder  two 
hours  and  a  half,  even  with  the  advantage  of  daylight.  The  ship  was  still  setting  fast  along 
shore,  and  much  too  close  to  the  fixed  ice;  but  it  was  not  till  past  S  p.m.  that  any 
sus])icious  movement  was  noticed  near  us;  then,  however,  a  continually  increasing  rush 
was  heard,  which  at  Kt.l.')  y.m.  came  on  with  a  heavy  roar  towards  the  larboard  quarter, 
upturning  in  its  ])rogress  and  rolling  onward  with  it  an  immense  wall  of  ice.     This  advanced 
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mt  fiiMt  tliiit  tlioiigli  all  IuiiiiIh  woiv  inuni-diutflv  callc  I  tlic\  lia<l  liardv  time,  witli  t)ic  y^r.-ati'Mt 
oxoitiiiii,  tn  t'\trit'uto  throe  nF  tlu'  liontu,  ouo  of  tluMii,  in  lint,  lu-inn'  lici-tti-il  ii|i  when  only 
u  t't'W  t'l'i't  riMin  tlic  crest  ol  the  solid  wavi-,  \\iii«'h  liolil  a  Htoadv  roiirni-  tliivrtly  for  tlio 
<|iiartfr,  almost  uVL>rto|)|iiii^;  it,  uiiil  coiititiiiiiio;  to  I'luvatu  itKi>U  until  alioiit  tuviitv-livo 
feet  lii^'ii.  A  pioro  had  JiimI  reached  tho  rudder  stiiiio-  athwart  the  steni,  and  at  the  moment 
when,  to  all  a|i|>eanuices,  iiolh  that  and  a  portion  al  least  oi'  tiu!  IrameworU  wore  (>Npi'cle(l 
to  lie  Htaved  in  and  hnricd  heneatli  the  rninn,  the  motion  ceased  ;  at  the  oame  time  the 
crest  ol'  the  nearest  part  of  the  \\a\c  to|(|iled  over,  leaving  a  dci'p  wall  e\teiidino'  IVoni 
tlieni'('  heyoiul  tlio  (luartor.  The  eil'ert  of  the  whole  was  a  leak  in  the  extreme  rnn,  oo/.inn;, 
ns  far  as  coidd  hu  uscertaine(|,  from  somewhere  ahout  the  sternpost.  It  ran  in  aloiiy;  the 
linino'  liUe  a  rill  for  ahont  half  an  hour,  when  it  stopped,  prohahly  dosed  hy  a  counter 
pressure.     Tiie  other  leaks  could   he  kept   under  Ity   the  incessant    use  of  one  pump. 

"Our  intervals  of  repose  were  nuw  very  Khort,  for  at  1:2. ."jO  a.m.,  March  liith, 
another  rush  drove  irresistihly  on  the  larboard  (piarter  and  stern,  and,  forciii)?  the  shi]) 
nheiid,  raised  her  upon  the  ice,  A  chaotic  ruin  followed  ;  our  poor  and  cherished 
courtyard,  its  walls  and  arched  doors,  j;\dlery,  and  wi-ll-trodilen  paths,  were  rent,  and 
in  somi'  parts  plon^^hed  up  like  dust.  The  ship  was  careened  fully  four  streaks,  and 
sprang  a  leak  as  hefore.  Scarcely  were  ten  minutes  left  ns  for  the  expression  of  onr 
nstonishmont  tlint  anything;  of  hunuin  huild  could  outlive  such  assaults,  when,  at  I  a.m., 
another  e(pially  violent  rush  succeeded;  and,  in  its  way  towards  tlu'  starhoard  ((uarter, 
threw  up  a  rolliiio-  wave  thirty  feet  hio'h,  crowned  by  a  blue  sipiare  mass  of  many 
tons,  resembling  the  entire  side  of  a  house,  which,  after  hanj;ino'  for  some  time  in 
(loulitfnl  poise  on  the  ridj^e,  at  length  fell  with  a  crash  into  the  hollow,  in  which,  an 
in  a  cavern,  the  after-part  of  the  ship  seemed  imbedde<I.  It  was  indeed  an  awful 
crisis,  rendered  more  friirhtful  from  the  mistiness  of  the  nii>ht  and  dinmess  of  the 
moon.  The  poor  shi])  cracked  and  trembled  violently;  and  no  one  could  say  that  the 
next  mimite  wouM  not  bo  her  last,  and,  indeed,  his  own  too,  for  with  her  our  means 
of  safety  would  probably  perish.  The  leak  continued,  and  again  (most  likely  as  before, 
from  counter  pressure)  the  principal  one  closed  up.  When  all  this  was  over,  and  there 
seemed  to  be  a  chance  of  a  respite,  I  ordered  a  double  allowance  of  jireserved  nieat, 
&c.,  to  be  issued  to  the  crew,  whose  long  exposure  to  the  cold  rendered  .some  extra 
stimulant  necessary.  Until  l<  a.m.  the  rushes  still  kept  coming  from  different  direc- 
tions, but  fortunately  with  diminished  force.  From  that  hour  to  H  a.m.  everything 
was  still,  and  the  ice  cpiite  stationary,  somewhat  to  the  westward  of  the  singular 
point,  terminating  as  it  were  in  a  knob,  which  was  the  farthest  eastern  extreme  yes- 
terday. We  certainly  were  not  more  than  three  miles  from  the  barren  and  irregular 
land  abeam,  which  received  the  name  of  Point  Terror.  To  this  was  attached  a  rugged 
shelf  of  what  for  the  time  might  be  called  shore  ice,  having  at  its  seaward  face  u 
mural  ridge  rf  unequal,  though  in  many  parts  imposing,  height,  certainly  not  les.s 
than    from    fifty   to   sixty   feet." 

At  hist  the  long-delayed  day  of  release  drew  nigh.  The  ship  had  now  been  three- 
fourths  of  a  year  enclosed  in  the  ice,  with  which  it  had  drifted  several  hundred  miles, 
when,    on    July    lltb,    "the    crew    had.   resumed    their    customary   labour,   and,   as   they 
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drew  nearer  to  the  stern-post,  various  noises  and  crackings  beneath  them  plainly  hinted 
that  something'  more  than  usual  was  in  progress.  After  breakfast  I  visited  them  and 
the  other  parties  as  previously  stated.  Scarcely  had  I  taken  a  few  turns  on  deck  and 
descended  to  my  cabin  when  a  loud  rumbling  notitied  that  the  ship  had  broken  her 
icy  bonds,  and  was  sliding  genly  down  into  her  own  element.  I  ran  instantly  on 
deck,  and  joined  in  the  cheers  of  the  dHicers  and  men,  who,  dispersed  on  different 
pieces  of  ice,  took  this  signilicant  method  of  expressing  their  feelings.  It  was  a  sight 
not  to  be  forgotten.  Standing  on  the  taffrail,  1  saw  the  dark  bubbling  water  below, 
and  enormous  masses  of  ice  gently  vibrating  and  springing  to  the  surface;  the  Hrst 
lieutenant  was  just  climbing  over  the  stern,  while  otbcr  groups  were  standing  ajiart, 
separated  by  this  new  gulf ;  and  the  spars,  together  with  working  implements,  were 
resting  half  in  the  water,  half  on  the  ice,  whilst  tlie  saw,  the  instrument  whereby 
this  sudden  effect  had  been  produced,  was  bent  double,  and  in  that  position  forcibly 
detained  by  the  body  it  had  severed."  Having  cut  to  within  four  feet  of  the  stern- 
])ost,  tlie  crew  had  ceased  work  for  a  few  moments,  when  the  disruption  took  place, 
barely  giving  them  time  to  clamber  up  as  they  could  for  safety.  Shortly  aftiTwards 
a  very  curious  incident  uccurroil.  Tlic  Trrrcr  was  almost  capsized  by  a  small  sul)- 
merged  berg  which  had  bci-'u  released  by  the  breaking  uj)  of  the  lloe.  On  July  11th 
the  ship  righted  ;  and  from  that  time  to  their  arrival  in  England,  after  they  had 
managed  to  patch  up,  caulk,  and  render  her  seaworthy,  little  of  special  interest 
occurred.      It    is   (juestionable    whether    any    vessel     has     ever    gone    through    more    of    the 
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special    perils    which    i)eset     ice    navigation    than     did     the     /( 
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but    although    terribl)' 


shattered,   we  shall  meet  her  again  staunchly  braving  the  dangers  of  the  Arctic. 
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CHAPTER     XXII, 

Fka.nki.in's    Last    ^'()VA^.E. 
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Sir  John  Franklin  and  tiis  Career— His  Last  Kxpcilition -Takes  tlie  e'oinniand  as  his  Birthright— The  last  seen  of  his 
Ships -Alarm  at  their  lonK  absence -The  Seareh-A  few  faint  traces  discovered  by  I'arry-A  Fleet  beset  in  the 
Ice-Kttbrts  made  to  communicate  with  Franklin  Kockcis  and  IJalloons -MClure's  Exiudition— Discovery  of  the 
North-Wcst  Passage— Strange  Ari'ival  of  lieutenant  I'im  over  the  Ice— The  Invest igaior  abandoned— Crew  Saved 
—Reward  of  £10,000  to  M'Clure  and  his  Ship's  Company. 

The  name  of  Sir  John  Franklin,  whose  sad  destiny  it  was  to  perish  at  the  moment  of 
triumph,  stands  pre-eminent  as  one  of  the  brightest  ornaments  in  oar  long  list  of  naval 
heroes.  Peculiarly  adapted  by  the  bent  of  his  mind  to  the  profession  he  had  adopted,  he 
brought  to  his  aid  the  love  of  adventure,  a  perfect  knowledge  of  seamanship,  and  a 
zeal  for  geographical  discovery,  combined  with  an  integrity  of  purpose  and  a  hardy  in- 
trepidity, that,  even  in  the  service  he  so  highly  adorned,  have  never  been  surpassed.  Trieci 
alike  in  peace  and  war,  and  illustrious  in  both,  this  noble  knight-errant  of  the  northern 
seas,  irresistible  as  one   of   those    icebergs   that   tried   to  bar  his    way,    was  always    ready 
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to  do  his  duty  for  his  native  land.  Whctlier  .>n  the  quarter-deck,  in  the  midst  of  the 
enemy's  liottest  tire,  or  darin^^  the  dan-ers  of  the  frozen  ocean,  among  ice  and  snow, 
blinded  by  dense  fogs  and  endless  nights,  without  guides  ..r  sea  room,  he  always  sliowed 
the  same  fearless  spirit,  unwearied  i)erseverance,  and  love  for  the  welfare  of  his  country 
which  caused  him  to  succeed  in  the  end,  although  that  success  was  so  dearly  bought. 

The   purest   heroism  of    England    has    been    found  in  that  land  of  desolation  wliich   a 
wealth   of  valour   has   consecrated,    and   the   hearts  of    the   tars  who   fought  under  Nelson 
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were  not  more  brave  than  those  who  sailed  to  meet  their  fate  under  "good  Sir  John." 
Setting  little  value  on  liis  own  personal  comfort,  but  never  neglecting  tlie  well-being  of 
his  crew,  he  made  himself  beloved  and  respectetl  by  all,  and  when  he  passed  away  to  "  the 
undiscovered  country,  from  whose  bonrn  no  traveller  returns,^'  he  left  lehind  him  the  memory 
of  his  brave  deeds  as  an  examjjle  to  the  youth  of  his  fatherland.  The  most  triumi)hant 
death  is  that  of  a  martyr;  the  most  glorious  martyr  is  he  who  dies  for  his  fellow-men. 
Successful  in  death,  Franklin  and  his  brave  followers  reached  the  goal,  and  perished.  Well 
may  the  inscription  on  their  monument  say,  "They  forged  the  last  link  with  their  lives."* 

*  It  is  not  dt'sinililc  licrc  t(5  ontor  into  the  detailed  eonsidiTation  of  who  first  disoovoriil  the  Xuitli-west  l'aBSji(^c. 
When  Franlilin  sailed  iu  1845  there  was  but  a  comparatively  small  gap  between  Pan-y's  furthest  western  point  (Mel' 
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Sir  John  I'lnnkliii,  :i  iiativo  of  Spilsliy,  iu  l^iiiicolnshirc,  wiis  dostinod  for  the  Cliurcli  by  liis 
fatiier,  who  purchasoil  an  advuwson  lur  liim.  While  at  tlio  Louth  (irainmar  School,  duriiiy  a 
holiday  walk,  ho  lirsl  saw  tho  sea.  This  was  the  turiiing-iwiiit  of  his;  life,  and  he  determined 
liciieeforlh  to  be  a  sailor.  In  the  hope  of  disgusting'  him  his  lather  sent  him  on  a  trial 
voyage  in  a  morehantman  to  Lisbon,  but  this  trip  only  ondrmed  his  decision,  and  he  joined 
the  Poll/ jih  flit  IIS,  in  the  year  l>i()U,  the  vessel  which,  under  Captain  Lawford,  led  the  line 
in  the  glorious  Iiattlo  of  Copenhagen.  Two  months  after  this  engagcnient  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  hirr-sliijiiloi-,  commantled  by  his  relative,  Cai)tain  Flinders,  and  set  out  on 
his  (irst  voyage  of  discovery  to  Australia,  where  he  obtained  a  correctness  in  astronomical 
observations  antl  a  skill  in  surveying  that  became  of  the  greatest  service  to  him  in  his 
future  career.  l{eturning  home  iu  the  Purjini.sc,  he  was  wrecked  on  a  coral  reef,  and, 
with  ninct^'-four  persons,  remained  on  a  narrow  bank  of  sand  oidy  four  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  water  for  lifty  days,  until  Captain  Flinders,  who  made  the  voyage  of  250 
leagues  to  Port  Jackson  in  an  open  boat,  returned  to  their  rescue.  On  reaching  England 
Franklin  joined  the  Bel/i'rojj/nin ,  and  performed  the  duties  of  signal-midshipman  with  the 
greatest  coolness,  in  the  memorable  battle  of  'J'rafalgar,  where  all  his  companions  on 
the  poop  were,  with  exception  of  four  or  live,  killed  or  wounded.  In  his  next  ship, 
the  Beilfonl,  he  attained  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  served  in  the  blockade  of  Flushing, 
and  was  wounded  in  the  disastrous  attack  on  New  Orleans.  Sh(jrtly  afterwards  he  entered 
on  that  career  in  the  Arctic  regions  with  which  his  name  is  so  intimately  identified,  and 
which  has  been  recorded.     "We  now  come  to  the  last  sad   closing  scene  of  that  grand  life. 

In  1 815  a  new  expedition  was  organised  by  the  Admiralty  to  make  one  more  attempt 
at  the  North-west  Passage.  For  more  than  a  year  previously  many  of  the  leading 
scicntilic  men  and  old  Arctic  explorers  had  been  urging  it  upon  the  attention  of  the 
Government,  and  many  were  the  volunteers  who  desired  to  join  it.  The  late  Admiral 
Sherard  Osborn,  Franklin's  biogra[)her,  tells  us  that  it  was  at  one  time  intended  that 
Fitzjames,  whose  genius  and  energy  marked  him  for  no  common  officer,  should  have  the 
command;  imt  just  about  this  time  Sir  John  Franklin  was  heard  to  say  that  he 
considered  it  his  birthright,  as  the  senior  Arctic  explorer  in  England.  He  had  then  only 
recently  returned  from  Tasmania,  where  he  had  been  acting  as  Lieutenant-Governor,  and 
where  he  had  held  an  unthankful  post,  owing  to  some  unmerited  and  disagreeable  treat- 
ment from  the  then  Secretary  for  the  Colonies.  "  Direct!}'  it  was  known,"  says  Osborn, 
"  that  he  would  go  if  asked,  the  Admiralty  were,  of  course,  only  too  glad  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  experience  of  such  a  man ;  but  Lord  Haddington,  with  that  kindness 
which  ever  distinguished  him,  suggested  that  Fraidvlin  might  well  rest  at  home  on  his 
laurels.  '  I  might  find  a  good  excuse  for  not  letting  you  go,  Sir  John/  said  the  peer, 
'in  the  telling  record  which  informs  me  that  you  are  sixty  years  of  age.'  'No,  no, 
my   lord,'  was  Franklin's   rejoinder,    '  I    am   only   fifty-nine.'     Before   such    earnestness   all 

villi'  Island)  .ind  Back's  Groat  Fish  Rivrr,  iincxplorcd,  and  Franklin  did  iindoiil)t(>dly  comploto  this  missing 
link.  Jl'C'luro,  an  wo  shall  aftorwards  sec,  made  the  i>as.sago  .siu'CissfiiUy  and  indcpondontly,  and  hin  discoveries  wore 
pidilished  long  heforo  the  world  knew  anything'  of  Franklin's  fate  or  the  extent  of  his  last  voyage.  The  late  Sir 
Ifoderiek  IMurrhison  eonsidcred  Franklin  "  the  first  real  discoverer  of  the  North-west  Passage,"  and  the  inseriptioa 
on  his  monument  bears  witness  to  the  same  effect. 
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scruples  ceaset  The  offer  was  officially  made,  and  accepted.  To  Sir  Julm  Friinkiiii  was 
conlided  the  Arctic  expedition,  consistinj^  of  II.JI.S.  Ki'r/jiis,  in  which  he  hoisted  his 
pennant,  and  II. M.S.  Terror,  commanded  by  Captain  Crozier,  who  had  recently  accom- 
panied   Sir  .lames    Ross    in  his  wonderful  voyajj^e  to  the  antarctic  seas.'' 

The  two  vessels  were  coinj)letely  overhauled  and  much  strcngtliencd,  auxiliary  screws, 
en<^incs,  and  fuel  provided,  and  they  were  provisioned  lor  three  years.  The  vcss.'ls  left  (ireen- 
hithe  on  May  IDth,  and  by  the  third  week  of  Jidy  reached  a  point  near  Disco,  (ireeidand, 
where  a  transport  wliicli  lial  aeompanied  them  took  on  board  the  last  letters  of  officers 
and  crews  for  home.  They  were  seen  on  July  ;i()th  by  a  whaler,  and  were  at  that 
date  moored  to  an  iceberg,  waitinjj-  for  a  favourable  opportunity  to  enter  the  ice  of 
Baffin's  Bay.  From  that  day  to  the  present  no  one  of  that  gallant  band  has  over  been 
seen  alive  except  by  the  wandering  ICsijiiimaux,  and  not  till  IS.jl.  was  anything  certain 
gleaned  concerning  their  fate.  Even  the  meagre  outlines  then  obtained  were  not  filled  in 
till  1S5!),  when  M'Clintock  made  his  memorable  discoveries,  and  brought  to  light  one  of 
the  saddest  of  modern  tragedies. 

Subsecjiient  researches  enable  us  to  state  that  their  first  winter  was  passed  near 
Beechey  Island,  where  they  lost  three  men.  They  had  reached  it  by  sailing  through  a 
channel  discovered  between  Cornwallis  anil  Bathurst  Islands,  and  thence  by  Barrow's 
Straits.  For  a  year  and  a  half  after  the  expedition  had  left  no  anxiety  iibout  it  was  felt ; 
but  after  a  council  of  naval  officers  had  Iteen  called  by  the  Admiralty,  it  was  decided 
that  should  no  news  arrive  that  summer,  preparations  should  lie  made  for  its  relief. 
This  was  done.  Light  boats  and  supplies  were  forwarded  to  Hudson's  Hay,  and  in  IS  IS, 
when  the  i)ublic  alarm  became  general,  several  expeditions  were  sent  out.  Later,  as  we 
all  know,  the  Government  fitted  out  a  whole  series  of  vessels;  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany sent  forth  several  land  i)arties;  Lady  Fi'anklin  spent  the  larger  ])art  of  her  priv;ite 
fortune,  and  America  came  bravely  to  the  rescue.  No  less  than  thirty-tv.'o  vessels  were 
sent  oui  on  the  search  by  England  up  to  Is.'j',),  and  three  by  the  l/nited  States,  while 
there  were  iiwa  land  expeditions  provided  in  large  part  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 
We  must  necessarily  only  speak  of  the  more  interesting  of  these  gallant  attempts. 
Strangely  enough,  as  we  shall  .«ee,  almost  the  only  information  of  value  concerning  the 
fate  of  Franklin  and  his  brave  band  was  obtained  by  i)rivate  enterprise,  in  spite  of  the 
gallant  efforts  of  so  many  in  the  royal  navy. 

One  of  the  very  first  attemjits  made  to  communicate  with  the  missing  party  was  sent 
in  ISIS,  rid  Behring  Straits.  Captain  Kellctt,  of  II.:M.S.  llrruhl,  and  Captain  Moore, 
II. M.S.  Flucer,  added  much  to  our  knowledge  of  the  northern  coasts  of  Siberia  and 
north-western  America;  and  Lieutenant  Pullei.,  of  the  lh'r,ilil,  made  an  adventurous 
boat  journey  from  Behring  Straits  to  the  mouth  of  the  ^NLickenzie.  But  not  the  merest 
spark  of  information  was  obtained  concerning  Franklin. 

Some  few  traces  were  discovered  by  Captain  Penny  in  1S.")0,  at  a  jieriod  when  the  fears 
of  all  were  at  their  culminating  jioint.  In  tliis  and  the  following  year  several  vessels  were 
sent  out  by  Government,  among  them  11.^1. S.  AVw//^A',  Ca])tain  Austin ;  H.M.S.  Jv-v/vA/z/rv, 
Captain  Ommaney  ;  /"-(^r///  /''/v/ ///////,  W.  Penny,  master ;  .S'fV///<V/,  A.  Stewart,  master;  H.]\I.S. 
Plunccr,  Lieut.  Osborn ;    also,  at   the  expense   of   the    Hudson's   Bay  Company,  the   yacht 
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]''<■//./■,  lU'iir-Adiiiinil  Sir  Jolm  Ross,  Tlie  wliolo  ol'  these  entered  the  Arctic  re<ri(»ns  from 
tiie  Atliuitic  siih',  iiiul  either  met  at  viirioiis  times  or  were  in  eum|iany.  Oshorii  has 
recorded  many  facts  and  incidents  eonceriiini''  them,  from  which  we  shall  only  cull  a  few 
oi'   the  mori'  interest in;^'. 

J)oscrii)ini;'  tiie  feat  of  euttin<;'  docks  in  the  ice,  tn  jtartinlly  avoid  the  jjressuro  of  the 
floes  when  they  come  orashini;'  together,  he  says: — "Smart  thing's  arc  done  in  the  navy, 
hut    I   do  not  think   anythin;^'   could   excel   the   alacrity  with   which   the  lloe  was  suddenly 


Ct'TTINC,    ICE    DOCKS. 


peopled  by  about  '-iW  men  (crews  of  whalers  chielly),  triangles  rig'o-ed,  and  the  long  saws, 
called  ice-saws,  manned. 

"A  hundred  songs  from  lioarse  throats  resounded  through  the  gale,  the  sharp  ehijiping 
of  the  saws  told  that  the  work  was  Hying,  and  the  laugh  and  l>road  witticisms  of  tlie 
crews  mingled  with  the  words  of  command  and  encouragement  to  exertion  given  b\'  tlio 
officers. 

"The  ])eniMl  of  a  "Wilkie  could  hardly  convey  the  characteristics  of  such  a  scene,  and 
it  is  far  beyond  my  humble  pen  to  tell  of  the  stirring  animation  exhibited  by  twenty  ships' 
companies,  who  knew  that  on  their  own  exertions  depended  the  safety  of  their  vessels  and 
the  success  of  their  voyage.  The  ice  was  of  an  average  thickness  of  three  feet,  and  U>  cut 
this,  saws  of  ten  feet  long  were  used,  the  length  of  stroke  being  about  as  far  as  the  men 
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directing  the  saw  could  reach  up  and  down.  A  little  powder  was  used  to  break  up  tha 
piwes  thi)t  were  cut,  so  as  to  get  them  easily  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  dock — an  t)i)oraLion 
which  the  otticers  of  our  vessels  performed  while  the  men  cut  away  with  the  saws.  In  a 
very  short  time  all  the  vessels  were  iu  safety,  the  pressure  of  the  pack  expending  itself  on 
a  chain  of  bergs  some  ten  miles  north  of  our  present  position.  The  unequal  contest  between 
Hoe  and  iceberg  exhibited  itself  there  in  a  fearful  manner ;  for  the  former,  pressing  onward 
against  the  huge  grounded  masses,  were  torn  into  shreds,  and  thrown  back  piecemeal, 
liiyer  on  layer  of  many  feet  iu  elevation,  as  if  more  shreds  of  some  flimsy  material,  instead 
of  solid,  hard  ice,  every  cubic  yard  of  which  weighed  nearly  a  ton." 

They  were  not  always  so  fortunate.  A  little  later  they  were  again  beset,  and  escape 
seemed  hopeless.  The  commander,  called  from  his  berth  to  deck,  found  the  vessel  thrown 
considerably  over  by  the  pressure  of  the  ice  on  one  side,  while  every  timber  was  straining, 
cracking,  and  groaning.  "  On  reaching  the  deck,"  says  Osborn,  "  I  saw,  indeed,  that  the 
poor  Piuiti't'f  was  in  sad  peril :  the  deck  was  arching  with  the  pressure  on  her  sides,  the 
scupper  pieces  were  turned  up  out  of  the  mortices,  and  a  quiver  of  agony  wrung  my  craft's 
frame  from  stem  to  taffrail,  whilst  the  floe,  as  if  impatient  to  overwhelm  its  victim,  had 
2)iied  up  as  high  as  the  bulwark  in  many  places.  The  men  who,  whaler  fashion,  had  without 
orders  brought  their  clothes  on  deck,  ready  to  save  their  little  property,  stood  in  knots 
waiting  for  directions  from  their  otticers,  who,  with  anxious  eyes,  watched  the  floe-edge 
as  it  ground  ]iast  the  side  to  see  whethm'  the  strain  was  easing.  Suddenly  it  did  so,  and 
we  wre  safe.  But  a  deep  dent  in  the  Pioneer's  side,  extending  for  some  forty  feet,  and 
the  fact,  as  wo  afterwards  Ip.^v  od,  of  twenty-one  timbers  bemg  broken  on  one  side,  proved 
that  the  trial  had  been  a  severe  one." 

After  overtaking  Captain  Penny,  Osoorn  learned  of  the  former's  discoveries  on  Beechey 
Island,  tlie  first  wintering  place  of  Sir  John  Franklin,  and  on  August  iJOth  paid  a  visit 
to  the  sjiot.  "It  needed  not,"  sa^'s  he,  "a  dark  wintry  sky  or  a  gloomy  day  to  throw 
a  sombre  shade  around  my  feelings  as  I  landed  on  Beechey  Island  and  looked  down  upon 
the  bay  on  whose  bosom  had  ridden  Her  Majesty's  ships  Erebus  and  Terror.  There  was  a 
sickening  anxiety  of  the  heart  as  one  involuntarily  clutched  at  every  relic  which  they  of 
Franklin's  squadron  had  left  behind,  in  the  vain  hope  that  some  clue  as  to  the  route  they 
had  taken  hence  might  be  found."  The  hope  was  vain  :  no  document  of  any  kind  was 
discovered,  although  a  carefully  constructed  cairn,  formed  of  meat-tins  filled  with  gravel, 
was  fpunii  and  carefully  searched.  There  was  the  embankment  of  a  house,  with  a  carpentei"'s 
and  armourer's  workshops,  coal-bags,  tubs,  pieces  of  old  clothing,  rope,  cinders,  chips,  &c. ; 
the  remnants  of  a  garden,  probably  made  in  joke,  but  with  neat  borders  of  moss  and  lichens, 
and  even  popj)ies  and  anemones  transplanted  from  some  more  genial  part  of  the  island. 
The  graves  of  three  of  the  crews  of  the  Erebus  and  Terror,  bearing  the  dates  of  1845  and 
ISIU,  proved  conclusively  that  the  expedition  had  wintered  there. 

Osborn's  description  of  an  Arctic  dinner  is  interesting.  " '  The  ])emmican  is  all  ready, 
sii','  reports  our  Soyer.  In  troth,  appetite  need  wait  on  one,  for  the  greasy  compound 
would  ])all  on  moderate  taste  or  hunger.  Tradition  said  that  it  was  composed  of  the  best 
rump-steaks  and  suet,  and  cost  Is.  Gd.  per  pound.  To  our  then  untutored  tastes  it  seemed 
composed  of  broken-down  horses  and  Ilussian  tallow.     If  not  sweet  iu  savour^  it  was  strong 
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in  nourislinient,  and  affer  six  tahle-sponnfuls  we  cried,  MIold!  enouyli ! '  But  there  ciiiiie 
a  day  when  we  sat  imn^ry  and  lean,  lonyiny  lor  this  eoarse  nie^s,  and  eatinLj-  a  ]ionnd  ot  it 
with  avidity,  and  dechirinif  it  to  be  delicious!"  Froy.en  enld  pork  was  found  delicious  with 
biscuit  and  a  steaminj^-  cup  of  tea. 

Duriny  the  long  winter,  fancying'  i(  possible  they  were  iu  the  neighbourhood  of 
Franklin's  party,  rockets  were  lired  and  small  bidloons  sent  oil'.  The  latter  carried  slow 
matches  five  feet  long,  which,  as  they  burned,  let  loose  pieces  of  culoured  paper,  on  which 
were  printed  their  jMsition  and  other  information.  A  carrier  pigeon,  despiitched  on  one 
occasion  by  Sir  John  Ross  from  his  quarters  in  the  Arctic  in  1S50,  reached  its  old  home 
in  Ayr,  Scotland,  in  five  days,  having  flown  ."5, ODD  miles!  Numerous  sledging  parties 
were  despatched  from  the  various  shij)*  al)ove-named,  but  without  obtaining  any  further 
informatiiin  regarding  Franklin. 

M'Clure's  expedition  has  been  generaFy  regarded  only  in  connection  with  the  tlis- 
covery  of  the  North-west  Passage,  but  he  also  engaged  in  the  search  for  Franklin. 
With  him  was  associateil  Captain  Collinson,  and  both  were  ordered  to  proceed  rJd 
l?ehring  Straits  to  the  Arctic.  The  Eiiti'rjiri.st',  commandi'd  by  the  latter,  proceeded  a 
little  in  advance  of  the  Invcsl'iiiafof,  commanded  by  ^M'Clure,  which  left  Plymouth  on 
January  :20th,  1850.  Late  in  July  the  xVrctie  Circle  was  crossed,  and  shortly  afterwards, 
at  different  dates,  the  I'lori'r  and  Jlera/il  were  met.  Captain  Kellett,  of  the  latter, 
reported  the  discovery  of  the  new  land  north  of  Behring  Straits  since  always  asso- 
ciated with  his  name.  It  was  covered  with  loify  and  broken  ])eaks,  and  Kellett  thought 
it  to  Ije  the  same  as  described  by  ^VrangelI,  the  Russian  ex}ilorer,  on  the  authority 
of  natives.  Some  doubt  has  at  times  been  thro»"n  on  this  discovery,  but  it  has  been 
since  sighted  by  an  American  whaler. 

On  August  21st  the  Inrmliijalor  reached  the  Pelly  Islands,  and  crossed  the  mouth 
of  Ll;o  great  Mackenzie  River.  Little  did  ]\I'Clure  think  that  the  day  after,  Lieuct'iuuit 
Pullen,  H.M.S.  llcmlil,  with  a  boat's  crew,  was  returning  from  a  visit  to  Cape  Bathurst, 
and  must  have  passed  at  a  distance  of  a  few  miles,  a  convincing  proof  of  the  casinos 
of  missing  one  another  in  the  Arctic  seas.  Shortly  afterwards  they  met  a  numlicr  of 
natives,  and  held  some  communication  with  them.  Osljorn  says  that  "  when  asked  why 
they  did  not  trade  with  the  white  men  np  the  big  river  [}.e.,  the  ^Mackenzie),  the 
reply  was  they  had  given  the  Indians  a  water  which  had  killed  a  great  many  of  them, 
and  had  made  others  foolish,  and  they  did  not  want  any  of  it  ! "  This  statement  is 
rather  doubtful,  as  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  does  not,  as  the  writer  well  knows, 
trade  in  spirits,  at  least  in  those  remote  districts;  and  further,  if  they  did,  it  would  be 
a  very  unusual  circumstance  for  natives  to  decline  it,  as  the  whalers  and  traders  on  the 
coast  know  full  well. 

"On  September  17th  the  Investigafor  had  I'eached  her  farthest  eastward  position 
in  long.  117'^  10';  and  a  couple  of  days  afterwards,  it  was  decided,  instead  of  returning 
to  seek  a  harbour,  to  winter  in  the  jiack  ice.  It  was  a  dangerous,  though  a  daring 
experiment,  but  the  fact  that  it  might  facilitate  expeditions  for  the  relief  of  Franklin 
seems  to  have  been  uppermost  in  the  commander's  mind.  The  ice  was  not  yet  strong 
enough   to   remain    trampiil,   and    M'Clure    had    provisions    and    fuel    on    deck,   and    boats 
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rciuly,  in  (msc  of  tho  vessel  Itcing  eriislieil.  On  Septeinlier  ,i7tli  ;i  cliangc  of  wind  set 
the  ice  in  motion,  and  drove  tlio  vessel  towards  sunie  aliriipt  and  <laiiy^erous  clitt's,  400 
feet  lii;^'h,  wliere  tlierf  was  no  lieacli,  and  not  a  ledf^o  where  a  j^oat  could  jjet  a 
foothold.  Should  tlie  vessel  strike  their  only  hope  was  in  the  hoats.  Jlappily  the  i<'o 
current  ehanj^t'd,  and  swept  them  past  the  rocks.  At  this  period  the  erashinj>'  of  tho 
ico  and  ereakinj^  and  strainiiii^  of  the  vessel's  timhers  were  deafenin<^,  and  the  oflieer 
of  the  watch  when  speakin<^  had  to  ])ut  his  mouth  elose  to  his  commander's  ear,  and 
shout  out.  The  nei^hliourin<>:  land  was  searched  for  game,  the  unpleasant  discovery  having 
been    made    that   nearly    oOd    pounds    of   their   ])reserved    meat    had   l)ccome   putrid. 

The  idtii  of  Octoher,  185(»,  was  an  imjiortant  day  in  the  history  of  Arctic  adven- 
ture. Five  days  before,  M'Clure,  with  six  men  and  a  sledge,  had  left  the  shij),  and  had 
since  travelled  through  Harrow's  Straits.  On  the  clear  and  cloudless  morning  of  the  20th 
they  ascended  a  hill  before  dawn.  "  As  the  sun  rose  the  panorama  slowly  unveiled  itself. 
First,  the  land  called  after  Il.li.II.  Prince  Albert  showed  out  on  an  easterly  bearing, 
and  from  a  jioint,  since  called  after  the  late  Sir  Robert  Peel,  it  evidently  turned  away 
to  the  east,  and  formed  the  northern  entrance  to  the  channel  u])on  that  side.  The 
coast  of   Bank's  Laud,  on   which  the  party  stood,   terminated   at  a  low  point  about  twelve 

miles    further   on Away  to   the  north,  and   across    the   entrauce   of  Prince   of 

Wales  Straits,  lay  the  frozen  waters  of  Harrow,  or,  as  it  is  now  called,  Melville  Straits, 
and  raised  as  our  explorers  were,  at  an  altitude  of  (iOO  feet  above  its  level,  the  eye- 
sight embraced  a  distance  which  precluded  the  j)ossibility  of  any  land  lying  in  that 
direction  between  them  and  Melville  Island.  .7  uarl/i-iroil.  /msHdiji;  was  discovered.  All 
doubt  as  to  the  existence  of  a  water  communication  between  the  two  great  oceans  was 
removed."  On  tho  return  journey  !M'Clure,  hastening  forward  to  order  a  warm  meal  for 
his  men  at  the  ship,  lost  his  way  in  a  snow-sturm  and  had  to  wander  about  all  night. 
In    the   morning   he    found   that   he    had  i>assed   tho    laceisligalor   by  four   miles. 

The  winter  passed  away,  and,  as  the  sjiring  advanced,  preparations  were  made  for 
continuing  the  voyage.  On  May  21st  a  curious  event  occurred.  "About  lO.JiO  a 
large  bear  was  passing  the  ship,  when  Captain  ^I'Clure  killed  it  with  a  rille  shot.  On 
examining  the  stomach,  great  was  the  astonishment  of  all  present  at  the  medley  it  con- 
tained. There  were  raisins  that  had  not  been  long  swallowed,  a  few  small  pieces  of 
tobacco  leaf,  bits  of  pork  fat  cut  into  cubes,  which  the  ship's  cook  declared  must  have 
been  used  for  making  mock  turtle  soup,  an  article  often  found  on  board  a  ship  in  a 
preserved  form ;  and,  lastly,  fragments  of  sticking-plaster,  which,  from  the  forms  into 
which  they  had  been  cut,  must  evidently  have  passed  through  the  hands  of  a  surgeon." 
Better  evidences  of  the  proximity  of  some  other  vessel  or  exploring  party  could  not  be 
afforded.     13ut  from  which  of  them    had   this    miscellaneous   collection   been  derived? 

On  July  17th  the  vessel  got  out  of  the  ice,  and  soon  passed  round  the  south  end  of 
Bank's  Land;  but,  after  many  perils,  did  not  succeed  in  making  a  further  eastward 
progress,  and  had  again  to  go  into  winter  quarters  towards  the  end  of  September. 
This  was  a  severe  winter  for  them.  The  scurvy  made  its  appearance,  and  the  pro- 
visions were  running  short.  !M'Clure  had  now  decided  to  keep  only  thirty  men  in  the 
vessel,   and   send   the   remainder    in    two    divisions,    one   up   Mackenzie   River,   the  other 
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to  Boec'hey  Isluiul,  where  ('iiptaiii  I'ulleii,  ot  II.. M.S.  Murl/i  Htar  was  .stati'  iicd  for  purposes 
oF  relief.  At  tlio  heginuiiif^  of  April  all  tlie  prepunitionH  for  tliesc  sledjj^o  parties  liad 
been  made,  when  an  unexpected  event  oecurred,  which  M'Clure's  own  words  will  i)est  deseriljo  : — 
While  walkin<:f  near  the  ship  with  the  lirst  lieutenant  "  we  poreeived  a  fij^ure 
walkinj^  rapidly  towards  us  from  the  rou^h  ice  at  the  entrance  of  the  bay.  From  his 
pace  and  <^es<  ;  we  both  naturally  supposed  at  first  'hat  lie  was  some  one  of  our 
party   i)ursued   by   a   bear;   but,    as    we   approached   him,   doubts   arose   as   to  who  it  could 


CAI'TAIX    IIOIIEUT    LE    MESUUIEU    M'CLIUE. 

be.  He  was  certainly  unlike  any  of  our  men ;  but,  recollecting  that  it  was  possible 
some  one  might  be  trying  on  a  new  travelling  dress  preparatory  to  the  departure  of 
our  sledges,  and  certain  that  no  one  else  was  near,  we  continued  to  advance.  When 
within  about  two  hundred  yards  of  us,  this  strange  figure  threw  up  his  arms,  and  made 
gesticulations  resembling  those  used  by  Escpiimaux,  besides  shouting,  at  the  top  of  his  voice, 
words  which,  from  the  wind  and  intense  excitement  of  the  moment,  sounded  like  a  wild 
screech,  and  this  brought  us  fairly  to  a  standstill.  The  stranger  came  quietly  on,  and  we 
saw  that  his  face  was  as  black  as  ebony ;  and  really  at  the  moment  we  might  be 
pardoned  for  wondering  whether  he  was  a  denizen  of  this  or  tbe  other  world ;  and  had 
he  but  given  us   a  glimpse   of  a   tail   or  a  cloven  hoof,   we  should   assuredly  have  taken 
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to  our  Icj^fs.  As  it  wiiH,  \vc  jjullantly  stund  our  f^^roiind ;  niid,  liad  tlu>  skiou  failoii  iiivin  iis 
wo  could  hardly  liiivo  been   more  «stoiiii?licd  tliaii   ulicn  tli.'  ilark  stniii;^t>r  called  out  — 

"'I'm  Lieutouant  Pirn,  lato  of  the  llff.ihl,  aud  now  in  the  /irsn/r/i'.  Captain 
Keliett  is  in  her  at   Deaiy   Island  !  ' 

"To  rush  at  and  seize  him  by  the  hand  was  the  lirst  impulse,  for  the  heart  was 
too  full  for  the  t()iii,''ue  to  speak.  The  announcement  of  relief  bein;;'  dose  at  hand, 
when  none  was  supjjosed  to  be  within  the  Arctic  Circle,  was  too  sudden,  unexpected, 
and  joyous,  for  our  minds  to  comprehend  it  at  once.  The  news  Hew  with  lin'htninj^ 
rapidity.  The  ship  was  all  in  commotion  ;  the  sick,  forgetfid  of  their  maladies,  leaped 
from  their  hammocks;  the  artilicers  dropped  their  tools,  and  the  lower  deck  was  cleared 
of  men  ;  for  they  all  rushed  for  the  hatchway,  to  be  as.surod  that  a  straufji-er  was 
actually  amongst  them,  and  that  his  tale  was  true.  Despondency  lied  from  the  ship,  and 
Lieutenant    Pirn  received  a  welcome  which  he  will  never  foryet." 

Of  course  M'Clure  immediately  started  to  visit  Captain  Keliett.  At  lirst  there  were 
some  ho])es  of  savinty  the  ft/rrs/li/n/or  ;  but  the  reports  of  liolh  ships'  surijeons  on  the 
state  of  the  crew  were  so  unfavourable,  that  the  men  were  at  once  transferred  to  the 
Jlfsohilr  and  lnlrr/i'nl,  and  the  former  abandoned.  These  also  had  in  their  turn  to  be 
abandoned  ;  but  tlie  imited  crews  in  the  end  reached  England  in  safety.  A  court-martial 
was  held  on  ^M'Clure,  and  he  was,  of  course,  honourably  acfpiitted.  In  the  following 
session  a  reward  of  .tlO,0()()  was  awarded  to  the  olHcers  and  crew  of  the  Iiircfil'niiidir, 
and  every  one  of  its  brave  company  received  a  medal  from  the  Queen,  which,  doubtless, 
they  have  treasured  as  a  memento  of  the  three  dreary  yet  eventful  winters  passed  by 
them  on  the  ice.* 

Among  the  earlier  vessels  employed  in  the  search  for  Franklin  were  the  Ailrauo'  and 
Jii'ncne,  sent  out  from  America  in  ]S50,  at  the  expense  of  H.  Grinnell,  Esq.,  a  noble-hearted 
New  York  merchant.  Lieutenant  De  Haven  had  charge  of  the  exi^edition,  while  the  after- 
wards celebrated  Dr.  Kane  accompanied  him  as  surgeon.  De  Haven  fell  in  with  Ross  and 
Penny,  and  examined  the  first  winter  ([uarters  of  Franklin's  party,  discovered  by  the  latter, 
and  of  which  mention  has  1)een  already  made.  He  was  very  much  hampered  by  the  ice, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  season  returned  to  the  United  States  from  a  somewhat  fruitless 
expedition.  In  addition  to  the  several  expeditions  already  briefly  mentioned  here,  many 
attempts,  both  by  land  and  sea,  to  rescue  Franklin's  band  were  made  between  LS51  and  IS.'jS. 
Captains  Inglefield,  Frederick,  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Keliett,  M'Clintock  (first  voyage), 
Pullen,  Maguire,  Dr.  Kane,  and  others,  sought  in  vain  for  traces  of  the  lost  expedition. 
As  we  shall  see  in  our  succeeding  chapter.  Dr.  John  Rae,  an  indefatigable  and  experienced 
traveller,  was  more  successful ;  whilst  the  crowning  discoveries,  which  for  ever  settled  the  fate 
of  Franklin,  were  reserved  for  the  gallant  M'Clintock  of  the  ever  memorable  Fox  expedition, 

*  It  will  have  been  observed  that  Captain  C'ollinson,  wlio  was  to  have  accompanied  Sl'Clure,  was  never  able 
to  communicato  with  him.  This  vessel,  however,  piis.s(^(l  some  time  in  the  Arctic  waters,  and  some  pieces  of  wreck 
purchased  by  him  from  the  EHquimau.x,  ,ind  mvposal  to  have  boon  parts  of  Franklin's  vessels,  the  ErehKS  and  Terror. 
were  the  only  reUcs  which  wcri'  ever  obtained  by  any  naval  commander  acting  nmlcr  (iovernment  orders.  Cai)tain 
Parry's  discoveries,  however  interesting  in  regard  to  the  early  progress  of  the  expedition,  threw  no  light  on  its  fate. 
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CllAl'TKll    Will. 

TIIK      !■  RANK  I.I.N     SKAUCII. 

Tho  Franklin  Kxprdlllon  Tlie  Klrsl  Iti'Iics  Dr.  IIuch  DUiiivi'i'liw-Tlio  (lovornint'iit  tiri  1  of  llm  Hciircli- N'ohln  Uwly 
Kratikllii  The  VoyiiKC  of  the  A-bj;  Hogi't  In  the  U'e  for  KlKht  MoiiiIih  — KnorniouH  IroberKH  rieul  nnil  llciir  Hunts— 
Unearthly  NiiiHemnider  the  Kloen— (Jny  Kawkes  In  the  .\rclle-Tlie  Kil'iielh  Seal  Shol-A  Kiincral-A  M(rry('hrl!<lnia» 
—New  Year  Celebration— Winter  CJales  'I'lii'lr  Jliraciiloiis  Ksiape  — K.xperienee  of  a  Whaler— Hreukl'a.it  ami  Ship 
lost  lOKelher. 

In  October,  IS.')!,  the  startlinfj^  news  came  from  \'^\'.  Uiie  that  he  had  at  lenj^'th  t'imnd  some 
delinite  traces  of  the  lost  expedition,  Tor  severtil  'ears  ho  had  been  en^^ayed  in  the  search — 
I)rincipally  at  the  expense  of  the  Hudson's  Hay  Company — durin^j^  which  time  he  had 
descended  the  Mackenzie  and  Coj)permine  Rivers,  and  exi)lored  the  shores  and  islands  of 
the  Polar  Ocean  without  success.  Durin;^  his  last  journey,  however,  in  ls.>"5-l,  he  hud 
obtained  positive  evidence  from  the  Estpiimaux  rey'ardin;^'  the  fate  of  the  Effljus  and  Tcrnn' 
and  their  crews.  Six  years  before,  in  the  s])rin;.f-tiine,  some  forty  white  men  had  been  seen 
l)ainfully  stru<f<ylin{^  over  the  ice,  drayj^inj^  with  them  a  boat  and  sledjj^es.  They  had 
indicated  by  sij^'iis  that  their  vessels  hatl  been  crushed  in  the  ice,  and  that  they  were  now 
trying  to  reach  a  habitable  i)art  of  the  country  where  they  miyht  tiiid  i^iime.  They  were 
nuicli  emaciiited  from  tho  effects  of  starvation,  exposure,  and  luiwonted  exertion.  Tjiiter 
in  the  same  year  the  corpses  of  some  thirty  persons  and  some  "rraves  were  discovered  by 
tho  Estpiimaux  on  the  mainland,  and  live  other  bodies  were  subsetpiently  found  on  an 
island  close  to  it,  and  about  ii  day's  journey  north-west  of  13ack's  (h-etit  Fish  River. 
Several  of  them  had  died  in  their  tents,  and  one,  believed  to  have  been  an  oliicer,  was 
described  as  lyin<j  on  bis  double-barrelled  <run,  with  bis  telescope  yet  strapped  to  his 
shoulders.  Dr.  Rae  obtained  a  number  of  relics  from  the  Esipiimaux,  including'  pieces  of 
])late  and  other  artiides  known  to  have  belonged  to  the  ollicers.  The  (ioverninent  was 
satisfied  that  these  facts  indicated  the  entire  loss  of  the  i)arty,  and  tho  lono'  outstandinj^ 
reward  of  £10,000  offered  to  any  one  who  should  briny-  intelligence  of  tlieir  fate  was  paid 
to  Dr.  Rae  and  his  party.  Next  season,  ^Ir.  John  Anderson,  a  chief  factor  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  while  making  a  canoe  voyag-e  down  Great  Fish  River  to  Montreal  Island 
and  Point  Ogle,  obtained  some  contlrinatory  evidence  and  a  few  more  relics  from  tlie 
natives. 

The  Government  had  now  become  tired  of  the  search,  and  perhaps  for  good  reason,  f(jr 
its  own  officers  had  not  been,  as  we  have  seen,  successful  in  (obtaining  the  desired  in- 
formation, while  there  had  been  an  immense  exjienditure  of  the  i)ublic  money  in  fruitless 
expeditions.  If  cannot,  however,  be  wondered  at  that  Lady  Franklin  liad  not  abandoned  all 
hope,  and  that  she,  in  common  .vith  many  others,  was  not  satisfied  with  the  meagre  evidence 
of  their  fate  so  far  obtained.  That  it  pointed  to  the  loss  of  the  larger  part  of  the  officers 
and  men  could  not  be  doubted,  but  there  was  yet  the  jiossibility  of  some  of  thoin  surviving 
at  some  distant  point  it  might  be  tiinong  tlie  Estpiimaux.  Racked  by  distinguished 
naval  officers  and  men  of  science  and  inffuence,  siie  ai)pealed  to  the  (ioverninent  to  make 
one  more  last  effort.  It  was  in  vain,  and  tliere  was  unthing  for  it  but  a  private  expedition. 
Lady    I'ranklin    purchased   the   steam-yacht    Fn.r,  and   aided,    in    a   limited  degree  only,  by 
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priviiti'  Hultseriptioiis  iiiid  sumr  (iiivi'rnin«>ii1  iiiil,  littcil  Iht  nut  iiumt  eomplcti'Iy.  She 
was  Hoon  jfratilitul  \>y  nhfuininy  tho  williiiy  mid  ^Tiif iiitouH  HorviwH  of  Hovcrul  (liHtiii^yuishi'il 
olliccrs.  Ciiptiiiii  (now  Sir)  l\  Ij.  M'Cliiitock,  wlin  Icid  Imivnl  llic  diiiiyc'fs  of  tin-  AriMic 
witli  (•Fiiiiium)  Hoss,  AuHtiii,  iitul  Kellt-tt  ;  Lioiitciiaiit  W.  II.  IIoIimiu,  an  otli(!or  of  muili 
cxpcriiMKt' ;  Ciiptiiin  Allen  Youiiy,  of  tlic  incrcliiiiit  iiiariiif,  who  not  incn-ly  threw  liix 
Hi'rvicus  into  the  cause,  Imt  suhserihed  (..'jlio  in  furllu^ranee  of  it;  and  Dr.  David  Walker, 
iiM  aeeoniplislied  suryeon  and  Hcientilie  man — were  all  volunleerH  whose  Hervieen  were  Heenred. 
"Many  worthy  nld  shipniatos,"  suvh  M'C'lintoek,  "my  companions  in  the  previous  Arctic 
voyajfcs,  moHt  readily  volunteered  their  services,  and  wore  as  >rratofnlly  ac(!opted,  for  it  was 
my  anxious  wish  to  {^father  around  me  well-tried  men,  who  were  awaro  of  tho  dntius  expected 
of  them  and  accustomed  to  naval  discipline.  Hence,  out  of  tho  twonty-live  souls  composing 
our  small  company,  seventeen  had  previously  served  in  the  .Arctic  search."  Just  liel'ore 
startiny,  Carl  Petersen,  now  so  well  known  to  Arctic  readers  on  account  of  his  subHeijuent 
connection  with  Dr.  Kane's  expedition,  joined  the  vessel  as  interpreter.  'I'he  vessel  was 
amply  provisioned  for  twenty-ei;fht  months,  and  the  supplies  included  preserved  veji^etables, 
lemon-juice,  and  pickles,  for  daily  consumption.  The  Admiralty  caused  (!,(iS;J  Ihs.  of  pem- 
mican*  to  he  prc])ared  lor  the  expedition,  and  the  Hoard  of  Ordnance  furnished  the  arms, 
powder  and  shot,  rockets,  and  powder  for  ice  hlastinj^.  M'l.Mintock,  heiny  anxious  to  retain 
for  his  vessel  the  privile^^'es  she  formerly  enjoyed  as  a  yacht,  was  enrolled  as  a  inemher  of 
several  oF  the  leadinj?  dubs. 

The  /'a  left  Knj^laml  on  the  last  day  of  June,  1S.")7,  and  after  visiting'  some  of  the 
Greenland  settlements,  turned  seawanls.  Seventy  miles  to  the  west  of  I'pernavik  the  ed;;'e 
of  the  "middle  ice"  was  reached,  and  the  vessel  caught  in  its  mar^iin  of  loose  ice.  They 
soon  steamed  out  of  what  miyht  have  been  to  a  sailinj^  vessel  a  serious  predicament,  and 
closely  examined  the  Held  for  forty  miles  without  lindin<^  an  openinjif.  M'(Jlintock,  bein^' 
satisfied  that  he  could  not  force  a  passaj^o  throuf^h  it  across  JJallln's  Bay,  steered  to  the 
northward,  and  on  August  12th  was  in  Melville  Hay,  where  the  vessel  was  made  fast  to 
an  icebery  which  was  iiroinidrd  in  lifty-eight  fathoms  (-'MH  feet)  of  water.  Here  they 
were  again  beset  by  the  ice.  Alas !  this  was  but  the  commencement  of  their  troubles. 
For  2  12  days — or,  in  other  words,  for  eight  months  after  this — the  little  1'\kv  was  helplessly 
and,  as  it  often  a])i)eared,  hopelessly,  drifting  with  the  ice  packed  and  piled  around  her, 
with  but  a  feeble  chance  of  escajjo,  and  with  a  very  strong  probability  of  being  crushed  to 
nothing  without  a  moment's  warning.  Some  extracts  from  M'ClintcK'k's  journal  will  be 
found  interesting  at  this  juncture. 

"20th.  No  favourable  ice-drift;  this  detention  has  become  most  painful.  Tho  Enter- 
prtsf  reached  the  open  water  upon  this  day  in  ISIS,  within  fifty  miles  of  our  present 
position.  Unfortunately,  our  prospects  are  not  so  cheering.  There  is  no  relative  motion 
in  the  Hoes  of  ice,  except  a  gradual  closing  together,  the  small  spaces  and  streaks  of  water 
being    still    further    diminished.      The    temperature    has    fallen,   and    is    usually    below  the 
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*  Althoui>:l'  thoro  is  somi'  vuriiitiim  in  the  mode  of  piTparinif  tliis  Kimcstibli',  it  i.s  cHscntiiiUy  ahviiy.s  tho  siiiiii' : 
lean  mt:it,  dricil  and  cut  into  sliri'ds,  which  i.s  then  pounJud  \i\)  and  mixed  with  melted  beef  fat,  and  pressed  into 
cases.  Amonpr  the  Indian.s,  who  have  not  this  latter  resource  of  civilisation,  gut  and  skins  are  employed,  and  theii 
pemmican  is  not,  therefore,  unlike  a  rather  substantial  and  solid  sausage. 
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frccziiijf  pfiiiit.  I  fcol  inoHt  keenly  tin'  (lilli(iilt\  i>['  my  poHition.  We  cannot  nffurJ  to 
lose  nmiiv  ninrr  diiys. 

"  TIk!  men  enjoy  a  yiinu;  of  miindfiN  nn  tlu'  ico  eacli  t-vi'iiin;,'.  I'cfttnvcn  and  Cliris- 
lian  are  constantly  on  the  look-out  for  weals,  i\n  well  an  ilolisoii  and  Vonn^  occnsionully, 
If  in  ^oud  condition  and  killed  in«tunlan(nn«!y  tlic  -cuis  lloal.  Several  liavo  already  lu'cn 
shot,     'i'lie  liver  fried   with  hacon  is  excellent. 

"  llirds   have  lieeomo  uearee.     The  few  we  soo  are  retnrninyr  Mouthwaril.     I  low  anxiously 
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1  ^vatch  the  ice,  weather,  barometer,  and  thermometer !  "Wind  from  any  other  (^uarier 
thfin  south-east  would  oblij>'o  the  lloc-pioces  to  re-arran<^o  themselves,  in  doinjjf  which 
thoy  would  become  loose,  and  then  woidd  be  our  opportunity  to  proceed. 

"21th.  Fine  weather,  with  very  light  nortiierly  winds.  We  have  drifted  seven  miles 
to  the  west  in  the  last  two  days.  The  iee  is  now  a  close  j)ack,  so  close  that  one  may 
walk  for  many  miles  over  it  in  any  direction  by  merely  turnin<;'  a  little  to  the  rit;'ht  or 
left  to  avoid  the  small  water  spaces.  My  freipient  visits  to  the  crow's-nest  are  not  in- 
spiriting. How  absolutely  distressing  this  imprisonment  is  to  me  no  one  without  similar 
experience  can  form  any  idea.  As  yet  the  crew  have  but  little  suspicion  how  blighted  our 
prospects  are. 
108 
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"The  diviiJed  reality  of  winterinj;  in  the  pack  is  g;railually  forcinsr  itself  upon  my 
miiul;  but  1  must  not  write  on  tiiis  subject:  it  is  bad  enough  to  brood  over  it  un- 
eeasinjjly.  We  can  see  the  land  all  round  Melville  Hay,  from  Cape  Walker  nearly  to  Cape 
York.  Petersen  is  indefatigable  at  seal  shooting;  he  is  so  anxious  to  secure  them  for  our 
dogs,  lie  says  they  must  be  hit  in  the  head ;  '  if  you  Lit  him  in  the  beef  that  is  not 
good,'  meaning  that  a  flesh  wound  does  not  prevent  their  escaping  under  the  ice.  Peter- 
sen and  Christian  practise  an  Escpiimaux  mode  of  attracting  the  seids.  They  scrape  the 
ice,  thus  making  a  noise  like  that  produced  by  a  seal  in  making  a  hole  with  its  flii)i)ers, 
and  then  place  one  end  of  a  pole  in  the  water  and  put  their  mouths  close  to  the  other 
end,  making  noises  in  imitation  of  the  snorts  and  grunts  of  their  intended  victims. 
Whether  the  device  is  successful    or  not  I  do  not  know,  but  it  looks  laughable  enough. 

"  Christian  came  back  a  few  days  ago,  like  a  true  seal  hunter,  carrying  his  kaiyack 
on  his  head,  and  dragging  a  seal  behind  him.  Only  two  years  ago  Petersen  returned 
across  this  bay  with  Dr.  Kane's  retreating  party.  He  shot  a  seal,  which  they  devoured, 
and  which,  under  Providence,  saved  their  lives.  Petersen  is  a  good  ice  i)ilot,  knows  all 
these  coasts  as  well  as,  or  better  than,  any  man  living,  and,  from  long  experience  and  habits 
of  observation,  is  almost  unerring  in  his  prognostications  of  the  weather.  Besides  his 
great  value  to  us  as  interpreter,  few  men  are  better  adapted  for  Arctic  work — an  ardent 
sportsman,  an  agreeable  companion,  never  at  a  loss  for  occupation  or  amusement,  and 
always  contented  and  sanguine.     But  we  have,  ha])pily,  many  such  dispositions  in  the  Fox. 

";3(>th.  The  whole  distance  across  Melville  Bay  is  170  miles;  of  this  we  have  per- 
formed about   i:iU,  forty  of  which  we  have  drifted  in  (he  last  fourteen  days. 

"  Yesterday  we  set  to  work  as  usual  to  warp  the  ship  along,  and  moved  her  ten 
feet.  An  insignificant  hummock  then  blocked  up  the  narrow  passage.  As  we  could 
not  push  it  before  us,  a  two-pound  blasting  cliarge  was  exploded,  and  the  surface  ice 
was  shattered;  but  such  an  immense  cpiantity  of  broken  ice  came  up  from  beneath  that 
the  difliculty  was  greatly  increased  instead  of  being  removed.  This  is  one  of  the  many 
instances  in  which  our  small  vessel  labours  under  very  great  disadvantages  in  ice  navi- 
gation ;  we  have  neither  sufficient  manual  power,  steam  power,  nor  impetus  to  force  the 
Hoes  asunder.  I  am  convinced  that  a  steamer  of  moderate  size  and  power,  with  a  crew 
of  forty  or  lifty  men,  would  have  got  through  a  hundred  miles  of  such  ice  in  less  time 
than   wo  have  bcL'n  beset." 

And  so  it  went  on  from  day  to  day,  M'Clintock  knowing  that  it  was  fast  becoming 
hopeless  to  exi)ect  a  release,  but,  nevertheless,  keeping  his  men  well  employed  in  prepara- 
tions for  wintering  and  sledge-travelling.  Every  now  and  then  a  "lane"  of  water  opening 
in  the  ice  would  mock  their  hopes.  On  one  occasion  such  an  o}icning  appeared  within 
170  yards  of  the  vessel,  and  by  the  aid  of  steam  and  blasting  powder  thoy  advanced  100 
yards  towards  it,  when  the  tlocs  again  closL'd  up  tightly,  and  they  had  their  trouble  for 
tiieir  ])ains.  Numerous  large  icebergs  were  around  them.  Allen  Young  examined  onf^, 
which  was  :250  feet  high,  and  aground  in  6-"<  fathoms  (I its  feet)  of  water.  In  other 
words,  the  enormous  mass  was  nearly  7.")0  feet  from  top  to  Iwttom.  The  reader  can  judge 
of  such  dimensions  by  comparison:  St.  Paul's  is  only  •"370  feet  in  height.  The  looser  ice 
drifting  past  this  berg  was  cru.shed,  and  piled  up  against  its  sides  to  a  height  of  lifty  feet. 
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Meantime  they  were  very  successful  in  the  liunt.  Seals  weiv  caugfht  in  numbers,  and 
their  twenty-nine  cloths  ke))t  in  ^'ood  cundition  on  tiie  meat.  The  doips  were  at  this  periml 
kei>t  on  tlie  ice  outside  tlie  ship,  and  occasit)nally  one  would  start  out  on  a  solitary 
expedition,  reniainin<T  away  all  niy-ht,  but  invariably  returnin<4'  for  meal-time.  On  the 
evening  of  November  ^nd  there  was  a  sudden  call  "  to  arms,"  and  every  one,  whethei- 
"sleejiing-,  prosiny,  or  schooliui;'" — for  Dr.  Walker  held  a  sehnol  on  board — (lew  to  the 
ice,  where  a  lart^-e  he-bear  was  seen  strui>'g'lin!4'  with  the  do^s.  He  had  approached  within 
twjnty-tive  yards  of  the  shij)  before  the  quartermaster's  eye  detected  his  indistinct  outline 
aj^ainst  the  snow.  In  crossing-  some  very  thin  ice  he  broke  throui^h  into  the  water,  where 
he  was  surrounded  by  yelping  dogs.  Hobson,  Young,  and  Petersen,  had  each  lodged  a 
bullet  in  him,  but  these  only  seemed  to  increase  his  rage.  At  lengtli  he  got  out  uf  the 
water,  and  would  doubtless  have  demolished  some  of  the  dogs,  when  M'Clintoek,  with  a 
well-directe<l  shot,  put  a  bullet  through  his  brain.  The  bear  was  a  large  one,  and  its 
carcase  fed  the  dogs  for  nearly  a  r.jnth.  ^rCliutock  says  : — "  For  the  few  moments  of 
its  duration  the  chase  and  death  was  exciting.  And  how  strange  and  novel  the  scene! 
A  misty  moon  affording  but  scanty  light,  dark  ligures  gliding  singly  about,  not  daring 
to  approach  each  other,  for  the  ice  ti'emi>led  under  their  feet,  the  enraged  bear,  tlu;  wolfish, 
howling  dogs,  and  the  bright  Hashes  of  the  deadly  rifles." 

About  this  period,  and  while  the  weather  was  reasonably  fair,  unearthly  noises  were 
heard  under  the  ice,  and  alarming  disruptions  occurred  close  to  the  shij).  Of  one  of  the 
former  occasions  M'Clintock  writes  : — "  A  renewal  of  ice-erushing  within  a  few  luuulred 
yards  of  us  ;  I  can  hear  it  in  my  bed.  The  ordinary  sound  resembles  the  roar  of  distant 
surr  lireaking  heavily  and  continuously ;  l)ut  when  heavy  masses  come  in  collision  with 
much  impetus  it  fully  realises  the  justness  of  Dr.  Kane's  descriptive  epithet,  '  i"e  artil- 
lery.' Fortunately  for  us,  our  poor  little /''".'•  is  well  within  the  margin  ()f  a  stout  old  floe; 
we  are  therefore  undisturbed  spectators  of  ice-contlicts  which  would  be  irresistible  to  any- 
thing of  human  construction.  Immediately  about  the  ship  all  is  still,  and,  as  far  as 
a])pearanccs  go,  she  is  ])recisely  as  she  would  be  in  a  secure  harbour,  housed  all  over, 
banked  up  with  snow  to  the  gunwales.  In  fact,  her  winter  plumage  is  so  eomj)lcte 
that  the  masts  alone  are  visible." 

Whenever  it  was  possible  to  employ  or  amuse  the  men  among  these  dreary  scenes 
^I'Clintock  was  most  desirous  that  it  should  be  done.  Dr.  Walker's  school  was  a 
genuine  success,  and  the  rather  old  school-boys  most  dilig^it  in  their  studies,  which 
were  at  fii-st  coniincd  to  the  three  R's — reading,  'riting,  and  'rithmetic.  Later,  how- 
ever, lectures  and  readings  were  organised,  and  subjects  adapted  to  interest  the  crew, 
such  as  the  trade  winds,  the  atmosphere,  the  uses  of  the  thermometer,  barometer,  and 
so  forth,  were  chosen.  Healthful  exercise  was  afforded  to  the  men  in  banking  up  the 
ship  with  snow.  On  November  Tjth,  says  M'Clintock,  "  in  order  to  vary  our  monoto- 
nous routine,  we  determined  to  celebrate  the  day."  Extra  grog  v>-as  issued,  and  one  of 
Lady  Franklin's  thoughtful  presents,  in  the  shape  of  preserved  jdum-pudding,  helped  to 
mark  the  occasion.  In  the  evening  a  proci'ssion  was  organised,  and  the  crew  sallied 
forth,  with  drum,  gong,  and  discord,  to  l)uru  a  huge  cfligy  of  Ciny  Fawkes  upon  the  ice. 
"  Their  blackened  faces,  extravagant  costumes,  glaring  torches,  and  savage  yells,  frightened 
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away  .ill  the  dogs;  nor  was  it  till  after  the  fireworks  were  let  off  and  the  traitor 
consumed  that  they  crept  hack  aj^ain.  It  was  school-night,  but  the  men  wore  up  for 
i'un,  so  gave  the  Doctor  a  holiday." 

On  November  15th  Captain  Young  shot  the  fiftieth  seal,  an  fvent  which  was 
eelebratod  by  the  drinking  of  Ihe  bottle  of  chamjiagne  which  had  ])een  reseived  for  the 
occasion  of  reaching  the  North  Water — an  unhappy  failure,  the  more  keenly  felt  from 
being  so  very  unexpected.  On  November  10th  "Petersen  saw  and  fired  a  shot  into  a 
narwhal  which  brought  tlie  blubber  out.  When  most  Arctic  creatures  arc  wounded  in 
the  water,  blubber  more  frequently  appears  than  blood,  particularly  if  the  wound  is 
superficial  j  it  spreads  over  the  surface  of  the  water  like  oil.  Bills  of  fare  vary 
much     in     Greenland.         I     have     iiujuired     of     Petersen,    and     he    tells     me    that    the 
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Greenland  Esquimaux  (there  are  many  Grecnlandors  of  Danish  origin)  are  not  agreed 
as  to  which  of  their  animals  affords  the  most  delicious  food;  some  of  them  prefer  rein- 
deer venison,  others  think  more  favourably  of  young  dog,  the  llesh  of  which,  he  asserts, 
is  'just  like  the  lieef  of  sheep.'  He  says  a  Danish  captain,  who  had  ac(iuired  the 
taste,  provided  sume  for  his  guests,  and  they  praised  his  miiKou  !  After  dinner  he  sent 
for  the  skin  of  the  animal,  which  was  no  other  than  a  large  red  dog !  This  occurred 
in  Greenland,  where  his  Danish  guests  had  resided  for  many  years,  far  removed  from 
European  mutton.  Baked  puppy  is  a  real  delicacy  all  over  Polynesia ;  at  the  Sandwich 
Islands  I  was  once  invited  to  a  feast,  and  had  to  feign  disappointment  as  well  as  I 
could  when  told  that  puppy  was  so  extremely  scarce  it  could  not  be  procured  in  time, 
and    therefore   sucking-pig   was    substituted  !  " 

On  December  ;ind  an  event  occurred  which  cast  a  gloom  over  the  little  party- 
One  of  the  engineers,  ]\[r.  Scott,  had  fallen  down  a  hatchway,  and  died  ouoitly  after- 
wards from  the  effect  of  internal  injuries  then  received.  "  A  funeral  at  sea,"  says 
M'Clintock,  "is  always  ))e(niliarly  impressive:  but  this  evening,  at  seven  (/clock,  as 
we   gathered    around    the     sad    remains    of    poor    Scott,    reposing    under    a    l-'nion     Jack, 
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and  read  the  Burial  Service  by  tlie  light  uf  lanterns,  the  effect  could  not  fail   to  awaken 
very  serious  emotions. 

"The  greater  part  of  the  Church  Service  was  read  on  board,  under  shelter  of  the 
liousing-j  the  body  was  then  placed  upon  a  sledjje,  and  drawn  by  the  messmates  of  the 
deceased  to  a  short  distance  from  the  ship,  where  a  hole  throu<,Hi  the  ice  had  been  cut; 
it  was  then    'committed  to  the  deep,'  and  the   service  comi)leted.     AVhat  a  scene  it  was! 


A    XATVliAI.    AKCH    IX    TllK    AKITIC    llK(iH)NS 


I  shall  never  forget  it.  The  lonely  Fo.r,  almost  buried  in  snow,  complelely  isolated  from 
the  haljitable  world,  her  colours  half-mast  hiirh,  and  bell  mournfully  lolling;  our  little 
])rocession  slowly  marching  over  the  rough  svn-fai'C  of  the  frozen  sea,  guided  by  lanterns 
and  direetion-posts,  amid  the  dark  and  dreary  depth  of  Arctic  winter;  the  death-like 
stillness,  the  intense  cold,  and  threatening  aspect  of  a  murky  overcast  sky ;  and  all  this 
heightened  by  one  of  those  strange  lunar  phenomena  which  are  b\it  seldom  seen  even 
iiere — a  complete  halo  encircling  the  moon,  through  which  jiassed  a  horizontal  band  of  pale 
light  that  encompassed  the  heavens;  above  the  moon  a])peared  the  segments  of  two  other 
halos,  and  there  were  also  mock  moons,  to  the  number  of  six.  Tlic  misty  atmosphere  lent 
a  very  ghastly  hue  to  this  singular  disj)lay,  which  lasted  for  rather  more  than  an  hour. 
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'':27tli.  Our  Christmas  was  a  very  cliocrfiil,  merry  one.  The  men  were  supplied 
witii  several  adililional  articles,  sueh  as  liams,  plum-puddinjL^s,  ju'eserved  jifooseherries  and 
apples,  nuts,  sweetmeats,  and  Burton  ale.  After  Divine  Serviee  they  deeorated  the  lower 
deek  witli  ll;i,ii;s,  .-ind  made  an  immense  display  of  food.  The  oflicers  came  down  with  me 
to  see  their  preparations.  We  were  really  astonished!  Their  mess-tables  were  laid  out 
like  tli(>  eounters  in  a  confectioner's  shop,  with  apple  and  yooseherry  tarts,  plum  and 
sjionyo  cakes  in  jn'ramids,  hesides  various  other  unknown  pull's,  cakes,  and  loaves  (»f  all 
sizes  and  shapes.  We  bake  all  our  own  bread,  and  excellent  it  is.  In  the  backgroimd 
were  nicely-browned  hams,  moat-pies,  cheeses,  and  other  substantial  articles.  Rum-and- 
water  in  wine-glasses  and  ])lum  cake  were  handed  to  us.  We  wished  them  a  hapjiy  Christmas, 
and  complimented  them  on  their  taste  and  spirit  in  gettinjT  np  such  a  display.  Our  silken 
sledg-e-banners  had  been  borrowed  for  the  occasion,  and  were  regarded  with  deference  and 
peculiar  pritle. 

"  In  the  evenint^  the  oflicers  were  enticed  down  amongst  the  men  again,  and  at  a  late 
hour  I  was  requested,  as  a  great  favour,  to  come  down  and  see  bow  m\ich  they  were  enjoying 
themselves.  I  found  them  in  the  highest  good-humour  with  themselves  and  all  the  world. 
Tliey  were  perfectly  sober,  and  singing  songs,  each  in  his  turn.  I  expressed  great  satis- 
faction at  having  seen  them  enjoying  themselves  so  much  and  so  ratitmally;  I  could  there- 
fore the  better  describe  it  to  La<ly  Franklin,  who  was  deeply  interested  in  everything 
relating  to  them.  I  drank  their  healths,  and  hoped  our  position  next  year  would  be  more 
suitable  for  our  imrpose.  We  all  joined  in  drinking  the  healths  of  Lady  Franklin  and  ^liss 
Craeroft,  and  amid  the  acclamations  which  followed  I  returned  to  my  cal)in,  immensely 
gratified  l>v  such  an  exhibition  of  genuine  good-feeling,  such  veneration  for  Lady  Franklin, 
and  such  loyalty  to  the  cause  of  the  exjiedition.  It  was  veiy  pleasant  also  that  they  had 
taken  the  most  cheering  view  of  our  future  prospects.  I  verily  believe  I  was  the  happiest  in- 
dividual fiU  board  that  happy  evening."  New  Year's  Day  was  a  second  edition  of  Christinas. 
At  midnight  on  December  -"Jlst  the  arrival  of  1858  was  announced  by  the  band,  consisting 
of  two  flutes  and  an  accordion,  striking  up  at  the  cabin  door.  It  was  accompanied  by 
offier  music  from  frying-pans,  gridirons,  kettles,  pots,  and  pans,  in  the  hands  of  the  crew, 
who  were  determined  to  have  as  much  fun  as  possible  under  the  circumstances. 

The  monotonous  winter  j)assL'd  on,  and  still  the  Fax  remained  enclosed  in  the  pack, 
although  occasional  disruptions  of  the  ice  occurred,  some  of  them  of  an  alarming  nature. 
The  field  one  day  cracked  within  ten  yards  of  the  shij),  and  on  another  occasion  M'Clintock, 
returning  from  a  visit  to  an  iceberg,  was  cut  off  close  to  the  vessel  by  the  sudden  opening 
of  a  long  streak  of  water,  and  had  to  run  a  considerable  distance  before  he  found  a  crossing 
place,  where  the  jagged  edges  of  the  floe  met.  The  little  yacht  bore  out  bravely,  although 
one  day  hurled  up  at  bows  and  the  next  at  stern.  Strong  gales  now  and  again  blew 
furiously,  and  drifting,  whirling  snow  prevented  them  from  seeing  or  hearing  a  few  yards 
c>ff.  On  March  ^.jth,  with  a  strong  north-west  wind  blowing,  the  ship  rocked  in  the  ice 
and  rubbed  against  it,  straining  and  groaning  in  a  manner  which  caused  some  alarm. 
The  boats,  provisions,  sledges,  knapsacks,  and  other  e((uipments,  were  kept  ready  for  a  hasty 
departure.  As  long  as  their  friendly  barrier  lasted  there  was  little  cause  for  fear;  but  who 
couid  tell  the  moment  when  it   might   be  demolished,  and   the   ship  crack  like  a   nutshell 
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among  the  f;;'rin(ling',  crashing  ice  masses?  On  the  ilth  and  :2Sth  stront;'  gale-; 
hn^ke  up  the  ice  to  some  extent,  and  in  two  days  the  for  drifted  ;hirty-nine  miles.  Hut 
the  story  would  he  as  monotonous  in  the  telling  as  was  their  life  in  reality  were  v,e  to 
detail  it  day  by  day.  Suflice  it  to  say,  on  Ajiril  ~lth,  after  they  had  drilted  l,-"i)S5  nules, 
the  vessel,  although  not  by  any  means  (dear  <if  the  ice,  which  was  dashetl  against  it  by  the 
swell,  and  which  often  choked  their  screw  and  brought  the  engines  to  a  dead  stop,  was 
out  of  imminent  danger.  Their  escape  had  been  little  short  of  niirucidous,  and  a  sailing 
vessel,  however  strong,  would  jirobably  never  have  so  successfully  braved  the  dangt-rs  of 
the  pack  as  did  the  little  steam-yacht  Fo.r.  Its  commander  writes  fcelinoly  on  the 
•ZCilh: — "  At  sea  !  How  am  I  to  deserilje  the  events  of  the  last  two  days?  It  has  jileased 
God  to  accord  to  us  a  deliverance  in  which  His  merciful  protection  contrasts — how  strongly  ! 
— with  our  own  utter  helplessness;  as  if  the  successive  mercies  vouchsafed  to  us  during 
our  long  winter  and  mysterious  ice-drift  had  been  concentrated  and  rejieated  in  a  single 
act.  Thus  forcibly  does  His  great  goodness  come  home  to  the  mind  !  "  Their  trouliles, 
anxieties,  and  doul)ts,  were  over,  and  two  days  later  they  were  safely  anchored  oil'  Holsteiuborg, 
enjoying  the  hospitalities  of  the  Danes. 

M'Clintoek  refers,  itjirojtas  of  his  own  experience,  to  a  whaler,  whose  vessel,  nipi)ed 
in  the  ice,  was  lost  in  little  less  time  than  it  takes  to  tell  the  story.  "  Jt  was  a  beautifid 
morning;  they  had  almost  reached  the  North  Water,  and  were  anticijjating  a  very  successful 
voyage;  the  steward  had  just  reported  breakfast  ready,  when  Captain  Dcuchars,  seeing 
the  Hoes  closing  together  ahead  of  the  ship,  remained  on  deck  to  see  her  pass  safely  between 
them.  IJut  they  closed  too  (piickly;  the  vessel  was  aliiin-sl  through  when  the  jioints  of  ice 
caught  her  sides,  abreast  of  the  mizen-mast,  and,  ]>assing  through,  held  the  wre<k  up  lor 
a  few  minutes,  liarely  long  enough  for  the  crew  to  escape  and  save  their  boats !  I'oor 
Deuchars  thus  suddenly  lost  his  breakfast  and  his  ship;  within  h'd  iniindfs  her  royal  yards 
disajjpeared  beneath  the  surface.''  The  vessel  was  a  strong  one,  supposed  to  lie  exaetly 
adapted  iVn-  whaling,  but  the  powerful  nip  she  received  was  too  much  for  her.  The  FoXy 
in  spite  of  her  long  imprisonment,  was  far  more  fortunate. 
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Tmk  Last  Tkaiks, 

^fl'lintock's  Summer  Kxplorutions-The  Second  Winter  -SledgiiiK  I'arties-Snow  Huts— Near  the  MnMrnctio  Polo— Meeting 
with  Ksiiuinmux— Franklin  Itelies  obtained— Objoetion  of  Es(iuitniiux  to  Sjicak  of  the  Dead  -  llobson's  Uiseoverj-  of 
tlic  Kranklin  lieeords— Kale  of  tlie  Krdnis  and  Terror  l,ai-,i.'e  Qnaiility  of  llclles  I'mcliased  from  the  Natives— Tlie 
i^keleton  on  tlte  Heacli-Kale  of  C'l'ozicr's  I'arty— "As  they  Fell  they  Died  '-'I'lie  Hi  conl  at  Point  Victory  lioal  witli 
Ilunum  Iteinains  Discovered  -Tlie  Wrecks  never  Seen  Helnrn  of  tlie  /•'o.i-ltilics  since  Itecovcred  by  Americans  — 
J. lent.  Scliwatka's  Ucscarches  and  Discoveries. 

DciiiXG  the  summer  of  lS,"-8  ^rCliutock  made  several  detailed  examinations  of  Eclipse 
Sound,  Pond's  Hay,  Peel  Strait,  Regent's  Inlet,  and  Bellot  Strait,  without  discovering 
the  faintest  trace  of  the  lost  party.  The  Fcr  was  again  to  winter  in  tlie  .Vrctic — this  time 
however,  under  favourable  circumstances — Port  Kennedy,  a  harljoiir  of   liellot   Strait,  being 
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seloctod.  The  oarly  winter  ol'  1S,')S-!)  passed  away  without  any  iK-eiirrcneos  of  groat  Im- 
portance, tlio  sliij)  hein^'  safely  phiced  and  tlie  crew  still  well  provisioned.  One  inipoitant 
nienilier  of  the  exjjedition,  jNlr.  Brand,  the  chief  engineer,  died  of  apoplexy  on  Novenihcr 
7th,  and,  in  conseiiuenee,  M'Clintock  himself  had,  at  a  later  period,  nut  merely  to  navigate 
the  vessel,  Init   to  manage  the  engines. 

Again  their  Christmas  was  spent   in  the  happiest  manner,  and,  says  M'Clintock,  "with 
n  degree  of    loyalty   to  the   good  old  English   custom  at   once  spirited   and  refreshing.     All 
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the  good  things  which  could  possibly  he  collected  together  ajjpeared  ufWH  the  snow-white 
deal  tables  of  the  men  as  the  oflioers  and  myself  walked,  by  invitation,  round  the  lower 
deck.  ^'enison,  l)eer,  and  a  fresh  supply  of  clay  pipes,  appeared  to  l)e  the  most  nrizcd 
luxuries;  but  the  abundance  and  variety  of  the  eatables,  tastefully  laid  out,  were  such  as 
well  might  support  the  delusion  which  all  seemed  desirous  of  imposing  ni)on  themselves — 
c.  ..t  they  were  in  a  land  of  plenty — in  fact,  alf  bitt  at  home !  "We  contributed  a  lan'-e 
cheese  and  some  preserves,  and  candles  superseded  the  ordinary  smok}'  lamps.  With  so 
many  comforts,  and  the  existence  of  so  much  gennine  good  feeling,  their  evening  was  a 
joyous  one,  enlivened  also  by  songs  and  music."  Without,  the  scene  was  widely  different. 
A  fierce  nor'-wester  liowled  through  the  rigging,  the  snow-drift  rustled  swiftly  past,  no  star 
appeared  through  the  oppressive  gloom,  and  the   thermometer  varied  between  7G-  and  80" 
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Ijchnc  l/ir  firrciii;/  pniiit.  .At  one  lime  it  was  iinj)ossil)lL'  to  visit  tlic  niiiiiiirlic  Dliscrviitory, 
alfliniiyh  only  ~lli  y;irtls  distant,  and  wi'.'i  a  ih])o  strctclu'd  al«>ni,>-,  hrcast  lii^'li,  iipun  ]i(i|i's 
lilt'  wlmlf  \va\-.  Alter  making'  ail  ]irii]ii'r  arrann't'iiiciits,  .M'Cliiituck  and  ^  oiiMy  started  niit 
(ill  Feliruary  17tli,  in  dilTeinit  direetiiins,  with  <ledye»i  antl  searching'  parties.  'Die  mid  was 
iiitciiso  :  (111  the  l^tii  the  therniuiiieter  re^^'istered  1^"  (S()^  lieluw  I'ree/iny)  ;  niul  even  the 
pdur  duns  t'tdt  tile  elTef  ts,  tiieir  i'eet  l)eeiiniinLi'  lame  and  sure  iu  cuiise<|iienee  id'  the  hardiiesss 
ul'  the  siiiiw. 

We  are  iinw  apprnai'liiny  the  t/i'/ioii/itcii/ — the  eliniax  (d'  the  paini'ul  story  wliieh  tells 
us  oi'  the  >ad  I'ate  of  two  whole  >lii]i>'  e.  inpaiiies  amid  liie  peril-  and  horror  nf  tlie  I'rozeli 
seas.  We  eaiinot  do  l)etter  than  present  the  narrative  tor  the  most  part  in  the  o'raphie  words 
if  M'Clititoek.  "On  the  1st  of  .March,"  he  writes,  "we  halted  to  oiieamj)  at  alioiit  the 
position  of  the  .Mai^iu'tie  I'ole,  lor  110  eairii  remains  to  mark  the  spot.  I  had  almo-t 
eoneluded  that  my  journey  would  prove  to  he  a  work  of  labour  in  vain,  lieeaiise  hitherto  no 
traces  of  l']s(|uimaux  hatl  heeii  met  with,  ami  in  eonseipienee  ol'  I'le  reduced  state  of  our 
j)rovisions  and  the  wretched  condition  of  the  ]poor  doys — six  out  of  the  llfteeii  Iieiny  (piito 
useless — 1   eoiild  only  advance  one  more  march. 

"  Hut  we  had  done  notiiin<,f  more  than  look  (i/uuk/  ;  when  we  halted  and  turned  round, 
yreat  indeed  was  my  suiprise  and  joy  to  see  lour  men  walkinj;'  after  us.  I'eterseii  and  I 
immediately  luicklcd  mi  our  revolvers,  and  advanced  to  meet  them.  The  natives  halted, 
aiaile  fast  their  doo^^j  hdd  down  their  s)iears,  and  received  us  without  any  evidence  vi 
surprise. 

"We  Lfave  them  to  understand  that  we  were  anxious  to  barter  with  them,  and  very 
cautiously  approached  the  real  object  of  uur  \isit.  A  naval  button  upon  one  of  tlii'ir 
dresses  all'ordi'd  the  oi)portunity ;  it  came,  they  said,  from  soMic  wliiti'  ]ieople  wiio  were 
-tarxt'd  upon  an  island  where  there  are  salmon  (that  is,  in  a  ri\t'r',  and  that  the  iron  of 
which  their  knives  were  made  came  from  the  same  place.  One  of  these  nu'ii  said  he  had 
been  to  the  island  to  obtain  wood  and  iron,  but  none  of  them  had  seen  the  white  men. 
.\iiother  man  had  been  to  '  Mi-wil-lik '  (IJepulse  Uay),  and  counted  on  his  lino'cis  seven 
iiidiviiluals  of   Kac's  ]iarty  whom   he  remembered   havini;'  seen. 

"  De-pite  the  ii'ale  which  howled  outside,  wv  spent  a  comfortable  nii^'lit  in  our  roomy  hut. 

"Next  morning'  the  entire  villa^'e  population  arrived,  amountiui;'  to  about  bn'ty-live 
souls,  from  ai^'cd  ])eople  to  infants  in  arms,  and  barterini'-  commenced  very  liriskly.  First 
of  all  we  purchased  all  the  relics  of  the  lost  expedition,  eonsistinty  of  six  silver  s)>oons  and 
forks,  a  silver  medal  the  property  of  Mr.  A.  McDonald,  assistant  suryeon,  part  of  a  "'old 
cliain,  several  buttons,  and  knives  made  of  the  iron  and  wood  of  the  wreck  ;  also  bows  and 
•arrows  constructed  of  materials  obtained  from  tlic  same  source,  ilavinn'  secured  these,  we 
]uirchased  a  few  fro/en  salmon,  some  seal's  bluliber,  and  venison,  but  could  nut  prevail 
upon  them  to  part  with  more  than  one  of  their  line  dot^s.  One  of  their  sledo-es  was  made 
of  two  stout    ]iiect's  of  wood,  which  mij4'lit  have  been  a  lioat's  keel. 

"  All  the  old  ]>eople  recollected  the  visit   of  the  J'/f/my.     An  old  man  told  me  his  name 
was  '  Oolilooria.'      I   recollected   that   Sir  -Tames   Hoss  had  emjiloyed  a   man  of  that   name  as 
a    <;uide,  and    reminded   him   of   it;     he    was,  in    fact,  the    same   individual,  and    he   iiK^uired 
after  Sir  James  by  his   Ks(|uimaux  name  of  '  Ajrg'luo'o'a.' 
109 
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(liri'ct    answer    was   liivt-n,    Imt    his    tlanylitcr  was  pointwl  out    t 
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IVtorscn    1'^  |ilaiiii'(l   in   nn>  thai    tlicv    dn    nut    hkc    alhnlini;'    in    any    way    to    tlic    drad,    ji:il 

that,  a<  my  (|iii'sti(>n  was  mA   answcivd,  it   was  certain  the  man  was  n<)  hmt^iT  amoiiyst  tho 
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Al'ClintdcU  ri'tnriifil  tn  the  /■''.*■,  liavini^-  travelled  l;!(l  miU's  in  tlieir  twenty-live  days' 
ahsenoo,  ami  havinj,'  also  comiiletiMl  the  survey  of  the  coast  lino  oi'  continental  Amei'ica, 
tlierel)y  adtlinj;'  ahont  1:2(1  miles  to  onr  charts.  On  rcachiny  tiie  jship  the  crew  was  nt 
once  as>end)lcd,  an<l  the  iid'oiinalion  ohtaiiieil  laid  liel'orc  the  men,  M'C'linloeli  pointinji' 
out  that  one  of  the  ships  still  remained  unacconiited  lor,  and  that  they  nni>t  carry  out  to 
the   I'mU  all  the  projected  liims  of  s.-arch. 
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.several  sled^v    jonrneys    to    the   various  depi'its   previously   mi 
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visions   deposited    there,    the    seanli    was    resumed,    M'Clinloek    and    Ilidjs'.'n    leading    t 
parties  in  diil'erent  directions. 
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On  their  return    M'Clintock    writes   as    Toll 
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UIK 


ler    date    of  J 


une 


Ith:— "I    liav( 


visited    .Montreal    Island,  completed    the   exploration  and  circuit   of  Kiiio'   William's    Island, 
passin.o'  on  foot  through  the  only  feasible  North-west   l'assa<;'e  ;  hut  all  this  is  as  nothing  to 
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i\  The  sole  ol)je(t  of  our 
voyage  has  at  length  Iieen  completed,  and  we  anxiously  await  the  time  when  escape  from 
these  bleak  regions  will  become  practicable." 

On  April  riOth  two  families  of  the  same  people  previously  encountered  at  Cape  A'ictor 


la 


er    mucli   aiixiou- 


were    found    in    their   snow  huts    upon    the   ice.     M'Clintock    says: — "Aft 

iiKpiiry  we  learned  that  two  ships  had  been  seen  by  the  natives  of  Kiii^' ^Villialn's    Is-land 


one  o 


f  them  was  seen  to  sink  in  deep  water,  and  nothing  was  obtained  from  her,  a  circ 


nni- 


stanee  at  which  they  expressed  much  regret  ;  but  the  other  was  forced  on  shore  by  the 
ico,  where  they  sujjpose  she  still  remains,  but  is  much  broken.  From  this  ship  they  have 
obtained  most  of   their   wood,    See.,    and    Oot-loo-lik    is    the    name   of   the    place   where   she 
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For 


meriv    man 


y    natives   lived    there,    now    very    few    remain.     All    the   natives    liavi 


obtained  i)lenty  of  wood. 

"The  most  of  this  information  was  given  us  by  the  young  man  who  sold  the 
Unife.  Old  Oo-na-lee,  who  drew  the  rough  chart  for  me  in  ^rarch  to  show  where  the 
ship  sank,  now  answered  our  questions  respecting  the  one  forced  on  .shore;  not  a 
syllable  about  her  did  he  mention  on  the  former  occasion,  although  we  asked  whether 
they  knew  of  only  one  ship.  I  think  he  would  willingly  have  kept  us  in  ignorance  of 
a  wreck  being  upon  their  coast.s,  and  that  the  young  man  unwittingly  made  it  known 
to  us. 

"The  latter  also  told  us  that  the  body  of  a  man  was  found  on  board  the  ship;  that 
lie  must  have  been  a  very  large  man,  and  had  long  teeth:  this  is  all  be  recollected  having 
been  told,  for  he  was  (piite  a  child  at  the  time. 

"•  They  both  told  us  it  was  in  the  fall  of  the  year — that  is,  August  or  September — • 
when  the  ships  were  destroyed;  that  all  the  white  people  went  away  to  the  'large  river,' 
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tiikinur   a   hoat    or   hoats   wilh    th^m,  an^I    tliaf    in    liie    rcllowiiiir  winter   tlicir    imnes  woro 
liiiiinl    there.''* 


( );i    Mav  (til,  1u   aviiid 


■  UuW' 


liii(liii'-s,  tiie  piirly  eoiiMiieiieeil  iiiM-Jit   maivhiiiy.     Crossi 


nil 


ov.T  friiii  .Matl\  l^laml  tnw  irds  tiie  Kiml;-  \\  illiain's  Uiaml  siidre,  tiiey  iniiiiime<|  their 
iinivli  sdiithward  until  niiiliiinht,  wiieii  they  had  the  j^ooil  rortune  to  ari'ive  at  an  inliahiletl 
>-:iiiw  villan'.'.  'I'hcy  halteil  at  a  iitthi  distance,  and  pitched  their  tent,  tlie  ln'tter  to  secure 
saiall    artich's    rroui    \K''u\ir   stideii    whilst    tli  v   hartcred   witii    tiicin.     .M'Clintocli   purchased 


li'oin    them    six    jticces    of   silwr   plate  heariiii^'    the    crests 


111' 


initials   of    Franklin,  ( 'ro/ier, 


l'\iiiliohiie,  and    McD.iiiaid  ;   thev  al 


tiieni  hciws  iind  arrows  of   lliiii'lish  wimhIs,  unifnrin 


and  other  liuttoiis,  and    nlTereil    a   heavv    sled^'e    made    of    two    short    stout    pieces  of    <'Uivcd 


uooil,   whicli   im   nirie   hoat    could   have    fi.rnished   them  \s 


ith  ;   hut    this,  of  coin's. ',  could  not 


lie   taken   away  ;  the  silver  siiooiis   ai 
iiirrative  cuntin'U's  : — 


d    forks  were    readilv  sold    I'it  four   needles  eacli.     Tin 


llaviiiLf  ohtaiiieil  all   th"  relies  they  possessed,   I   purchased  some  seal's   tlcsli,  liluhhei, 


ro/.en    venism,  < 


iriel    and    IVii/en    sain 


Mil,   and   sold   .';onie  i  I'  i.iy    puppii's, 


'i'l 


I'V   tdlil   us   it 


was  live  days'  journey  to  the  wroek^one  day  up  the  inlet  still  in  sight,  and  lour  day- 
nverlanil  :  this  woiilil  carry  them  to  thu  western  coast  of  Kiiijjf  AVilliam's  Laml  ;  they  added 
liiat  hut  little  now  remained  of  the  wreck  which  was  accessible,  their  countrymen  havinir 
■r.irried  aim  ■>!  cverythiuff  away.  In  answer  to  an  iiupiiry,  they  si'd  she  was  without 
masts;  the  ipiesli"ii  yave  rise  to  some  lauj^htcr  anioiij^st  them,  and  they  s]inke  to  each 
m   which    Petersen    thouu'ht    thev   had    hurnt    the    masts    ihrituiili   clo^e 


.ither    aoout   Jirf,    iVu 

to  the  deck   in  order  to  iri  t  them  down. 
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11  liiiiik^,   they  said,  hut  all  have  lono-  ac^o  been  destroyed  hy  tliL 


vveather.  'I'lie  ship  was  forced  on  shore  in  the  fall  of  the  year  hy  ice.  Sin.'  had  not  heen 
visited  durinji'  this  jKist  winter,  and  an  old  woman  and  a  boy  were  shown  to  us  who  wero 
tlie  last  to  visit   the  wreck;   they  saiil   they  ha<l  heen  at  it   during'  the   winter  of   l'sr)7-S. 

"  I'eterscn  (piestioiied  the  woman  (dosely,  and  she  seemed  anxious  to  j^'ivo  all  the  in- 
furmation  in  her  ])o\v(.r.  She  said  many  of  the  white  men  drojiped  hy  the  way  as  they 
went  to  the  (ireat  River;  that  some  of  them  were  hiiried  and  some  were  not.  They  did 
not  themselves  witness  this,  hut  discovered  their  bodies  diirinu'  the  winter  fidlowin^'." 

Ilaviiid-  examined  ^^<lll•l•eal  and  Kin^-  William's  Island,  they  startc  i  on  the  return 
i.iuniey.  After  tluve  weeks'  travel  M'Clinto(;k  continues: — "We  were  now  ujinii  the  shore 
aloiii;'  whiili  the  retreatiiii;'  crews  must  have  marched,  ^fy  sledges,  ol  i  oiirsc,  travelled 
tijion  the  sea-ice  close  along  the  shore;  and  although  the  de|)tli  of  snow  which  covered  the 
beach  deprived  us  of  almost  every  hope,  yet  we  ke|>t  a  very  sharp  look-iait  fo'-  traces;  nor 
were  we  unsuceessfnl.  Shortly  after  midnight  of  the  ;i.')tli  of  -May,  wdien  slowly  walking 
along    a    gravel    ridge    near  tiie    hea(di,  which    the  winds    ke})t    partially  bare   of    snow,   I 
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*  f'onjt  I'tuio  is  pnliaits  wron'j;  iit  tin's  i"iint,  Imt  tlie  iiiiiiifiil  tliiiiij.'lit  has  often  oicuncd  to  tlu'  wiltc^r  tliiit  tlio 
Ewiuiniiiux,  not  Mlways  ([iiitc  so  innocent  us  some  writers  wonM  have  lis  lielicve,  were  the  niiinlrreis  of  soiix 
at  least  of  tlip  enfeelileil  jiarty.  liroken  down  liy  staivation,  and  exhausted  by  painful  travel,  tlu'y  would  he  an 
easy  jirey  to  the  hanly  natives,  whose  euiiidity  luiiiht  he  exeiteil  hy  the  many  useful  iitieles  they  jiossesscd.  AVe 
have  hefore  seen  how  Franklin  was  ni'aily  invidved  in  a  serious  frm-iu:  with  those  jieoiile,  and  in  later  days  it  is  on 
record  that  Dr.  Hayes,  the  Amcriean  explorer,  discovered  a  jdot  for  the  destruction  of  his  party. 
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ciiiiit'  ii|i<>n  :i  liinn;ii>  sIm'Ii'Ioii,  |iartlv  cxiitiHcil,  wiili  lirrc  ami  tlici'i;  a  lew'  Ini^'iiieiitH  of 
clotliiii^;  ii|)|u'nriiiy  tlinniy'li  tin-  simw.  Tim  >.Ui'Ii  ton  — now  |M'il'c<tly  lili'aflii-il  -wiis  lyiiijf 
n|»iii  it-i  lace,  llic  liinl'f  ami  smalliT  Imin-i  oilliir  ilis> 'vcicd  nr  i^iiawi'tl  away  I'V  >«iiiull 
aiiiiiiaU. 

"A  iiiiiwl  can'liil  ixaiiiinatiiiii  i>\  tin'  s|iiil  was,  ni'  ciiiirxf,  iiiatli',  tin'  khow  iviuovimI,  ami 
I'Vcn  scrap  nl'  clKtliinj^^  ^atlicrt'd  up.  A  piMkct-linnk  alTnrili'il  Hti'mi^f  yriMiiiils  lor  Iiup«>  that 
Hoiiic  iiil'orinalioii  ini;>'lit  lif  siiliscipu'iitly  olilaiiinl  rispcctiiiir  tin'  iitil<>rliii)ati'  nvMirr  aiul 
llic  <  alainiloii<;  inarcli  of  tin'  lost  crows,  Inil  at  liic  tiiiu*  it  wa-i  IVn/i'ii  liaiil.  'I'lic  siilistamc 
of  thai  which  wc  ylcam-'l   upon   the  spot   may  thus  l)c  summed   up;  — 

"  This  victim  was  a  youii}'  man,  slig'hlly  Ixiilt,  and  perhaps  above  the  eommoti  hcioht  ; 
the  dress  appeared  to  l.e  that  of  a  steward  or  ollicer's  scr\ant ,  tie  loose  l»o\v-kiiot    in  which 
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liis  neclv-handUerchief  was  tied  not  bein;^  used  liy  ofHcers  or  seamen.  In  every  particular 
the  dress  conlirmed  our  conjectures  as  to  his  rank  or  olliee  in  the  late  expedition — the  lilue 
jacket  witli  slashed  sleeves  and  braided  odying',  and  the  pilot-cloth  n'reat-coat  with  plain 
covered  buttons.  We  fouml  a  clothes-brush  near  and  a  horn  pocket -comli.  This  poor 
man  seems  to  have  selected  the  bare  ridge-top  as  affording'  the  least  tiresome  walking,  and 
to  have  fallen  on   his  fai'c  in   the  ]iosition   in  which  we  found  him. 

"  It  was  a  melancholy  truth  that  the  old  woman  spoke  when  she  .said,  'They  fell  down 
and  died  as  they  walked  alono'.' 

''  1  do  not  think  the  l']s(piimaux  had  discovered  this  skeleton,  or  they  would  have 
carried  olT  the  brush  and  comb.  Snper-t  itiou  ]ircvent>  them  from  disturbing  their  own  dead, 
but  would  not  keep  them  from  a]>propriatino'  the  projK'rty  of  the  white  man,  if  in  any  way 
n.seful  to  them.  Or.  llae  olitained  a  piece  of  tlannel  marked  '  K.  I).  \  .,  \>i\i>,'  from  the 
Es(|uimaux  of  Uoothia  or  Repulse  Bay;  it  had  doubtless  been  a  part  of  poor  Des  \'a'ux's 
garments." 

It  is  impossible  with  the  space  at  command  to  give  in  detailed  form  the  interesting 
narrative  of  ^T'Clintoek's  and  Ilobson's  careful  explorations.     "  The  \'oyage  of  the  Fo.i"  should 
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111'  lOii.l  in  tlif  orijfiiiiil  liy  nil  iiit.'n'>tfil  in  Antic  uilvi'iiliii'it,  I'-.r  llu'  nindcsi  aixl  ijrii|.liir 
ni'piumf  ,,\'  it  irivi'K  liy  M't'lmtixk  lifars  tlic  iiii|iitNs  til'  ali^nlnt.-  trutli,  willicnit  tlic  sli;;lii, -I 
alli'iii|'(    at    liiif  writing  nr  cMiyifiTatiMii. 

Aliniit  twi'lvu  inili'H  t'rniii  C.ip.'  Iln-ili.l  .M  ('linlM.k  f..uii(|  a  siiiall  (aim,  Idiilt  liy 
llfilNnii's  |>ai'(y,  ami  <'i)iitaiiiii.;,'  a  iinti-  \\,v  i||,.  .niiimaiiiliT.  Il'  liaij  r.iulioil  tins,  Iii<4  extn-iiio 
[Miiiil,  six  (lavft  iir('vinii(.|y,  witlii.iit  liaviiiLr  si-cii  aiiUliiii|Lr  "f  tlu-  wrotk  <>r  ..f  nalivi's,  lnit 
111-   h.i.l   I'niihil  a   roc(.nl--tIi.'  ivc.nl,  so   anlontly  soiii;lit    \'>>r,  nl'    llif    Fiaiiidiii    I'xitcilitidii  — 


ing,  and 


]f^^*°°^'"""'i.\Triiii-ii    .jjiuL--i:"ii—i       immtAiii 

um.ii  ^   luiiiii.iir   iiAi  K   iiY    iiii;   iuanki.in   >i;ai;i  ii   lAniiiiinN. 

at     Point     Victory,     on    li,.      .  .,itli-wost    coast     of     Kini;'     William's    Land.        It     read    as 
iullow.-i : — 

"  '■.>.'s//<  .If.,;/,  lsi7._Il,>r    .siiips  Hn'.ii.y  nii.l  T'iror  witilri-cil  in  \\u-  '],■,■  in  lit.  7(i-  O.j  N.,  luiiir.  ;iS''  ■j:r  W, 
"' Il.ivini,'  winti'iv.l,   in  |s|(',.7,   at    l;..(liiy  I.-!,mil,   in   lit.  71''  i:;    lis'    N'..   l..n-   HP    ;5'.»'  LV  \V.,  afli.T  Iiavinjr 
IS  .n.li'd  Wi'llini^ton  "1:.   '.n.  1  tn  lat.  77'-'.  .in'l  ivtiinir.l  l.y  the  wist  >i,I,.  ,,f  ( '..rnwalli^  Isim.l, 
'••All  well. 
"  '  I'Mity,  ciinsistiii!^;  oi  two  odi,  rrs  an.l  >ix  mm,  lift  tli"  >hiii.son  Mumlay,  211/1  .May,  1^17. 

'■  •  (iM.    (ioUR,    liiillt. 

'"CiiAs.  F.  I)i:s  Viii  X,  Miii-: 

''Had  tlii.s  been  all,  it  Would  have  Immmi  tlie  n'mrd  of  a  o-rand  success.  But,  alas! 
round  tlio  mai',i,''in  of  tiic  iiajicr  ujion  which  Lieutenant  (ioro,  in  1)SI7,  wrote  those  words 
of  hoiH'  and   promise  another  had  sid)sequently  written  the  followiii"'  words: — 


I 


J.  r 


I 

i 


i 


I  >'■ 


i( 


.•50 


Till-;  si; A. 


.Ipril   ■2r,//,,  ISIS.— H.M.  sliips  7; 


1(1   /./ 


lliis,   liaviii''  Ipciii  1m 


I't    smci 


I'.'tli   S.'iit'  imIm  r.    ISk;.     T1 


i'i>niiii:in( 


1  uf  C'iiiit:iiii  V.  K.  M.  t'lo/iir,  lanil^il  hrrc  in  lit.  li'J'-' 


vt':v  (kscitc  1  (in  the  QJiid  A]iril,  live  1(  a^'iics  NNW.  of 
:  (illi((is  and  crows,  ((insisliui;  (if  10.)  mhiN,  un(l(  r  tiic 
I  J  ',  Ion-   'JH"  ir  W.     Sir  .Icliii  Franklin  died  on 


till.'  1  nil  .lunc.  IS  17  ;  and  tiiu  total  loss  by  deaths  in  thu  cxiicdilion  has  hiin,  to  this  date,  nint;  olli( xrs  and  lil'tirn  nici 


iSi'MU'd 


I'.   l;.   M.  (' 


Ja.mi:s  I'n/.i.vMF.s 


"  '  ('.ijitaiii,  and  Scni(.ir  OniC(^r. 
And  ."-tart  (on    to-morrow,  ■JlUli,  fur 


Biuk's  Fish  Hivcr. 
Ill  the  sliort 


)i  t\vcl\ 


itlis  ll 


li'iil  had  ll 


Captain  H.M  S.  /wiid 


l'"raiik 


111  llic  short  spaco  01  iwclve  months  Ikiw  iiKnirniiil  Had  liL't-onu'  \i\v  liistoiy  nl  I'ranUli!)  s 
oxpcditidii  !  lidw  (•liaiii"'Ovl  I'roin  tlic  ciici'iriil  '  All  wi'll '  uf  (jrahani  How  !  'I'ho  sjirin^  dl' 
1817  1(11111(1  tlieiii  within  niiioty  iiiili's  of  the  kiKiwii  sea  oft"  the  coast  of  Aiin'iica ;  ami  lo 
iiiou  \vh(j  had  already,  in  two  reasons,  saik' 1  over  oHll  miles  of  jirevioiisly  iiiicxjilorod  waters, 
]i<nv  eontideiit  iniibit  they  have  then  felt  that  that  fortheumiiii^  iiavigahlc  seasdii  df  l.SIT 
would  see  their  shijis  pass  over  so  slmrt  an  iiit.'rveniiij^  sjiace !  It  was  ruled  otherwise. 
Within  a  month  after  Lientenant  Gore  plaecd  the  reeord  on  Point  Vietory  the  nuieh-lnved 
leader  of  the  expedition,  Sir  John  Franklin,  was  dead  ;  and  the  following-  sprini;'  found 
Captain  Cro/ier,  upon  whom  the  cdinmaiid  had  devolved,  at  Kind- ^Villialn's  Land,  eiideavoiirind- 
to  save  his  starviny  men,  Ul5  souls  in  all,  IVdin  a  terrilile  death,  Isy  retreatini;'  to  the 
Hudson's  Hay  territories  up  the  15ack  nr  (ireat  Fish  Kiver. 

"  A  sad  tale  was  never  told  in  fewer  Wdrds.  There  is  somcthino-  deejily  touching'  in 
their  extreme  simplicity,  and  they  show  in  the  strongest  manner  that  hdth  the  leaders  oi 
this  retreating'  j)ai'ty  were  actuated  hy  the  kd'tiest  sense  of  duty,  and  met  with  calinness  and 
decision  tlio  fearful  alternative  of  a  last  hdld  ^trug'-gle  for  life  rather  than  perish  without 
effort  on  hoard  their  ships.  ^Ve  well  know  that  the  J-^re'iits  and  Terror  were  only  2>rovisionetl 
up  to  July,  18  IS." 

IM'Clintock  reached  the  western  extremity  of  King  "William's  Island  on  ^Fay  ■X\h\\,  and 
on  the  following  day  encamped  alongside  a  de.>^erted  boat  of  considerable  si/e,  which  had 
already  been  examined  by  Ilobson,  who  had  left  a  note.  A  (piantity  of  tattered  cidthing,  &c., 
remained  near  it. 

"But,"  savs  M'Clintock,  "all  these  were  after  observations;  there  was  that  in  the 
bdat  that  transfixed  us  with  awe,  namely,  i>orti<ins  of  two  human  skeletons.  One  was 
tl'.at  of  a  slight  young  jierson  ;  the  dther  of  a  large,  strdUgly-made,  initldle-aged  man.  The 
former  was  found  in  the  bow  of  the  bnat,  but  in  too  much  distiirbeil  a  state  to  enable 
Ilobson  to  judge  whether  the  sufferer  had  died  there;  large  and  powerfid  animals,  pro- 
b.ddy  wolves,  had  destroyed  much  of  this  skeletdU,  which  may  have  been  that  df  an  dilicer. 

Near  it  we  found   the    fragment    of   a    ]'air   of   worked  slijjpers Besides   these 

slipjiers  there  were  a  ])air  of  small,  sti-diig,  shooting  half-boots.  The  dther  skeleton  was 
in  a  somewhat  more  perfect  statet,  and  was  enveloped  with  clothes  and  furs ;  it  lay  across 
the  boat,  under  the  after  thwart.  Close  besiile  it  were  found  live  watches;  and  there 
were    tv.-o    doiible-ljarrelled   guns— one  barrel    in   each    loaded    and    cocked — standing  muzzle 

*  There   \nv  sliflht  Jiscn  jiam  ie»   in   tlic   ahovc    records,   winch,   liowcvrr,   as    (an  ho    nadily  understood,  wci'i' 
made  in  the  huny  and  excitement  of  the  moment. 

t  No  part  of  the  skull  of  cither  skeleton  was  found,   with  the  e.\    jitiun  only  of  IIk;  lower  ;aw  of  ea'h. 


MOliH    KKI.ICS. 


MIAViinls  iii''iiiiist  tlio  Ixiat'ri  side.  It  ni;iy  Ik-  iiiiiiniiicd  with  what  ihrp  intoivst  thesi-  siid 
ivlic's  were  scrutiiiis^ed,  and  liow  anxiously  every  iVan'ineiit  ul'  clcitliinn'  was  turned  over  in 
seareh  of  jioeket.s  and  luieket-hooks,  journals,  or  even  names.  Fivi-  or  six  small  liouks  were 
lound,  all  el'  them  Seriptural  or  devotional  works,  exi'cpt  the  '  Viear  of  ^\  akdield.'  Oi'.e 
little  honk,  'Christian  Melodies/  here  an  inseriplion  on  the  titlo-paye  Iroin  tiie  donor  to 
(jr.  G.  (Ciraliani  Goro?).  A  small  IJilile  contained  numerous  maroiual  notes  and  whole 
[lassao'e-;  underlined.  Besides  these  hooks,  the  covers  of  a  New  Testanu'nt  and  I'rayer  IJui  k 
were  found. 

■' Amon^'st  an  ama/.injjf  quantity  of  clothing-  there  were  seven  or  eight  [)airs  of  hoots 
of  various  kinds — cloth  winter  boots,  sea-boots,  heavy  ankle-boots,  and  strong  shoes.  I 
noted  that  there  were  silk  handkerchiel's — black,  white,  and  ligured — towels,  soaji,  sjiongi', 
tooth-brush,  and  hair-combs;  macintosh  gun-eovur  marked  outside  with  paint  A  1:2,  and 
lined  with  black  cloth.  Besides  these  articles  we  found  twine,  nails,  saws,  files,  bristles, 
wax-ends,  sailmakers'  palms,  i)owdc.',  bullets,  shot,  cartridges,  wads,  leather  cartridge-case, 
knives — clasp  and  dinner  ones — needle  and  thread  cases,  slow-match,  several  bayonet- 
scabbards  cut  down  into  knife-sheaths,  two  rolls  of  sheet-lead,  and,  in  short,  a  ((uanlity 
of  articles  of  one  deseri[ttion  and  another  truly  astonishing  in  variety,  and  such  as,  for 
the  most  l>art,  modern  sledge-travellers  in  these  regions  would  consider  a  mere  accunudation 
(jf    dead  weiglit,  but    slightly  useful,  and   very  likely  to    break    down    the    strength  of    the 


sle;lge  crews. 


"The  only  provisions  we  could  find  were  tea  and  chocolate:  of  the  former  very  little 
remained,  but  there  were  nearly  forty  pounils  of  the  latter.  These  articles  alone  could 
never  sui)port  life  in  such  a  climate,  and  we  found  neither  biscuit  nor  meat  of  any  kin.', 
A  portion  of  tobacco,  and  an  empty  pemmican-tin  cajiable  of  coidainin>^  twenty-two 
jjonnds  weight,  were  discovered.  The  tin  was  marked  with  an  E;  it  had  probably  belonged 
to  the  Ki-fljn.'i.  None  of  the  fuel  originally  brought  from  the  ships  remained  in  or  about 
th  •  b;)at,  b'lt  there  was  no  lack  of  it,  for  a  drift-tree  was  lying  on  the  beacli  close  at  hand, 
and  had  the  jiarty  been  in  need  of  fuel  they  would  have  used  the  paddles  and  Ij.ittom 
boaids  of  the  boat."  In  the  after  part  of  the  boat  twenty-six  i)ieces  of  plate — spoons  and 
forks — were  found,  bearing  the  crests  or  initials  of  Franklin  and  his  oliieers.  The  reader 
can  see  all  these  inferestinjj^  relics  at  Greenwich  Hospital,  and  he  will  hardly  examine  them 
without  dropping  a  tear  at  the  remembranees  they  recall. 

Although  M'Clintoek  and  Ilobson  \n\i  forth  almost  superhuman  effort  to  discover  the 
wrecks,  they  were  never  found,  and  the  probability  is  that  they  had  broken  up  and  wen- 
carried  to  sea  at  the  disruption  of  the  ice. 

The  .\rctie  medal  wis  awarded  to  all  the  oflieers  and  crew  of  the  /''».'•,  and  one  of  the 
first  uses  made  by  the  men  of  their  pay  was  to  purchase  for  Cajftain  M'Cliidock  a  hand- 
some gold  chronometer.     The  brave  explorer  also  received  the  honour  of  knighthood. 

Since  the  final  determination  of  poor  Fraid<lin's  fate  by  M'Clintoek  a  number  of 
other  relics  have  been  recovered,  in  all  cases  by  Americans.  In  Captain  Hall's  two  expedi- 
tions in  1SC()-|S(!:2,  and  ISGi- 18G!>,  the  spot  was  discovered  where  the  hand  of  survivors 
made  their  last  camp.  In  lS7:i,  and  again  in  IS77,  two  ice-bound  American  whalers 
— Captains   I'otter  and  Barry — brought  back  articles  of  plate  bearinjj  the  arms  and  initials 


w 


•M 


THE   SEA. 


of    Franklin,    Cpi/icr,    and     Fit/.jainc-:,  ami    TjiciiU'iiant    SrliwatUa    in     JSSO   found    a    nudalj 
]inrtions  of   lioats,   ntcnsils,  rldlhini;',  i<cc.,  Imt    no  writtrn   rcrnrd  except  a  eippy  <>f  tin'  <.ine  dis 
covereil  liy  Lieutenant    lldlis.iu.      (inivcs  wni'  fuund    in  many  plaees   aloiin'  the  enast,  marked 
l)y  hea]>-  of  stones  whii-li  sunie  ol'   the  gallant  liand    iiad   rn/i-ti'd  over  their   I'alleii   eom]'anions. 


('ilAlTl.l!     \\V. 

Kank's    .\1i.m(ii;aiii.i:    I'ixriiniTio.v. 
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Dr.  KaiK-'s  Kxpcdiiioii  -  His  sliorl  l)Ui  rvinlhil  c.inir  1 1.  |iai-:inv  of  l\iv  .tilcdKcc  DaiiKPrs  of  tlio  Vnya^'c  (ii-iiicliii>.' Ire  - 
AiiKiiiu'  Ihc  Hci-Ks  A  Cld-c  Sliavc  Ni|ipiiii,"^  'riic  Hiil,'  Idwcil  troiii  llic  Icf-ljcaili  Smilli's  Suuial  Kciissilac  r  ilailiuiir 
-    Willi   r  (^iiarti'i-.-     llclurn  dl    an    I'ixplciriiii,'   I'arij     I'imi-IuI   s^iillVriiiKs    'I'u  llic  la-rui'    Saved     I'liiiuii^   l'.IIVrl>  ol' 


liiliiisi'  ('did. 


ral 


.\l.llloi  (III  the  exiu'ditioii  ;i1...ut  to  he  deseiihed  left  the  I'nited  States  in  l^.j;2^sove 
\rars  liefure  M'Clintoek's  meiiuiralile  voyaoe  — and  althouiih  it  was  ortifanii^od  esjiecially 
for  the  I'Vanklin  seanh,  its  eoiisideratioii  has  h.  en  deferred  till  now,  in  order  not  to  inler- 
fero   with   the   narratixe  of    the   discoveries   rchitive   to   the    lost    expedition.       Dr.    K 

t,    indeed,    to    t;hare    with    Jiae    and    M'Clintoek    tlie    honour    of    deterniiiiini.;'    the    late    of 


(lie   was 


no 


lie    was,    am 


1    loiiii'    must    he,    destined    to    h 


I-'raiikliii    and   liis  lirave  coin|ianions_,    Init 

loremost    plaee  alnon^'  the  yreat    Aretie  explorers  ui'  all  ayes^   while    his  uurk    is  one  of   the 

'■iassii-s   of   Aretie   literature.''' 

l>i'.    Kane  was  in   the  tield   of    ai'tioii   he    e\'eutually  eho-e  one  of    the   most    av'h'iit    and 
eiithiisiastie  worki'is  ;   indeed,  the  untiring'  eneri;'\'  and   ]ier>e\eranee   with   which  he   lahoured 


m 


the  face  of  all  diilicultios  entitle  him   to  ]iv  eousiiK'red  a   model  explorer.      His  short 


lieeii    full    ol'   adventure.      IJorn   on    I'Vhruarv    ord,    l^:2n,  he  became  at  a  verv  ea 


rl\'   aij'e' 


111    assistaiit-suri^'eon    in    the    I  nited    Slates    iiav\-,    and    vi> 


d    most    iiarts  of  t 


le  w.irlil.   111- 


iidinv'  China,    India.  Cevlou,  and   tl 


le    I'oasls    I 


if   Africa.      At   a  station  of  the    latl' 


1'     lie    wa^ 


-tricken  dowu  with  "const  fever.'"  and  iie\-cr  entirely  recovered  from  the  elfectr?.  Jle  was 
enj4a<j;'ed  in  the  .Mexican  war  with  the  I'liited  States,  and  succeeded  in  jiassin^'  tlnough 
the  enem\'s  lines  with  an  oral  despatch  to  the  Aiip  riean  head-ipiarters,  when  sevcr.il 
others  had  failed.  On  the  voya^'c  IVom  Xcw  Orleans  to  Mexico  he  was  shipwrcekci!, 
and  w.is  afterwards  laid  low  with  tvphiw  fever  in  the  latter  country.  His  lir~t  \  i-it  to 
the  .\i'etie  was,  as  aicady  mentioned,  in  company  will,  L!.-';tenant  He  Haven.  Ih  died 
at  llav.ina.  shortly  ai'ter  his  relui'ii  from  the  expedition  we  are  alioiit  to  record.  His  slio-lit 
frame  had  heeii  too  severely  tested:  the  llesh  was  weaker  than  the  spirit;  and  at  the  early 
ac'e  (ij  tliirt  v-se\-eii  he  )iasse(l  aw'av.  li'a\inn'  hehind  a  re|iutatioii  -carcely  second  to  that 
of  any  .Vrctie  explorer,  .\inhitious  always,  he  was  nevertheless  one  of  the  most  thoiiolitfiil 
and  humane  of  eominamlers.  When  his  men  were  almost  starviiio',  he  travelled,  soiiiet  iine- 
alone,  lolly  di-tanees  oil   the  ice  and   snow  for  siiceour  and   relief;   when  nearly  every  niemher 


•    '•  Aulir  K\lildialidiis  ill  tile  Yiai's  l.S.Vi,  '.jl,  '.J.'),"  liy  I';ii>li.i  I'll  iit  Kaiir,  M.l).,  r..'S.X. 
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111    aii'l 
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ly   a-o 
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\r  was 
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tlirndgh 

srViT.ll 

.ivrkr.l, 

\  i-it     1" 

1,      (llr,l 

I-     4i-llt 

111'  I'arly 
t,.  tliat 
iii^litl'iil 
iiii'tiiiii's 

UH'lllljt-'l' 


'I'  his  I'aity  \\a>-  -liicki'ii  ijowii  willi  >(iirvy,  ln'  inir-iMl,  rdnki'ij,  uml  car.'i!  !'•!•  tliciii,  nlt- 
tiiiK.'s  wlirii  ciilVi  lilcil,  (Idw  iilicarl''il.  an!  -cani'ly  aM<'  t"  >lanil  liiiiisi'll'.  Ill-  ii:i\al  i(lia;it  imi 
had  iiuul<'  him  ai'iii'i'i/ialc  thf  valui'  uf  (|i<ci|iiini',  hut  wlnTc  liiiniaiiily  wa-  i',.ii.Ti'ut'il  >''It'- 
al>ii('n'ati.iii  was  liis  loadiiiL;'  i'liaiMi|,i-i-i  ic  Kaiu'  ('iiM  un'sl  asstircilly  hi'  tci'incd  a  /.r'i'-/r-ul 
(.'hi'istiaii.      All    h.iiii'Ur  In  his   nn'iiiMrs  ! 


'r.     KaiH'    I'l 


•cwcil    -iM'i'ial    I'l'ili'i's    111 


Drri'lllhi'i',     1' 


li'iiin    till'   then    >i"'rrla 


rv    .'I'    tl 


iiitrd   Stati's    iiav\',    "In    I'liiidint    ai.    cxii'd:'  h'i 


th''    All-tic     si';\S     ill     srai'rll     <il'    Sir    .!i']lll 


u  a Ai.i:   Mil  NM,   i.Ki;i  si  vs  n 


ik 


raiiKiui. 


'riii>    iiiihli'-hrartt'd    Auii'iii-a 


II    iiirri-liaii 


t.  y\v.  ( 


iniiiH'll   1 


if  Ni'u  ^ 


iiric,    Willi    liail 


anisi'il    Pr    lla\ 


dil 


\ I'll  <  r\]M'itili.in.  jilari'il   a    iir 


i-,   the  ./i// 


at    his   ili-|.iis;i 


M 


I'.     I  ralMiilV 


till'     AlUrrirall     hrllrlai'tiir     111'    tl 


illdiill     II  '111',    riilltl'llilltrd     lialldMilllrlv     t"     tlli'    iHltlit,     wllirh 


.\as   aidril    h\-    si'\rr:il    srit'iiliiic   instil  III  inns.       'I'lir    I  nitrd    Slatr-   ( iii\rriiiiii  nt    di'laiji'ij    ti 
ijiict'fs    and    inon    rrmii   lln'  navy,   wliirh   witli   si'vm   ntlu  is   niadr   up  tlir   lull   r.iiii|ilrniriit 


tiu'      cNlli'llltlMll. 


I.raviii"'    Xi'W    ^■|l^k■    mi     Mav    •".ntji,    l^,").-',,    S.'Uth    ( 


irri|llaili|     was     rr;irlli 


'! 


'Ill   July    1st.      ScviTal   l>aiii>h    ■^rt  1  Iriin'iit-  witi'  \i-iliil  nii  tlir   w;iy  iiiTtli,  wIti'i'   they  ri'ci'ivt'd 
iiiiu-h   hiw]iitality,  and   uhtaiiicd   skins,   I'lu'  rlnthiiin-.  and    nalivr  t\nu-<. 

As  wi'  jiavt'  ah'i'a<i\'  st'<'n,    Ihillin  wa>   the  disrnviTi  r  nl'  Siuitli's  Sound.      I'mni   tlii>  year 
I'ilti,   thi.'  date  of    his   visit,   until    Kane    i'X|ilni'('d    it,   im    llnrnin'an   nr   .Viin'iicau   had    siiilcd 
(jvlt    its    waters.       'I'lie    vnya^^'o    cd'    the    Atlciiin'c    thitluT    was    diie    ul'    iicril    .iiid    ililiicidty. 
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Storm  siu'c'ocik'd  storm;  tlio  little  briy  was  coiistaiitly  beset  ami  nearly  cnislietl  in  tlie 
iee,  and  snmetimes  lieeled  over  In  sneli  an  e\ten*  that  it  sei'med  a  miraele  wiien  she  riii'liteil. 
Dr.  Kane's  deserijitioii   of  sumo  of  tiie  dangers  throui^'ii   wideii   tliev   jiassed   is  very  j;-ra]iiiie. 

"  At  seven  in  tlio  inorniiin'  we  were  close  on  to  llie  jiilini;'  masses.  \Ve  ilr(iii|>etl  our 
lieaviest  anehor  witli  the  desjjerate  hojje  of  windinj^  the  hriy ;  Imt  there  was  no  with- 
standin<i'  the  iee-torrent  that  followed  us.  We  had  oidy  time  to  i'asten  a  spar  as  a  buoy 
to  the  <'hain,  and  let   her  slip.      So  went  our  best  b.nver. 

"Down  we  went  upon  the  ,i^ale  ai^-.tin,  helplessly  serai)ing  alon<j;'  a  loe  of  iee  .seldon": 
less  than  thirty  feet  thiek  ;  one  tloe,  measured  by  a  line  as  wc  tried  to  fasten  to  it,  more 
than  forty.  I  had  seen  sueh  iee  only  once  before,  and  never  in  such  ra]iid  motion.  Out' 
upturned  mass  rose  above  our  <;'unwale,  smashing  in  our  bulwarks,  and  di']iosilinLc  half  a 
ton  of  iee  in  a  lump  \i[)on  our  decks.  Our  staunch  little  briy  bore  herself  through  all  this 
wild  adventure  as  if  she  had  a  eharmel  life. 

"  Hut  a  new  enemy  canu-  in  siyht  ahead.  DIreetly  in  our  way,  just  beyond  the  line 
of  lK)e-iee  aj^'ainst  which  we  were  alternately  sliding-  and  thumping-,  was  a  yroii])  of  l)eri^'s. 
We  had  no  jiower  to  avoid  them;  the  only  (piestion  was,  whether  we  were  to  be  dashed 
in  pieces  ai^ainst  them,  or  whether  they  min'lit  not  oft'er  us  some  providential  nook  of 
H'fuj^e  ay-ainst  the  st(.rm.  IJut  as  wo  neared  them  we  perceived  that  they  werr  at  some 
di.stance  from  the  iloeed<i'e,  and  separated  from  it  by  an  interval  of  open  water.  Our  1;o{K's 
rose  as  the  i^-ale  drove  us  towards  this  passage  and  into  it;  and  we  were  ready  to  exult 
when,  from  some  unexplained  cause — probably  an  eddy  of  the  wind  a^'ainst  the  lofty  ice-wall.- 
—  we  lost  <.ur  headway.  Almost  at  the  same  moment  we  saw  that  the  bergs  were  not  at 
rest,  that  with  a  momentum  of  their  own  they  were  bearing  down  uixm  the  other  iee,  and 
that  it  must  be  our  fate  to  be  crushed  between  the  two. 

"Just  then  a  broad  sconee-pieee,  or  low  water-washed  berg,  came  driving  up  from  the 
southward.  The  thought  Hashed  upon  me  of  one  of  our  escapes  in  ^lelville  \hy  ;  and  as 
the  sconce  moved  ra[)idly  alongside  us,  M'tiarry  managed  to  plant  an  anehor  on  its  slope 
and  hold  on  to  it  by  a  whale  line.  It  was  an  anxious  moment.  Our  noble  tow-horse, 
whiter  than  the  pale  horse  that  .seemed  to  be  ])ursuing  us,  hauled  us  bravely  on,  the  .spray 
dashing  over  his  windward  Hanks,  and  his  forehead  ploughing  up  the  lesser  ice  as  if  in 
scorn.  The  bergs  encroached  upon  us  as  we  advanced;  our  channel  narrowed  to  a  width 
■  if  i)erliai)s  forty  feet  ;  we  braced  the  yards  to  dear  the  impending  ice-walls.  .  .  .  We 
passLtl  cli'ar,  but  it  was  a  close  shave — so  close  that  our  ])ort  cpiarter-boat  would  have 
been  crushed  if  we  had  not  taken  it  in  from  the  davits — and  found  ourselves  under  the 
leo  of  a  berg,  in  a  comparative  open  lead.  Never  did  heart-tried  men  acknowledge  with 
more  gratitude  their  merciful  deliverance  from  a  wretched  death."  And  so  the  narrative 
continues— a  long  series  of  hairbreadth  escapes  from  the  nippings  and  crushing  of  the  ie*.. 
Kane  says  at  this  juncture : — 

"  During  the  whole  of  the  scenes  I  have  been  trying  to  deserilio  I  could  not  heli> 
being  struck  by  the  eomposed  and  manly  denieanom-  of  my  comrades.  The  turmoil  of  ice- 
under  a  heavy  sea  often  conveys  the  impression  of  danger  when  the  reality  is  absent ;  but 
ill  this  fearful  passage  the  parting  of  our  hawsers,  the  loss  of  our  anchors,  the  abrupt  crushing 
of  our  stoven   bulwarks,  and  the  actual  deposit  of  ice  upon  our  decks,  would  have  tried  tlit! 
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nerves  of  tho  most  oxporionccl  ii' '-man.  All  — ollicers  and  men — worked  aliko.  I'pun  oadi 
occasion  of  collision  with  tho  ico  wiiich  form 'd  onr  loo  cuast,  i-ITorts  wcro  made  to  carry  ont 
linos,  and  some  narrow  oscipos  wore  incurred  hy  the  zoal  of  the  [>artios  loading"'  thorn  into 
jmsitions  of  dam;'rr.  Mr.  Honsall  avoided  hoinj^'  crnsliod  hy  loapinn"  to  a  lloatiMn'  frai^mont  ; 
and  no  loss  than  four  of  oiir  men  at  one  tinu-  were  carried  down  ly  tho  drift,  and  coidd  only 
1)0  rocovorod  hy  a   relief  i)arty  after  the  yalo  had  snh.-ided. 

"As  onr   liri^',   Ijorno  on   liy   the   ice,  commoneed    iior  ascent   of   the   lieri:',  the   suspense 
was  oppressive.     Tho  inniu-nso  lilocks  piled  ay-ainst  her,  raniic  upnu  ran^n-,  prossin;;'  thoniselvos 
under  lior  keel  and  throwiny  Ix'r  over  niton   her  side,  till,   uryod  hy  tiio  successive  aeennui- 
lations,   she    rose   slowly,   and   as    if  with    convulsive   etVorts,    alonn"    the   slopiu;^'  wall.      Still 
there  was   no   rclaxati.  n  of  the  inipellinn'  i'orco.      Shock  after  shock,  jarring'  her  to  her  very 
centre,  she  contiimod  to  mount    sto:alily  on    her  precarious  cradle.      I5ut    fur   the  iiroanin^"-  of 
her   tinihors  and   tho  heavy  soiig-li   of  tho   tloos  wo   niin'ht   have  hoard  a   pin   ilmp;  and   then 
as  she  settled  down  into  her  old  position,  (pnotly  takinjy  her  plaee  anioni;'  the  hrokeu  ruhhisli, 
there  was  a  deep  breathing-  silence,  as  thoULrh  all   wore  waitin;^  for   some  signal    hcfore  tho 
clamour  of  congrafidation  and  eonunent  should  hurst    forth."     After  the  storm    had  ahalcl, 
tho  crew  wont  on  the  ico-h,'aeh  and  tow<' 1  the  vessel  a  considorahle  distance,  heiug  harnessed 
up,   as    Kane    says,    "  like    nudes   on    a  canal.''     Shortly  afterwards  a   council    was    called   to 
cciusidor  the  foasihility  (d'  iirocooding  northward  or  returning  southward  to   liud  a  wintering 
]ila(\',  and  tho  latter  itloa   was  the  more  favourably  ri'eei\ed.     After  sonu'  further  diseussiuu 
it  was  resolved  to  cross  tho  hay  in  which  they  now  wore  to  its  northern  headland,  and  thence 
despatch   sledging'   parties    in   (piest    of    a   suitahU'    si^it    to  "dock"   the   In-ig.     On    tiio  way 
across  tho  vessel  grounded  and   lioolod  over,  throwing   nuMi  ont   of   their  berths  and    scttiic^ 
the    cabin-dock    on   lire   by   upsetting  tho  stove.      She  was   surrounded  with    ico,  which    jiilcd 
up   in   innnenso  hoajts.     Those  alarnung  ONperiencos  were  ropoat-'d  on  several  occasions.      ])i'. 
Kane    moantinu'   took    a   whale-boat,   well    sheathed   with   tin,  ahead   of   th(>    brig,  and   alter 
about  twenty-four  hours  came  to  a  solid   ieo-sholl'  or  table,  clinging  round    the  Ikisc   of  the 
cliffs.     They   hauli'd   uj)  tho  boat  and   thou    prepared   for  a   sledge    journey.      The  rough   and 
dillicnlt  nature  of  thoir  icy  roide   may  be  iid'erred    from  tho   fact  that  it  took  thom  live  dnys 
to    make    a    ilin't-l   distance    of    forty   miles,    while    they    had    travelled    twice    that    distance 
in   reality.     They  then  arrived  at  a  bay  into  which  a   larg-o  river  fell.     This   Kar.o  considers 
the    largest    stream   of   North    (Jrocnland ;    its  width   at   the   mouth   was   threo-fouiths   of   a 
nnle.      Its  course  was  afterwards  imrsucd   to  an   intei'ior  glacier,  from   tin'  b;iso  of    which   il 
was  found  to  issue  in   nnmerons   streams.      I'y  the  banks  of  this   ii\er  they  encamped,  lulled 
by  tho  unusual  nuisic  of  rnnning-   waters.      "Hero,"   says    Kane,   "protected   from    tho   frost 
by  the  inliltration  of  the  molted   snows,  and  fostered  by  the  reverberation  of  solar  heat   from 
the  rocks,  wo  met  a  flower  growth,  which,  though  drearily  Arctic  in   its  typo,  was  rich   in 
variety  and  colouring-.     Amid  fostuea  and  other  tufted  grasses  twinkled  the  ])urplo  lychnis, 
and  the  white  star  of  the  chickweed  ;  and,  not  without   its  pleasing  associations,  I  recognised 
a  solitary  hc-iperis — the  Arctic  repre-eutative  of  the  wallllowers  of  home."      After  a  careful 
examination  of   tho  hays  and  ancdioragos,   Rensselaer    Ilarbom-,   the   spot  where  he   had   left 
the    iihuiiifr,  was  chosen   for  their  winter  (piarters,  and  a  storehouse   and   observatory  were 
erected  ashore. 
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the    lihi/i-    of    uur  lamps,   wln'ii,   (owanls    luidiii^'lit,   we  heard   the  ii>iise  of  -ti'iis  ahuvcj  and 
liu-  next    niimitc   S.mlai;',  Oldsiu,  and    PrtiTscii,  came  down    into  the  cahin.     Tiieir    mannei 
startled   nie  (■\cii    more  than   theii'  nneNpceted  ajipearaiiee  on 
liaji'yard,  an  1   hardly  ahle  to  s])eal<. 
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Their    story   was  a   learlul  one.      They  had    left   their  eompanioiis  in  the  iee,  riski 
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their  own  lives  to  hrino-  us  the  news.  ]>rooks,  15aker,  Ay'ils an^  and  Pierre,  were  all  lyinjj, 
frozen  and  disaMrd.  Where'.'  They  could  not  tell.  Somewhere  in  aniouo'  the  luinunncks 
to  the  north  and  east.  It  was  drifting'  heavily  round  them  when  they  ]iarted.  liish  Tom 
iiad  sta\cd  h\  to  feed  ami  care  (or  the  others,  Kut  the  chances  were  sorely  against  them. 
];  was  in  vain  to  (|uestion  tliem  further.  They  had  evidently  travelleil  a  great  ili-.^tance, 
i..i  tiiey  were  siidving  with  fatigue  and  hunger,  and  euuld  hardly  be  rallied  enougli  to  tell 
us    tlie  direetion   in  whieh  tliey  had  come." 

Kane's  promjitness  saved  the  i>arty.  A  sledg.'  was  hastily  loaded,  Oldsen  deposited 
ujton  it,  wrapped  in  furs,  and  an  immediate  departure  made.  The  thermometer  stood  at 
T'i'    bcl.w   freezing.         Tor   sixteen  hours    lliev  struggled  on,  till    at    length    they  came    to 
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n  pliici'  wlnTC  Olil-rii  li:iil  In  arki). .\\ Irdn'c  lie  \va>;  i|nitt'  "at  sea,"  ami  nuilil  not 
ri'Cny'iiisc  tlic  l;iiiiliii;ii'k-i.  Kane  ciinlimii'^  :  — "  I'ii«.liiiii»  tilu'ad  of  tlir  |>:irt\,  ami 
(•laiiilii'rin^f  over  some  nii^'i^i'd  icc-pilos,  I  caiiu'  \n  a  Ihhl;'  level  lloe,  which  I  thiniLiht 
iiiii,''lit  I'rnlialily  have  altnicfod  llio  eyes  i>f  wi'iiry  niiii  in  (■iicninstaiici'-  like  nir 
nwM.  It  was  II  liyht  eon jce(u!'i',  hut  it  was  eiiini;;h  tu  tiu'ii  the  scale,  t'nr  thefe 
was  no  other  to  halance  it.  I  i^avc  orders  (o  al'aiidon  the  !«led^e,  and  dis|per>e  in 
si>areh  of  footmarks,  ^\'e  i-iiised  uur  tent,  [placed  our  [KMnniiiMn  in  cache,  exce|it  a  >inall 
allowanee  for  each  man  to  curry  on  his  ]ierson,  and  jioor  Oldsen,  now  just  ahh  to  keep 
his  lej^s,  was  lilierated  from  his  hay'.  Tin,'  thermometer  hatl  fallen  l>y  thi-  time  to 
minus  I'.'-  o'  and  flic  wind  was  setting'  in  siiar|>  Irom  the  north-wcst.  It  was  on! 
of  the  (|iie>tion  to  lialt  ;  it  r('(iuirel  Iiri-k  exercise  to  kee|'  us  from  frce/inn'.  The  men 
"extended"  in  .skirmisiiiny  order,  hut  kej)t  nervously  cj.  sino-  up;  .several  were  seized 
with  tremlilino'  lit^.,  ami  Dr.  Kane  fainted  twiio  from  the  elTeet  of  the  inten>e 
coi  At  leno'tli  a  sledj.i'e  track  was  discovered,  which  followed,  hronyht  them  in  >iyht 
of  a  small  American  Ww^  llntteriiiy'  from  a  Inimniock,  and  lower  down  a  li'llc  maxmic 
banner,  hantrini4'  IVwm  a  tent-poK'  hardly  alto\t'  the  dril't.  It  was  (hi'  c.iniji  cf  onr 
disahled   comrades;    we    reached    it    iifter    an    unhroken    march    of    twent\-one    hoins. 

"Till-    little    tent    was    nearly   cnvei'ed \s    I    crawled    in,  and    cominii'    upon 

the  darkness,  heard  hefore  me  the  hurst  <<['  wehonu  •gladness  tliat  came  IViun  the  four 
poor  fellows  stretched  nn  their  hai'ks,  iind  liien  f.ir  tlie  lir~t  time  thi.'  clucr  out-ide,  my 
weakness  and  my  i^i'at  it  mle  ((.^cther  alnmst  (i\-erc-aine  me.  Thev  had  eNjieeted  mi';  tiny 
\\ere  sure  I  Wi'uld  come!"  The  tei.'  only  heiiie'  eai'ahle  of  lioldini;'  ei^hl.  while  tinn 
were  ilfteeu  souls  in  ail,  they  had  to  take  "' watch  and  watch"  hy  tiiin>.  \\'lieii  «nl!i- 
(ieiitly  re>ted  and  refrc-lied,  the  sick  men  were  sewn  up  in  reindeer  >kin>  aid  pla<'<'il 
en  the  sledu'e.  Alllioni^'h  they  left  all  >u|ierllii"ii-  articles  hehind,  the  load  wa~  eleven 
liumiieil  jKPiinds.  '•  W'e  maile  hy  \ii;oripns  pulU  and  lilts  nearly  a  mi'e  an  Inair. 
Almost  without  |prein'Piiitiiin,  we  all  Ipceaine  aware  ipf  an  alarnlin^■  faihiri'  of  ..ur  eneri;ie>. 
I  was  of  ciiuise  familiar  with  tin'  lieiiunihed  and  aliinist  letharyic  >ens.itiipn  oi'  extreme 
Cold.  .  .  .  l?nt  I  had  treated  the  .vAvy;//  m, ,//',, ,/  ,,['  I'ree/iiit;'  as  sppinethinu'  like  the 
emhellishment    <<i    r'unaiice.      1    had    exidence   iiow   to  tlie  cipiitiary, 

" -Honsall  and  Morton,  two  o|'  mir  stoutot  men,  came  t'p  me,  IpcLj^'ini;'  penni>sion  to 
>>lee[>.  'They  were  Upit  cold,  the  wind  did  not  enter  them  now  ;  a  little  >leep  wa-  all 
they  wanted.'  I'lcseiitly  Hans  was  found  iieaily  i-tilT  under  a  ili'ift,  and  'i'homas,  h-dt 
ui)rinh(,  had  his  eyes  c|o>e(l,  and  lould  hardly  articulate.  At  la>t  John  Mlake  threw 
hiin>elf  into  the  sm'w,  and  nliised  to  rise.  'rhe\-  did  not  complain  of  feeling'  cold,  hu'. 
it  was  in  v  lin  that  I  wiv-lled.  l.oxed,  ran,  aiLi'U"d.  jeeied,  or  reprimanded  -a;i  imniediati. 
halt    could    Hot     lie    axoided."     Th-    tent     wa~   iiitehed    witli    mueli   dlllieull^,   and    then    KaUL 
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i^Miii!  Iliruimli.  \Vf  were  iicitlici'  mI'  us  in  ..ur  rinlit  scii-cs,  iiiitl  rctiiiiiid  a  vcvv  ciiiiliisol 
i"C()II('cticni  iif  wliiit  ]irci('tl('il  mir  arriviil  al  the  tciil.  W'l'  liolli  nl'  us,  linucvcr,  ri'iiii'iiiln'i 
:,  ln'ar  wli"  walLrl  lci>Mi'i'l\'  lii'lnrc  iis,  and  tnii'  ii])  as  lu'  wciil  a  iuiii|iri-  tliat  .Mr. 
.M'lJari'V  liail  im|HM\  iilciitly  tliniwii  nIV  tlic  day  Ipcrnrc.  Ili'  tun-  it  iiitn  siin-ds  and  rolled 
il  iiitii  a  liall,  luit  never  nlTerrd  (n  iiiterleiv  with  nur  |irn;;res.s.  I  renieiniier  lliis,  and 
with  it  a  eiinrused  sentiment  tliat  oiir  tent  and  ImlTaln  i'hIk'  ndj^lit  jn'iilialily  sliare  lli.> 
samo  j'ati'.''  'I'liis  was  a  really  Wdiidi'il'id  e\ani|p|e  (d'  tlie  almost  iiiln.v'iralni'i  and  liewil- 
derini,'"  olVcet  of  intense  enld,  ri'ei|nently  iidled  liy  aivli,-  explorers.  'I'liey  were  da/e;l,  and 
w.dki'd    as    in   a   dream.      Hu;    tliey    arriscd    sal'( 'y   at    tlie   tent,   and    Ky    tlie    lime    the  nllieis 

r  i^ne    u|i    liad    a    ti' 1    steaming'    |>emmie:in    s'in|i    ready.      \\  lien    tliey   ai;Min    started,    Kane 

tried  t!ie  cIT'ct  cif  lirief  l/n'rr.„ii,iiil,'  UMps  in  the  siidw,  the  m.'ii  lakinn'  it  in  turns  tn 
w.iUc  caeli  niher,  and  he  eimsid..ied  the  result  sat isfaetmy.  After  many  a  halt  they 
reaeliL'd  the  hri^'.  Twn  nl'  the  men  had  Id  uiuleri^-n  a-h/iitatinii  n|'  pavts  dl'  the  lout, 
;nid  twi)  did,  in  spite  ..I'  univmittinn'  -are.  'I'lie  -eaivhin^'  [larty  had  hcv'U  mit  so\eiity- 
twii  hours,  dm  inn'  wliieh   they   had   only   iv>ted  ei:^l:t. 


CHAPTKH    XXVI, 

XaNK's      I'AI'iaiM  ion       {ciiiilliU'fd). 

.\nival  nf  K-'|Miiii  uix  at  \\v  Uri,'  .\  'i'roaly  Voiu  liidcil  llii-|iiliilil.v  en  jldinl  .\ri-lic  .\|i|i<'li'<' •  •'^li'.i>-'f"  .^oniiicys  .\ 
ItiiiiUdowii  Mculdiis  I'liii  'I'lic  Open  Sea  -Tlif  llri,'  Imiiclc-isly  Hc^^cl  A  Coimcil  Ciijli'il  Kinlil  Miii  slaml  liy  llio 
.iili-iiir,  lli|iaitiir,'  nf  llir  l!i'-t  'I'lH'ir  Itrliini  TiTiililc  SiiHi'i-inns  .\  t'liavailrrisli.'  Kiilry  l.'au  .Miat  I'm-  Wniiil  - 
l'"niillrs<  .liiuriirys  I'la-  l'n>li  Meal  A  Si-m\  icil  Cn'U  si.ii.yii,.,.  |.;s(iiiiiii'.nix  .Mttiiiplcil  lic-^cilioii  A  llc^iilir 
!in)ii,i,'lil  IhhU  fi'oiii  tliu  lvsi|iiim:iii\  Srllli'iiU'iilH. 

'i'ui;  arrival  and  visit  of  a  mimlier  of    l]s(|iiimaux  at  the  hrijj  caused  some  iitll    exi-itomeiit. 

Tliey  were   Hi eimeiis  ul    the   race,  and    (       eiitly   inclined   for  I'rieiidshi]).      At    iirst    only 

one  of  them  was  admitted  on  lioanl.  Jlis  dress  is  dtscrihed  a>!  a  kind  of  hooded  capote 
or  jumper  i<\'  mixed  Miie  and  white  fox-skins  arran<i'od  with  some  taste,  and  hooted  trousers 
of  white  liear-skin,  which  at  the  end  of  the  loot  were  made  to  terminate  with  the  (daws 
of  the  animal.  Kane  somi  came  to  an  understanding'  with  this  individual,  and  tiic  rest 
were  admitti'd  to  (he  hrio",  where  they  were  hospitalily  treated.  When  olTered,  however, 
t>M()d  fresh  wheaton  liread  and  corned  pork,  and  laroe  lumps  of  white  su^ar,  lliey  could 
not  he  induced  to  touch  them,  hut  much  jireCerred  oop<rin<j^  on  walrus  meat.  They  were 
ijreatly  ama/ed  at  the  coal  on  hoard — too  hard  for  Miiliher,  and  so  unlike  woo(l.  They 
were  allowed  to  sleep  in  the  hold.  Next  mornino-  a  treaty  was  made  wherehy  flicy  ]>ledye(l. 
tiiemselves,  liefore  dc])artino',  to  return  in  a  few  days  with  mmv  ir.eat,  ami  (o  allow  Kaiu' 
to  use  their  doj^s  and   sleiiijcs   in   the  ))roposed   excursions. 

Kane  with  a  ]iarty  atteiiqited  in  the  spi'ino-  of  I  s.")  I  a  journey  to  the  i^'reat  ylaeii  i 
of  Unmholdt,  from  which  point  he  had  hoped  "to  cmss  the  ice  to  the  American  side." 
They   had    made    some    ]tnry;ivss  when    the   winter's    scurvy   rcapjieaicil    painfully  aiiiono'  tliv 


it 


Mi'liTi'NS    VIKNV    III'    TIIK    tH'KN     NVATKHS. 


i'.i\) 


|i,irly.  'I'll.-  imw  sul'l  sikiw  niiuli'  tnivi'Iliiiy  vrry  diHiiMiIl  h>v  IhpIIi  mii'Ii  iiml  "ln^s ;  imli'dl, 
tlio  I'liniu'r  saiiU  to  tlifir  wiiists,  iinil  tlic  latttT  wti-  iii'.irly  Imrifil.  'I'lirci"  nl'  tin-  incM  wen' 
uikcii  with  simw  Idindiicss ;  diic  was  iidcrly,  and  aiintluM-  partially  disaiiliMl,  kaiii-  wa-, 
uliilr  takiiii;'  an  nliscrvalioii  I'm'  latitude,  sci/.cd  with  a  siiddi'ii  pain,  and  raintcd.  ili-^ 
limits  licianu'  fi^id,  and  In-  had  In  he  strapp^'d  mi  the  sli'd'^i-.  On  May  "ith  he  liccain'- 
dcliri<ins,  and  I'aintcd  every  tini'  he  wa^  t.ikeii  Irmn  th'  t-nt  Im  the  >leil^e.  'l"he  last 
man  to  ;;'ive  in,  he  owns  that  en  this  neea>iiin  he  sueeinnhed  entirely,  and  that  tn  li\e  hiave 
luei;  —  .Mmtmi,  liiley,  llii'key,  Stephensmi,  and  Hans — themselses  scarcely  aide  In  travel, 
he  iiwi'd  his  ineservatimi.  They  carried  him  haeli  to  the  hri"'  liy  forced  maiches,  i'ml  he 
lono'  lay  there  in  a  vt'i'y  critical  state.  A  lew  days  alter  the  retniii  of  the  party,  Sehnlieit, 
one  (d'  the  merriest  and  hcst  lihed  of  the  littK'  hand,  died.  l>r.  Ilaycs,  tlu'  surgeon  ol'  the 
shi]),  worked  zeahmsly  in  the  ilisidiaroe  of  his  duties,  and  with  the  hctter  diet  ohtained 
ill  till-  Slimmer — I'lvsli  soal-mcat,  reindeer,  ptarmi^'an.  and  rahhits  -the  invalids  gradually 
ivcovcred  streiin'th,  and  set   aliout    their  duties. 

I'hc  mo>t    imiiortaiil   sledo'e  journey  iindi'rtaken   at    this  time  was  that    made   hy  MirtiMi. 


After   travidlino'   a   i  onsiderahle   ilistance,   "due    north   o\ 


cr   a    solid    area    clioUi'i 


1    with    lieie> 


aiH 


1    I'rozt'ii    iields,   he  was  startled   hy  the  oiowino'  weakness  t>\'  the  ice;   its  Mirl'ace   hecaine 


rotten,  and  the  siiow  wet  and  pulpy.  His  doo's,  seize  I  with  terror,  relnsed  to  advance. 
Then  for  the  lirst  time  the  fact  hroke  upon  him  that  a  loiiy  dark  hand  seen  to  the  north 
hcyoiid  a  protriidino'  cape,  Capo  Andrew  Jackson,  was  water."  lie  retia<'cd  his  steps,  ai.d 
leavino-  Hans  ami  his  do>>s,  passed  hetweeii  Sir  .I<dm  Franklin  Islam!  ai.d  the  narnw 
hoach  line,  the  coast  heeomiiio-  more  wall-like  and  dark  masses  oi'  porphyritic  rock  ahnttiiii;' 
into  the  .sea.  With  o'rowino  diliiciilty  he  maiiao'cd  to  climh  iroiii  rock  to  rock  in  hopes 
ol'  doiihliii;;'  the  la'oinontory  and  si^'htiiio'  the  coasts  heyond,  hut  the  water  kept  eiicroachino- 


more  ami  more  on   ins 


K 


track. 


It  must  have  heen  an  imposin;^'  siodit    as  he  stood  at    this   termination   oj'  his    ji  iiriiey 
lookino-  out    upon   the   '^tvni  waste  of    waters  heron-   him.      Not    'a   speck   id'   ice,' to   use  his 


own  »vo 


ids,  could   he  seen.     There,  from   a   heiylit   ol"    IM)    I'eet,    whi(di   coinmamled    a    horiz 


on 


of  almost  forty  miles,  his  ears  were  gladdened  with  the  novel  musii'  of  dashiiio'  wave.' ;  and 
a  surf  lireakino-  in  anioiif^  the  ro(d<s  at  his  feet,  staw'il  his  fnrtli'r  prooress.  .  .  .  The 
ido'h  rido'cs  to  the  north-west  dwindled  olf  into  low  hliie  kiiohs,  v.hiidi  Idended  iinally  with 
the  air.  ^fortoii  called  tlio  cape  wdiich  hallli'd  his  lahonrs  after  i..  commander,  hut  1  h.iv(! 
i,iven  it  the  more  emlurin<;'  name  of  '  {'a)>e  Constituiioii.'  I  do  iio;  helieve  there  was  a 
man  anioni;'  us  who  did  not  lono'  for  the  means  of  emharkino-  u])on  iis  hriyht  and  lonely 
waters.  Hut  he  who  may  he  content  to  follow  our  story  for  the  next  I'e.v  nionths  will  feci 
.IS  we  did,  that   a  coiitrollinn'  nece.ssrtv  made  the  desire  a   fruitless  mie." 


II  iW 


Morton   had   niidoiihti'dly  seen  an  ojien  sea,  hiit  the  water  whi(di   he  desciihed    we   i 
know   to  ho   simply   Konnody  Channel,   a    continuation  of    Smith    Sound,      ile    had    reached 
a    latitude    (ahout    80°  30')    further    north    than    any    previous    explorer    of    the    (ireeiilaiid 


last. 


A  year  and  inroo  months  had  jjassed  sinoo  the  startin<;  id'  the  expedition,  and  still 
the  little  hri"'  was  fast  in  the  ice.  The  men  wore,  as  Kane  calls  it,  "  sciirvv  riddled" 
luul    utterly   prostrated,   their   supplies    were    rapidly   heeominy    exhausted^  and    Kane    deter- 
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Tilt    SKA. 


iiiiiit'il  to  IimM  a  (■..iiiit'il  111"  ii'itli  cijlii'iT-  ami  fivw.  At  iimhii  ul'  .\ii;>'nsl  :Mlli  all  IuiihIs 
vvt'if  calli'tl  ami  tlii'  >itiiatii'ii  I'liHv  i'\|ilaini'cl  [,,  lli.in,  ih,'  elm  '  r,  li.iw.'vn ,  fuinisclliii;^- 
tl'i'in  Im  -ta\  l'\  till'  Iiiil;'.  all  Ih'IiliIi  Ih'  ua\"'  tlu'in  lull  |m  riiii>M"ii  In  iiiaki'  any  atlriii|l 
at     t-ca|n'    tlir\    ini;4lil     (Icciii     IVa->ilili' 


iil'^llt      out     111'     x'Vrlit, 


ell      Ir-nlwil      t.i     -taml      liV     till' 


Vfs-cl.      I*i'.    Ila\(>    ami    ii''lil     I'llicrs    ilrtoi  inimMl    In    make    an    t'lVHi'l     tn    rradi    the    sett 


incni.-.  Kane  iIukUmI  tlu-ir  rcniainini;'  rcsdim'cs,  ami  tliry  Icl'l  ^ai  the  :'stli.  On.-  cit 
llicni,  (ii'i.iLic  liili'v,  ri'tiirni'd  a  !'■  w  days  al'ti-rwards,  and,  tlnvr  ,ind  a  hall'  montlis  later, 
the  ri'>l  wci'c  only  ti',.  n|ad  t'>  ri-jnin  tin'  \i'>m'I,  ai'tiT  cmlurinti'  inanv  >nlTi'iin^;s.  On 
Mircudirr  I'iili,  >ays  Kane,  "  HnidLs  aui'kr  nir  with  tlic  i  ry  nl  '  l!siiuiniau\  aL:ain  !  ' 
I  dif>-i'd  lia>lily,  Hid  y'lMpint;'  my  way  n\ir  tlir  ['ilc  "I'  l"i\r~  tli.it  leads  up  iVnni  llie 
held  til  tlie  daikness  almve,  made  nut  a  Lirciup  td'  liunian  lii;'Mres,  ma>ke(l  \<y  tlie  linnded 
Jinnpers  nf  tin'  nati\e-.  They  >t"ii|ied  at  the  yaiiu'way,  and,  a>  I  \\a>  almiit  to  eliallene'.-, 
iiiie  i>r  tliein  v|iran<;'  lurward  and  yi-asped  my  liand.  It  was  \h  llaye-.  .\  I'ew  wurds, 
dietaled  liy  .-ulTei  in^',  eerlainly  nut  liy  any  anxiety  as  In  \u-  leeeplK.n,  and  at  Ids  hiddiny 
the  whole  party  eanie  uputi  deek.  i'lior  ielluw^!  I  inuld  i  ni\  yiasp  their  haml>,  and 
^ivi'  them  a  hrnthef's  weliMime,"  'I'he  therniometei'  stund  at  —  .">ii^  (s;I^  helnw  t'lreziny')  ; 
they  were  ■  ovi'ied  with  rime  and  simw,  and  were  fainting'  with  liniiyer.  It  was  net'os- 
sary  In  u^i'  eaiitioii  in  taking  them  in  to  the  warm  eahin,  ^r  it  wouM  liaxc  prustnited 
them  completely.  "  I'cior  lellows,"'  says  Kane,  "a-  they  threw  open  their  l''.s(|uiMiaii\ 
garments  hy  the  ^to\c,  how  they  relished  the  seanty  luxuries  wliieli  we  had  to  olTer 
ihem!  The  eolTee  .uid  ill.-  meat  liiseuit  soup,  .md  the  molasses  and  tlie  whi'at  hread, 
even  the  -all  pork  whiiii  our  seur\  \  lorhadi'  the  rest  nl"  us  to  toiieli — how  they 
ndished  it  all  I  For  nmre  than  two  months  they  had  lived  on  I'lo/cn  seal  and  walrus 
meal.''  They  wen'  all  in  dannvr  of  eollapse,  and  liatl  loti"'  to  he  mirsed  very  earel'ully. 
l)i-.  Hayes  was  murli  la'ost rated,  and  iliree  u['  hi.s  t'rosl-hitten  toes  iiad  to  sulTer  ampu- 
tal  ion. 

I  heir  hopr  at  starting'  was  that  tliey  nuyht  reaeh  rpcriiavik,  tlie  nearest  Panisli 
settlement  in  (ireenland,  a  distance  of  ahout  one  thousand  nulcs,  and  that  they  mii;ht, 
at  all  events  next  spring-,  send  siieeour  to  the  party  Icl't  li'ldnd.  I'r.  Kane  I'Mrnished 
lliem  with  such  necessaries  as  could  he  pi'operly  spared,  with  sled^-cs  :  they  wore  to  take 
a  lil'e-hout  pi'c\  iousK'  deposited  near  l.vltclton  Island,  and  a  \\hali'-hoat  which  had  heen 
left  at  the  Six-mde  Kavine — a  spot  so  ealleil  IVom  heino'  that  distance  from  the  hri"'. 
IJefore  Icavino-  Pr.  Kane  called  tlieni  int<i  the  calkin,  where  in  some  hook  or  corner  of  the 
aft    loeker    the  care'ul    steward    hail   slowed   a   couple   of    hottles    of    chani]>aL;nc,   the   existence 

of    which   was  only    known    to  tla mmandi'r   and    himself.      Oin'   of    these   was  drawn    from 

its   hidino'-place,  and    in   hroken-handled   tea-cups  they  exelianj;'ed    nnitual   pledocs. 

Thcii'  hopes  had  heen  to  rca<-li  o|ien  water  at  ahout  ten  miles  from  the  hrii;',  hut  in  this 
the\'  were  entirely  disappointed,  and  they  had  to  dra^'  tlu'ir  hoats,  sle(|oi's,  and  |irovisions,  u\fr 
ice  so  rou;;h  and  hroken,  that  in  one  place  it  took  them  three  days  to  make  six  ndlcs.  Little 
wonder  if  some  of  them  thought   <d'   returning"  almost   as  soon   as  tlie\'   started  ! 

The  reiuler  wouki  not  thank  us  were  we  to  record  the  loiiy  series  of  weary  marches 
over  the  iec  whieh  form  the  l»ulk  of  Dr.  Hayes'  narrative.  Winter  was  fast  approaehinj^, 
their    ])rovisions     were     nearly    exhausted,    and    it     behoved     them    to    ereet     some    plaee     of 


I  i 


pjuiir-li 


l'Nri;il.Mt|,\     KMjIlMMN. 


:4l 


hli'IiiT  A  lint  w.is  I'. iii-.tni('t('il  111"  ImiuMi'I's,  a  sail  ilniiiy.  duty  I'l.r  vn<>[\  iinil  a  iiiccc  iif 
gTi'iisiil  linen— parf  ,,|'  aii  .-M  sliirt— I'ur  win.|c.\v-;;'las-t.  Like  IVanlilin  ami  Ui'lianU-.n, 
tlicy  triotl  ti  ,ku  cut  tlieir  sn|i|ilios  l.y  ratinj,'  //•///.  ./-•  /■..-■///■,  ih,'  r<<vk  li.li.'ii,  wlii'  li,  as  it 
niiiHt  roinnmnly  ilocs,  priHluccd  diaiiiiuM,  and  wwiki'lU'd  tlicni  >lill  ini'ic  ll-iuiinaiix 
viMtiirs  ari'ivi'd  at  tlio  lint,  ami  In'oiiylil  tlicni  .xoiiu-  liniitiMl  >n;)iilii's  ..1'  IiIiiIiImt,  I'ut  didiin'd 
altnyellier    to   srll    tiicir   d.';^s    or    lifl].    tin  in    to    r|ii'iuaviL.       WlictiaT    or    no    Has,.,    \\a> 


MiiuToN  nisfovKits  t:ii:  otkn  ska. 


iiiariMU'S 
roai'liiny, 
jilac'O    1)1 


mistaken,  ho  did  not  trn-t  nuuli  to  thai  iiinocenoe  and  simiilicify  wliith  are  supposed  to 
l)e  the  prevailino-  characteristics  of  the  Ksipiimaiix  ;  and  on  one  or  two  oeeasions  he  seems 
to  have  had  very  I'-eod  reason  for  his  donl)ts.  Peterson  and  (iodi're\,  on  the  \va\ ,  durino' 
Xoveinher,  to  the  i)rio'  for  siieconr,  overheard  some  natives  ])!ottini,'-  their  destruction,  and  im- 
mediately started  from  the  settlement  with  their  sledo>,..  The  Ks(piimaii\  followed  them  with 
sava;Lfe  cries,  hut  the  determined  front  shown  to  them  seomod  to  have  altered  their  minds. 
"I  now,"  .says  Hayes,  "  rei)eated  to  Kalulmiah  a  retiuest  which  had  heon  made  cii 
]irevions  occasions,  viz.,  that  liis  ])eople  should  take  lis  upon  their  sledges  and  carrv  us 
northward  tu  the  Ooincaksoak.  Ill~  answer  was  the  same  as  it  had  heon  hitherto.  It  wab 
111 
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(licit   |ir(i|i(mril  to  liiiii   aixl  his  coinixiiiiniH  tliat   we  mIiou!.!  '   .'     h'oin  tlu'iii  tlxir  teams;  l>ut 
this  till'}' also  tlccliiifil  til  (III,     Nil  iifTi  IS  wliidi  ui' cniilil  ma..    icuhmI  li>   |if.iiltin' tlu«  sliylilcht 


iiii|i|-esriiiiii  ii]iiiii  tlii'iii, 
our  wiHiiOH, 


ami 


It    was    cloar   that   luithiiiu 


WOlll 


1.    iiiuiU'c   thrill   to  com 


I'ly 


will 


iior  t'vt'ii  ji 


ivi'  IIS  any  I'l-aHiiii  lor  thrir  ri'l'iisil.  I'l  Tact,  Ihiy  thiii'i)iiy:hly  iimliT- 
htiHul  uiif  Hitiiutioii;  and  we  now  riitntaiiiril  no  doiilit  that  thi>y  liad  maile  up  tlicir  mintU, 
with  a  uiianiinity  which  at  an  eailicr  pi  riod  M-ciiii'd   iinpnilialili',  to  aliaiidon   us  to  oiii-  (ati 


am 


I  to  jiiolit  liy  it. 


«<  'I 


riiu   ipu'stion  to  111'  diridi-d    Ix'camo  ii  very  plain 


one 


il 


ere  wore  hi.\  civi 


liscd 


nun, 


who  liad  no  iisoit  jor  the  pi-esicivation  ol  their  hves,  their  userulneHS,  and  the  ha||iiiie(*M 
<  r  their  families,  except  in  the  aid  of  8ledo;es  and  teams  which  tlio  Havn;,'e  ciwneis  olistinatels 
rel'iised  to  sell  or  to  hire.     The  expectation  ol'  >ei/.iiii,',  alter  we  should  have  starved  or  Irozeii 


to   deutli,   iiiir    remaining;   i 


lre,•t^ 


as    till'   onlv    motive  ol'    the    rel'iisal.     'Mi 


e    Miva^jes   were 


uitliin  easy  reach  of  their  friends,  and  could  .xiill'er  little  liy  a  short  <lelay  of  their  letiiin. 
lor  their  property  compensation  eould  he  made  after  our  arrival  at  the  hri"'.  For  iii\ 
own  part,  before  altemptiiiy-  to  neo;.itiat!  with  Kalutunali  I  had  determined  that  his  part\ 
should  not  esea]>e  us  in  eiue  <if  failure  in  our  application  to  them  for  aid. 


.M 


V  cum 


lades  were  not  beliiml  me  in  their  inclinations:    indeed,  it   is  to  their  erelit 


that  in  so  desperate  an  extremity  they  were  williiio-  to  restrain  theniMlves  from  measures 
of  11  kind  to  o;ive  us  ut  the  time  far  less  trouble  than  those  which  1  sii'rj^ested.  lleiii;;' 
iiiiwilliii;^'  that  any  unneeessary  liariii  should  eoiiie  to  the  llsipiimaux,  1  proposed  to  put 
them  to  sle  p  with  opium;  then  taking  possession  of  their  do<,'s  and  sledoes,  to  push  iiorlli- 
ward  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  lcaviii;jp  them  to  awaken  at  their  leisure;  to  stop  for  u 
few  hours  of  rest  amono-  our  friemls  at  Nortliumberland  Island  ;  then  to  make  directly 
for  ('ai)e  .Vlcxander,  with  the  hope  of  "•ettiiio-  so  far  the  start  of  Kalutunali  and  his  com- 
panions that  before  they  could  arrive  at  Xellik  and  spread  the  alarm  we  should  be  I  eyond 
their  reach. 

"  This  plan  met  with  the  unanimous  sanction  of  the  i>arty,  and  we  jurpared  to  put  it 
into  iiiiinediate  cxeeiition.  In  the  way  of  this  were  some  dilliciillies.  Our  f,niests  were 
manifesting  ^reat  uneasiness,  and  a  decided  disinclination  to  remain.  Many  threateniiio> 
o:lanees  and  very  few  kind  words  had  been  bestowed  upon  them,  and  they  were  evidently 
beyinniii'^  to  feel  that  they  were  not  in  a  safe  place.  It  became  now  our  liist  duty  to 
reassure  them,  and  aeoordiuu'ly  the  aiiory  looks  j^ave  place  to  friendly  smiles.  The  old, 
familiar  habits  of  our  peojile  were  resumed.  Many  presents  were  o-iven  to  them.  1  tore 
the  remaining;  pictures  from  my  '  Anatomy,'  and  the  picture  of  the  poor  footsore  boy  who 
wanted  washino'  from  '  ('opp.Mlield,'  and  ^'•ave  them  to  Kalutunali  for  his  children.  Such 
pieces  of  wood  as  remained  to  us  were  distributed  amonjjst  tlicni.  Kacli  received  a  comb. 
This  last  they  had  sometimes  seen  us  use,  and  they  proceeded  immediately  to  comb  mil 
their  matted  hair,  or  rather  to  attempt  that  work;  but  forty  years  of  nej^'lect,  blubber^  and 
tilth,  had  so  ylued  their  locks  tofrcther  that  there  was  no  possibilit\-  of  gettinj,^  a  comb 
tlirouoh  them.  The  jests  excited  by  these  attempts  to  imitate  our  practices  diil  more  to 
restore  coiilidenee  than  anythinj;^  else. 

"  At  leii,o-tli  was  reached  tlie  climax  of  on?  hospitalities.  The  stew  which  we  had  been 
piV'parine;  fur  our  i^uests  was  ready  and  was  placed  before  them,  and  they  were  soon  greedil} 


I    t 
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Wi 


(luvotirin^  it.  Tliix  in'occodini;  was  watcln'l  l>\  ii^  with  iiiiiii;li>il  iitixioty  niid  HtitiMriii'li<i)i, 
|)ir  wliili'  till'  |)nt  was  nvrr  the  tin'  I  IkhI  tnrticd  iiitn  it  iiiitil)MM-\L'(l  tlio  cuiitiMttH  i>\'  a  Hiiiall 
vial  of  laiiilaiiiini.  'I'lic  Mniip,  dl'  iiiiiinc,  cnntaiiii'il  tlic  liii';;i'i'  part  i>{  tin*  upiiiiii,  Imt  IicJiil; 
Miiall  ill  ipiatitity  it  had  Inrii  iiiadi'  i^n  hitter  that  thi'V  vmmiIiI  imt  cat  iimn'  than  the  liaK 
nf  it.  Ill  oidiT  til  pruvt'lit  cither  nl"  them  riniii  jji  Itiiii'''  an  ovoi'-thwo  we  divided  the  lliiid 
into  three  ri|iiMl  portiitnH,  and  then  with  intense  iiiteiot  awaiteil  the  result,  appreheiiHivi 
that  the  iiaredtie  had  nut  heeii  ailniiiiisiteri'd  in  siiliieiently  lar;;fo  ipiaiitity  tn  eiisiir.  the 
de-ired    elTeit. 

'■  Alter  an  interval  i<\'  painlul  watiiiriiIne>-«  on  the  part  ol'  my  eiinipanii>ii-i  the  luinteri* 
l)e;^nn  til  diMiip  their  eyoliiJH,  and  a»ked  tn  he  allnwed  to  lie  dnwn  and  sleep.  We  were 
imf  hiiiLf  in  n'raiitiiiy'  their  wisli,  and  never  Ipel'iire  had  wi  niaiiifeHted  nmr.'  kindly  dispiisitinii> 
titwards  theiii.  \\  o  a.Hsii*ted  them  in  lakini;'  nIT  their  e()at!4  and  Ii  mts,  and  then  wrapped  them 
\\\>  in  iiur  lilankots,  almtit  whieli   we  were  iid  loiij^er  la-stidiinis. 

"Our  yiiest-i  were  in  a  few   minuter    a>leep,   Int    I   dici   iii.t    knuw  Ikiw   miieli   of    their 


drowsine--!  was  due  to  faliyiie   (for   they   had  heeii   hnntino'),  and    I 


low     III 


mil   to   the  (i| 


I1IIIII 


iior  were   we 


liy  any  means  assured   that   their  sleep  was  soiiml,  for  they  exliihiled  sions  of 


3tl 


resllessiiess   wliieii 


<;reatly 


alarmed 


llverv    nio\ement    hail,    therefore,   to    In nduited 


with  the  ntmiKt   eireiimspeetioii. 

"  'I'll  jirepare  for  starting-  was  the  woil'.  of  a  few  minutes.  ^Ve  were  in  full  travcllino- ilri'ss — 
liiats,  hoots,  and  mittens,  and  some  of  ns  won'  masks;  the  hunters' whijis  were  in  our  hands,  and 
notliin<;  romaiiied  to  he  done  hiit  to  jLfet  a  eup  fmni  the  shelf.  The  moment  was  a  eritiial  one. 
for  if  the  ^leepi'i's  should  awake  oiir  selieme  mu>t  he  revealed,  (iodfrey  ri'aehed  up  I'or  th.; 
desired  eiip,  and  down  came  the  whole  eoiiteiits  of  the  shelf,  ra'itlino'  to  the  o'p,,unil.  I  .-aw  the 
sfeepers  start,  and,  antieipatini^'  the  result,  in-taiitly  sjiraiiff  to  the  Ii;;ht  and  extii'<,'-nishe<l  it 

I. 


s   were    arousei 


with    a    hlow    of   my    mitteiied    hand.       .\s   was   to  he  expected,   the    hunter 

Kalutunali  yavi^  a  o;rnnt,  and   impiired  what   was  the  matter.     I   answered  him  hy  throwii 


ly 


myseU   upon   (h<'  hreek,  and,  crawlin 


jr   to   h 


sale 


h 


dl 


iiijrired  liim  close,  and  criec 


(1 


Ml|o'||<polv 


(sleep).      He  laui,''hed,  muttered  soinethinjf  which  I  could  not  understand,  and,  without    havn 


iispeeted    that 


anything'    was  wrom,",  ai,''ain 


f.H 


aslceo, 


Dr.    Haves   and    1 


us    ci^niiiaiiioii.- 


ill  It 


le  tl 


leir  escape 


The  dojr.;,  however,  jjfave  them  a  or^at  deal  of  trouhh.';  and  they  were  not  surprised  when. 


alter  a 


halt  i: 


ir  colVee,  and  to  make  some  necessary  repairs,  they  saw  the  prisoners  left    in  the 


snow  hut  eoininij  after  them  in  full  pursuit.  There  was  nothino-  for  it  hut  a  det'rmine  1  front. 
Hayes  and  his  companions  u'ot  their  rilles  ready,  and  on  the  apjiroaeh  of  the  i.atives,  levelled 
them,  ready  to  tire.  This  hrmij^ht  the  I'lscpiimaux  to  their  senses,  and  with  many  deprecatory 
;;estures  they  promised  to  do  all  that  was  asked  of  them.  The  affair  eiideil,  I  appily,  without 
liloodshed,  and  the  natives  accompanie*!  Hayes  to  the  hrio',  which  he  reached  tal'ely,  as  hefure 
recorded,  after  many  adventures. 


Kane    m 
journal    ever 


akes    the     followino'    cliaraeteiistie    eiitrv    for    Jai.tiary    (ith,    1n.j.j 


oets    to    I 


le     iiis|)ec 


ted    I 


i\-    other     eves,    t 


Colour    o 


f     it.- 


iiau'Ci 


till 


itmosphere    it    is    written    in. 


W 


e    ha\e    Ijc  Ml    I'lntilatiiio'    tin 


■.siuimanx 


-"  If    th:^' 
,ill    tell    of 


lor    some 


time   in  evi  rythino-  else;    and    iiow,   last   of    all,    this    iutolerahle   temperature   and    our  want 


of    fuel    have    driv 


en    us 


to    rely    on    our    lamps    for   heat.     Counting   those    which  I  have 


I  J 


m 


te 


\n 


i?  1 


i 


I 


I 


:4i 


(1.1. 
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<nic('    llu'    waiiilfr. 


rs    nun.'   I'a.k,   w.-    li;iv.'    twelve  .■.nistiintlv    ti'iiiny,   with   the  ^^rc 


l:iO 


•,111(1    sii..t    ('V('r\  w  licr.'    ill    ]irM|mrtii'ii. 


1     .';in     I 


liirdiv   ki'cii    iiu'    ciiiirts    nnd   ir"i~tcrs  iii  aiiv- 


tliiii"'    iilic    (I. ■(•('lit     trim.      ()ur     l.c.ls    and     ll(■(lllill^•     arc     aliMilutcly    lilack,    and     niir     laces 
1  c'jl'riincd    willi    fatty   .iM-lHiii    like  tlic    l>(juini.iii.\   "['    S..ntli    Greenland.'' 


Still     tlie     >.-t 


ir\  \    kcjit    a    niinilicr    .d'    tlic    nicii    in    an    nnscrviccalile    cniiditiiiii.      S^ 


(line 


cif     Kane's     remarks     (Hi    tlic    use    nl'    raw    meats    <V///iy;r/.v    ol"  tlieir    value    in    a    medicinal 

sense,   are    interest iiiL;' : — "  1    d"    n.'t    kiU'W ,"    says    h.-,    "tliat  my   journal    aiiywliere    men- 

tidUs  (iiir    liaiiitiiatidii   tn    raw   meats,   n^r  dues    it    dwell    nimii  tlieir    strani^'e    adaiitaticu    lo 

scurljutic    diseiiijo.     Our   jnuriieys  luive    taught    us    the   wisihun  (d'    the    l'^s(juiniaux  ai)i)etite, 


ESUUI.MAV  X    >NO\V    llMl  M..« 


Ml 


d      tl 


aiul    tliere   are 


few 


amnn 


;;st    u>;    who   d.)    not    relish    a    slice    of  raw    hluhbcr   or   a   chunk 


of    fr.izeu    walrus-lieef.       The    liver    of    a    walrus    (awuktanuk),    eaten    with     little    slices    of 
Ills    fat,    of    a    verity    is    a    delicious    morsel  !       Fire    would     ruin    the    curt,    pithy    expres- 


sion   o! 


\itality    which    l-cloii^s    to    its    iiiicookiMl    ]pieces.       Cliarles    lii'.mh's    roast    pi 


tr    wa- 


iiotliiiiii'  to  awuktanuk.  I  woiidcr  that  ra>v  lie(d'  is  not  eaten  at  home.  Deprived  "I 
extraiieiiis  lihre,  it  is  neither  iiidiocstiMe  nor  dillicult  to  masticate.  With  acids  and 
condiments  it  ir.akes  a  salad  wlii.h  an  edm  ate(l  palate  cannot  liel])  relishino- ;  and  as 
a  ]iowetfiil  aii'i  condensed   licat-makiiii,''  and  aiiti-scorbutie   loud   it    has   no  i'i\al. 


My  plans  for  sledo-iny,  simple  as  I  mice  thoiig'ht   them,  and   simple  certainly  as  t 


om- 


pared  with  those  of  the  Mnylish  jiarties,  have  completely  changed,  (iive  me  an  eig-ht- 
poiiiid  iciiidrer-fiir  liag  to  sleej)  in,  an  Ks(piimau\  lani]i  with  a  lump  of  moss,  a  sheet-iron 
siiuw-iiii'la  r  or  a  coiipcr  sniip-jmt,  with  a  tin  cylinder  to  slip  over  it  and  defend  it  fmm 
the  wind,  a  go.id  /,/,',;■  ,/,■  ri'xixl.iin-f'  .^f  raw  walrus-heef,  and  1  want  nothino-  more  for  a 
long  Jiiurney,  if  the  tlieriinnneter  will   keej)  itself  as  high  as   minus  ■"JO",     (iive   me  a   hear- 


ill  aiiy- 
V     races 

Snllll' 
iK'ilifinal 
IV  mi'i!- 
atinii  to 
ai>[K'titi', 


a   eliunk 

slices  of 
ly    oxj)ros- 

pi<^  was 
•]irivo(l  "t 
ac'itls  aiiil 
;    and    as 

\-  as  ciini- 
aii  fiiilit- 
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nori'  lor  ii 
111'  a   lii'ar- 
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skin  Iiai;',  and  cnl'l'tv  \n  1 t,  and  witli   tlic  dntlu'S  ><u   my  liaik    I   am    iva^iy    \'>v  niimis  CO'-'', 

but   nil  wind. 

"Til.'  i.r..uiamii:t'  runs  aflcr  liiis  fasliiou  :— Ki'<-p  tlif  LI. "4  in  niotiun,  without  jnitcriiij; 


>5. 


K.M  ITl  N  Ml. 


on  the  mai'fli ;  and  for  tlu'  lialt   raise  a  snow-liousf ;  <ir,  i 


f  till'  snow  lies  siaiit  '  v  im|ira(_'tio;iMi 


ensconoc    vnursolf   m    a 


b 


;\V    nr     IIIU 


\vv    tlio    lios)iitaM('   Ifc   <if  an    im-linctl    huinnnM-k-vi; 


Tlk- outside  fal  of  viiur  walrus  sustains  your  little  moss  lire;   i 


Is  frozen  sIh 


es  oMV(>  \o 


u  bread, 


its    frozen  blubber    "'ives    vou    butler,    other    parts    make    the    sou|..       The     miow    supp 


}■ 


•u    with    water;   and   wlien   vou  are  aml'itious  o 


biti 


if  colTee   there   is   a    Iia:;i'ul    >towed   away   in 


y.'ur  boot.      Spread   out   your  bear-bay,  yoiir    only    heavy   movable;    stulV   your    reiudeer-1 


lau' 


i    ^i. 


!  I 


I 


('^ 


:;  I'i) 


'I'llK    SKA. 


Ill 
■■h 


hi 


inside,  limit;'  y^uir  Iiouts  up  oiitsiili',  tiikc  ;i  lihulr  nf  lunii'  uiil  .s''ni[ii'  ofi"  all  tlic  ii  o  frmn  ynir 
lui's.  Xiiw  crawl  in,  tlu'  wlmli'  )iarty  nl'  ymi,  ll'.'l  r(H('niii>t,  draw  the  tup  ol'  yuur  dnrmiturv 
chisc  hoadliiny  t>>  icfwanl.  laiicy  ydiirscll'  in  Syharis,  and,  if  ymi  arc  imly  tired  ennu^li, 
y<tu  may  sleep — like  St.    La\vren<'e  nu   his  i.',ridir(in,  or  even  a  trille  better." 

On  January  17th  Kano  sadly  admits  that  the  "present  state  nF  thin<,''s  cannut  last." 
Tlicy  re(juiivd  meat  above  all  tilings,  and  he  determined  to  make  a  slcdg'C  jnurney  to  ll'.c- 
i'sipiimaux  Imts  at  l-'tah  in  search  of  it.  Tiie  preparations  made,  he  started  on  tlic  :2:2nd, 
Hans  Ciiristian  licin^-  the  onK'  available  man  to  aeconuMiU'  him,  tlie  rest  bein"'  nearK'  all 
jirostrated  with  .scurvy,  and  some  in  a  most  dan;i'cri.us  condition.  His  jmrnal  yivi's  a 
yraphie  account   of  the  attempt,   which   was  a  i'ailuro. 

"  Washino'tou's  l)lrthday,  February  :2:2nd,  was,  howe\cr,  a  day  of  better  omen.  Ilar.s 
iiad  had  a  shot — a  loU"'  simt — at  a  deer,  but  he  had  wounded  him,  and  the  injured 
animal,  they  knew,  would  not  ru;'  I'ai'.  Next  moiiiino'  lians  was  (ut  early  (.n  the  trail 
of  the  Wounded  deer.  Uhina,  the  least  Iiarbarous  ol'  the  sli-d^'c  do^-s,  assisted  him.  He 
was  back  by  noou  with  the  joyful  news,  'The  tnkkuk  dead  only  two  miles  up  bio- 
tiord  !  '  The  cry  found  its  way  throuo-h  the  hatch,  and  cann-  back  in  a  broken  huzza 
from    the    sick    men. 

"  \\'e  are  so  badly  oil'  for  stron^'  arms  that  our  reindeer  threateneil  to  be  a  ^'reat 
eudiarrassmcnt  to  us.  \Ve  had  bard  W(jrk  with  our  do^'s  carrying'  him  to  the  bri", 
and  still  harder,  worn  down  as  we  were,  in  n'ettino'  him  over  the  ship's  side.  Hut  we 
!-ueci'eded,  and  wi're  tnmblino-  hini  down  the  hold,  when  we  found  (nw.selves  in  a  (lilenuna 
like  the  Vicar  of  ^^'akelield  with  his  family  picture.  It  was  impossible  to  drao-  the 
]irize  into  our  little  moss-lined  (lormitor\  ;  the  (<i.\.\i'l.  was  not  half  bi<^'  enough  to  let 
him  jiass ;  aul  it  was  eipially  impossible  to  skin  him  anywhere  else  without  freezino' 
<iur  iln;4'crs  in   the  operation. 

It  was  a  luippy  esca]ie  from  the  eiiibarrassments  of  oia-  hun<j^ry  little  coinicil  to  deter- 
mine that  the  animal  mioht  lie  carved  Ixd'on.'  skinning'  as  well  as  bo  could  be  afterwards; 
and,  in  a  very  few  minutes  we  proved  our  united  wisdom  by  a  feast  on  his  (piartered 
ie:iiains. 

"It  -vas  a  i;lorions  meal,  such  as  the  compeiisatious  of  I'mvidenee  reserve  for 
starvino-  i.ii'i  alone.  We  ate,  forn'ct  I'ul  of  the  )>ast,  and  almost  Jieeilless  of  the  mormw ; 
cleared  away  the  ofl'al  wearily,  ami  now,  at  Id  1>.M.,  all  hands  have  turned  in  to  sleep, 
leavino    to  tlii'ir  commandino'  odicer  the  solitary  honour  of  an   ei,<>'ht    liours'    vin'il. 

"The  deer  was  amoiio'  the  laru'est  of  all  the  northern  specimens  I  have  seen. 
Il(>  measured  live  feet  one  incli  in  o'irtli,  and  six  feet  two  inches  in  leuo-th,  and  stood 
as    larov    as    a    two    vears'    heifer.      AVe    <'-timated    his    wein'ht    at    three    hundred    pounds." 

|{ut  such  a  happv  experience  was  (juite  exceptional  at  this  tinu'.  Other  expeditior.s  to 
the  Ks(iuinKUix  at  this  time  demonstrated  that  they  themselves  were  in  a  starving;' conditicm. 
On  March  ;2()th  two  of  the  men  attempted  to  desert,  l>ut  Kane  had  learned  of  their 
intentiims,  and  confronted  them  as  they  were  aliout  to  lea\e  the  vessel.  One  man, 
Godfrey,  howevc-,  did  succeed,  his  intention  beini;'  apparently  to  reach  the  settlement  at 
b'tah  Hay,  and  robbiui;'  Hans,  their  hunter,  of  sledo-o  and  doo-s,  proceed  south  to  >^etlik. 
He    afterwards     returned     to    the    bris.;'    with    this    very    sledye,  repurting-     that     Hans    was 


i'Ai;i;\vi:i.i,   I'n  Tin:  I'.kk;. 
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lyiiii;  sick  at  I'tali,  and  tliat  lie  liiinsclt'  iiiti'iidi'd  \n  s'ttlc  dciwn  aninn^-  the  l'.si[ininauN. 
Hutli  Hoiisall  and  Kaiic  wci'o  at  tliis  tinu'  liardly  al'lc  to  walk,  wliilc  tl:-  ivst,  tliii-ti'cii 
in  all,  wi'iv  down  with  the  scurvy.  Slmts  were  lircd  at  Iiini  to  ni;d<c  l.ini  clianj^c  his 
mind,  l;ut  he  ayain  cscaipc(l,  an<l  this  circiuiistancc,  witli  Hans'  continiic>l  ahscncc, 
naturally  caused  the  coniniaiuh'r  niiicli  anxiety.  Kane,  thnnj,'li  weak  and  disj)irited, 
determined  to  ^'o  in  search  ol'  l»otli.  'I'lie  simjucI  was,  thai  t'.isniiisin^'  himself  as  an 
J']s(jnimaux,  he  suec'cded  in  (h'ceivin^'  the  (h'serter  when  he  arrived  at  tiie  villaii'c,  and 
liand<'uHinn'  iiim  made  him  yield  unconditionally;  lie  returned  to  tl  l  Irit;  iis  •,:  i)risoner. 
JIans,   however,   had   heen   really   ill. 


C'HAl'Tl'R    WVll. 

KaNK's      lixi'KDlTIO.V      {i-i>,irlli(Jril). 
A  .'Si;il  Kiitry-Karrwcll  lo  llio  Hi'i,;    l),'|):ii-lmi'  I'di-  llic  SduiIi -Ileal h  nf  ()lil<' ii    Iiillienli  TnivcUi-iLj-Tlio  (Ipcn  Will   r - 


'riic    KsciniiiiaiLX    of    Klali-A    Tcriililc  (Jalc  — Aiiioiii.:  the  Iii-dUcii  FIci 


A  (ircciilaiii!  <)a> 


■riie  Ice  Cliir    Kkk-   I'.v 
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Kank    had    now    heen    two    \('ars    in    the     arctic     regi 
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jnon    were    invalids,   and    it    took    all   the  doctor's  unremitting'  attention   to  keep   them   i'n 
utter  despondeiK'y  ;    others,  a;4'ain,   wanted  only  strength   to  hocme  niutin 
lit    the    lie<;inn 
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ini^s."  Hrooks,  his  llrst  otHcer,  "as  stalwart  a  man-o'-war's-man  as  ever  faced  an  enemy," 
burst  into  tears  when  lie  lirst  saw  himself  in  the  glass.  On  the  Itli  their  last  reinnant  of 
fresh  meat  had  heeii  doled  out,  and  tlie  re<,'-iou  about  tin  ii  harbour  ceased  to  yield  any  <i,'aine. 

-priny,   and  some  supplies  obtained  from  the  natives, 
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Alav  arrived,  and  with  retui 


tl 


le  irew  were  so 
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the  jireparatioiis  for  an  immediiite     (a  1    to  the  southward.      It   had   1  ecome  only  too  evident 


that   their  vessel,  now  almost  ili.~;.iantled  to  the   water's    ed<re — the    woodwork    haviiiL;'    1 


)i'en 


Jieei 


led  for  fuel — nmxl  be  ab,i;'loned.      Ibii   <  u:'  month's  iirovisions  remained,  and   thev  wer 


thirteen  hundred  miles  from  the  iMvirest   l>anish  settlement. 


The    last    farewell    to    the    brii;'    was    made    with    some    de^-ree  of  solemnity.     It  was 
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dh 


IS  men, 

not  alTeetin<^'  to  disyuise  from  them  the  ditliculties  still  to  be  overidine,  but  remiiidini;' 
them  how  often  an  unseen  Power  had  already  rescued  them  from  peril.  lie  was  met  in  a 
right  sjpirit,  and  a  memorial  was  shortly  afterwards  Ijrotight  to  !iim,  signed  by  the  whole 
eompany,  which  stated  that  they  entirely  coiv.urred  in  his  attempt  to  reach  the  south  l»y 
means  of  boats,  and  that  they  were  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  aliandoiiing  the  brig. 
All  then  went  on  deck.  The  Hags  were  hoist,  d  and  hauled  down  again,  and  the  men 
walked    once  or  twice  around  the   brig,  looking  at  her  timbers,  and  exchanging  commcuts 
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iiiKiii  the  s(.;ir.s,   ulii.li    rciiiiiulcd    lliriii   ol'   uvorv   slajro  of  her  (lisin;iiitliii^'.      TIil-  li<!iiiv-lu'ii(l 
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—  the   I'iiir    Aiii^iista,    lliu    little  Miic   j^irl    with   pink   eiioeks,   wlm  li;t( 

icL'lieri;'  ami    hor    Hoc   I'V   a   iiiji  (ilV    lu'dcv  ilkvi    Krach    -was   taki-ii    I'min  tlie  Ituwt 

at    any    rate    \vu>m1,"  >ai(l    llic    men,  uliun     Kani'    lie- itatoil    al'iml    giving    llieni    the    cxtia 

liiirdcn,   "and  if    we  lanncit   carry    licr  far  \vc  can  burn   her." 

Their    latats   Nwre   three   in    nundiei',   all   nl'   them   well    liattci'cd   In    cxjid^ure  {<>   ice   and 


-turm,  alnmst  as  de-trueti\('   df   their  seaworthin 


as   tile   hot    sun    nj    other   reL!■llln^ 


T' 


of    them    were    cy|irc—    whale-hnats,    twenty-six    feet    \uwj;.  with    sevcu    I'ei't    I'cani,   and    three 
feet    dee|i.      Tiiesc   w.M'e   -t  ren;^'t  heued    \\itli   oak    licit  IdUi-jiiece-  and   a    loun'    strinu'-picee    luilli'd 
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ale    and    ;^'ive     iiii/rcascd    dejith.       A   neat    I 
ly'e-line   su>tained   fore  and   aft   hv    slanchions.     The  third  boat  was  the  little   /,'<ii   £, 


1,   f-erVi'd    to    r-lreni't  nen    1 
f    lii;hl   caiiva:?   was  stretched    u] 


ion 


ited 


lev    mounted  lier   on    the 


d    slcdo'c,  the  Fii/Z/i,   hardly  relying'    on    her  for    any   inu'pnses 
of  iiii violation,    Inil    with    the    intention   of  cuttino'   her    up    for    lirewood    in    ease    their    omuis 

jiply  ol'  blubber,      indeed,    in   spite  of  all   the  inyvnuity  <>[  the 
conded    by   the   ]iersevcrino'  lal 
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o   o'lvc    tiii'n\   a.   su 
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carj»enter,  Mr.  Ohlscn.  well  st 
not  one  oi  the  boats  was  positively  seaworthy.  The  //"//*'  would  not  pass  even  charitable 
inspection,  and  they  exi)eete(l  to  burn  her  on  reaching'  water.  The  plankirio-  ,,1'  ^W  ,,\ 
tliem  was  so  dried  up.  tha'  it  could  hardly  be  made  ti^ht  by  caulking'.  The  three  boat- 
were  mounted  on  tin  s'.edocs,  the  provisions  stowed  snugly  under  the  thwarts;  the  clirono- 
nioters,  carefully  boxed  and  padded,  placctl  in  the  stern-sheets  of  tlic  J/"/"',  in  cliaroc  oi 
Mr.  Soiitaj,'".  With  them  were  such  ol  the  instruments  as  they  could  venture  to  transport. 
Their  powder  and  shot,  ujiou  which  their  lives  depended,  were  carefully  distributed  in  bays 
and  till  canisters. 

"There  was,"  says  Kane,  "no  sion  or  affectation  of  spirit  or  entliu>iasm  upon  the 
nuniorable  day  when  we  lir>t  adjusted  the  boats  to  their  cradles  on  the  ^-lcdi^v^,  and  moved 
them  off  to  the  ice-foot  liiit  the  ice  immediately  around  the  vessel  was  smooth,  and  a.- 
tlie  boats  had  not  received  their  lading,  the  (Irst  labour  was  an  easy  one.  As  the  runner^ 
niovcd,  the  L^'lii'ini  •■!'  M'Veral  countenances  was  jierceptibly  liohtciied.  The  eroakt'iv  had 
protested  that  we  eould  not  stir  an  inch.  These  cheerino'  remarks  always  reach  a  com- 
mander's ears,  .  ml  I  took  onod  care,  of  course,  to  make  the  on>et  contradict  them.  H\ 
till'  lime  we  i.  ..lied  the  end  of  our  little  level  the  tone  had  improved  wonder!'ull\ ,  and 
we  were  prepared  for  the  clTort  ol'  crossinii'  the  successive  lines  of  the  belt-ii'c,  ainl  toi'eine 
a    way   throimh   the   sma'-hed    material    which    inter|>osed    between   us  and   the   ice-foot. 

"  This  was  a  werk  of  "'real  dilliculty,  and  sorrowfully  exhan>tiny  to  the  poor  fellow> 
not  yet  accustomed  to  heave  tot^'ether.  Hut  in  the  end  I  had  the  sit isfaet ion,  before  twenty- 
four  hour>  were  over,  of  seeim^'  our  little  arks  of  safety  hauled  up  on  the  hiohcr  plane  o! 
the  ice-foot,  in  full  time  for  ornamental  exhibition  from  the  brii;' ;  their  neat  canva>  housinjr 
riyyed  tent-fashion  over  the  entire  lenoih  of  each;  a  jaunty  little  llay.  made  out  of  one  of 
tiio  commander's  obsolete  linen  shirts,  decorated  in  stripes  from  a  disused  article  of  statioiierx 
— the  red-ink  liottle — and  with  a  very  little  of  the  bh;;'-bao'  in  the  >tar-spaiio'led  eonici 
.\il  hands  after  this  returned  on  board.  1  had  ready  for  them  the  be>t  supper  our  supjilies 
afforded,  and   tlie\'   turned   in   with  minds  prepared   for  their  departure  next   day. 
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"Tlity  wnv  iicarlv  nil  ni'  tlinn  iiivili(l>,  innisrd  \n  upcn  air  ami  rM'ivisc.  It  was 
iK'Cossary  tn  train  tiinn  very  i;ia.liially.  W v  niailf  l.iit  t\\u  niilo  tin-  liiM  (la\  ,  ami  uilli 
a  sin<;'l('  ln.al  ;  and,  imiivd,  lui-  sum.'  time  alter  this  I  tu,,];  caiv  tiial  tli.'V  >liMidd  \\><\  K- 
dislicartcncd  liy  dvcrwurk.  Tlify  runic  Kark  rarls  \n  a  li('art\  -n|p|MT  and  warm  iicds,  and 
I  liad  till' satisractioii  n\  inarcliiii'^'  tln'm  Lack  cacii  nrurriiio'  niorniny  n'Trfslicd  and  rliccrrul. 
Tlic  wcatlicr,   liappily,   was  sn|icrli. 

Itcpcati'd  slcdL'-.'  jiMirncvs   Lack   tn  tlir  luiu,  and  altcrwards  fnini  >tatiiin   to  stati<ai,  wnv 
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made,   as  tlicy  ooiild   imt    transport    all    (licir    ^'.mkIs    at    uiio    tinif    in    their    cnrcclilcd    state. 
No  cmc  worked  harder  than  did  the  coiiiinander   iiiiiiseli'.     On  one  of  his    hot    visits    to   th 
hri^'.  he,   with   the  aid  of  Afortoii    and   an    Es(piimanx,    ljake(l     l.jO  Ihs.   of    luead,    and    ] 
i'ornied  other  cnlinary  operations   lor  the  lieiiefit  <it'  the  wlioli'   parts-. 

Their  jonrney  was  one  of  peril  and  dillieiilt;>,  and  ei 'ist.-n/dv  interrnptcl  liv  o'ales. 
The  relleetioii  would  now  an<l  a^■ain  I'oree  itself  up(,n  their  minds  that  a  sinyle  storm  mio>ht 
convert  the  i>reearious  platform  on  whirh  they  travel!. 'd  info  a  tuninltiiois  icc-paik.  While 
crossing'  a  wvak  ])art  of  the  iee  one  of  their  slediiv-rnnners  liroke  through,  and  Init  for  the 
preseiieo  (d"  niiii.l  .f  Ohlsen,  the  load,  l.oat  and  all,  w,>nld  have  "•  .ne  under,  lie  s.iw  tho 
ieo  o'ive  way,  and  Iiy  a  violent  exercise  of  stivnu'tli,  ]iassed  a  capstan-l>ar  under  the  -lc(|ov, 
and  thns  here  the  load  till  it  wa.s  hauled  on  to  safer  ice  He  was  a  verv  powerful 
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mail,  and  iiiiji'lit  liavo  doiio  this  witlmut  iiiiiiriiijj^  himself;  hut  it  would  sccin  liis  fvitinr? 
yavc  way  uiidiT  him,  I'drciiif;'  him  to  mako  a  still  iiidi'u  (h'sjic'vito  cffurt  In  cxtricalo 
himself.      It  cdst  him  his  life:  he  died  three  days  afterwards,  from  the  strain  on  his  system. 
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lioist    their  sails,    and  run    rajiidly   before   the  wind   over  solid   ice.      It   was  a   new  sensation 
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e    men. 


Levels    which. 


niK 


ler   the   slow  lah 


Kiiir  or    the    dra<;'-rojie,  would    have  delayed 


hi    h 


them  for  hours,  were  <;'iided  over  without  a  halt,  and  the  speed  of  the  sled^vs  made  roflen 
ice  nearly  as  available  as  sound.  They  made  more  jiro^rcss  in  one  day  in  this  manner 
than  they  had  previously  in  live.  The  spirits  of  the  men  rose;  "the  sick  iiKJiinted 
the  thwarts;  the  well  eluii^-  to  the  <i^unwale;  and,  for  the  first  time  for  iiear'y  a  year, 
liroke  out  the  sailors'  chorus,  'Storm  alon;;',  my  hearty  l)oys  I ' " 

"Thou^'h  the  condition  of  the  ice  assured  us,"  says  Kane,  writinf;  several  days 
later,  "that  we  were  drawin<^  near  the  end  of  our  sledp'-journeys,  it  hy  no  means 
diminished  their  diflieulty  or  hazards.  The  part  ot  the  lield  near  the  o])eii  water  is 
always  abraded  by  the  currents,  while  it  remains  ajiparently  firm  on  the  surface.  In 
some  jilaces  it  was  so  transparent  that  we  eould  even  see  the  yurn-liiiy' eddies  below  it ;  while 
in  others  it  was  worn  into  (!})en  holes  that  were  already  the  resort  of  wild  fowl.  Hut  in 
fjeneral  it  looked  hard  and  plausible,  tliouj;Ii  not  more  than  a  foot  or  even  six  inches  in 
thickiu'i^s. 

"This  eoulinued  to  be  its  character  as  loll^•  a.;  we  pursued  the  Lyttelton  Island 
channel,  and  we  were  comjielle.!,  the  whole  way  throun'h,  to  sound  ahead  with  the 
boat-hook  or  narwal-horn.  Wo  learned  this  precaution  from  the  Esijiiiinaux,  who  always 
move  in  advance  of  their  sledt^es  wh.en  the  ieo  is  treacher  ms,  and  test  its  streii<j^th 
before  briiin'ing  on  their  teams.  Our  first  warning  impressed  us  with  the  |iolicy  of 
<)bserviii<j^.  AVe  were  makin;j^  wide  circuits  with  the  whale-boats  to  avoid  the  tide-holes, 
when  si^-nals  of  distress  from  men  scrambling;'  on  the  ice  ann  nineed  to  us  that  the 
lied  Ki-'ic  had  disappeared.  This  unfortunate  little  craft  contained  all  the  dearly-earned 
documents  of  the  expedition.  There  was  not  a  man  who  did  not  feel  that  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  party  rested  in  a  fjreat  dciijree  upon  their  preservation.  It  had  cost  us 
many  ;i  pan<j^  to  <jfive  up  our  collections  of  natural  history,  to  which  every  one  had 
contributed  his  quota  of  labour  and  interest;  1  ut  the  destruction  of  the  vouchers  of 
the  cviMsc — the  loi^'-books,  tiie  meteoroloy;ical  rei;'isters,  the  surveys,  and  the  journals — 
seemed  to  strike  tliein  all  as  an   irreparable  disaster. 

"When  I  reached  the  boat  every t hi iijj^  was  in  confusion.  Blake,  with  a  line  passi'd 
round  his  waist,  was  huul.i':^  uj)  to  his  knees  in  slud^'e,  <j^roi>ino'  for  the  document-box, 
and  ]Mr.  Bonsall,  drivpin^  wet,  was  cu'^  avourinj]^  to  haul  the  provision-hairs  to  a  place  of 
safety.  Happily  the  ^  .t  was  our  li^'htest  one,  and  everythin<r  was  saved.  She  was  gradually 
lightened  until  she  could  bear  a  man,  and  her  cargo  was  then  jiassed  out  by  a  line  and 
hauled  upon  the  ice.  In  spite  of  the  wet  and  the  cold  ami  our  thoughts  of  jioor  Oldseii, 
wo  greeted  its  safety  with  three  cheers. 

"It  was  liy  great  good  fortune  tliat  no  lives  were  lost.  Stephenson  was  capght 
as  he  sank  by  one  of  the  sledge-runnors,  and  .Morton  while  in  tlie  very  act  of  drifting 
under  the  ice  was  seized  by  the  hair  of  the  head  by  ^Ir.  Bonsall,  and  saved  !  " 
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Oil    June    llitli   tliclr    liniits    were    at    llie   open    water. 
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ilcfp  iiulimt  lioiizoii,  and  licar  its  mar  ay-aiiisst  tlii'  icy  ln'acli.  Its  sc'iit  is  in  (nir  iinstrils 
and  our  lii-arts."  Tlioy  liacl  tlicir  Imats  to  prepare  now  I'ur  a  Ion;,'  and  adventnr.nis 
iiavii,''ation.  They  were  so  sniull  and  heavily  hahii  as  hardly  to  justify  nnicli  eunlidenee 
in  their  Imoyaney  ;  Iml,  hesich's  tliis,  they  were  split  with  rro>t  and  warpetl  hy  sunshine,  and 
fairly  open  at  the  seams.  They  were  to  he  eaidked,  and  swelled,  and  laimehed,  and  stowt-d, 
liefore  they  eouid  venture  to  enihark  in  them.  A  rainy  south-wester  ton,  whieh  laid  met 
them  on  arrival,  was  now  sjireadin;;'  with  its  hiaek  nindais  over  tiie  sky  im  if   the)  were  to 


lie  stiirm-stuved  on  tlu'  nreearious  ice-lieaeii.      It 


a  time  of  anxietv, 
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1  July  ISlh,  "The  l']s(piimaux  are  camped  l>y  our  side — the  wliolc 
settlement  ol'  lltali  con;;rejj;ated  around  the  *  liiif  ealtlron  '  of  Cape  Alexander,  to  hid  us 
<^o.)d-hye.  There  are  Meteli  and  Mealik  his  wife,  our  old  ae(|uaintance  .Mi>;.  I'.iderduek, 
and    their    live    chililreii,    eommeiieiny    with    Myouk  my  Ixxly-^^-uard,   and    ending'    with    the 
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can    name    them    everv    oiie,    hut    thev    know    us    as    well.      We    have    found 


hrotl 


ler; 


111  a  straiu 


land. 


For  many  clays  after  leaving-  their  Msipiimaiix  friends  they  were  more  or  less  lieset 
with  Iirokeii  tloatini^-  iee,  and  the  wi'ather  was  ol'tm  extremely  liail.  Kane  dr.-crihes  n 
<;ale,  during'  whieh  the  hoats  were  nearly  swampcHl.  At  li'ii<jtli  tliey  reached  a  cleft  or 
eave   in    tiie  clilY,  and  were   shoriiii,'-  up   their   lioat   with   )d(.cks   of   ice,    when    they    saw   flic 


weleome  si^i'lit  of   a  lluck  of   eider  diick.- 
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ystal   retreat,  n'atherinn'  ey^s   at    the  rate  of 
day.     Outside    tn^     -torm   rayeil   without    intermission,   and    <:ur  en't;'-liuiiters   fiiiind 
it  dilliciilt    to   keep  (heir   feet  ;     !>ut   a    merrier  set  of   ;;oiirnKinds  than  were   <,'atliered   within 
nt'ver  surfeited   in  f^'onial   diet."      It 
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hel. 


i\\  ed     them    to 
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dejiart.  In  laniichiiii^  tiie  //'»/;''  slie  was  jirccipitated  into  the  sludye 
away  rail  and  Imlwark,  lumlilini;'  their  hest  sliot-i>'un  into  the  sea,  and,  worst  of  all,  their 
kettle — souji-kottle,  paste-kettle,  tea-kettle,  water-kettle,  all  in  one — was  lost  overhoard. 
For  some  days  after  they  made  fair  progress. 

A   little    later   and  matters  had    not  improved.     The    ieo  was    again  before  them  in  an 


almost  unbroken   mass. 


ipr 
Tilings  grew  worse   and    worse    with    us, 


says 


K; 


me 


the  old 


dilliculty  of   lircatliing  came   back   again,  and   our    feet  swelled  to    such  a.i  extent    that  we 


were   obliu'ed    to    cut 


open    on 


uneasiness    w 


r   oanvas    boots.      Hut    the   .s^-mptom    which    gave    me    most 

n  at 
■    ot 


as   our  inability  to   sleep.     A    form  of   low  fever  which  hung   liy  iis    win 


All 


mv 


work    had    been    kejit    down    by    the    thoroughness    of    our    daily    rest 
escajie  were  in  the  refreshing  intluences  of  the  halt. 

"  It  must  be  remembered  that  we  were  now  in  the  opi'ii  bay,  in  the  full  line  of  the 
great  ice-drift  to  the  .Vtlantie,  and  in  lioats  ?..  frail  and  unseawortliy  as  to  require  constant 
baling  to  keep  them  atloat. 

"It  was  at  this  crisis  of  our  fortunes  tliat  we  saw  a  large  seal  floating — as  is  the 
custom  of  these  animals — on  a  small  patch  of  ice,  and  seemingly  asleep.      It  was  an  iis>uk, 
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11  nil 


1  so  lur<r('  tlial  T  at  tirst  mistook  it    I'or  a  walrus 


>i<'ua 


1  was  made  for  the  Unjie  to  follov 


a<t.'rii,  and,  trcinl)liiij,''  with  aiixioty,  we  jirepared  to  erawl  down  njion   liim. 


Petersen,  with  the  lar^e   Kn<,Mish  rille,  was 


stationed  in  tht;  how,  and  stoekiiiMs  were 


tl 


drawn    over    tlio    oars    as  inuiuers 


tIK 


As  we  neared  the    animal    our    cxeitement    beeamo    so 
intense  that  the  men  could  hardly  keep  stroke.      I   had  a  set  ol'  sio-nals  for   siieh  occasions, 

and  when  about  three  hundred  yards  off  the  oars 


\\ 


hieh 


<pa  re 


il  us 


tl 


le  noise  o 


f   tl 


le   voice 


were  taken   in,  and   we  moved  on   in  deep  silence  witn  a  sinyle  sii 


th 


:1c 


nil  astern. 


II 


!•  was    not   a>lee|i,   lor  he  rearei 


1  his  head  when   we  were   almost    within    rille-shot 


am 


1  to  this  dav   I   can  remember    the  hard,  careworn,  a 


Imost 


des])airin<:j   expression  o 


f    th 


me 


n's  thin  faces  as  thcv  saw  him  move:    their  lives  depende  i  on  his  capture. 


1   d. 


('pressed   mv   hand   iicrvoiislv,  as  a 


-i<riial  for  IVterseii  to  lire.      M'Ciary  huii<,'  upoi 


riiK  HuMi:  or   ihk  Eunai  dUck. 


his  oar,  and  the  lioat,  slowly  l)ut  noiselessly  sa.^'jj^ing  ahead,  seemed  to  me  within  certain 
range.  Looking-  at  Petersen,  I  saw  that  the  po(»r  fellow  was  paralysed  by  his  anxiety, 
tryinii;-  vainly  to  obtain  a  rest  for  his  gun  against  the  cut-water  of  the  boat.  The  seal 
rose  on  his  fon'-lli[)])ers,  ^azed  at  us  for  a  moment  with  frightened  cu.iosity,  and  coiled 
himself  for  a  jilunge.  At  tliat  instant,  simultaneously  with  the  crack  of  our  rille,  he 
relaxed  his  hmg  length  on  tlie  ice,  and,  at  the  very  brink  of  the  water,  his  head  fell  help- 
less to  one  side. 

"  I  wnild  have  ordered  another  shot,  but  no  discipline  could  have  controlle<l  the  men. 
With  a  wild  yell,  each  vociferating  according  to  his  own  imiailse,  they  urged  both  boats 
upon  the  Hoes.  A  crowd  of  hands  seized  the  seal,  and  bore  him  up  to  safer  ice.  The  men 
seemed  half  crazv  :  I  had  not  realised  how  much  we  were  reduced  by  absolute  famine.  T'ley 
lan  over  tlie  Hoc,  crying  and  laughir.g,  and  brandishing  their  knives.  It  was  not  live  i.iinutes 
belbre  each   man  was  sucking  his  Idoody  lingers,  or  monthing  long  strips  of  raw  blubber. 

"  Xot  an  ounce  of  tiiis  seal  was  lost.  The  intestines  found  their  way  into  the  soup- 
kettles  witiiout  any  observance  of  the  j)reliminary  home  invocsses.  The  cartilaginous  parts 
of  the  fore- nippers  were  cut  off    in  the  iiic'la:  and    i)assed  round    to  be  chewed    upon  ;    and 
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even  the  liver,  Wiinii  and  raw  a-i  it  was,  liadc  fair  to  lie  eaten  l)ef(>re  it  liail  seen  tlio  |iMt. 
Tliat  nif^Iit,  on  the  hirj^'e  lialtiny-ll(ie,  tu  wliieh,  in  euntetiipt  of  tlie  (hinders  ol"  dril'ting,  we 
liappy  men  had  haidi-d  nur  lK)ats,  two  entire  jihinks  of  the  Unl  Erh-  were  devoted  to  a 
unind  cook  in;,'- tire,  and   we  enjoyed  a   rare  and   savao;o   feast. 

"Two  days  after  tliis  a  mist  had  settled  down  upon  the  ishmds  whieh  einlmyed  n«, 
and  when  if  lifted  we  found  ourselves  rowini,'-  in  lazy  time,  nnder  the  shadow  of  Karkanioof. 
Just  then  a  familiar  sound  came  to  ns  over  the  water.  \Ve  hud  often  listened  to  the 
sereeehin^''  of  the  y^idls  or  the  hark  ■i'  the  fox,  and  mistaken  it  for  tlie  *  link'  of  the 
Escjuimaux  J  hut  this  had  aliout  it  an  inlli'ctinn  not  to  he  mistaken,  for  it  died  away  in 
the  familiar  eadenee  of  a   '  halloo.' 

"' Listen,  Petersen  !  oars,  men!'  'What  is  it  V  ' — and  he  listened  .|uietly  at  lust,  and 
then,   trend)liny,  said,  in  a  half  whisper,  '  i>annemarkers  !  ' 

"  I  reniemher  this  tiie  first  tone  of  Ciiristiai;  voiee  wliiih  had  o-rerted  our  return 
to  the  world.  How  we  all  stund  uj)  and  peen'il  into  the  di-tant  i.onk  ;  and  how  the  cry 
eame  to  us  ao'ain,  just  as,  having  seen  nothing,  we  were  donhtino-  whether  the  whole  was 
not  a  dream  ;  and  then  how,  with  lone^  sweeps,  the  white  ash  erackini,'  under  the  spring 
of  the  rowers,  we  stood  for  the  ea|)e  that  the  si.iind  proeei'ded  from,  and  how  ner\iiu>iy  we 
scanned  the  yreen  spots,  which  our  experience,  i^'rown  now  into  instinct,  told  us  would  he 
tlie  likely  Ciimi)in<^-o'ronpd  of  wayfarers! 

"  Bv-and-hv— for  we  niu-t  have  heen  pidliuff  for  a  li'ood  hall'-hour  — the  single  mast  of 
a  small  shallop  showed  itself;  and  I'eter-en,  who  had  heen  very  ipiiet  and  yrave,  hurst  out 
into  an  iiK.'oherent  lit  of  eryino',  only  relieved  hy  hrokeii  exclamations  of  mino-Icd  l>anish  and 
|]nolisli.  ' 'Tis  the  I  jiernavik  oil-hoat,  the  l-'i-ditlr'ni  I'ldixr/irr !  Carlie  Mossyn,  tlie 
assistant  coo])er,  must  he  on  his  road  to  Kinyatok  for  hluhher.  The  Mtridiif  fihe  ..ne 
annual  ship)  has  come,  and  I'arlie  ]\Iossyn '— aiul  here  he  did  it  all  over  ayain,  yuljiin"- 
down    his   words  and   wrinyini^'  his  hands. 

"It  was  Carlie  .Mossyn,  sure  enouyh.  The  cpiiet  routine  of  a  Danish  settlement  is  the 
same  year  after  year,  and  Petersen  had  hit  upon  the  exact  state  of  thinys.  The  Miiridiif 
was  at  Proven,  and  Carlie  .Mossyn  had  come  uj)  in  the  Fi-uutcin  F/n/sc/icr  to  yet  the  year's 
supply  of  hluhher  from  Kinyatok. 

"  Here  we  first  yot  oiu-  cloudy  vayuc  idea  of  what  had  passed  in  the  world  duriny  our 
alisenee.  The  frieti(»n  of  its  lieree  rotation  has  not  much  disturhcd  this  little  outjiost  of 
civilisation,  and  W(>  iiouyht  it  a  sort  of  blunder  as  ho  t<ild  us  that  France  and  I'jiyland 
were  leayiied  with  the  .Mussulman  ayainst  the  Greek  Church.  He  was  a  yood  Lutheran, 
this  assistant  cooper,  and  all  news  with  liiia  had  a  theoloyical  complexion. 

"'What  of  America?  eh,  Petersen?' — and  we  all  looked,  waitiny  for  him  to  interi>ret 
the  answer. 

"'America?'  said  Carlie;  '  wc  don't  know  much  of  that  country  here,  for  they  have 
no  whalers  on  the  coast  ;  hut  a  steann-r  and  a  'lanpie  jiassed  up  a  fortniyht  ayo,  and  have 
yone  out   into  tue  ice  to  seek  your  party.' 

"How  yently  all  the  lore  of  this  man  oozed  out  of  him!  he  seemed  an  oracle,  as, 
with  hot  tinyliny  finyers  jnvssed  ayainst  the  yunwale  i>f  the  hoat,  we  listened  to  his  words. 
*  Sehastopol  aint   taken.'      Where  and  what   was  Sebastopol  ? 
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had  hceu  It'i'i-nmu  id'  the  settleiiieiit,  and  he  calls  my  atteiiti"ii,  with  a  sort  ni'  |ii"ide,  to  the 


wo 


rkinoii's  hell.       It    i-   si.x  o'eloek.       Wo  a 


re  neaniio;  liie  ei 


d  of 


mr  trials. 


le 


dream 


lulling'    ( 

Can  I'.  I 

"We  liiio-ycd  the  land  hy  the  hiu'  harhour,  tnrned  tl"'  coriiei'  In  the  hrewlinUM',  and, 
in  the   midst  of  a  (r.)\vd  of  eliildnii,  hauled  our  hoats  I'mi'  the  last   time  u|i(in  tin'  ni-ks, 

"  I'or  ri^hty-l'our  il;iys  we  h  id  lived  in  the  open  air.  Our  hahit-  were  hard  and  weather- 
worn. We  I'liild  Hot  iviiiain  within  the  four  walls  of  a  house  without,  a  distressiiio'  seiisi- 
of  sulVucaUi'ii.  ihit  Wl'  drank  olTee  that  ni^ht  hel'ore  many  a  hospitable  threshold,  and 
listened  ajL,''ain  ami  a<,'ain  to  (he  hymn  of  weleome,  whirli,  sung'  by  inuny  voiees,  yreeted  iiir 
di'liveraneo."      Tli       had  heeii  eij^'hty-four  days  on   the  trip. 

Kiuie  and  his    party  received    all   maimer  of    kindness    from    tlw  Danes  of    Ipei'iiavik. 


Aft 


er  stoppiiiL;'  lliero  lie 


iirlv  a  month,  and  reeruitiiiy;  their  health,  the\    left    for  (iodliav 


II  on  a 


Danish  vessel,  liie  captain  of  whi«'h  had  eiiyancd  to  drop  them  at  the  Shetland  Islands,  shoidil 


no  otlirr  or 


hi'tt. 


r  opporliiiiity  occur. 


Just 


lu'\    were 


Icaviiii 


C 


joclnavn,  liowcver, 


th 


look-out  man  at  the  hill-top  auiiouiKed  a  steanuT  in  the  disldiice.  It  drew  near,  with  a 
har([iie  in  iow,  and  they  soon  recoo'iiiscd  the  stars  and  strijics  of  their  own  coiiiiti\.  All 
the  lioats  fif  ihe  >ettleinent  juit  out  to  her.  "  Presently,"  says  tin'  interesting'  narrative  we 
■laM'  fi  lluued.  ■  »ve  were  alonj^side.  An  dtllccr  whom  I  .•«li,ill  ever  rcmcmher  a>  a 
chti'isl.i.'d  frii  lid,  I'aptain  Ilartsteiie,  hailed  a  little  man  in  a  raj,''0"'d  llauucl  shirt,  '  Is  that 
Dr.  Kane':''  and  with  the  '  ^^'s !  '  that  fidlowed  the  riifyiiio'  was  manned  hy  our  coiintry- 
mcii,  am!  cln'crs  weh.-omed  us  hack  to  the  social  world  of  love  which  they  represented." 
This  r.S.  i.in-of-war  wliirh  had  hccii  sent  especially  to  si'arch  I'm  them,  had  hccii  several 
weeks  amoii,!4'  the  northward  ice  hi-fore  they  returned,  so  fortunately,  to  (iodhavn.  A  few- 
weeks  later  Kane  was  heinif  honoured  as  only  Americans  honour  those  whom  they  highly 
esteem,  fiatcr,  in  many  ways,  he  received  the  fullest  recoo'nitioii  in  our  own  country.  It 
is  sad  to  know  that  he.  who  had  laboured  so  hard  for  the  welfare  of  his  men,  and  not 
merely  for  science  or  personal  ambition,  was  the  lirst  to  pass  away.  I  lis  slight  frame  coulii 
not  stand  the  many  drafts  whieh  had  been  put  uu  its  cndiiranci  ,  and  scarcely  fourteen 
months  elapsed  from  tlie  jieriod  of  his  return  till  the  sail  news  of  his  death  shocked  not 
merely  tlic  world    of   science  but    a   woild    of   friends,    many  of    whom    had    never   known 


him  in   the  liesh,  but  wliOj  I'roni  his  writing's  and  good  report,  had   learned  to  lovo  hi 
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]l\\  !>'    I'ai'I.ih  rio\ — Swi.ni-ii     IIni'IIH  i  ionh. 

VnynKC  ''   llio  I'liilnl  sy(//..'i-llltfli  I.  illliiilc  iilliilin  I     In  \\  inliT  (>.mi'lii'-'    IIiII'iNIiIim  of  llic  Vii.va.'c-'riii'  iliiiii-y  ,\itiIc 
l«iiiil!<i'n|ii'-()pi'ii  \Viil(  r  uiK  !•  moll'    l.iWHi  Mlli-i  iif  l.r  ini\ri<c  I    SwcilUli  K\|>  (III  linn    IViihi  i-.  I'li-lil'i  i  m  iIh'  s>tli. 

It  will  lie  rinii'inliered  tliat,  Dr.   llavi;-*  was  assoeialt.'d  witli    |)r.    Kaiio  at  tin;  pfrind  wlieii 
Mcrldii  discovered  tlial  oiioii  wati  r  wliicli  seemed  to  many  sfieiitilie  men  i>f  tlie  day  positive 

si>a."  Dr.  Hayes  was  an  evident  lieliever  in  the 
tlici'rv,  and  liis  entlmsiastie  ndvociu-v  of  it  indueed  manv  in  tlio  I  iiited  States  to  eoine  i'orwaid 
nnd  U'ikI  material  aid  towards  tlie  solution  of  tlic  iirohlem.  A  private  sulf.; .,:  on,  to  wliich 
that  worthy  New  ^"vkor  '  (Jrinnell,  who  had  nl.'«ady'  »loiio  so  nnie'i  w  !.;,  ^er  Arelic 
exploration,  contrilnitcil  lar-ely,  eiiahlod  Dr.  Ilayos  to  pnnl>ase  nnd  lit  ;■  .'looDrr — ihe  luilnl 
Sliili't — for   the  ardiions  u  in  v  hit  h  she  was  to  he  eii^^ao-ed.     The    ve.vsel   was  of   no  i^Ti'at 

size,  merely  somo  l-'JO  ton-  1«Mi,  hiit  was  eoiisiderahiy  streiij^thened  ard  suitahly  provitled 

for  her  comiii<f  strnj;<^le  wiiu   the  iee.     The  expedition,  uhieh  numhered   :in.y  I'ointeen  persons 
all  told,  left  Hoston  on  July  '1th,  iMiU. 

Ilaye-'  idea  at  startiiiti' was  to   proceed   ri,i   Smith    Sound   and   Kennedy  Channel  as   far 


north 


I  as  mi'-ht  he:   then  to  winter  on  the  (ireenlaixl   coast,  ai: 


d  att 


emiit,  to  reai'h  with  sledo-e: 


the  northern  water.  Daii'iers,  the  description  of  which  would  he  hut  a  re<apitulation  of 
previous  acconnts  reeordetl  in  these  pa^-es,  were  passed  successfully,  and  eventually  he  laid  up 
the  vessel  in  Port  Foiilke,  where  the  winter  was  jtassed  in  comparative  ease.  In  the  months 
<if  April  and  May,  iSill,  lie  made  an  imiiortanl  exploration,  at  the  end  of  which  ho  had  the 
pleasure  of  reachini:;' a  jMiint  north  of  that  attained  hy  Morton.  The  journey  was  one  of  the 
very  greatest  peril.  (Jales,  foys,  and  drifting  snows;  hummocks  and  hrokeii  ii'c;  openiiio' 
seams  and  pools  of  water — such  were  a  few  of  the  dan<^ers  and  diHiculties  oneountercd.  Some 
of  the  men  suceiimhed  utterly,  and  had  to  be  sent  Itack  to  (he  schooner  ;  it  occupii'd  the  doctor 
and  his  companions  a  clear  month  to  cross  Smith  Sound.  In  Kennedy  Channel  the  ice  was 
hecomiiii^  rotten  and  full  of  water-holes,  and  *hroni;'h  the  soft  and  now  meltini;  snow  they 
travelled  with  the  j^reatest  ditheiilty.  The  dreariness  and  desoiition  of  an  Antic  landscape  are 
well  descrihed  hy  Hayes.  "  As  the  eye  wandered  from  peak  to  jieak  of  the  mountains  as  they 
rose  one  ahove  the  other,  and  rested  upon  the  dark  and  frost-dej^raded  cliiVs,  and  followed 
alon>j  the  ico-foot  and  overhudied  the  sea,  and  saw  in  every  ohject  the  silent  forces  of  Nature 
movin'i;'  on — throni^h  the  {»loom  of  winter  and  the  sparkle  of  summer — now,  as  they  had 
moved  for  countless  asfos,  nnohservcd  but  l)y  the  eye  of  Ood  alone — I  felt  how  puny  indeed  arc 
all  men's  works  and  elTorts ;  and  when  I  song-ht  for  some  token  of  liviii"'  tiiini;',  some  track  ol 
wild  beast — n  fox,  or  bear,  or  reindeer,  which  had  elsewhere  always  crossed  me  in  my 
journeyinsjs — and  saw  nothiiii»'  but  (wo  feeble  men  and  strnj'i'i^linjf  ^b'.iJr^'  '(  seemed  indeed  as 
if  the  Almirrlity  had  frowned  upon  (he  hills  and  seas."  Still  (hey  ]iushe(l  on,  (ill  (be  old  ice 
came  suddenly  (o  an  end,  aiul  (he  unerring  instinct  of  (he  dogs  warned  (hem  of  ajijiroaching' 
danger.  They  were  observed  for  some  (inie  to  be  moving  with  unusual  caution,  and  at  last 
they  scattered  riglit  and  left,  and  refused  to  proceed.  Hayes  walked  on  ahead,  and  soon  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  they  must  retrace  their  steps,  for  his  staff  gave  way  on  the  ice.     Aft(>r 
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THE    SEA. 


camping',  ami  oiijoyiii;;-  a  refreshiiiff  sleep,  lie  cliiiilu'd  a  steep  hil'-side  to  the  summit  of  a 
ruo-o'od  elilT,  aljiiut  MM)  I'eet  above  the  sea  level,  I'roin  wliieh  he  somi  imdei'slood  the  eause  of 
tlieir  arrested  [jrogress.  "The  iee  was  everywhere  in  the  same  eoiidition  as  in  the  moiith  of 
the  bay  aeross  whieh  I  had  endeavoured  to  pass.  A  In'oad  eraek,  starting-  from  the  middle  of 
the  bay,  strotclied  over  the  sea,  and  uniting-  with  other  eracks  as  it  meandered  to  the  eastward, 
it  expanded  as  the  delta  of  some  mig-lity  river  discharg-ing  into  tlie  ocean,  and  under  a  water- 
skv,  whieh  hung  upon  the  northern  and  eastern  horizon,  it  was  lost  in  the  open  sea. 


THE    SCHOONER    "  INlTEl)    STATES"    AT    I'OKT    Forl.KK. 

''Standing-  against  the  dark  sky  at  the  north,  there  was  seen  in  dim  outline  the  white 
sloping  summit  of  a  noble  headland,  the  most  northern  known  land  upon  the  globe.  I 
judged  it  to  be  in  the  latitude  of  8^*^  :J(V,  or  150  miles  from  the  North  Pole.  Nearer, 
another  bold  cape  stood  forth,  and  nearer  still  the  headland,  for  which  I  had  been  steering 
my  course  the  day  before,  rose  majestically  from  the  sea,  as  if  pushing  up  into  the  very 
skies,  a  lofty  mountain  peak,  upon  which  the  winter  had  dropped  its  diadem  of  snows. 
There  was  no  land  visiljle  except  the  coast  upon  wliich  I  stood. 

"The  sea  beneath  me  was  a  mottled  sheet  of  white  and  dark  pati'ies,  these  latter 
being  either  soft  decaying  ice,  or  places  where  the  ice  had  wholly  disappeared.  These 
spots  were  heightened  in  intensity  of  shade  and  multiplied  in  size  .as  they  receded,  tuitil 
the  belt  of  tlie  water-sky  blended  them  all  together  into  one  uniform  colour  of  dark  blue. 
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The  old  aiul  soliil  lloes  (some  ii  i[ii;irter  of  a  mile,  iiiul  otliors  miles  across)  and  llio  massive 
I'idyi's  and  wastes  of  luimmuckeil  iee  wliioh  lay  piled  between  tliem  and  arMUiid  their  mar- 
gins, wtTe  the  only  parts  of  the  sea  whieh  retained  the  whitenes.,  and  solidity  of  winter.'' 

Hayes  retnrned  i'rom  thi?:  exjieditiun  lirndy  e.mviured  that  Iiu  had  stond  upim  tiio 
shores  of  the  Polar  basin.  The  arynnients  have  been  Iiefuie  indicated  fur  and  ayain>t  tiiis 
theory,  bnt  they  are  certaiidy  not  conclusive.  Tiie  Journey  had  been  mi;  of  a  most  arduous 
nature;  and  more  than  l,ollO  miles  of  ice  had  l)een  traversed  before  he  rcirained  the  schooner. 
On  his  return  to  the  United  States  shortly  afterwards,  at  the  climax  of  the  g'reat  American 
n'ar,  Hayes  immediately  volunteered  in  the  Northern  army,  a  pretty  decided  proof  of  the  eneryy 
and  liravery  of  the  man. 

Between  the  years  1>>5S  and  1S7;1  Sweden  sent  out  iive  expeditions  to  the  Arctic^, 
the  results  of  whicii  were  imjiortant  in  many  directions,  although  no  g'eograi>hical  dis- 
coveries of  g'reat  mark  we^e  made.  The  tirst  was  provided  at  the  expense  of  Otto  Torell, 
a  gentleman  of  means,  and  who  has  deservedly  earned  a  high  scientiilc  reputation.  The 
expenses  of  the  others  were  defrayed  partly  by  private  subscription  and  partly  by  Government 
aid.  The  whole  of  them  were  under  the  direction  of  Professor  Xordenskjold,  and  a  very 
decided  addition  to  our  knowledge  of  Spitzbergen  has  been  the  result.  The  Swedes 
reached  a  latitude  of  81°  kl'  N.  during  the  iMiS  voyage.  An  attempt  to  pass  northward 
from  the  Seven  Isles  is  thus  described  by  the  Professor  : — 

"  Northward  lay  vast  ice  masses,  it  is  true  as  yet  brtiken,  but  still  so  closely  i)acked 
that  not  even  a  boat  could  pass  forward,  and  we  were  therefore  oldiged  to  turn  to  the 
so>ith-west  and  seek  for  another  opening  in  the  ice;  but  we  found  on  the  contrary,  that 
the  limit  of  the  ice  stretched  itself  more  and  more  to  the  south.  .  .  .  On  the  way  we 
had  in  several  places  met  with  ice  Idack  with  stones,  gravel,  and  earth,  which  w<nild  seem 
to  indicate   the  existence  of  land   still   farther   north. 

"  The  ice  itself  had,  moreover,  a  very  different  appearance  from  that  which  we  had 
met  in  these  tracts  at  the  end  of  August.  It  consisted  now,  not  only  of  larger  ice-ilelds, 
but  also  of  huge  ice-blocks.  .  .  .  Already,  in  the  beginning  of  September,  the  sur- 
face of  the  ocean,  after  a  somewhat  heavy  fall  of  snow,  had  shown  itself  between  the  ice 
masses,  covered  with  a  coating  of  ice,  whieh,  however,  was  then  thin,  and  scarcely  hindered 
the  vessel's  progress.  Now  it  was  so  thick  that  it  was  not  without  difficulty  that  a  way 
could  be  forced  through  it."  On  October  the  ith,  during  the  prevalence  of  a  gale  and 
heavy  sea,  their  ship,  the  S"Ji/i,  was  thrown  bodily  i\\)on  an  iceberg,  and  commenced  to  leak 
so  badlv  that  when  they  reached  Amsterdam  Island,  and  after  eleven  hours  of  incessant 
work  at  the  pumps,  the  water  stood  two  feet  above  the  cabin  Hoor.  The  engine-room, 
tlninks  to  water-tight  bulkheads,  was  with  great  diflicully  kept  so  free  from  water 
that  the  tires  were  not  extinguished.  Had  this  not  been  the  case,  the  sliip  must  have 
become  a  prey  to  the  raging  elements.  At  Amsterdam  Island  the  vessel  was  careened,, 
and  the  leak  provisionally  stopped,  so  that  they  were  able  a  little  later  tcj  proceed  to  a 
more  secure  harbour.  King's  Hay,  where  they  hauled  close  to  the  land,  and  at  ebb  tide 
succeeded  in  making  the  ship  water-tight,  'i'wo  ribs  were  broken  by  the  shdck  winch 
caused  the  leak,  and  an  immediate  return  home  was  their  only  safe  euurse.  The 
description,  however,  gives  some  idea  of  the  dangers  of  Arctic  ice  navigati<in. 
113 
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CIIACTKR    XXIX. 

Tlir,     SllCOND     CiEK.M.VN'     Kxi'EDITIOX, 

The  l''iist  (Icnimn  Expedition -I'rcimnUkms  for  a  Scconil  — HiiililiiiK  of  llic  6'(')'»l«.jiV(  -  Tlic  Ifansn  —  The  Eiiiporor 
Williiim'H  Interest  in  tlio  VoyaKC  -  Ttic  Seientitie  t'oi-ps- Depai'tiire  from  Urcnicrhaven- Neptune  at  the  Arctie 
Cinle  -  Tlie  VeswelM  Separated  ainnnK  tlie  lee  — Sport  witli  I'ohir  Hears  —  Wedged  in  by  tlie  tJrlniliiiK  Ice  • 
I'reparations  to  Winter  on  tlie  Eloo  -  Tlic  lluiimi  lilted  Soventccn  Ecet  tu'  of  the  Water-  A  Doomed  Vessel  -Wreck 
uf  tlie  Iltinnd, 

On  tlic  'Z  1th  of  October,  1  S(i^,  a  number  of  gentlemen  were  assembled  round  a  festive  l)oard 
in  Bremen  to  celebrate  the  hapjiy  return  of  the  first  German  expedition,  under  Cii]>taiu 
Karl  Koldewey.  Among  the  guests  was  Dr.  A.  Petermann,  the  eminent  geographer,  to  whose 
exertions  in  great  part  the  inauguration  of  the  expedition  had  been  due.  Its  object  had 
been  to  reach  as  near  the  North  Pole  as  might  be,  the  route  selected  being  that  between 
(ireenland  and  Spitzbergen.  Batlled  bv  an  icy  barrier  off  the  Soutli  Cape  of  Spitzbergcn,. 
at  which  time  a  terrific  storm  was  raging,  he  had  steered  to  the  eastward,  sailing  among 
clusters  of  icelx?rgs,  some  of  which  were  taller  than  his  vessel's  masts.  xVfter  passing 
safely  through  many  perils,  he  returned  to  the  South  Cape,  and  coasted  Spitzbergen  to 
tlie  north-west;  later  he  had  endeavoured  to  make  the  ice-girt  shores  of  East  Clreuiihind, 
Ijut  not  succeeding,  again  returned  to  Spitzbergen,  and  after  sundry  exiiloratlons,  turned 
liis  vessel's  head  towards  home. 

It  was  at  the  banquet  above-mentioned  that  expression  was  first  given  to  the  idea  of 
a  second  expedition  to  the  inhospitable  regions  of  the  far  North.  There  had  been  some 
sliglit  surplus  of  funds  left  from  the  first  expedition,  and  it  was  determined  to  make  an 
appeal  to  German  liberality  to  complete  a  sum  sufficient  to  build  a  steamer  specially  adapted 
for  Arctic  waters.  Committees  were  formed  in  Berlin,  jNIunich,  Bremen,  Hamburg,  and 
numerous  otlier  cities,  and  the  result  in  the  end  was  very  satisfactory.  The  (lenmoiin,  a 
steamer  of  lt3  tons  burden,  was  laid  on  the  stocks  at  Bremerhaven  on  jNIarch  Idtii,  IsiiD^ 
and  thirty-six  days  afterwards  was  launched.  She  was  about  the  average  size  of  a  Brazilian 
or  "West  Indian  fruit  or  coffee  schooner,  ninety  feet  long,  twenty-two  and  a  half  feet  broad, 
and  eleven  feet  deep.  Although,  therefore,  an  extremely  small  steamer,  she  had  been  Iniilt 
in  the  strongest  manner,  with  extra  l)eams,  thick  iron  sheathing,  and  every  other  improvement 
which  might  render  her  comparatively  safe  in  the  ice.  Her  sharp  1)uild  proved  subse- 
(piently  of  great  advantage  to  her  when  sailing.  Including  the  machinery  and  ship's  fittings, 
the  (jcriiiaiiiii  cost  £;5,l.jn.  A  second  vessel,  the  purchase-money  for  which  had  been 
guaranteed  by  some  Bremen  merchants,  although  eventually  the  subscriptions  released  them, 
was  a  Prussian  schooner  of  7Gi  tons  burden,  which  was  re-christened  the  Jfai/stf,  and  was 
meant  lo  be,  in  some  sense,  a  tender  to  the  flerinaiiid,  although  fate  eventually  decreed 
otherwise.  Great  care  was  taken  with  the  victualling  and  equipment  of  the  ships;  but  little 
salt  or  dried  meat  was  taken.  ]\Iaiiy  presents  of  "  the  good  Rhine  wine"  and  other  luxuries, 
as  well  as  books,  instruments,  and  oth.er  kindly  remembrances,  canr.e  in  from  friends  of  the 
expedition. 

The  officers  and  scientific  members  of  the  expedition  counted  among  their  number 
several   men   who  had  previously  or    have   since   become    famous.      The  commander   of  the 
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wliolo  \va     Ciiptaiu   Koldowcy,  a   Hanoverian,  wlio  had  lony  l)eon   a   sailor,  and   wlio,  to  lit 
liinisoir  for  iiis  new  duties,  temporarily  <^avo  up  his    profession,    in    the   wint 


ers  ol 


ISC, 
and    lS(is-'.i,  to  study  piiysies  and  astronomy  at  the  Tniversity  of   (iottinyen.       With  1 


wer 


e  assoeiated    Dr.    Karl   X.   J.    JJoryen,   and    Dr.    U.   Coi)elaud,    an    Knj^'lishi 


nan 


nu' 


who  were 


conjointly  to  take  scientiliu  observations,  ite. ;  also  Julius  Payer,  a  lieutenant  in  the  imperial 
Austrian  army,  on  leave.  The  latter,  in  partieular,  joined  the  e\j)edition  with  a  eonsidrralile 
amount  of  javstiye,  derived  from  an  active  life  spent  in  the  eauso  of  science.  Although 
only  twenty-scvon  years  old,  he  had  matle  and  recorded  many  cxiieditions  in  the  Aljts,  and 
in  the  mountainous  districts  of  Austria,  lie  had  also  taken  an  active  part  in  iMiO  in  the 
Italian  war.  Lastly,  to  Dr.  Adolphus  I'ansch,  sur<''eon  of  the  ilnuiiiuihi,  were  assij^ned  the 
departments  of  zooloj^y,  botany,  and  ethnology.  Nearly  all  of  the  above  had  earned  theii 
laurels  in  the  seientilie  literature  of  (jlermany.     The  captain  of  the  //( 


illixiit   W 


as  I'aul   Fricdrici 


Aujrust  lieg'cmann,  an  experienced  navig-atorj  with  him  were  associated  two  seientilie 
gentlemen,  Dr.  Uueholz  and  Dr.  Gustavus  Laube. 

On  May  :2Mh,  I.Si)l),  Captain  Koldewey  had  an  audience  of  his  Majesty  King  William, 
at  Bal)elsberg',  who  expressed  his  g-ratilieation  at,  having  secured  the  services  of  a  leader  so 
energetic.  The  departiu'c  of  the  expedition  took  place  from  liremerliavii.  on  the  loth  of  June 
following',  in  the  preserice  of  the  King,  his  lloyal  Highness  the  Grand  Duke  of  Mecklcnburi;- 
Sehwerin,  Count  (now  Prince^  ]Jisniarek,  General  von  Moltke,  and  other  disting-uished  men. 
The  King'  heartily  shook  the  hands  of  the  commander  and  his  seientilie  corps,  and  inspcctc<l 
the  vessels  with  much  satisfaction.  The  parting^  moment  at  lenj^th  arrived,  and  amid  the 
salutes  of  artillery  and  hearty  cheers  from  the  crowds  ashore,  the  vessels  made  for  the  montli 
of  the  Weser,  and  put  to  sea. 

The  lirst  part  of  the  voyage  was  not  specially  eventful.  The  vessels  several  times 
parted  co)npany,  but  rejoined  afterwards.  The  dense  fogs  which  infest  those  latitudes 
Avere  the  cause  of  much  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  commanders.  On  July  the  1th  Dr. 
Copeland  shot  a  gull,  which  fell  in  the  sea,  and  was  nearly  the  cause  of  a  serious  dis- 
aster. A  sailor,  without  undressing,  jumped  overboard  after  it,  and  the  vessel  sailing 
rapidly  was  soon  a  considerable  distance  from  him.  He  was  almost  on  the  point  of  sinking, 
when  a  boat,  which  had  been  hastily  launched,  reached  him,  and  he  was  draviu  out  ol'  the 
water.  "  Like  a  drowned  poodle,"  says  the  narrative,  "  the  sinner  stood  once  more 
amongst  us,  receiving  as  a  reward  a  sotmd  lecture  from  the  captain,  followed  by  a  good 
draught  of  brandy."  On  July  the  otli  they  passed  the  Arctic  circle  ((iO^^  ."i-"}'),  the  lLin^<i 
being  the  tirst  in  the  race,  and  the  first  to  unfurl  the  North  (jcrman  flag.  "Conformably 
to  the  custom,"  says  Koldewey,  "as  on  crossing  the  equator,  Neptune  came  on  board  to 
welcome  us,  and  wish  us  success  on  our  voyage;  of  course  not  without  all  those  who  had 
not  yet  crossed  the  Arctic  circle  having  to  undergo  the  rather  rough  shaving  and  christ- 
ening customary  on  such  occasions.  .  .  ,  Universal  grog  and  good  fellowship  on  board 
both  ships  In'ought  the  ceremony  to  a  close." 

After  a  separati(jn  of  many  days  the  vessels  again  joined  on  July  ISth.  A  prize  of 
a  bottle  of  wine  had  been  offered  on  board  the  (.liwinan'm  to  the  indi\  idual  who  should 
first  sight  the  llansa.  Soon  after  breakfast  on  that  day  a  sail  is  discovered  from  the 
topmast.        It  is   a  schooner,  and   as    the    whale   fishers   do   not   use   such  craft  it  must  l>c 
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tlic  Iliiixtt !  A  littlo  liitor,  iiiiJ  l)y  g-cltiiii,'-  14)  steam  on  liuiinl  tin'  liiryer  vessel,  tliey 
rejoiiioil,  iiiul  tlie  ndieers  met  and  eoniiiared  notes.  Tliey  ])arte.I  tliat  ovenin<^  Full  of  eun- 
lident  liopes  for  the  I'utiire.  Little  did  tliey  think  that  the  vessels  would  never  meet 
ag-ai:!,  and  that  althono'h  as  comrades  they  h'khIiI  meet,  a  fourteen  months'  interval  must 
elapse!  |{y  the  misimderstandino'  nf  a  siynai  tiie  Ihnixn  sot  all  sail  and  parted  comifany 
when  olT  the  east  coast  of  (Ireenlrnd  in  lat.  70°  Id'  N.,  long.  Id"  51'  VV.,  and  soon  hecame 
entangled  in  the  ice,  while  they  looki'd  in  vain  from  the  "crow's  nest"  for  an  (jjoning-. 
We  shall  now  follow  the  I'ortunes  of  the  ilinimi. 

That  vessel  was  soon  inextricably  wcdj^'cd  in  the  lee.  The  coast  of  East  Greenland 
was  often  i:,  si^ht,  and  several  unsuccessful  attempts  wore  made  to  roach  it.  Durin<^  this 
period  t'ucy  had  some  sport  with  the  j)olar  bears.  On  September  1:2th  a  -be  bear  and  cub 
ap|.roachod  the  vessel,  the  former  being  speedily  shot.  The  young  one  was  caught,  escaped 
ngain,  and  at  last  was  brought  back  swimming,  and  was  chained  to  the  ice-anchor.  It 
was  very  much  frightened,  but  nevertheless  devoured  its  mother's  llesh  when  it  was  thrown 
to  it.  The  men  built  it  a  snow  house,  and  offered  it  a  couch  of  shavings,  but  young  Bruin, 
as  a  gennino  inhabitant  of  tiio  Arctic  seas,  despised  such  luxuries,  and  made  its  bod  in  the 
snow.  Some  days  later  it  bad  disappeared,  together  with  the  chain,  which  must  have 
become  loosened  from  the  anchor.  From  the  weight  of  the  iron  alone  the  poor  creature 
must  soon  have  sunk.  Other  xVrctic  guests  visited  the  ILnisa.  With  a  brisk  wind  came 
two  white   foxes  from  the  coast,  a  certain  i)roof  that  the  ice  must  extend  thither. 

Towards  tlie  end  of  Soi)tomber  the  necessity  of  wintering  on  the  floating  ice  oil' 
the  coast  was  decided  upon,  and  they  resolved  on  the  erection  of  a  winter 
house.  Bricks  were  ready  in  the  shape  of  "coal-tiles,"  while  water  or  snow  was  to  form 
the  mortar.  Before  anything  else  was  done,  the  boats  wore  cleaned  out,  covered  with  a 
rooting,  and  jirovisions  placed  ready  for  them  in  case  of  emorgency.  Captain  Ilegomanu 
sketched  the  plan  for  the  building,  which  was  to  have  an  area  of  ;iUxll  foot,  with  low 
roof.  "\\'all-building  has  to  be  given  up  in  frosty  weather  on  land,  not  so  on  the  ice. 
Finely-powderod  snow  was  strewn  between  the  interstices,  and  water  poured  upon  it, 
wliich  in  ten  minutes  became  solid  ico-mortar.  The  roof  \\as  at  iirst  comp.isod  of  sail- 
cloth and  matting.  ]Moartime  the  ice  was  grinding  and  surging  around  them,  and  threat- 
ening to  crush  the  vessel  at  any  moment.  Underneath  the  ice-Hold  it  groaned  and 
cracked,  "  now  sounding  like  the  banging  of  doors,  now  like  many  human  voice-  raised 
one  against  the  other,  and  lastly  like  the  drag  on  tlie  wheel  of  a  railway  engine."  The 
apparent  cause  was  that  the  drifting  ice  was  pressing  in  upon  the  fixed  coast  ice.  ^Meaii- 
time  the  //<///*/  ijuiverod  in  every  beam,  and  the  masts  swiiyed  to  and  fro.  Provisions  and 
stores    were   moved    to   the   bouse   in   case  of  sudden   di-aster. 

On  the  morning  of  the  I'.bh  a  XXW.  gale  with  snow-storm  forebdded  mischief. 
Tiie  air  was  gloomy  and  thick,  and  the  coast  four  miles  off  could  not  be  seen.  The  ice 
came  ]iivssing  u]ion  the  vessel,  and  bel'.ire  nodu  the  ])osi(ioii  l)ecamo  serious.  The  piled-up 
masses  of  "young  ice,"  four  feet  thick,  pressed  heavily  on  the  outer  side,  and  the  vessel 
became  tilted  upwards  at  the  b.iws.  The  men  took  their  meals  on  deck,  not  knowing 
what  miglit  happen  next.  "  Soon,"  says  the  narrator,  "  some  mighty  blocks  of  ice  pushed 
themselves    under    the   bow   of    the    vessel,    and    although    they   were    crushed   by   it,    they 
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forced  it  up,  slowly  at  lirst,  then  (piicker,  until  it  was  raised  seventeen  feet  out  of  its 
former  position  upon  the  iee.  This  movenu>Mt  we  tried  to  ease  ns  mui'h  as  possil)le  l>y 
sliovellint;'  away  the  ice  and  snow  iVoni  tiie  lailioard  side.  The  risini;'  of  tiie  sliip  was 
an  oxtraordinaiy  and  awful,  yet  splendid  s[iectacle,  oi'  which  the  whole  crew  were  witnesses 
from  the  ice.  In  all  haste  the  clotiuno',  nautical  instniments,  journids  and  cards  [tlie 
translator  means  charts]  were  taken  over  the  laniliny'-l)ridn'e.  The  after  part  of  the  shiji, 
unfortunately,  would  not  rise,  and    therefore  the  stern-post  had  to  bear   the    most   friyhtful 
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pressure,  and  tlie  conviction  that  the  sliip  w  \  t  snon  break  up  forced  itself  upon  our 
minds."  At  the  end  of  the  afternoon  the  ice  .etrcatcd,  and  the  vessel  was  once  more 
again  in  her  native  element.  The  pumps  were  set  to  work,  and  it  was  soon  made  clear 
that  all  their  exertions  would  not  .save  the  schooner,  for  the  water  steadily  gained  upon  them. 
The  fate  of  tiic  /fin/-\ui  was  scaled,  and  the  coal-house  on  the  ice  was  destined  to  be  tlicir 
only  refuge,  may-be   their  grave. 

The  work  of  removing  everything  available  went  on  steadily.  A  suow-slnrin  had 
raged  during  the  day,  but  it  cleare.l  in  tlie  evening  ;  the  moiiii  shed  Iht  cold  light  over 
the  dreary  ice-llclds,  and  ever  and  anon  the  Xortliern  li^'liis  Hashed  ovei'  them  in  many 
clianging  colours.  The  men,  wiielher  at  the  pumps,  or  engaged  in  removing  flic  stores,  had 
a  hard  time  of  it.  The  decks  were  thick  with  ice,  and  those  at  the  pum])s  sf(jod  in  tubs 
to  keep  dry  and  warm.  Night  allowed  the  crew  some  few  hours  of  wi'Icome  rest,  and  at 
early  dawn  all  set  to  work  again.  "  Ibit  the  catastrophe  was  near;  at  S  a.m.  the  men 
who  were  busy  in  the  fore-]ieak',  getting  out  firewood,  came  \\itli  anxious  faces,  with  the 
news   that    the    wood    was  already   lloating   b'.d<iw.       When    the    cajitain    had   a-certained   the 
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liiilli   of  llii-i   iiitcllijr,.|i((>,  lie  onlcnvl   the  iimnpiiiy  lo  t'l'iisc.     It  was  evident   tlial   the  sliip 
was  Minkiii^'-,  and  tliat   il    must  I)l>  aliandoneil. 

"  Tlie   lirst    tliiny  U<   \n-  dune   was   to   lirin;^  ail   neeessary  and   nsul'id    tliinys   I'roni   the 
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all  till-  Ikmvv  clicsts  and  barrels  jtnslied  over  the  hateliway.  Tirst  eonies  the  weighty  iron 
•galley,  then  the  two  stnses  are  liapiiily  hoisted  over;  their  possession  ensures  ns  the  enjoy- 
iiicnt   nf  wiirrn   I'oud,  tiie  heutin;^'  ul'  onr  edal-hoiise,   and   nthcr   nnitters   imhsjiensal)!!'   I'or  a 


w  iiiteiin'''  on   thi 


At  tliree  o'chiek  tliu  water  in  tiie  ealan   had  roaehed  the  tahle,  and 


dl 


inovalile  articles   were  lloatiii' 
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ns  grasp  at  every  loose  piece  of  wood  and  throw  it  on  to  the  iee.  The  sinking;'  of  the 
vesstd  was  now  almost  impereeptihle ;  it  nnisf  have  i'oiind  sn]ii)ort  on  a  ttin<,'ue  ol'  iee  or 
some  i)romontory  of  onr  Held.  There  was  still  a  small  inedieine-ehest  and  a  lew  other 
thinj^s  whieh,  in  onr  future  position,  would  he  jjreat  treasures —such  as  the  cahin-lamp, 
hooks,  ei<^'ars,  hoxes  of  <;;'ames,  kc.  The  snow-root',  too,  and  the  sails  were  broui;ht  on  to 
ihe  ice;  hut  still  all  neeessary  work  was  not  yet  aeeomplished.  J{ound  almut  the  shij*  lay 
a  eliaotic  mass  of  heterogeneous  artieles,  and  groups  of  feeble  rats  struggling  with  death, 
and  trembling  with  the  eold !  All  artieles,  for  greater  safety,  must  l)e  eonveyed  over  a 
(issuro  to  about  thirty  paces  farther  inland.  The  galley  we  at  once  took  on  a  sledge  to 
the  house,  as  we  should  want  it  to  give  us  warm  coffee  in  the  evening.  ^Ve  then  looked 
after  tlie  sailor  Max  Schmidt,  who  was  suffering  from  frost-Ijite,  and  bntught  him  on 
jilaidvs  nndt'r  the  fur  covering  to  the  coal-house.  JJy  U  a.ai.  all  were  in  the  new  asylum, 
which  was  lit  by  tlie  cabin-lamp,  and  looked  like  a  dreary  tomb.  Pleased  with  the 
completion  of  our  heavy  day's  work,  though  full  of  trouble  for  the  future,  wc  prepared  our 
couch.  A  number  of  planks  were  laid  upon  the  ground,  and  sail-cloth  spread  over  Ihcm. 
Tpon  these  we  lay  down,  rolled  in  our  furs.  A  man  remained  to  watch  tho  stove,  as  the 
temjierature  in  the  room  had  risen  from  2*^  Fahr.  to  -27 ^i"-'  Fahr.  It  was  a  hard,  cold  bed; 
but  sleep  soon  fell  upon  oiu"  weary,  over-worked  limbs.  On  the  morning  of  the  21st  wc 
went  again  to  the  ship  to  get  more  fuel.  The  coal-hole  was,  however,  under  water.  We 
therefore  chopiK'd  down  the  masts,  and  hauled  them  with  the  whole  of  the  tackle  on  to  the 
ict^ — a  work  which  tt)ok  us  nearly  the  whole  day.  At  cloven  the  foremast  I'ell,  at  three 
the  mainmast  followed;  and  now  the  Ilmtsa  really  looked  a  complete,  comfortless  wreck. 
For  the  last  time  the  captain  and  steersman  went  on  deck,  and  about  six  o'clock  loosed 
the  ropes,  which,  by  means  of  the  ice-anchor  held  the  ship  to  the  field,  as  we  feared  that 
our  iloe,  which  bore  all  onr  treasures,  might  break."  The  scientific  collections  and  ])liot(i- 
graphs  had  to  be  utterly  abandoned.  On  the  night  of  the  21st  and  22nd  the  wreck  sank, 
about  six  miles  from  the  coast  of  Greenland.  The  jolly-boat,  which  stood  loose  on  deck, 
Hoatedj  and  was  drawn  on  the  ice. 
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A  rioaliiiK  Ircltiifl  Tho  Scllli'iuont -CliiUtimis  In  ii  NfW  I'n.sllloii  'IVrrlblo  SlonnH-Cominolldii  miilrr  llic  Ice  'I'lic  Kliic 
hii'iiks  ii|)  lluiiHi'  Ituiiii'il  Wiiti-r  on  llic  Klur-A  HptM'tri'  k'clMTK-Kri'uli  Hiuiki'Im  ami  lifllM'iaiiccM-llril'liil  I,IIK> 
.MIIiM--IliHcpliillcm  Id  l.ciivt'  llic  Ice -Open  Water  Iil"  aKahi— TrdlonH  I'l'oKrcMM  -  Itcacli  Illillilick  Islaiitl— Wclronu'  lit 
llir  (iriM'iilaiicl  Sittli'Miciilrt-lliiim' ill  <'ii'iiiali}--VujaKi'Ot' till' (.'i)y/i(nii'((— IHsiuMry  ul'  I'oul-A  New  Iiilt'l  lloiiif  Id 
Hrriiii'll. 

S[.()«iA  liut  stendily  tlicir  ico-field  driftod  to  the  south,  niul  hy  Novcmher  -hd  tlu-y  had 
rcarliod  S('orosl)y's  Sound,  soinetimcs  licing  near  tho  coasts  and  sonu'tiincs  far  from  (Iiciii. 
Since  tlio  ship  had  sunk,  lourtoen  days  hd'ort',  the  ice  luid  closed  in  ujion  them,  and  oven  the 
Idocks  wliicli  had  Ijiokon  away  iVom  their  hold  had  frozen  to  it  again.  Their  lloating  ice-raft 
was  hy  degrees  investigated  in  every  (juarter,  roads  cleared,  and  marks  set  up  for  short  tours. 
The  mass  of  ice  was  at  this  time  about  seven  nautical  miles  in  circumference,  and  seemed 
to  have  a  diameter  in  all  directions  of  over  two  miles.  The  ice-raft,  on  which  (as  Dr.  Luuhe 
aptly  remarked)  (hey  "were  as  the  Lord's  passengers,"  had  an  average  thickness  aljovo  the 
water  of  live  foot,  and  they  considered  that  there  was  a  sulmiergenco  of  forty  feet.  "Our 
settlement,"  says  the  narrative,  "at  the  heginning  of  November,  when  we  wore  not  yet 
snowed  up,  might  be  seen  from  tho  most  distant  ])oints  of  our  held.  Near  the  chief  building 
lay  two  snow-houses,  which  served  for  washing  and  drying  ourselves.  Hoats,  heaps  of  wood, 
barrels  containing  coal  and  bacon,  surrounded  this  heart  of  our  colony.  To  jirevent  tho 
entrance  of  the  snow  and  wind  into  our  coal-house,  we  built  an  entrance-hall  with  a  winding 
path,  and  a  roof  constructed  in  tho  same  wny  as  that  of  the  house." 

In  November,  upon  a  neighbouring  floe,  separated  from  them  by  a  small  interval  of 
freshly-frozen  water,  they  saw  the  shapeless  body  of  a  large  walrus  lying  motionless  as  a 
rock.  As  soon  as  the  boat  could  be  launched  several  of  them  went  in  i)ursuit,  and  with 
a  needlo-guu  succeeded  in  killing  it,  although  in  its  dying  struggles  it  tried  furiously  to 
smash  tho  young  ice  on  which  the  hunters  stood,  and  seize  them  when  once  in  the  water. 
It  toidc  icn  men  with  a  powerful  pulley  several  hours  before  they  succeeded  in  getting  tho 
walrus  out  of  tho  water  on  to  tho  ice.  Late  that  same  evening  a  white  bear,  the  first  of 
their  winter's  campaign,  was  attracted  to  tho  house  by  the  smell  of  tho  walrus  fat.  Tlu'co 
sliots  greeted  him,  tho  effect  of  which  could  not  be  seen  until  tho  following  morning.  "About 
mil  yards  distant  lay  the  bear,  hit  in  the  head  by  tho  bullet,  as  if  asleej),  though  quite 
dead,  on  the  snow.  It  was  a  fine  handsome  beast;  its  woU-devolopsd  head  lay  upon  its 
front  paws;  the  red  drops  of  blood  stood  sharjdy  out  against  tho  clean  white  snow."  It  was 
a  gift  from  heaven  to  them  in  their  position.     Tho  four  hams  weighed  iiUI)  pounds. 

Tile  shortest  day  was  pa.ssed,  and  still  they  were  safe.  They  determined  that,  whether 
or  no  fated  to  see  another  Christmas,  they  would  celebrate  the  present  one.  "  In  tho  after- 
noon," says  tho  narrative,  "  whilst  wo  went  for  a  walk,  the  steersman  put  uj)  tho  Christmas- 
tree,  and  on  our  return  the  lonely  coal-hut  shone  with  wonderful  brightness.  Keeping 
Christmas  on  a  Greenland  floe!  !Mude  of  pinewood  and  birch-brcom,  tho  tree  was  artistically 
put  together.     For  the  lights,  Dr.  Laubo  had   saved   some  wax  candles.     Paper  chains  and 
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liniiii'-lMkcd  ;;'iiiy('rliroiiil  wi'i't'  Mot  waiitinn'.  Tin-  iiu'ii  liml  iii;it|i'  a  kiiii|iNark  iiinl  a  ri'MilviT 
cnso  I'll'  tlic  ('a|ilaiii  ;  \\v  oiu'iiol  tln'  Itadcn  Ims  I'lnin  I'ihI'om)!-  ll(ii'li>lottri',  and  '.liu 
ntlicr  ri'nm  (lir  (ii'uloyical  Ui'lclisaiiftalt,  wliirli  tausi'il  imidi  iiiorrimciit.  Tlnii  we  liad  a 
ifla-is  111'  |i(prt  wirii',  and  tVII  ii|miii  tlu'  nld  ii(Wsjia|M'rs  in  tlic  Ixivcs,  and  disliilnitcd  ilu-  yil'u, 
uliirli  i'cih.-i>ti'd  ill'  small  mnsii'al  instinincnts,  >u(li  as  whisllos,  ji'w's-Iiai'iiH,  and  lrnni|pi'l><, 
aliio  little  pnpin'tM  and  gainos  ut'  ronlcttc,  iTackor  lionlions,  kr.  In  llio  ovcninj;  cliucdlati,' 
and  y'inyvrljivad  nuts.     'Ill  ^uiu't  dfvntinn  '  (says    I'r.    liaulio  in  his  day-book)  'tliv-  Ifstival 
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passed  by;  tlio  thoughts  which  i)assed  throngh  our  minds  (thoy  wore  much  alike  with  all), 
1  will  iidt  put  down.  If  this  should  be  the  last  Christmas  we  were  to  see  it  was  at  least 
bright  enough.  If,  however^  we  are  destined  I'or  a  ha]ii>y  return  home  the  next  will  be  a 
lirighter  one.     ^lay  God  grant  it!'" 

l']arly  next  morning  they  were  awakened  by  a  shout  from  the  wateh.  They  were  appa- 
rently dril'ting  to  land  !  An  island  seemed  to  be  straight  ahead  ol"  them.  Amid  great  alarm, 
all  turned  out.  The  air  was  thick,  but  about  throe  miles  off  they  conld  distinguish  a  dark 
mass,  wliich  looked  like  an  island.  It  jiroved  to  be  an  enormous  ieeberg.  Next  day  they 
passed  the  drifting  mass,  which  moved  much  olower  than  their  lield. 

On  January  ^nd   a  frightful   storm   arose,   with  driving  snow.      Alarming   noises   were 
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lienril  uii«I«t  tlie  i>i',  ''  It  war*  a  Hinipiii'^',  Mnsterinu.  cracIJin^,',  --awint,',  uTatliiy,  am!  jairiiiir 
sdiiiiil,  as  il"  si'iiu'  iiiiliapiiy  y:li"st  \\a.»  waiuloriiiy  iiiiiler  "iir  line"  l'rr|.|.A' li,  tiii'\  all  jmniH.I 
(Pill,  Iiiil  ctiiild  ileti-rt  iiii  cliaiii;!'.  Tliey  lay  dnwii,  ami  a|i|>lyiiij,''  tlieir  car'  In  tlif  llnor,  cniM 
hear  a  nisljiii';'  like  the  ^ini^iiin'  nl'  ice  uIhii  cln-dy  iaiinmil.  ami  a--  il'  water  were  rmiiiiiiL; 
initlcr  the  line.  'I'liey  felt  thai  there  wa-  ^real  danger  .'I'  a  hreak-ii|p,  eilhcr  iVniii  heiiiy 
ilrivun  over  sunken  rncks  nr  ayainst  the  ti\ed  ice  ul'  the  cnaft,  or,  niay-l>e,  huth  at  (inee,  ami 
they  packed  tlicir  fnrs  ami  lilled  ihe.ir  knaii>acks  with  prnvisiniH.  I!i.|ies  I'runi  liie  h.aiso 
wore  i'nslened  to  the  hoats,  so  that  in  ease  "j"  a  catastr(>|ihe  they  nii^iht  he  ahlc  In  reach 
them.  Ihit  ihe  driviny  snow  wan  so  terril)le  thai  ihcy  hardly  dare  nmvc,  and  they  passed  a 
ni^ht  111'  iniserv,  expedinn'  each  minute  to  lie  their  la>t.  At  nine  next  niorninn'  tin-  lonu'ed-l'or 
twili^iht  appeared,  and  an  lionr  later  the  wind  al>at(d  a  little.  Smie  of  llieni  wiiit  in  the 
<lireetion  of  the  "((nay,"  I'or  thus  had  they  christened  the  spot,  .j(H>  steps  I'roni  the  honse, 
where  the  sunken  //.///vi/  lay.  They  there  found  a  lu'w  wall  of  ice,  and  reco^niseil  to  their 
horror  that  this  wall  was  now  the  lioundary  of  their  (loe,  whilst  on  all  sides  of  it  lary-e 
pieces  had  hrokeii  oil',  ami  rose  in  dark  shapcdi'ss  masses  out  of  the  drifted  simw.  When, 
on  the  niorninii'  of  the  Ith,  the  storm  had  uorn  itself  out,  they  found  that  their  lloatiny 
lee-raft  had  eonsideralily  iliminished  in  si/e.  The  diameter,  hefore  over  two  nautical  miles, 
had  n<iw  reduced  to  one;  on  three  sides  the  house  was  i  lose  to  the  edyes,  and  on  the  fourth 
it  was  not  over  I, unit  steps,  where  it  had  previously  heon  .'5,(1(10.  The  followinn' days  were 
pretty  good,  and  they  got  their  hoats  out  I'rom  the  snow,  dug  out  tl;e  lirewood,  and  employed 
themselves  in  eonstrueting  swimming-jackets  and  snow-shoes  out  of  ccrk,  the  latter  to  prevent 
themselves  sinking  up  to  the  hii)s,  as  they  had  olten  done  hefore. 

The  days  from  the  1 1th  to  the  loth  of  January  were  dt'stiiied  to  hring  new  horrors. 
On  the  llrst-named  dav  a  heavy  storm  with  driving'  snow  i)revailed.  in  the  midst  of  which  the 
man  on  watch  hurst  into  the  house  with  the  alarm,  "All  hands  turn  out!"  Hastily 
gathering  their  furs  and  kiia|isacks,  they  rushed  to  the  door,  to  see  it  almost  completely 
snowed  up.  To  ^uin  the  outsiilc  (piickly  they  ludke  through  the  suowroof,  to  lind  thai  lli.' 
tumult  of  the  elements  was  sometliino-  heyond  anything  they  hail  jireviously  experienced 
Scarcely  able  to  move  from  the  sjiot,  they  huddled  too'ether  for  warmth  and  nnilual  [)rotcetion. 
Suddenly  a  new  cry  arose:  "  Water  on  the  lloe  close  by  !  "'  The  heavy  waves  washed  over  the 
ice:  the  held  began  to  break  on  all  siiles.  On  the  spot  between  the  liou>e  and  the  piled-up 
wood,  a  gap  opened.  All  seemed  lost.  The  firewood  was  drifting  into  the  raging  sea  ;  the 
boats  were  in  danger,  and  without  this  last  resource,  what  would  they  do  ?  The  community 
was  divided  into  two  parts.  Sadly,  though  hastily,  these  bravo  Germans  bade  each  other 
good-bye,  for  none  of  them  expected  to  see  the  morrow.  Cowering  in  the  shelter  of  thi  ir 
boats,  they  stood  shivering  all  day,  the  line  pricking  snow  jienetratino-  their  very  clothes. 
Their  Hoe,  from  its  last  diameter,  about  a  mile,  had  dwindled  to  l.")(l  feet.  Towards 
evening,  the  heavy  sea  sul)sided,  and  the  ice  lu'gan  to  i\<^:\in  pack  and  freeze  together.  Shortly 
after  midnight  a  new  terror  arose,  the  sailor  on  watch  rushing  in  with  the  information  that 
thoy  weredrifting  on  an  iceberg.  All  rushed  to  the  entrance,  where  they  coidil,  in  the  midnight 
gloom,  distinguish  a  huge  mass  of  ice,  of  giant  jn-oportions.  "  It  is  past,"  said  the  captain.  AVas 
it  really  an  iceberg,  the  mirage  of  one,  or  tiie  high  coast  ?  They  coidd  not  decide  the  (juestion, 
for  owing  to  the  rapidity  of  the  drift,  the  ghastly  object  had  disappeared  the  next  niument. 
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Ag-ain  on  tlie  Utli  a  frightful  storm  raged,  ami  the  ice  was  once  more  ih  motioii.  The 
il(ie  lioko  in  tlie  immediate  vicinity  of  tlie  house,  and  the  boats  had  to  be  dragged  near  it. 
"  All  our  labour,"  says  the  narrative,  "  was  rendered  heavier  by  the  storm,  which  made  it 
almost  impossible  to  breathe.  About  eleven  we  expei'icnced  a  sudden  fissure  which  threatened 
to  tear  our  house  asunder;  with  a  thundering  noise  an  event  took  pia»?e,  the  consequences  of 
which,  in  the  first  moments,  deranged  all  calculations.  God  only  knows  how  it  happened  that, 
in  our  flight  into  tlie  open,  none  came  to  harm.  But  there,  in  the  most  fearful  weather,  we  all 
stood  roclless  on  the  ice,  waiting  for  daylight,  which  was  still  ten  hours  off.  The  boat  Kiiu/ 
Wil/'uiiii  lay  on  the  edge  of  the  floe,  and  might  have  Heated  away  at  any  moment. 
Fortunately,  the  fissure  did  not  get  larger.  As  it  was  somewhat  quieter  at  midnight,  most 
of  the  men  crept  into  the  captain^s  boat,  when  the  thickest  sail  we  had  was  drawn  over  them. 
Some  took  refuge  in  the  house ;  but  there,  as  the  door  had  fallen  in,  they  entered  by  the 
skylight,  and  in  the  hurry  broke  the  panes  of  glass,  so  that  it  was  soon  full  of  snow.  This 
nignt  was  the  most  dreadful  one  of  our  adventurous  voyage  on  the  fioe.  The  cold  was 
— Ui"'  Fahr.  (Ll.^"  below  freezing).  Real  sleep,  at  least  in  the  boat,  was  not  to  be  thought 
of  J  it  was  but  a  confused,  unquiet,  half-slumber,  which  overpowered  us  from  utter  weariness,, 
and  our  limbs  ([uivered  convulsively  as  we  lay  packed  like  herrings  in  our  furs,  The  cook  had, 
in  spite  of  all.  found  energy  enough  in  the  morning  to  make  the  coffee  in  the  house,  and  never 
bad  the  delicious  drink  awakened  more  exhausted  creatures  to  life.  The  bad  weather  raged  the 
whole  day.  AVe  lay  in  the  boat,  half  in  water,  half  in  snow,  shivering  with  the  frost,  and  wet 
to  the  skin."  Xext  night  was  passed  in  the  same  comfortless  position,  but  on  the  morning  of 
the  10th  the  second  officer  caught  sight  of  a  star,  and  never  was  there  a  more  welcome  omen. 
For  five  nights  they  slejit  in  the  boats,  but  by  the  19th  they  had  partially  rebuilt  their  house, 
although  from  this  time  forth  they  had  to  take  it  in  turns  to  sleep  in  the  boats,  their  oow 
erection  being  only  one-half  the  size  of  the  older  one.  Throughout  all  the  discomfort,  want, 
hardships,  danger  of  all  kinds,  the  frame  of  mind  among  the  men  was  good,  undaunted, 
and  exalted.  The  cook  kept  a  right  seamanlike  humour,  even  in  the  most  critical  moments. 
As  long  as  he  had  tobacco  nothing  troubled  him. 

And  so  it  went  on  from  day  to  day  :  fresh  dangers  were  followed  by  fresh  deliverances, 
and  in  spite  of  all  the  perils  encountered,  no  lives  were  lost,  nor  were  there  any  serious 
cases  of  sickness.  By  May  they  had  spent  eight  months  on  their  ice-raft,  and  had  drifted 
1,100  miles.  On  the  morning  of  the  7th  they  were  agreeably  surprised  to  see  open  water  in 
the  direction  of  land.  The  ca])tain,  considering  that  the  moment  had  arrived  when  they 
should  leave  the  Hoe  and  try  to  reach  the  coast,  called  a  council.  This  project  received 
almost  unanimous  approbation,  and  in  feverish  haste  and  impatience  the  boats  were  hauled 
empty  over  three  Hoes,  the  stores  and  necessaries  being  carried  after  them,  partly  on 
sledges  and  partly  on  the  back.  At  four  p.m.  they  set  sail,  the  officers  and  crew  being 
divided  into  tliree  companies.  They  made  seven  miles,  and  then  hauled  up  on  a  small  floe. 
After  finding  a  low  spot,  and  first  emptying  the  boats,  they  were  lifted,  by  swinging 
them  in  the  water,  till  the  third  time,  when  a  strong  pull  and  a  pull  all  together  brought 
their  bows  on  the  ice,  and  they  were  soon  bodily  on  its  surface.  Next  day  by  noon  they 
were  not  more  than  four  or  five  miles  from  the  land,  but  the  ice  was  densely  packed  in 
irregular  masses.     Bad  weather,  with  much    snow,  detained    them  six  days  on  a  floe ;    and 
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then,  having  proceeded  some  litlle  diatunce,  tliey  wore  a^'ain  eonden.iioil  fo  five  daj's'' 
(u'teiitioii.  Tlu'ii  iirovisioiis  were  yvttiiiy  low;  they  had  rations  left  for  not  over  a, 
nmnth.  A.s  no  elian<re  took  jiUiee  in  the  iee^  they  resolved  to  dra<;'  their  boats  over  it  to 
tile  island  of  Illuidlek,  wliieh,  after  delays  and  dangers  very  similar  to  (hose  enconiitered 
by  Parry  on  liis  menioraldo  Polar  sledge  and  boat  jonrney,  was  reaehed  on  Jnne  Ith.  A 
little  later  tliey  successfully  sailed  to  the  Greenland  ]\[oravian  mission  station  of  Friedrieli- 
stal,  where  their  troubles  ended,  and  where  they  received  a  hearty  welcome.  A  Danis!'. 
vessel  brought  t.heni  to  Copenhagen  on  Soptember  1st  and  it  then  became  evident  that  it 
was  time  to  pay  some  attention  to  their  outward  ai)pearance.  In  their  forlorn  condition 
they  could  not  leave  the  ship,  or  they  might  have  been  compromised  with  the  police. 
Some  were  in  seal-skin  cai)s,  some  in  furs,  others  in  sea  boots  from  which  the  toes  2)ro- 
truded,  with  ragged  trousers,  threadbare  coats,  and  a  general  air  of  Arctic  seedincss.  At 
length  Captain  Ilegemann  fetched  them  away  in  the  twilight,  and  took  them  to  a  clothing 
warehouse,  wlice  they  were  soon  made  to  look  more  like  civilised  beings.  A  few  days 
later,  and  they  entered  Bremen  by  its  east  gate;  not,  indeed,  in  their  own  good  ship,  but 
l)y  an  express  train  from  Hamburgh.  The  JLii/sn  men  may  safely  await  the  judgment  of 
their  contemporaries,  iov  throughout  the  narrative,  good  discipline,  a  hearty  c-ytr/f  i/e  corjj-i, 
lunnurmuring  submission  to  tlie  inevitable — whatever  it  might  be — and  a  determination  to 
do  and  dare  whatever  might  appear  for  their  mutual  advantage,  are  evident  on  every  jiage. 
(jermany  may  v.'cll  be  proud  of  such  sons — Arctic  heroes  every  one  of  them.  The  fortunes 
of  the   Gcniuniia  were  less  eventful. 

Lieutenant  Payer,  while  out  on  a  sledging  expedition,  made  an  important  discoveiy. 
On  Kuhn  Island  he  found  a  seam  of  coal,  in  places  eighteen  inches  in  thickness,  alternating 
with  sandstone.  It  would  be  strange  if  in  some  future  age  our  sn]ip]y  of  warmth  should 
l;e  furnished  from  Arctic  fuel.  ^Nlany  fine  zoological  and  botanical  specimens  were  colkctel 
by  the  scientific  gentlemen  connected  with  this  expedition.  The  leading  discovery  v;as  that 
of  a  large  inlet  in  hit.  T-'i"  Lj  X.,  which  was  named  after  the  Emperor  Franz  Josef.  Sur- 
rounding it  were  mountain  peaks  ranging  as  high  as  1 1,()0()  feet.  The  Grniianiii  rea(he<l 
Eremcn  (m  September  11th,  1870 — but  a  few  days  after  the  arrival  of  their  brethren  of  t'.io 
ILutsu,  and  at  a  period  when  all  Germany  was  en  Jcle  on  account  of  their  recent  victories. 
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IIu.I.'s    EXPEDTTION' — Tl[E    ArSTliH-l  Ir  XOAl!  I  A.V    l]x  I'KOn'IOX — XoRDENSKJOM). 

C'uiilain  Iliill^j  Kxpcdilioii  -nit,'li  Latiliidf  Altaiiii'il— Open  Water  Seon-Dialh  of  Hall— The  Polaris  Hersel— An  Al)aniluiie(l 
Party  ""'ix  .Aloiillii  on  a  h'loalini,'  lee-tloe— Ilesoue— Lo-s  of  tlic  Sleaincr -Investif,'aiioii  at  \VasliiM(,'tfiii -'!"1k'  Aiistro- 
llimsariaii  Kxpedilioii— 'riio  rcwiY/io;/'  hopule.s.sly  Hescl  in  Ihc  Ic-'l\v()  Lon'^i  Weary  Year-i—IVill-i  from  I lii>  Ko 
Pressnre  liaiiiiiarls  niUed  Ilounil  llie  i^liip-Tlio  I'olar  XIkIiI  ^osn  of  a  C'oal-lml— Attempts  to  Kseape^A  (iraiid 
Diseovery— Kranz  Josef  Land— Sledgint?  Parties— (iiiiantie  lilaeiers— The  Steamer  Abandoned— Hoat  and  Sledge 
.lonrncy  to  the  Hay  of  Downs— Prof.  Xordenskjohrs  Voyage"- The  North-East  Passage  an  Aeeouiplished  Kact-'J'he 
Tll-faled  Voyage  of  the  Jiiimiittc—LU-ut.  Oreely'-i  l'.x]M.Mlilion. 

But  little  ivcnvd  lias  boon  mtule,  oxeoiit  in  transient  literature  aiul  Crovoriunoiit  ropurts,  of  the 
expedition  con eofning  which  we  are  al>oiit  to  write.  Captain  diaries  l^'rancis  Hall's  name  is^  with 
the  pnlilic,  more  intimately  associated  with  "  Life  with  the  llsipiimaux,"  and  Init  little  with  the 
i'aet  that  he  sueceeded  in  taking-  a  vessel  to  a  higher  latitude  than  over  roaehod  in  thtit  way 
before.  lie  retnrnod  to  America  in  l^'lU,  haviiio-  i'or  live  years  lived  with,  and  to  a  groat 
extent  as  the  natives,  the  result  being  that,  oxce])ting  many  errors  of  taste  and  style,  he 
succeeded  in  producing  a  work  which  has  a  very  specitil  ethnological  value.  Before  it  had 
issued  from  the  press,  he  had,  encouragfd  by  the  then  Secretary  of  the  United  States  Xavy, 
laid  a  jtlan  before  Congress  for  atteinpling  to  retch  the  X  d-th  Pole  rid  Smith  Sound.  He 
eventually  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  grant  of  iifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose,  while  an  old 
T'.S.  river  gun-boat  was  placed  at  his  di>posal.  She  was  re-named  the  Pn/iiria.  It  was 
understood  that  no  naval  officer  slKndd  accompany  him,  and  he  therefore  engaged  a  whaling 
captain,  one  S.  O.  Buddington,  to  navigate  the  vessel.  Two  scientillc  gentlemen.  Dr.  Bessels 
and  Mr.  INIeyer,  accomjianied  him,  as  did  ^lorton,  Kane's  trusty  friend,  who  has  been  so  often 
mentioned  in  those  pages. 

The  expedition  sailed  in  the  summer  of  1871,  and  after  having  touched  at  Disco, 
Greenland,  [iroceeded  up  Smith  Sound,  Kane  Basin,  and  Kennedy  Channel,  across  Polaris  Bay 
(discovered  iind  designated  by  Hall),  eventually  reaching  S:i"  KJ'  X'.,  the  highest  latitude  ever 
attained  by  a  ship  prior  to  Cajjtain  X'ares's  expedition.  Ice  impeded  their  further  progress. 
The  strait  into  which  they  had  entered  was  named  after  Mr.  Robeson,  and  from  the  point 
which  they  had  so  speedily  and  easily  attained,  a  water  horizon  was  seen  to  the  north-east. 
The  vessel  was  laid  up  in  a  harliour  named  Thank-(Jod  Bay,  whore  Cttptain  Hall,  after  sundry 
minor  explorations,  died  on  X'ovember  Stii,  hiiviiig  enduri'(l  severe  sull'ering,  the  symi)toms 
indicating  paralysis  and  congestion  of  tiie  brain.  Dtiring  hi-:-  deliritim  he  htid  expressed  the 
opinion  that  they  were  trying  to  jioison  him,  and  before  lie  would  touch  medicine,  food,  or 
wine,  he  nuido  his  elerk  taste  it.  This  being  repealed  at  hoim',  on  the  return  of  tiio  expedition, 
a  Govornineiit  iiivostigidion  of  a  carel'ul  tiiid  detailed  nature  took  j)lace  at  Washington,  but  led 
to  nothing  being  elicited  beyond  the  facts  of  a  want  of  espr'tl  ih'  rnr/j-t  among  some  of  the 
member.-,  ami  that  there  had  boon  sonii>  disagreeable  dissensions  on  l.)oard.  Ciijititin  Buddington 
had  no  ambition  to  distinguish  himself  in  the  field  of  sei  ■nee,  which  he  evidently  despised, 
being  probably  what  is  callcil  a  "  practical"  man — that  is,  one  who  must  have  immediate  gain 
licfore  his  eyes  to  stir  him  to  exertion — and  there  does  not  ajiiicir  to  have  been  any  very  earnest 
feeling  on  the  part  of  the  others.      Hall  died  almost  on  the  spot  with  which  his  name  must  over 
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fast  to  it,  and  remained  in  that  position  for  some  time.  DuriM-  the  winter  and  sprin.i,-  she  was 
much  damao'cd  by  the  iee,  and  when  she  once  more  floated,  in  June,  leaked  hadly.  Af;er 
sendino-  out  an  expedition  to  Newman's  Bay,  during  the  pro-ress  of  which  one  of  the  boats 
was  cmshed  like  a  nutshell  by  the  oTiuding  ice.  Captain  Buddington  determined  to  sail  for  the 
Cnited  States.  On  August  L'ttii  the  y./.o/v  was  in  a  position  so  dangerous  among  the  iee 
that  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  place  the  b,,ats  with  jirovisioiis  on  a  large  level  floe,  in  order  to 
prepare  for  contingencies.  A  dark  night  came  on,  a  gale  arose,  and  tlu'  steamer  drifted  away  , 
in  an  utterly  unmanageable  condition,  her  steam-pipes,  valves,  &c.,  being  frozen  up.  For 
liours  they  could  not  get  up  steam  on  board,  while  they  had  little  coal,  and  the  boats  were  on 

the  ice. 

The  condition  of  those  left  in  charge  of  the  boats  and  stores  on  the  ice  was  apparently 
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(lesporate.  Tyson,  the  second  oflit'cr,  with  the  steward,  cook,  six  sailors,  and  ei<>'lit  Jlsquimaux, 
passed  a  miseraUo  nij^'lit  on  the  drifting  iloo.  Next  niorninjy  hope  revived  in  (l.ir  breast- 
when  they  saw  the  I'a/dris  apparently  steaniinj^  towards  liiem,  and  all  kinds  ol"  atlenipts  were 
made  to  attract  attention  :  an  india-rubber  blanket  was  hoisted  on  an  oar,  but  all  (o  no  purpose. 
The  steamer  altered  her  course,  disappearing'  behind  a  point  of  the  land,  and  eij^liteeii  deserted 
being's  were  destined  to  a  series  of  experiences  similar  to  those  recorded  of  the  ILiufsd  men. 
At  the  Washington  investigation,  it  was  shown  that  the  captain  had  at  the  time  hojies  of 
saving  his  vessel,  which,  after  all,  had  to  be  rnu  ashore  on  Lyttelton  Island,  in  a  sinking 
condition.  As  they  had  the  boats  and  a  supply  of  provisions,  he  considered  their  condition 
better  than  his  own. 

The  men  on  the  ice  did  their  best  under  the  circumstances,  and  their  experiences  were 
hardly  less  eventful  than  those  of  the  Germans  in  a  similar  strait.  Their  Ibod  became  scarce 
as  the  winter  advanced,  but  the  Esquimaux  were  of  Ciinsiderable  use  to  them  in  catching 
•seals.  They  passed  nearly  six  months  on  the  drifting  ice-iloe  (from  October  ].jth,  1872,  to 
April  1st,  187-3),  and  when  at  length  they  left  it,  and  were  rescued  by  the  sealing  steamer 
Tii/rrss,  we  can  well  imagine  the  revulsion  of  feeling  described  in  their  evidence  bufore  the 
"Washington  committee.  jMeantime  the  Polaris  herself  was  ashore  on  Lyttelton  Island, 
where  Buddington,  his  ofTieers  and  men,  fourteen  souls  in  all,  had  to  pass  the  winter, 
fortunately  under  no  great  privations,  as  the  stores  were  saved.  They  wero  eventually 
rescued  by  the  ItaveuHcralij,  a  steam-whaler,  and  later,  having  been  transferred  to  the  wlialer 
Jrctir,  reached  Dundee,  and  eventually  their  own  homes,  in  safety.  In  s\ntii  of  the  perils 
encountered  by  both  parties,  Captain  Hall  was  the  only  one  of  the  little  band  who  did  not 
live  to  reach  his  native  land. 

The  Americans  have,  therefore,  as  we  have  indicated,  stuck  bravely  to  the  Smith  Sound 
route  to  the  Pole,  and  a  large  proportion  of  English  and  foreign  authorities  still  favour  the 
same  idea. 

AVe  have  seen  the  staunch  little  Fu.r  of  M'Clintock's  expedition  miraculously  escape 
from  the  grinding  surging  ice  after  a  detention  of  -Zld  days,  any  one  of  which  might  easily 
have  been  the  last  for  its  brave  company ;  we  have  witnessed,  in  mental  vision,  the  iihilo- 
sophical  German  crew  of  the  ill-fated  ILinsa  drifting  1,100  miles  on  their  precarious  ice-raft, 
to  be  saved,  every  man  of  them,  at  last;  and  we  have  just  seen  half  of  the  Polaris  movr 
rescued  from  their  peril  on  the  floating  ice-field  after  nearly  six  months  of  weary  watching. 
Turn  we  now  to  one  more  example  of  the  dangers  of  the  Arctic  seas  to  find  a  vessel  to  all 
appearance  hopelessly  encomjiassed  in  the  ice-drifts,  and  destined  not  to  make  its  escape 
before  two  long  and  dreary  years  had  passed  away. 

When  in  1871  the  Austro-Hungarian  expedition,  after  a  long  absence,  during  which 
nothing  had  been  heard  from  it,  returned  in  safety,  many  fears  which  had  been  felt  were 
sensibly  allayed  j  and  when  the  public  learned  of  the  difhoulties  they  had  encountered  and 
the  grand  discoveries  made,  it  was  generally  voted  a  complete  success.  This  expedition, 
under  Lieutenant  Weypreeht  of  the  Navy  and  Lieutenant  Payer  of  the  Engineers — who  had 
already  made  himself  a  name  as  an  Arctic  explorer  in  the  second  German  expedition — had 
been  partly  organised  at  the  expense  of  the  public,  and  greatly  aided  Ijy  Count  ^Vilczc'k, 
who  accompanied  it  in   his  yacht  as  far  as  Barents  Island.     A  very  small  steamer — no  more 
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than  2:20  tons — namod  the  Tcgcfhoff,  was  employed,  and  among  its  ofTicers  was  Captain 
(Jarlson,  who  it  will  bo  remembered,  had  rirenmnavigated  Spitzbcr^en  some  time  before,  and 
was  the  discoverer  of  the  Uarer^s  relics;  he  served  in  the  capacity  of  ice-master.  The  crew, 
all  told,  only  numbered  twenty-fonr  men.  The  expedition  sailed  from  Bremerhaven  on 
June  13th,  1S7:J,  provisioned  for  three  years,  and  was  soon  among  the  ice  of  the  north-east. 
J'larly  in  August  the  vessel  became  beset  in  such  a  manner  that  progress  was  next  to 
impossible.  "Subsequently,"  says  Lieutenant  Payer,  "we  regained  our  liberty,  and  in 
latitude  75*^  N.  we  reached  the  open  water  extending  along  the  coast  of  Novaya  Zemlya. 
The  decrease  in  temperature  and  quantity  of  ice  showed,  indeed,  that  the  summer  of  1872 
was  the  very  opiwsite  of  that  of  the  year  before."  The  vessels  kept  company  as  far  as  the 
low  Barents  Islands,  where  the  "  thick-ribbed  ice,"  agitated  and  driven  on  the  coast  by  winds 
and  gales,  stopped  their  pi  ogress  for  a  week.  '  )\\  the  21st  of  August  the  Trgi'llmff  got  clear, 
and  left  her  consort,  the  former  steaming  slowly  towards  the  north.  "Our  hopes,"  says 
Payer,  "  were  vain.  Night  found  us  encompassed  on  all  sides  by  ice,  and  (as  it  eventually 
proved)  for  two  long  and  dreary  years !  Cheerless  and  barren  of  all  hope  the  first  year  lay 
bjfore  us,  and  we  were  not  any  longer  discoverers,  but  doomed  to  remain  as  helpless  voyagers 
on  a  Hoe  of  drifting  ice.  This  is,  so  far  as  is  known,  the  longest  period  for  which  a 
vessel  has  been  ice-encompassed,  and  the  reader  will  require  no  assistance  to  picture 
the  apparently  hopeless  condition  in  which  they  found  themselves,  with  but  little  prospect 
of  accomplishing  anything  approaching  exploration.  With  the  autumn  of  1S72  came 
unusually  severe  weather,  which  caused  the  ice-blocks  to  re-freeze  as  soon  as  they  were 
sawn  asunder,  and  they  were  utterly  unable  to  extricate  the  vessel,  although  every  effort 
was  made.  On  October  l-"3th  the  ice  broke  up,  and  the  collisions  of  and  with  enormous 
masses  j)laced  them  in  great  danger.  They  were  quite  ignorant  of  their  position  and 
where  they  were  drifting.  In  the  sombre  darkness  of  the  long  Arctic  night  they  had 
to  keep  the  boats  and  stores  in  readiness,  as  they  might  have  to  abandon  the  vessel 
at  any  moment.  The  floes  were  constantly  uplifted  l»y  other  ice  underneath,  but  the  little 
Tegethoff  proved  herself  staunch  and  true.  Eventually  a  rampart  of  ice  was  erected  about 
the  little  vessel,  which  had  to  be  continually  watched  and  repaired,  on  account  of  tlie 
damage  received  itom  the  pressure  of  surrounding  ice.  Amidst  all  these  dangers  the 
routine  of  the  ship  was  admirably  kept  up.  Divine  service  was  observed,  and  a  school 
established  for  the  crew.  The  men  suffered  severely  from  scurvy  and  pulmonary  complaints 
during  the  winter. 

In  the  autumn  of  1S73  an  important  discovery  was  made.  "We  had,"  says  Payer, 
"long  ago  drifted  into  a  portion  of  the  Arctic  sea  which  had  not  previously  been  visited; 
l)ut  in  spite  of  a  careful  look-out  we  had  not  been  able  hitherto  to  discover  land.  It  wa«, 
therefore,  an  event  of  no  small  imijortance,  when,  on  the  ."ilst  of  August,  we  were  surprised 
by  the  sudden  appearance  of  a  mountainous  country,  about  fourteen  miles  to  the  north, 
which  the  mist  had  up  till  that  time  concealed  from  our  view."  They  had  no  opportunity 
of  reaching  it  until  the  end  of  October,  when  a  landing  was  effected  in  lat.  79''  51'N.,  on 
an  islanil,  lying  off  the  mainland,  to  which  they  affixed  the  name  of  Cnunt  Wilczek,  to 
whom  the  expedition  had  in  great  measure  owed  its  existence.  Their  second  Pdlar  night 
of  \i'i   days   prevented   any  further  exploration,  but  was   passed  without   a   recurrence  of 
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tlio  (liiiiL:or!j  tlu'V  liiul  mot  tlio  [nvviniis  wiiilor.  Tla'ir  uiiitcr  (nuirtoi's  wuro  ciniqiarativt'ly 
safe,  ami  \iv'm'^  near  the  land  they  obtained  u  s-ullieiency  oi'  Lear-meat^  the  animals  ulteu 
ajipniaehiny  tlie  shiji  elosely. 

In  the  winter  ni!  jsTl  several  slwlying'  jiarties  weic  >^ent  out.  On  the  ^Ith  ul' 
March,  Lienteinuit  Payer,  with  six  cunii)anions,  lel't  the  vessel,  dragg'injj  a  larg'e  sledye  Freighted 
with  provisions  and  stores  to  the  extent  of  three-fdurlhs  of  a  ton.  They  succeeded  in 
reachinu^   the    new    land,    after   many  a   stru<:;'g'le   with    the    ice-humniocks,  snow-drifts,   and 
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floods  of  sea-water  which  had  suhmcrged  some  parts  of  the  ice.  Their  difficulties  were 
increased  by  the  fact  that  a  once  fine  team  of  dog's  was  reduced  to  three  capable  of  being 
of  service.  Payer  describes  the  new  land  as  broken  up  by  numerous  inlets  and  fiords,  and 
surrounded  by  innumerable  islands.  The  mountains  were  of  fair  altitude — from  iJ,O()0  to 
5,0(10  feet  in  height — while  the  glaciers  in  the  valleys  were  of  gigantic  size,  and  formed 
a  great  feature  in  the  wild  scenery.  Some  visited  "  were  characterised  by  their  greenish- 
blue  colour,  the  paucity  of  crevasses,  and  extraordinarily  coarse-graiiied  ice."  The  vege- 
tation was  poor,  as  might  be  expected.  To  this  hitherto  unknown  land  the  name  of  the 
Em])eror  Franz  Josef  was  affixed.     The  party  reached  the  high  latitude  of  81^   '-il'  N. 

The   return    journey   to    the   vessel    was    made    successfully,    although    the    scarcity   of 
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nrovisions    oliliurd    tlieiu    to    iiiaUi'    I'urcod   iiiarclu's,   and    al».>    iii'fi'»iliil  ■.!   a   di\:>i(,ii    vi    Ihc 
party   ivniaiiiiny'   liehind   untlor  a  uliil  on    lldlieiiloliu   Jt^Iaud,    wliik'    I'mmt,    with   tun   ul'    tiu- 
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crew  and  a  small  slodo:o,  pressed   forward  for  aid.     Crossing-  an  enormous  fjlacier  on    Cn.wn 
Prince  Rudolf  liand,  one  of  the  men,  the  sledge  and  dogs,  fell  into  a  giganlic  crevasse  which 
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tlio  snow  lind  concealed.  Tnyer  liimsdl:  inijjht  liavc  como  in  '^v'xci  luid  not  he  liad  prescneo 
of  mind  endiiyh  lo  cut  tlic  linrnoss  l)y  which  lie  was  allachcd  to  the  (^ledjj'c.  Fur  a  i'nu.. 
the  case  looked  very  had,  as  (hey  were  iinahle  to  extricate  the  unrortiinate  esiilorer.  I'aver, 
however,  with  that  (luickness  which  is  one  of  his  distiiiyuishiiiy  characteristics,  inmiediatcly 
ran  hack  some  twelve  miles  to  the  other  i)arly,  and  ohtained  assistance.  They  had  eventually 
the  hajjiiincss  of  resciiiii};;'  the  niiin,  K'c.,  hy  means  of  roin-s.  After  many  ])erils  in  the  joiirncv 
over  the  rotten  ice  tiiey  succeeded  in  joinin<>'  the  anxious  little  hand  on  the  vessel.  Alas! 
the  Ti'i/cf/iiijl',  which  had  passed  nnscatiied  so  many  dan/^'crs,  had  to  he  ahandoned  in  the  ice, 
and  a  journey  by  Ijoat  and  sledj;e  coninienced,  very  similar  to  that  of  Jhirents,  made  three 
centuries  hefore.  After  mournfully  nailinj,^  the  ilaj-y  to  the  ship's  mast,  on  ^lay  iOth  they 
started  on  their  douhtful  and  adventurous  trip.  It  took  them  over  three  months  (ninety- 
six  days)  to  reach  the  Hay  of  Downs,  in  hit  72"^  1',  where  they  liapi)ily  met  a  Kussian 
schooner,  and  their  trouhles  were  over. 

And  now  to  the  Arctic  exjiedition  which  stands  out  pre-emincnlly  above  almost  any  other 
whatever.  Professor  Nordenskjold  may  he  cun<.>'ratulated  on  haviny  performed  the  most  intrepid 
and  daring  feat  of  the  present  century,  speaking-  in  a  <,^eographical  point  of  view.  The  North-Juist 
Vassag-e  has  been  accomplished.  "The  splendid  success,"  said  a  leadinj,^  journal,  "has  heen 
splendidly  deserved.  It  was  no  lucky  accident  of  exploration  that  found  the  Vcyn  a  way  round 
the  northernmost  point  of  Asia,  or  chance  good  fortune  that  carried  her  through  new  seas  to 
the  Behrings  Straits.  Professor  Nordenskjold  has  foug'ht  it  out  fairly  with  Nature.  The 
combat  has  1  een  a  long  one,  and  lound  after  round  had  to  he  toughly  contested  before  the 
Professor  closed  with  his  0]>ponent,  the  Arctic  Ocean,  and  iloorcd  the  grim  old  tyrant.  Six 
times  he  has  gone  northward  to  do  battle  with  ice  and  snow,  and  each  time,  though  returning, 
he  has  brought  back  such  knowledge  of  the  enemy's  weakness  that  assured  him  of  ultimate 
success."  We  can  now,  however,  find  s])ace  only  for  the  l)are  outlines  of  the  stoi'v, 
while  some  of  the  important  seieutitie  results  of  the  expedition  will  be  referred  to  iu 
future  pages. 

The  Vciio,  a  tough,  teak-built  steam  wlialer,  left  Gothenburg  on  July  Ith,  1878,  sighted 
Nova  Zembla  on  the  28th,  and  anchored  that  day  off  a  village  on  the  Samoyede  peninsula 
at  the  entrance  of  (he  Kara  Sea,  once  known  as  the  Ice  Cave,  but  which  of  late  has  lost 
its  terrors  for  even  the  hardy  Norwegian  fisherman.  Nordenskjold  knew  the  right  season 
to  attem2)t  its  passage,  and  it  was  surj)rised  when  almost  free  of  ice.  On  August 
1st,  after  making  many  scientific  observations  of  importance,  the  Vega  proceeded  slowly 
eastward,  nothing  but  rotten  ice,  which  in  no  way  impeded  the  vessel,  being  met.  In  a 
few  days  they  were  safely  anchored  in  Dickson's  Haven,  Siberia,  a  spot  perhaps  destined 
to  become  an  important  exporting  point.  Bears  and  reindeer  were  found  to  be  numerous, 
and  the  vegetation  extremely  rich.  On  the  lOth  the  />//(/  again  proceeded,  and  threading 
her  way  through  unknown  islands,  reached  a  fine  harbour  situated  iu  the  strait  that  separates 
Taimyr  Island  and  the  mainland,  where  they  dredged  for  marine  specimens  with  great 
success.  Again  resimiing  the  voyage,  they,  on  the  evening  (jf  the  19th,  anchored  in  a 
bay  round  Cape  Chelyuskin,  the  most  northerly  point  of  the  Asiatic  continent.  This, 
the  once  unconquerable  cape,  had  now  been  conquered,  and  that  fact  alone  w\)uld  h.ave 
constituted    a  splendid  triumph,   although   it  now   only    forms   an   episode   in   this  grand 
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voyage.  Low  moinitaiiis,  free  from  snow,  wore  seen  to  the  southward  ;  geese,  ducks,  and 
otiier  hirds  werc^  seen  on  the  coast,  while  (lie  ocean  was  alive  with  walrus,  seals,  and  wIialoH. 
On  the  :21st,  (hough  delayed  hy  I'ogs  and  rotten  ici',  the  Ifi/it  coasted  south-cast;  and  on 
the  ;J.'Jrd,  aided  hy  a  lino  hreoze  and  a  smooth  sea,  was  ahlo  to  dispense  with  steam.  At  the 
CImtanga  river  they  shot  hears  and  wild  fowl  to  (heir  heart's  desire.  On  (he  :!tlth  they  piisM'd 
the  entrance  (o  (lie  mouth  of  (ho  Lena,  and  on  (ho  ;!7th  turned  unrdnvanl  I'or  the  Siherian 
Islands,  which  they  were  iirevented  from  exploring,  owing  to  the  ice.  Xnrdcnsk jidd  ordered 
the  vessel's  head  to  he  turned  soudiward,  and  (hey  passeil  the  mou(h  of  the  great  Kolyma 
river.  Soon  lliey  were  among  the  ice,  and,  as  (hey  had  an(ieipa(ed,  were  (o  he  iin|irisoiicd 
in  it.  lhi(  (he  heaUh  of  the  party  was  excellent,  and  no  si'urvy  whatever  appeared  ;  (heir 
iiwn  provisions  were  of  (he  host;  and  after  pas>ing  Cook's  Cape,  \  aiikarenia,  the  /'■.'/'' 
crossed  to  Kolintchin,  where  the  furnaces  were  put  out,  the  sails  stowed,  and  winter  life  fairly 
eommenced.  At  a  mile  distance  ashore  there  was  a  Tchuktclii  village  of  l,'Hl(l  souls, 
all  living  easily,  for  lish  and  seals,  hear,  wolf,  and  fox,  were  abundant,  while  in  sjjring  (ho 
geese,  swans,  and  ducks,  returned  from  the  south.  For  nearly  nine  months  they  were  iee- 
ijound  ;  hut  at  las(  (ho  ice  Hoes  hroke  up  and  scattered,  and  the  li((le  ////</  soon  passed  Fast 
Capo,  the  extremity  of  Asia,  and  steamed  gaily  into  Hehring  Straits,  where  a  salute  was 
tired,  announcing  a  success  unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  Arc(ic  history.  The  Professor 
OL'lieves  that  voyages  may  ho  regularly  performed  in  (he  fu(ure  which  will  open  up  a 
considerahle  trade  with  northern  Siberia. 

Oil  July  S(h,  1S70,  an  American  expedition  sot  sail  in  (he  ■Tcinnii-llf  from  San 
Friui(;isco,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Do  Long,  with  (ho  (d)jeet  of  seeking  an  en( ranee 
into  (he  supposed  open  Polar  Sea  by  a  N.F.  passage  near  AVrangel  Land.  The  vessel 
became  en(angled  in  the  ice  of  the  Arctic  for  eighteen  months,  eventually  being  crushed 
and  sunk,  and  a  long  and  perilous  journey  to  reach  the  S;'.<. .ian  coast  ensued.  ])o  Long 
and  eleven  of  his  eomjianions  succumbed  (o  their  privations,  having  had  to  eat  their  boots 
and  skin-elo(hing  in  the  attempt  to  prolong  life. 

Two  International  Polar  Conferences  have  been  held,  ance  that  at  Rome  in  1^7*^,  (he 
result  being  that  several  countries  agreed  to  establish  polar  s(a(ions  for  scien(ilie  (diserva- 
tion.  The  United  States  in  ISSl  despatched  an  expedition  to  Smith  Soiuid  under  Lieut, 
Greely  for  this  among  other  purposes.  A  s(a(ion  wa^;  acc(U'(lingly  formed  at  l)i!:,covery 
Harbour.  During  the  next  winter  Lieut.  Lockwo  id  suceeeded  in  reaching  the  highest 
point  ever  attained  towards  the  North  Pole,  about  one  degree  higher  than  (hat  reached 
by  the  Nares  expedition.  The  (ircely  expedition  was  odierwiso  most  unfortunate  ;  the  com- 
mander and  six  companions,  one  of  whom  died  soon  after,  were  (he  sole  survivors  of  (ho 
original  party  of  twenty-one,  when  eventually  rescued  off  Cape  Sabiino  by  the  I'.S. 
exploring  vessels  TJu'I'ih  and   AVv/y. 

^Euch  has  been  done;  still,  there  is  yet  work  which  remains  to  bi-  aeeoniplishcd  in  (lie 
Arctic  seas.  But  brave  men  will  never  be  wanting  when  new  a(tenip(s  are  made.  As  the 
old  sea-captain,  looking  at  the  chart  in  ^NFilbiis'  picture,  says,  concerning  the  Xortli-\Ves(. 
Passage,  "It  might  bo  done — and  iMigland  ought  to  do  it  !  ^' 


';:i 


I 


•Z7i'> 


TIIK    SKA. 


*, 


lluri  llli 


('IIAl»Ti:il    WMF. 

TiiK    .\NTAi;(ru     lli,(;ii»\s. 

mil  I'oir  lic'cli  Nc^'li'cU'd  J     'I'lir   AiiliM'ilii'  even   iiiiii'c    Iiilii)s|iiliililc>  lliiiii  llir  Arctic     Tlic  Anliinlic  SiiliiiMr 


■lii'cli  I'lir  I  lie   '/'' 


.lii.ilrnlis     Kuily  KxpluivrH    Ciiptiiiii  CiMikn  UUcomi'Ich     WuIciIiik  ill   IccIiitkh    'I'Iic  Siiiillicrii 


Tlinlc 


illli'i   I!' poll  Wcdilcir-i   ViiYiii^c     hciul   Whale    MMiikcn  Inr  iiri    IhIuiuI     U  ri'\  IIIc-   AiIi'IIc  l.aiiil     Wilkes 


Laiiil     ViiyiiKCH  III'  .laiiirH   Itii^s     lUh'li  l.iiiiil  l)i-cin  crcil     liiip  llcil-i  ul'  (liiiuio -.\iilaicllc  VulciiiiocM     .MulilitN  Kivbim 


anil  Tcrriir 


Ilia  I, anil, 


()\i;  niii^'lit  We'll  iiiiiiiii't',  witliunt  ii  iirovioiis  kimwlt' ii;'o  of  (ho  reasons,  wliy  tlie  South  I'uli.' 
lias  lint  recoivt'il  tht'  attoiitiuii  which  has  hci'ii  lavished  on  the  Xorth.  The  fact  is  that 
uliilc  tiic  Arctic  regions  do  not  ineseiit  many  atlraetiuiis  I'or  travel,  and  certainly  even  less  I'or 


residence  or  settli'iiient,  the  Antarctic  rey'ions  are  still   ninre  iiii[iriMiiisiiin'  in 
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Till'  exlrciiie  intensity  nl'  Antarctic  colil  is  rniiiid  to  enmiiii'iice  at  a  niiiili  liinln'r  latitude  than 
ill  the  northern  InMiiisjihere.  In  the  Arctic  seas  laryo  ieehorjjs  are  rarely  foiind  lill  the  7ntli 
|)arallel  nl'  latitude  is  rcachi.'d,  while  stationary  licKls  are  met  in  a  still  higher  latitude.      In  the 
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Horn,  of  Terra  del  Fuey.i,  uiid  oullyinj^  islands,  are  covered  with  perpetual  simw  ipiite  to  their 
sea-coasts.  "This  eoiitrast,"  .say  Professor  Tomlinson,  in  one  of  the  few  general  works  we 
possess  oil  the  subject,*  "has  heon  ascribed  to  the  shorter  stay  which  the  sun  makes  in  the 
southern  hemisphere  tlian  in  the  northern.  But  this  differenee,  amounting'  to  scarcely  eiyht 
days,  has  Ijeen  proved  to  be  exai'tly  C()m}iensated  by  the  o'reater  nearness  of  the  ear  li  to  the 
sun  diiriiiir  the  southern  than  dnriiiL::  the  northern  summer.  Another  cause  must  tliorefnre 
be  souii'ht,  and  as   it   is  a  fact  that  water  becomes  less  heated  b\  the  saine  aninunt  of  sunshine 
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nice,  this  cause  will  be   found   in  the  vast  extent   of    the  Antarctic  sea>i 


the  total  absence  of  any  great  surface  of  land,  and  the  form  of  the  continent.-,  which  terminate 
towards  the  south  almost  in  points,  thus  opening-  a  free  and  unencumbered  Held  to  the 
currents  from  the  Polar  seas,  and  allowing  them  to  push  forward  the  icy  masses  in  every 
direction   from   the  snutli   pole  towards  the  southern   and   temperate  zone.*' 


The  Word   Anlufflic  exiilains   it 


as 


that   part    of    the   earth   ojiposite    to  the  Arctic. f 


Winter  in  the  one  corresponds   to  summer  in   the  other,  and   vice   rrr-sd'.     When  the  Arctic 
circle    is  delighting  in    one   Iniig   summer  day,  the   Antarctic    regions    are  ojipresscd    by  the 


liar 


kest 


irioom. 


AVI 


leii    we    in 


igland 
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should    be,    enjoying    the    bright    days    of 


niidsummer,  the   southern    Polar  regions   are   pitchy  dark,  while  at  our   Christmas-tide  that 
part  of  the  earth  is  bathed   in   tl m  Is  of  sunshine. 

It  has  been  seen  that  our  knowledge  of  the  Xorlh  Polar  seas  has  been  largely  the  result 
of  explorations  in  search  of  a  north-western  or  north-eastern  passage  or  strait  to  the  Pacific. 
The  exjiloration  of  the  Antarctic  regions  is  mainly  due  to  quests  after  a  continent  in 
the  southern  seas — the  Terrd  An-s/ru/l.s  iiicii(/iulit  of  many  old  geographers.  The  belief 
in  the  existence  of  sueli  a  land  can  be  traced  back  as  far  as  lij/ii,  when  Juan  Fernandez 
is  rcjiorted  to  have  sailed  southward  from  Chile,  and  to  liave  arrived  after  a  mouth's 
voyage  at  a  licrrii  J'fniir,  a  charming   fertile  land  inhabited  by  friendly  and  almost  civilised 


*   '•  .'Sinnmcr  in  tin'  Antantir  liiginns." 

+  The  wdril  Aixtii:  is  ileriveil  from  tlie  (Ircek,  and  signifies  '/,  or  bcliDiijiiig  to  tliv  hviir. 
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liiifivps.  IF  th.>  itnry  be  lint  alti.!,r('th.T  aiincryi.hal,  it  may  possibly  havi-  b,vii  s,.mc  |iart 
><i  New  Zealand.  At  th"  >aiiM'  |icrind  thciv  were  wild  ivports  in  ciiviiiaticiii  ,nii,(.niiiii.v  thf 
dis('(,very  liy  .Mvam  Mciidaiia  di'  Nryni  .'I'  s.ane  -uuiImtii  islands  al)niiiidini..  in  silver, 
'riiiit  iiaviyji'nr,  however,  ci.iild  imi  find  llieiii  at  all  in  a  later  vi>yauv.  a  id  peiMshrd  miserabh-, 

with  many  ..f  his  npauioiis,  at    l'<iii.>nl,  nr  Santa  Ciii/  Island.      lii.  |,i|.,t,  |',.,|rn  |",.niandrz 

dc  (inirn-,  in  jUd.'.-d  made  a  iirui'cssed  v^yai^v  in  mmivIi  nf  th,.  ,s,„itli,Tii  rniitineiit,  his 
voya-e  resnltin-  in  the  dlscnvery  ..f  I'iteairn's  Inland,  th,'  New  llobriihs,  and  ..tlier  lai;d-, 
•while  (.lie  uf  his  ea|itaii)<.  I.uis  \'aes  de  Tnrivs,  pass-d   tlip.ii^'li    the  stiail   betuveii    AiNlialla 
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;tnd  New  (riiinea  nnw  named  after  him.  The  lirst  aedial  apprnaeh  to  tlie  then  unknown 
southern  polar  lands  appears  to  have  lieen  made  by  cuie  Dirk  (ierritz,  a  Dntehman,  in  .raniiar\-, 
1000.  This  vessel  was  in  the  Ivwt  India  service,  and  was  driven  by  a  ^mIc  \'\-n\\]  the  immediate 
latitude  ol'  the  Straits  of  Ma^'ellan  far  to  tlie  soiitli,  wliere  he  diseovereil  a  liarren,  cra^'ny, 
snow-covered  coast,  similar  to  that  of  Norway,  ilis  accounts  were  discredited,  but  have 
since  proved  to  have  been  accurate  enouij^h,  and  the  land  is  now  known  as  New  South 
Shetland,  and  has  been  proved  to  cross  tlie  Antarctic  circle.  The  expeditions  oF  Keri^nelen, 
sent  out  For  the  purpose  ol'  ex])loriii^  the  southern  re^'ions,  resulted  only  in  the  discovery 
of  the  i^roup  of  islands  now  known  by  his  name.  It  is  to  the  celela-ated  Captain  Cook 
that  we  owe  the  earliest  careful  ex])lnrations  of  the  south   |>olar  regions. 

Late  in  November,  ]77"2,  II. M.  shi))s  lif-sn/ut/oi/  and  Ailrcihii-i'  left  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  in  search  oF  the  unknown  continent,  and  early  in  Pecember  of  the  same  year  were 
driven   by  several    gales   amniig   and    in    dangerous    proxiinity   to   icebergs,  one  of   which   is 
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dcMTila-il  :i<   ll;it  ut   Ha   tn|i,  aliniil   (il'ly  I'cct    in  lici^'lil,  mid   liiill'  a   iiiili'  in   circuit.     A  liiryi 
iiiiinlici'  III'  |icii;;'iiiiw  niul  titlicr   hir.ln  wore   "ii 


iicsc  licrj^M,  iiiiil    tins  \\a>  (It'cmcil    n    rctisim 


I'lr  tliiiikiiii;'  lainl  near.  'I'lic  ice  isluinls  yit'ldcil  oxccllciit  t'rosli  water,  lai^o  dftaclio.l  liiiii|is 
'ii'iny  taken  on  li  lanl  and  (lie  sea  water  allnwol  to  drain  oil'  on  deck,  wIkmi  tliore  was  liardiv 
a   trace   of    wait    pi'rceptiMe    to    the    taste,      fart    nf    it   was    ki'pt    as    ice,   wliili'    a    (|naMtily 

\\a.s  nicltcd  ii |i|iers.     Cuuk  said  tliat    it  was  tlie  nmst  ex|»L'dilii)ii.s  way  dI'  watcriiii^-  lie  had 

^een.      In    the   iiiiilijle  (if    I'Vhrnary  they  had    fair    weather,  with    ch'ar   serene    nij^hls,  when 

the   heaiitit'nl    AunuM   Austrahs,  or    Soiitliein    LiL^'hts,  were   seen.     " 'I'l Iliivr  of   the  watrh 

uh-icrved  that  it  sometimes  hmke  out  in  spiral  rays,  and  in  a  circnhn-  i'nrm  ;  tlicn  its  h^lil 
was  very  strong,  and  its  appearance  heautil'nh  lie  coidil  not  perceive  tiiat  it  had  any 
particular  (hrection,  for  it  appeared  at  various  times  in  dilTeient  parts  of  the  heavens, 
and  dilYiised  its  liu'ht  thriMii;>hont  tlu'  whoI(!  atmosphere."  Mad  weather  rojlowcd,  making;' 
navij^'ation  (hmnerous  anioiit;'  the  hern's,  wliiie  it  wa,  latterly  cold.  A  litter  (d"  nine  pio'ii 
was  killed  a  lew  lnuirs  after  tlieir  hirth  hy  the  cold,  in  spite  of  all  the  care  taken  to  preserve 
them.  This  was  in  the  Antarctic  smnmer,  which,  however,  improved  considerahly  after- 
wards. Captain  Cook  was  lhei\  tempteil  to  advanc '  a  few  de;^rees  to  the  south,  hut  soon 
altered  his  miml   wiien   the  weather  ai^-ain   chan^'cd   for  the  worse. 

It  was  nm  till  the  .'list  of  January,  177"),  on  the  sinno  voyaye,  that  Cook,  who  had 
hecome  "tired  (d'  tiicse  hiy'h  scailhern  latitudes,  where  unthiii<^'  was  to  he  found  hut  ice 
and  thick  foj^s,"  nuide  a  discovery  of  land.  They  had  heen  sailing'  over  a  sea  strewed 
with  ice,  when  the  foy  liftinix,  three  rocky  islets  of  coiisidoralile  elevation  dis(dose(l  themselves 
al  a  distaiieo  of  three  or  fiau'  miles,  one  terminating  in  a  lofty  peak  like  a  suj^'ar-loaf.  It 
was  named  Fri'i::i-linhl  I'cuk.  To  the  east  of  this  a  hiju'h  coast,  with  lofty  snow-clad  summits, 
appwn'ed,  and  soon  another  hrnken  coast-line  came  in  sij^'I.t,  to  which  the  name  of  Sim  I  In' ni 
'I'l'iii/ij  was  ijiven,  as  it  was  the  most  southerly  laml  yet  discovered.  Other  coasts,  pninmn- 
tnrles,  and  mountains,  soon  canio  in  view,  which  Cook  tells  ns  had  land  apparently  hetween 
them,  leadinn'  him  to  the  conclusion  that  the  whole  was  connected.  Prudence  forhado  him 
venturinjj;'  nearer  tlie  coast.     The  reader  must   rememher  that  his  wi'ro  not  tho  days  of  steam. 

New  land  ajipeared  next  nuaaiini^',  with  outlying  islands,  named  the  Cnidlfiihix  /vA'v 
in  honour  of  tlie  day  on  which  they  were  discovered.  The  wliolo  of  the  now  land  was 
liained  Sihiilii-'/r/i  L'liiil,  and  was  supposed  to  he  cither  a  f.;'r(uip  of  islands,  or  the  point  of 
a  continent.  Cook  lirndy  helieved  in  a  tract  of  land  near  tho  Pole  as  the  source  of  most 
uf  the  ieehern's  in  those  seas,  hut  did  not  attempt  a  further  exploration. 

It  was  not  till  the  year  1SI9  that  the  commander  of  tho  hriu^  //7///<^/;,  ^^Ir. 'William 
Smith,  sailinn'  south-east  from  the  latitude  of  Cape  Horn,  noted  in  latitude  (i:2^'  oO'  S. 
and  |oni>'itude  (iO  '  W.,  an  extensive  snow-eovored  land,  on  tiie  coasts  of  which  seals  were 
ahundant.  As  he  was  hound  with  a  car;4'o  to  ^'alparaiso,  he  could  not  follow  up  his  dis- 
c<ivcry  ;  hut  on  arrival  at  that  port  inftu-med  II.B.M.  Consul,  Captain  Sheriff,  of  tho  fact 
he  had  ascertained,  and  that  g'cntleman  dispatched  !Mr.  Edward  Uarnsfield,  master  of  the 
fri^■atc  Aiiilnnihif/ie,  to  explore  tho  new-found  land.  It  was  found  to  consist  of  a  j^roup 
of  islands,  numheriuL!^  twelve,  with  innumerable  I'oeky  islets  hetween  them.  There  was 
little  douht  that  it  was  a  part  of  the  same  land  si<;'hted  hy  Gerritz  more  than  two  centuries 
hcl'ore,  and  now  known  as  the  South  Shetlands.     They  were  further  explored  in  1S;J0  by  Mr» 
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W'eddcll,  >slio)*t'  <Tow!*  ol)taiiu'l  an  iiniin'iisc  niiiiiluM'  of  Ht'a-rl('|iliaiit«i  and  riir  H(>aU.  TIiimc 
islands  an-  nt-urlv  inaoco>tsilili>,  Ininj,'  iic-lMinud,  while  almost  any  part  of  tlieni,  other  thin 
periitMidirnlar  eliffn,  Im  jk  r|tt'tually  Hiiow-covorod.  Thero  art)  a  fow  small  palehes  of  sfra<,"^liie4' 
j^rass  when!  there  i-  any  soil,  jiiid  a  nn)ss  similar  to  that  found  in  leeland.  Ill  |H:il  other 
adililioiis  wci'.'  mailo  to  our  knowleiij^e  of  ishiinls  adjai'eiit  to  the  South  Sliet lands  hy  ('a|ttain'^ 
Powell  and  l*ah.  ■  r,  tlu-  latter  all  American,  and  hy  tlie  lill^>ian  naviy-ator,  |tellinH:lumsen, 
wlio  readied  a  very  southcrii  l»oint.  Tliry  are  respeetively  known  as  'I'rindi/,  I'liliiifr's, 
and  .l/i:i;nii/rr'.i  L^imlx.  \  voyaye  in  \HXi  has  iiii|iortaiiee,  as  it  led  to  valuaMe  results, 
in  a  eoinmereial  point  of  view.  The  hri^^  ./«///<•,  of  Ijeith,  Captain  ^Veddell,  with  a  >  rew 
of  twenty-two  oilieers  and  men,  aeeoinpanied  liy  a  cutter,  s 't  sail  in  Septeinher  ol  thai 
year  on  a  voyajii'  to  the  South  Seas  for  the  pnrposi-  of  ]iroeuriii^'  fur  seals.  At  the  hegiiiniiiL;' 
(»f  January,  lS:M,  the  vessels  lirst  came  in  >i^lit  of  the  land  of  tlie  IulcIi  si>utlierii  latitiul", 
and  the  next  day  reaelu'd  tho  South  Oikneys.  'Hie  to})s  of  the  islands  mostly  termiiiatel 
in  eraLfyy  jieaks,  and  looked  almost  like  the  mountain  tops  of  a  sunken  land,  I'roceediiiL; 
southward,  they  om;  eveiiiii;y  passed  very  (dose  to  an  ohject  which  appeared  like  a  rock. 
The  lead  was  immediately  thrown  out,  hut  no  hottom  could  he  found.  It  turned  "ut  t^i 
In-  a  dead  whale,  very  much  swollen,  tloatiii;>'  on  the  surface,  Weddell  ohl, lined  at  South 
(Jeoryia  u  valuahle  earyo.  From  the  sea-elephant  no  less  than  :i(l,lMl(i  tons  (d'  nil  were 
obtained  in  a  lew  seasons,  the  caryoes  always  iiieludiny  a  larye  uumber  of  fur  sealskins, 
.\merican  sealers  also  took  larye  cargoes  of  these  skins  to  China,  where  tiiey  sold  for  live 
or  six  dollars  a  skin.  The  Island  of  Desidation,  described  by  Cook,  was  also  a  source  ol 
yi'oat  jirolit.  "This  is  a  striking,  but  by  no  means  uiieominon  example  of  the  eomniercinl 
advantage  to  be  derived  from  voyages  of  discovery."  In  ls;JI),  Captain  IJiscoe,  commanding 
tho  scaling  bi-ig  Eli:i(  Sru//,  made  the  discovery  of  another  range  of  islands,  sine.'  named 
after  him.  In  IH.'i'.t,  Captain  JJaliey,  in  a  ship  behniging  to  ^lessrs.  lOnderby,  the  owner.- 
of  the  last-named  vi'fsel,  discovered  land  in  latitude  (ili'^  H'  S.,  which  was  in  all  ]>iobability 
a  portion  of  tho  same  territory  sighted  by  ^Vilkcs  and  DTrvillo  a  year  afterwards.  TIr...  , 
while  America  and  France  claim  the  honour  of  having  discovered  an  "  Antarctic  continent," 
Bailey  seems  to  have  forestalled  them.  It  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  the  patches 
of  land  seen  by  these  explorers  can  bo  considered  to  form  a  great  southern  continent.* 

D'Urville,  after  describing  the  "lanes"  of  tall  icebergs  by  which  liis  -hip  was 
enclosed  and  impeded,  states  that  they  sighted  land,  some  few  miles  oil',  with  prominent 
peaks  ."5,000  feet  and  upwards  in  height,  and  surrouiuled  with  coast  ice.  Some  boats 
were  sent  oil'  to  make  magnetic  observations,  and  one  of  the  ofllcers  succeeded  in  landing 
on  a  small  rocky  islet,  on  which  the  tricolour  Hag  was  unfurltjd.  Not  the  smallest  trace 
of  vegetable  life  could  be  discovered.  Numerous  fragments  of  the  rock  itself  were  carried 
olT  as  trophies.  Close  at  hand  were  eight  or  ten  other  islets.  The  land  thus  discovered  was 
named  Adelie  Land  (after  Admiral  D'th-ville's  wife),  A  projecting  cape,  which  hiid  been 
seen  early  in  the  day,  was  called  Cape  Discovery,  and  the  islet  on  which  the  landing 
was  eirected  was  named  Point  Geology, 

*  Ciiptuin  Diimont  D'Urvillo  commanded  iin  cxjicditiun  di.fiiatihoil  l)y  I'liincc  in  1S;J7  inr  the  exijitss  ])iiiiiiisc  it 
cxidovinff  the  Antarctic,  and  Lieutenant  AVilkcs,  T..S.X.  liad  a  .similar  'ijinmissioii  the  s;imc:  ycav.  AVilkcs  and 
D'Uivillu  sighted  each  other's  vessels  on  one  occasion,  but  throuyli  a  mistake  did  not  eonimuiiicato. 
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Wilkes!  clcsoi'ilios  Iiis  ili<;ci ivories  in  siiiiiihir  terms  to  tliose  of  previous  explorers 
already  meiitioiiecl.  SloiieSj  ,i,'ravel,  saiul,  imiil,  &e.,  were  noted  on  a  low  ieebery,  provinj'' 
the  existence  of  land  somewiiere  about,  but  it  nuist  be  burne  in  mind  that  u  landing'  on 
anything  but   ice  was  not   ell'eeted. 

An  attempt  on  the  part  of  Captain  (afterwards  Sir  James)  Ross  to  establish  magnetic 
observations  in  tiie  southern  hemisphere  was  unsucees.-iul,  but  resulted  in  a  discovery 
of  imiiortanee.  On  January  11th,  1^11,  land  was  sighted,  rising  in  lofty  suow-eovered 
peaks,  the  elevation  of  some  of  which  was  stated  to  bo  from  l:i,()(IU  feet  to  1  1',(I00  feet. 
^  arious  peaks  were  named  after  Saljinc  and  other  distinguished  philosophers  who  had 
advocated  the  cause  ol'  the  expedition.  With  some  dilliculty  they  landed  on  an  island,  in\ 
wliich  they  planted  our  Hag,  and  drank  a  toast  to  the  health  of  the  Queen  and  I'rince 
Albert.  It  was  named  I'osscssiou  Island.  'fhcre  was  nn  vegetation,  but  "  inconccival)le 
myriads  of  penguins  completely  and  densely  covered  the  whole  surface  of  the  island, 
along-  the  ledges  of  (he  i)recipices,  and  even  to  the  summits  of  the  hills,  attacking  us,'' 
says  Ross,  "  vigorously  as  we  waded  through  their  ranks,  and  pecking  at  us  with  their 
sliarj)  beaks,  disputing-  possession;  which,  together  with  their  loud  coarse  notes,  and  tlic 
insupportable  stench  from  the  deep  bed  of  gnano,  which  had  been  forming  for  ages,  and 
which  may  at  some  jieriod  be  valuable  to  the  agriculturists  of  our  Australasian  colonies, 
made  us  glad  to  get  awa\-  again,  after  having-  loaded  our  boats  with  geological  specimens 
and  peng-uins."  Whales  were  very  numerous;  thirty  were  counted  at  one  time  in 
various  directions. 

Further  south  the  interesting  discovery  was  made  of  an  active  volcano,  a  mountain 
1:2, lUD  feet  altitude,  emitting  llamc  and  smoke  at  the  time.  It  was  named  after  he 
Erehiis,  one  of  the  vessels  employed,  while  a  second  volcano,  scarcely  inferior  in  height 
to  the  lirst-named,  was  called  Mount  Terror,  after  our  staunch  old  friend  the  vessel 
which  so  well  withstood  tho  ito  in  Sir  George  Back's  expedition.  "  On  the  afternoon  of 
the  ^Sth/'  says  Ross,  "  Mount  ImoIius  was  observed  to  euiit  smoke  and  ilame  in  unusual 
quantities,  producing-  a  most  grand  spectacle  ;  a  volume  of  dense  smoke  was  projected  at 
each  successive  jet  with  great  force,  in  a  vertical  column,  to  the  lieiglit  of  between  1,.jUU 
and  ^,U00  feet  above  the  mouth  of  the  crater,  when,  condensing  lirst  at  its  upper  i)art, 
it  descended  in  mist  or  snow,  and  gradually  dispersed,  to  be  succeeded  by  aiujther 
splendid  exhibition  of  the  same  kind  in  about  half  an  hour  afterwards,  although  the 
intervals  between  the  eruptions  were  by  no  means  regular.  The  diameter  of  the  columns 
of  smoke  was  Ijctweeu  two  and  three  hundred  feet,  as  near  as  we  could  measure  it; 
whenever  the  smoke  cleared  away,  the  bright  red  ilame  that  tilled  the  mouth  of  the  crater 
was  clearly  perceptible;  and  some  of  the  oiUcers  believed  they  could  see  streams  of  lava  pouring 
down  its  sidc<  until  lost  beneath  the  snow,  wiiich  descended  from  a  few  hundred  feet  below 
the  crater,  and  projected  its  perpendicular  icy  clift'  several  miles  into  the  ocean." 

The  wiiole  of  the  land  traced  to  the  seventy-ninth  degree  of  latitude  was  named 
Victoria  I>and.  Ross  '^  restored  to  England  the  honour  of  the  discovery  of  the  southern- 
most  known  land,"  which  had  previously  belonged  to  Russia,  as  won  twenty  years  before 
by  the  intrepid  Bellinghausen.  A  second  and  a  third  visit  was  made  by  Ross,  on  the 
latter  of  which  he  made  some  discoveries  of  minor  importance. 
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CHAPTER     XXX II  I. 

Dkcisive  Voyaoks  IX  IIisTOHY. — DiAZ — Coi.i'.\rins. 

An  Iinitnitiinl  Kpocli  in  Ilia  History  of  Disrovory  Kin,'  Jolin  II.  of  Portu^jiil  and  lii-i  Kntt>rpri.se3  Diaz  tlic  BoUl- 
Vcnlnrcs  out  to  Sea  -Rounds  the  ('ii|)o  Ii^norant  of  the  Fiu-t— The  Capo  ot  Storms-Kin^  John  rc-clirislcns  it  — 
ColiiTTibusaiid  the  Xiirralivc  of  his  Son -His  Visit  to  I'orliiijal— >rjirriat,'o— An  un-royal  Trick— Sends  liis  lirollur  to 
Kntrlund  Ili-i  Misfort'inp  C'oliinihus  in  Si):iin  A  jircjudiced  mid  it,'noninl  l!c|)ort  'I'lio  One  Seiisllilo  Krclcsiii^lii'— 
AKuin  I'cpiilsi'il -A  Friend  lit  Court  Queen  Niihella  AVnii  to  the  Cause  Depiirlure  of  llie  Kxpedilioii  Out  in  the 
IJroid  Atlaiili<'  Murmurs  of  the  Crews  Si.ciis  of  Land  Disaiiiioliiluu'iit  Latent  Mutiny  liand  at  Last  -l)isi'0\  ery 
oC  St  Salvador -Cuba  Natives  Snioliini;  llie  Weed  — Uloiila  in  llisimiiiola-Columlius  Wrecked  (lold  Olitalned 
First  Spaiiisli  Settloiuent  Homeward  Voya:^e -Storms  ami  Vows  -  Arrival  in  I'.urope-Triiimpliant  lieeeptioii  at 
Hareeloiia. 

Till-;  Arctii'  ami  Antarctic  voyaofos,  purposely  kept  tonfether  and  followed  to  their  latest 
develo]>inents,  havine>;  lieen  descrihed,  we  now  ero  haek  to  the  most  interestino-  and  important 
period  in  the  world's  history,  ^^'eographically  considered.  In  little  less  than  a  dozen  years  three 
of  the  grandest  discoveries  in  ji^ooaTaphy  were  made.  First,  the  discovery  of  a  passage  roinid 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  sea-pnrtal  to  the  Indian  Oeeaii,  the  Orient  generally 
Australasia  (not,  indeed,  then  discovered,  or  even  dreamt  of),  and  the  inimmeralde  islands  of 
the  various  Eastern  Archipelagos.  Next,  the  ])assage  of  tlie  Atlantic  ocean  to  the  far  west, 
the  discovery  of  tlie  West  Indies  and  the  New  World.  Last,  and  not  least,  in  its  ultimate 
bcarini^'s  on  the  prosperity  of  Great  IJritiiin,  the  jussage  by  sea  direct  to  India — its  compiest 
and  settlement  by  the  Portuguese.  What  other  epoch  can  boast  so  much  accomplished  in  a 
time  so  brief  ? 

To  King  John  of  Portugal  arc  we  indebted  for  the  first  of  these  great  discoveries.     He 
lifted  out  a  small  stpiadrou  under  Bartholomew  Diaz,  a  knight  of  the  royal  household,  to  attempt 
the  passtige  by  sea  to  India,  after  endeavouring   to  learn  all  that  was   then   known  about  that 
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country.  For  this  important  enterprise  Diaz  was  sup])lioJ  with  two  small  caravels  of  lifty  tons 
each,  accompanied  Iiy  a  still  smaller  vessel,  or  tender,  to  carry  jirovisions.  The  jjreparations 
being-  completed,  he  sailed  in  the  end  of  August,  1 18(1,  steering  directly  to  the  southward. 

"  We  have,"  says  Clarke,  "  no  relation  of  the  particulars  of  this  voyage,  and  only  know 
that  the  first  spot  on  which  Diaz  placed  a  stone  pillar,  in  token  of  discovery  and  possession,  was 
at  Sierra  Punla,  in  about  :JI'^',  10'  S.,  which  is  said  to  have  been  1;10  leagues  further  to  the  south 
•than  any  jn'eceding  navigator.  According  to  the  Portuguese  historians,  Diaz  sailed  boldly  from 
this  place  to  the  southward,  in  the  open  sea,  and  never  saw  the  land  again  until  he  was  forty 
leagues  to  the  east  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  he  had  passed,  without  being  in  sight  of 
land."  Here  he  came  in  sight  of  a  bay  on  the  coast,  which  he  called  Auijra  <h  Ion  VcKincroHy 
or  Bay  of  Herdsmen,  from  observing  a  number  of  cows  grazing  on  the  land.  From  this  place 
Diaz  continued  his  voyage  eastwards,  to  a  small  island  or  rock  in  the  bay,  which  is  now  called 
Algoa,  on  which  he  placed  a  stone  cross,  ov  pillar,  as  a  memorial  of  his  i^rogress,  and  named  it 
on  that  account  Santa  Cruz,  or  El  Vcniiol  dr  la  Cm:. 

It  would  appear  that  Diaz  was  still  unconscious  that  he  had  long  reached  and  overpassed 
the  extreme  southern  i)oint  of  Africa,  and  was  anxious  to  continue  his  voyage  still  farther. 
But  the  provisions  on  board  his  two  caravels  were  nearly  exhausted,  and  *he  victualling 
tender  under  the  command  of  his  brother  was  missing.  The  crews  of  the  caravels  became 
exceedingly  urgent  to  return,  lest  they  should  perish  with  famine.  "With  some  difliculty  he 
prevailed  on  the  people  to  continue  their  course  about  twenty -five  leagues  further  on,  as  he  felt 
exceedingly  mortified  at  the  idea  of  returning  to  his  sovereign  without  accomplishing  the  dis- 
covery on  which  he  was  bent.  They  accordingly  reached  the  mouth  of  a  stream  now  known 
by  the  name  of  (jreat  Fish  River. 

From  this  river,  the  extreme  boundary  of  the  present  voyage,  Diaz  commenced  his  return 
homewards,  and  discovered,  with  great  joy  and  astonishment,  on  their  passage  back,  the  long- 
sought-for  and  tremendous  promontory,  which  had  been  the  grand  object  of  the  hopes  and 
wishes  of  Portuguese  navigation  during  sevenfij-foitr  yoavs,  c\e\:  s\\\CQ  the  year  111^,  when 
the  illustrious  Don  Henry  first  began  to  direct  and  incite  his  countrymen  to  the  prosecution  of 
discoveries  along  the  western  shores  of  Africa.  At  this  place  Diaz  erected  a  stone  cross  in  memory 
of  his  discovery;  and  owing  to  heavy  tempests,  which  he  exjierienced  off  the  high  table-land 
of  the  Cape,  he  named  it  Cuhu  dos  Tormenfos,  or  Cape  of  Storms;  but  the  satisfaction  which 
kmg  John  derived  from  this  memorable  discovery,  on  the  return  of  Diaz  to  Portugal,  in  1187, 
induced  that  sovereign  to  change  this  inauspicious  appellation  for  one  of  more  happy  omen,  and 
he  accordingly  ordered  that  it  should  in  future  be  called  QiIjo  tie  loii  Espcrtoira,  or  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  the  title  which  it  has  ever  since  retained. 

Soon  after  the  discovery  of  T/ie  Cape — by  which  shorter  name  it  is  now  pre-eminently  dis- 
tinguished— Diaz  fell  in  with  the  victualler,  from  whom  he  had  separated  nine  months  before. 
Of  nine  persons  who  had  composed  the  crew  of  that  vessel,  six  had  l)een  murdered  by  the 
natives  of  the  West  Coast  of  Africa,  and  Fcrnand  Colozzo,  one  of  the  three  survivors,  died  of 
joy  on  again  beholding  his  countrymen.  Diaz  and  his  companions  were,  of  coin-se,  honourably 
i-eccived  by  their  sovereign,  after  a  voyage  of  such  unprecedented  length  and  unusual  success. 
And  now  to  the  second  of  the  great  discoveries  of  this  epoch,  which,  chronologically  considered, 
follows  that  of  Diaz. 
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In  the  long  list  of  honoured  namos  who  have  ma.lo  geon^raphical  discovery  their  aim, 
none  sliines  with  a  greater  eil'ulgence  than  that  ut"  Columbus,  and  although  in  his  old  ago 
ho  was  disii-raeerullv  ignored  and  even  maltreated,  sueceeding  times  have  done  lull  justice 
to  his  niemorv.  The  i)reseut  writer  has  gone  to  the  fountain  source  i'or  his  information  ; 
the  whole  of  tiie  narrative  to  follow  is  taken  from  the  history  written  by  his  son,  Don 
Ferdinand  Cohimljus.  It  would  bo  easy,  from  the  many  popular  l)iographies  written  by 
well-known  authors,  to  compile  a  more  fanciful  and  readable  story,  but  some,  at  least,  of 
these  writers  have  njt  strictly  adhered  to  facts,  but  have  wautlered  somewhat  into  the 
reo-ion  of  the  imagination.  The  account  given  to  the  world  by  the  son  of  the  great 
navigator  was  compiled  from  the  original  letters  and  documents,  from  actual  information 
obtained  direct,  and  from  personal  observati(Ui. 

The  narrative  of  Don  Ferdinand  commences  amusin^-ly.  He  avers  that  many  would 
have  him  prove  a  liighly  honourable  descent  for  the  admiral  his  father,  and  because  on 
his  arrival  in  Portugal  he  had  assumed  the  name  of  Colon,*  prove  that  he  had  come  in 
direct  line  from  Junius  Colonus,  who  l)rought  Mithridates  a  prisoner  to  Home,  or  from  the 
two  illustrious  Coloni,  who  gained  a  great  victory  (jver  the  ^'enetians.  The  son  is, 
however,  candid,  and  says,  "  that  however  considerable  they  (liis  progenitors)  may  once 
have  been,  it  is  certain  that  they  were  reduced  to  poverty  and  want  through  the  long 
wars  and  factions  in  Lond^ardy.  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  in  what  way  they  lived ; 
though  In  one  of  his  letters  the  admiral  asserted  that  his  ancestors  and  himself  had 
always  traded  by  sea."t  iJon  Ferdinand  glories  in  his  father  as  one  of  the  ])co})le,  who 
had  risen  to  his  high  estate  by  reason  of  honourable  merit.  But  however  ]>oor,  lie 
found  means  to  leave  his  native  city,  (Icnoa,  and  study  astronomy,  geometry,  and  cosmo- 
graphy, at  the  University  of  Pavia.  lie  is  believed  to  have  gone  to  sea  at  as  early  an 
age  as  fourteen.  The  date  of  his  birth  is  uncertain,  but  is  believed  to  have  been  in  1117. 
Besides  voyaging  constantly  in  the  Mediterranean,  he,  as  elsewhere  recorded,  maile  a 
northern  voyage  of  some  importance.  He  distinctly  states  that  "In  February,  11G7,  I 
sailed  an  hundred  leagues  beyond  Thule,  or  Iceland." 

In  his  person  Columbus  was  "above  the  nnddle  stature,  and  well  shaped,  having 
rather  a  long  visage,  with  somewhat  full  du'eks,  yet  neither  fat  nor  lean.  Ilis  complexion 
was  very  fair  with  delicately  red  cheeks,  having  fair  hair  in  his  youth,  which  l)ecanie 
entirely  grey  at  thirty  years  of  age.  He  had  a  hawk  nose,  with  fair  eyes.  In  his  eating 
and  drinking,  and  in  his  dress,  he  was  always  temperat.'  and  modest.  In  his  demeanour 
he  was  affable  to  strangers,  and  kind  and  condescending  to  his  domestics  and  dependents, 
yet  with  a  becoming  modesty  and  dignified  gravity  of  manner,  tempered  with  easy  polite- 
ness." His  regard  for  religion  was  strict  and  sincere,  and  he  had  a  great  abhorrence  of 
profane  language.     In  a  word,  Columbus  was  one  of  nature's  truest  gentlemen. 

His  son  states  that  the  reason  for  his  visit  to  Portugal  "arose  from  his  attachment 
to  a  famous  man  of   his  name  and  family,  named  Columbus,  long  renowned  on  the  sea  as 


*  Don  Cristoval  Coion.      TIio   i>ort    now  sonomlly  termed  .Vspinwall,  on  tho  Atlintic  side  of  Uio  Isthmus  of 
Panama,  was  long',  and  is  somi^tiinos  nowadays  known  as  Colon. 

t  Translation  of  tho  history  by  Don  Ferdinand  Columhus  in  C'lunxhill's  C'oUoction  of  Vovagcs  and  Tra\Ll3. 
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commaiuler  uf  a  tloet  ag'aiiif^t  tlie  inlklels."  IIo  must  Iiave  couunaiuk'd  a  yooiHy  lloet,  for 
while  Clirist(i|ilior  Culiimlius  was  with  him  ho  tmik  I'uur  iaryo  N'oiiotiau  yalloys,  after  a 
desperate  liyiit.  The  vessel  in  which  Columbus  was,  timk  lire,  and  lie  had  to  leap  into 
the  water  and  make  for  the  land,  two  leaj^iies  distant.  He  was  an  excellent  swimmer, 
and,  by  the  aid  of  a  tloatin<j^  (lar,  he  succeeded  in  landing'  tm  llie  cuast  near  Lisbon.  This 
was  his  first  introduction  to  that  city.  Here  he  married  a  lady  of  good  family,  Donna 
J'eli})a  ^Iimiz.  Her  mother  was  the  widi'W  of  IVrestrellu,  ime  of  tiie  captains  wlnt  had 
re-discovered  Madeira,  and  she  put  at  the  disposal  of  Columbus  all  the  charts  and  journals 
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left  by  her  husband,  from  which  he  learned  mucli  of  the  discoveries  made  by  the  Portuguoso. 
It  was  at  this  time  that  he  began  to  think  seriously  of  attempting  a  passage  to  the  Indies 
by  the   westward. 

Columbus  first  laid  his  jdans  before  Prince  John  of  Portugal,  who  lent  a  favourable 
ear,  but  on  account  of  the  large  expenses  connected  with  his  expedition  to  the  CJuinea 
Coast,  which  had  not  hitherto  been  crowned  with  any  great  success,  could  not  promise 
immediate  action.  Later,  by  the  advice  of  one  Doctor  Calzadilla,  in  wdiom  he  rei)osed  great 
confidence,  the  King  of  P(jrtugal  resolved  to  attempt  secretly  the  discovery  which  Columbus 
had  projiosed.  Accordingly,  a  caravel  was  fitted  out  under  pretence  of  carrying  suj^plies  to 
the  Cape  Verd  Islands,  with  private  instructions  to  sail  to  the  west.  Those  sent  on  the 
expedition  had  little  knowledge  or  enterprise,  and  alter  vaguely  wandering  about  the 
Atlantic   some  time,   returned   to   the   Cape  Verde   Islands,   laughing   at   the   undertaking  as 
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ricliciilousi  ami  iiiipniftk-able.  "  Wlioii/'  says  tlie  son,  "this  sfaiiilalims  iiiulurhaud  dra 
came  to  my  father's  ears,  he  took  a  i^ivat  aversion  to  Lislion  and  the  Portuguese  nation. 
Little  wonder,  one  would  tlunk  !  His  wife  was  now  dead,  and  lie  resolved  to  repair  to 
Castile  Avith  his  little  sou.  Lest,  however,  the  Spanish  snvereii,ni  miy'lit  not  i-oiiseiit  to 
his  proposals,  he  determined  to  send  his  brother,  Bartholomew  C'nluudjus,  from  Lislnm, 
to  make  similar  pro])osals  to  the  King-  of  England.  IJartholoiuew  was  experienenl  in 
seamanship,  and  understood  the  coiistriietion  of  charts,  globes,  and  nautical  instruments. 
On  the  voyage  he  had  the  misfortune  to  be  taken  by  pirates,  who  stripped  him  and  the 
rest  of  the  ship's  company  of  everything  of  value.  Poor  Hartholomew  arrived  in  Lnglaiid 
in  poverty  and  sickness.  I'ndannted  by  liis  misfortunes,  he  eominenced  making  and 
selling  charts,  in  order  to  recruit  his  finances.  After 
much  loss  of  time,  he,  iu  Feljruary,  1 1^(1^  presented 
a  map  of  his  own  construction,  and  tlie  proposals 
of  his  brother,  to  the  king,  who  became  very  favour- 
ably inclined  towards  the  project  ;  and  ordered  an 
invitation  to  be  sent  to  Columbus,  desiring  him  to 
eome  to  England  forthwith.  But,  alas  !  I'lngland 
was  fated  not  to  have  the  services  of  this  great 
navigator.  "  Pi'ovidence,"  says  rerdinand,  "  had 
determined  that  the  advantage  of  this  great  dis- 
covery should  belong  to  Castile;  and  by  this  time 
my   fatlu'r  had  gone  upon  his  first  vt)yage.'^ 

About  the  end  of  the  year  IfSf  tlie  admiral 
stoli'  away  privately  from  Lisbon,  as  he  was  afraid 
of  deter.tion.  The  king  had  by  this  time  come 
somewhat  to  his  senses,  and  it  is  asserted  that  he 
was  desirous  of  renewing  the  conferences  with  Colum- 
bus. But  he  did  not  use  much  diligence,  and  thereby 
missed  his  hist  grand  opportunity.     Columbus  next 

addressed  himself  to  their  Catholic  ^Lijesties  of  Spain,  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  then  at 
Cordova.  His  affable  manners  and  evident  knowledge  soon  gained  him  a  hearing  ;  but  as 
their  .^Lijesties  considered  that  a  matter  of  such  importance  required  to  be  learnedly 
investigated,  it  was  referred  to  the  jtrior  of  Prado,  afterwards  Archbishop  of  Granada, 
who  was  to  obtain  the  assistance  of  some  cosmographers,  and  report  on  its  practicaliility. 
The  report  they  presented  was  unfavourable  to  the  enterprise.  Some  thought  C(diimbus 
presumptuous  in  expecting  to  acoomjdish  that  which  skilful  sailors  of  all  nations  had  not 
done,  although  several  thousand  years  had  elapsed  since  the  creation  of  the  world.  Others 
said  that  the  world  was  of  such  prodigious  size,  that  they  (luestioiied  whether  he  would 
reach  tlie  Indies  that  way  in  three  years.  Others  used  the  powerful  argument  that  if 
they  sailed  round  the  world  (Imim  from  Spain,  they  would  never  get  up  again!  No  ship 
could  climb  up-hill  !  The  ecclesiastics  cpioted  St.  Augustine,  to  the  effect  that  the  antipodes 
were  an  impossibility,  and  that  no  one  could  go  from  one  hemisphere  to  another.  Ignorance 
and  credulity  triumphed  for  the  time,  but  not  for  long. 
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Cdlimilnis  was  not  io  lie  boaltMi.  IIo  fullowi'd  the  court  to  Seville,  and  was  nq'aiiv 
ivinilsetl.  Ho  resolved  to  write  to  llie  Kiny-  of  Fraiiee,  and,  if  unsuccessl''ul  there,  follow 
his  lirotlicr  to  l']n<>'land.  IJnt  at  this  JiiiietMre  he  ac(iiiired  the  friendship  of  the  father 
yuardian  of  the  nn)nasterv  of  Kahida,  wiio,  helieviny  in  his  sehenies,  earnestly  entreated 
him  to  iH)sti)one  his  departnre,  sayiny  that,  as  ho  was  confessor  to  the  Queen,  he  was 
res(dved  to  try  his  inthience.  All  honour  to  Father  Perez,  the  one  sensible  ecclesiastic  of 
his  nation  !  A  fresh  conference  was  held,  but  the  demands  of  Columbus  wero  deemed  too 
hi^'Ii,  and  a,!jrain  the  matter  fell  to  the  yround.  The  admiral  settled  his  affairs,  and 
prepared  to  leaxc  for  France. 


lie  had  actuallv  started  on   his 


lournc 


y,  when  an   oflicer  was   despatched  after  him  to 


induce  him  to  return.  The  tpieen  had  at  last  listened  to  the  <,''ood  counsels  of  Santano'd 
(comptroller  of  the  royal  disbursements),  who  had  before  shown  himself  a  friend  to 
Columbus.  lie  had  pointed  out  to  her  majesty  that  the  sum  of  money  required  was- 
small,  and  that  she  was  missin<^  an  opportunity  that  miyht  redoiuul  ^  oatly  to  the  honour 
of  her  reiyn,  and  the  credit  of  which  now  some  foreign  monaich  would  reap.  From 
comparative  apathy  Isaljella  rose  to  enthusiasm,  and  the  treasury  l>eing'  pretty  well  ex- 
hausted by  the  war  with  Granada,  she  offered  to  pawn  her  jewels  in  order  to  raise  the 
necessary  funds.  Santangel  immediately  replied  that  there  was  no  occasion  for  this,  and 
that  he  himself  would  readily  advance  his  own  money  in  sueli  a  service. 

All  the  conditions  which  the  admiral  recpiired  having-  been  conceded,  he  set  out  from 
Granada  on  ^lay  '.Jlst,  1-1!)2,  for  Palos,  that  seaport  having  been  bound  by  the  Crown  to 
furnish  two  caravels.  Columbus  litte'^  these  and  a  third  vessel  with  all  speed.  Ilis  own 
ship  was  the  <S7.  Mt/r//;  the  second,  named  the  Piiila,  was  commanded  by  ^lartin  Alonso 
Pinzon ;  and  the  third,  the  Xinn,  by  the  lattor's  brother,  A'incent  Yanez  Pinzon.  The 
\uiited  crews  comi)rised  a  force  of  ninety  men.  Columbus  set  sail  on  this,  his  first  voyage 
in  the  service  of  Portugal,  on  the  3rd  of  August,  1 19:!,  making  direct  for  the  Canaries. 

The  day  after  leaving,  the  rudder  of  the  Phitu  broke  loose,  and,  after  being  repaired 
as  well  a.  they  were  able  at  sea,  the  fastenings  gave  way  a  second  time.  Alonzo  Pinzou 
was  more  than  suspected  of  having  caused  this  damage  purposely,  as  he  had  endeavoured 
to  avoid  proceeding  on  this  voyage  before  the  expedition  left  Spain.  Having  again 
repaired  the  rudder,  they  continued  the  voyage,  and  successfully  came  to  an  anchor  at  the 
Canaries  on  August  l:Jth.  The  admiral  tried  in  vain  to  obtain  another  vessel  for  Pinzon. 
At  length  the  Piiitu  having  been  i>atehed  up,  the  little  squadron  set  sail.  "Now,"  says 
Ferdinand,  "  losing  sight  of  land,  and  stretching  out  into  utterly  unknown  seas,  many  of 
the  people  expressed  their  anxiety  and  fear  that  it  might  be  long  before  they  should  see 
laud  again;  but  the  admiral  used  every  endeavour  to  comfort  them,  with  the  assurance  of 
soon  linding  the  land  he  was  in  search  of,  and  raised  their  hopes  of  acquiring  wealth  and 
honour  by  the  discovery."  He  purposely  inider-stated  the  distance  made  each  day,  in  order 
tt)  make  his  people  believe  that  they  were  not  so  far  from  Spain  aft'V  al' ,  but  he  carefully 
recordeil  the  true  reckoning  in  private.  On  Se])tember  l:ith  they  discovered  in  the  water 
the  trunk  of  a  large  tree;  and  the  people  in  the  X'nin,  a  few  days  later,  observed  a  heron 
tlying  over  them,  and  also  a  smaller  bird.  Next,  a  quantity  of  yellowish-green  sea-weed 
was  observed  floating  in  the  water;  a  small  lobster  and  a  number  of  tunny  fish  were  also 
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Tiotod.  These  sijj^us  of  approacliing  land  raised  hopes  whii-li  were  not  immediately  i'lilllllcd  ; 
and  the  eivws,  bein<>'  utterly  unacquainted  with  the  seas  they  now  traversed,  secinj^'  nnthiny 
lint  water  and  sky,  be^^'an  to  niutttT  aniony  themselves.  Later,  a  number  ul'  seaj^'ulls  and 
small  land  birds  wi're  seen,  the  latter  settling  sometimes  in  the  ri,i,''gin!j^-  Ay-ain,  a  vast 
float  iii<i;'  field  of  sea-weed  was  encountered.  These  appearances  gave  some  assurances  of 
C(jmfort  to  the  men  at  times ;  l)ut  when  the  weeds  became  thick  enough  to  partially 
im])ede  the  progress  of  the  vessels,  they  became  terrified,  lest  the  fabled  fate  of  St.  Amaro 
in  the  frozen  seas,  whose  vessel  could  neither  move  forward  nor  backward,  niiglit  Ijc  theirs. 
""Wherefore  they  steered  away  from  those  shoals  of  weeds  as  much  as  they  could." 

Oil  the  ~''}rd  a  brisk  WXW.  gale,  favourable  for  tlieir  course,  arosi',  and  on  the 
sime  day  a  turtle-dove,  a  land  fowl,  and  other  birds,  were  seen.  Tlie  more  these  tokens 
were  observed,  and  found  not  to  be  followed  by  tlie  anxiously-lookcd-for  land,  tlie  more 
the  crews  rebelled j  cabals  were  formed,  of  which  the  admiral  was  only  partially  awari'. 
'•' Tiiey  represented  that  they  had  already  sufliciently  jierformed  their  duty  in  adventuring 
further  from  land  and  all  possibility  of  succour  than  had  ever  been  done  before,  and  tiiat 
they  ought  not  to  proceed  on  the  voyage  to  their  manifest  destruction."  Tliey  growl- 
ingly  remarked  that  Columbus  was  a  foreigner,  who  desired  to  Ijccome  a  great  lord  at 
their  expense,  that  lu'  had  no  favour  at  court,  and  that  the  most  learned  men  had 
.scorned  his  ideas  as  visionary  and  alisurd.  Some  even  went  so  far  as  to  projjose  cutting 
the  Gordian  knot  by  throwing  him  overboard.  Poor  Gdumbus  !  lie  had  enough  to  do, 
sometimes  expostulating  and  sometimes  threatening,  and  always  in  danger  of  a  mutinj' 
ni)sctting  all  his  grand  ju'ojects.  Xor  were  matters  improved  on  September  -Z'lih, 
when  Pinz(m,  whose  vessel  was  near,  shouted  out  to  the  admiral,  "Land!  land,  sir! 
let  not  my  good  news  miscarry!"  Next  morning  the  supposed  land  resolved  itself  into 
sea-chmds. 

During  the  following  days  the  men  caught  some  fish  "with  gilt  backs"  with  the 
aid  of  a  line,  and  numerous  birds  were  observed.  Still  Columbus  ])ersisted  in  a 
westerly  course,  although  many  on  b(jard,  thinking  that  the  birds  were  flying  from  one 
linseen  island  to  another,  wished  him  to  deviate.  About  sunrise  on  Sunday,  October 
7th,  some  signs  of  land  appeared  to  the  westward,  "but  being  imperfect,  no  jH-rson  w<iuld 
mention  the  circumstai  ■.'.  This  was  owing  to  fear  of  losing  the  reward  of  thirty 
crowns  yearly  for  life  which  had  been  promised  by  their  Catholic  majesties  to  whoever 
should  first  discover  land;  and  to  prevent  them  calling  out  'land!  land!'  at  every  turn 
without  just  cause,  it  was  made  a  condition  that  whoever  said  he  saw  land  should  lose  iho 
reward  if  it  were  not  made  out  in  three  days,  even  if  he  sh(nild  afterwards  actually 
prove  the  first  discoverer."  Those  on  the  Xlmi,  however,  forgot  this  ])rovision,  and 
fancying  they  saw  land,  fired  a  gun  and  hoisted  their  colours.  This  time  also  they 
Avere  disappointed,  but  derived  some  comfort  by  observing  great  flights  of  large  fcnvl  and 
other  birds  going  from  the  west  towards  the  south-west. 

It  would  have  been  impossible  for  the  admiral  to  have  much  longer  withstood  the 
spirit  of  mutiny  which  was  fast  gaining  ground,  ''  but,"  says  the  narrative  of  Ferdinand, 
"it  pleased  God  that,  in  the  afternoon  of  Thursday  the  11th  of  October,  such  manifest 
tokens   of    being   near    the    land    appeared   that    the    men    took   courage    and    rejoiced    at 
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tlioir   <i:c)oil    rdi'tiiiic    as    iiuifli    as    they  hail    Iioon    Ix-foiv    distrosscil."      I'Vom    tin-  .SV.    Man/ 
a   I'usli   was    seen    In    (loat    past,  and    niu'   ol'   tlinsc   <;-recn    lisli    whidi    aiv   iicviT   I'miiul    far 


troin    rncl 


^■mc    ol'    till'    (itlicr    iiirii    Holed    in    tlic    water    a    laaiicli    ut'     a    tliorii, 


,itli 


red  lieri'ies,  a  cMrioiisly-earved  stielv,  and  utluT  plain  indications  ol'  lioing  close  to  land. 
After  the  evenino'  prayer,  Cohimhns  made  a  si)eech  to  tiio  men,  in  which  "he  reminded 
them  of  the  mercy  of  Ciod  in  iiavinjj  hron^lit  them  so  long'  a  vuyaye  with  such 
favourahle   weather,   and    in    con)fortiiio'    them    with    so    many    tokens   of   a    stiecessfid    issue 


to   tl 


leir  1 


nterpr 


ise< 


As    the   admiral  was    in    his   cahin    that   niyht   ahout    ten   o'clock    h 


believed  that    he   saw   a    liiiht 


on 


shore;    he   cahed    tw(t  of  the    men,  one   onlv    of  whom 


could 


perceive 


it. 


It    was    ayain    seen    by    the   admiral    and    the    sailor,    but 


onlv 


I'or 


very  brief   spai'c  of  ti 


me. 


iJeiny 


'•    now 


very  much   on    their  guard,"  says  the    narrativi 


thev  still    held  on    their   course    until    about    two    in 


the 


morning  of  Friday  the  12th  of  Oetober,  wlun  the  Pinla, 
which  was  always  far  ahead,  owing  to  lier  superior  sailing, 
made  tiie  signal  of  seeing  land,  which  was  first  discovered 
by  Roderick  de  Triana  at  alioiit  two  leagues  from  the  ship. 
But  the  thirty  crowns  a  year  were  afterwards  granted  to 
tlio  admiral,  who  had  seen  the  light  in  the  midst  of  darkness, 
a  type  of  the  spiritual  light  he  was  the  hapjjy  means  of 
spreading  in  these  dark  regions  of  error.  Being  now  so 
near  land,  all  the  ships  lay  to;  everyone  thinking  it  long 
till  daylight,  that  they  might  enjoy  the  sight  they  had  so 
long  and  anxiously  desired."* 

^Vilen  dayliglit  arrived,  the  newly-discovered  land  was 
ixn-ceivcd  to  consist  of  a  Hat  island,  without  hills,  but  well 
timbered.  It  was  evidently  well  populated,  for  the  beach 
was  covered  with  people,  who  showed  every  sign  of  wonder 
at  the  sight  of  the  ships,  which,  says  Ferdinand,  "they 
conceived  to  be  some  unknown  animals."  The  admiral  and  his  commanders,  each  in 
their  own  boat,  with  their  colours  Hying,  went  ashore,  where,  on  arrival,  they  fell  on 
their  knees,  and  thanked  God  for  his  mercifid  kindness  and  f()r  their  happy  discovery 
of  the  new  land.  Columbus  then  took  formal  possession  of  the  island  in  the  name  of  their 
Catholic  majesties. 

And  now,  these  ceremonies  concluded,  the  admiral  went  off  to  his  fleet,  the  natives 
following  in  canoes,  and  many  indeed  swimming  off  to  the  vessels.  Cohimlnis  named 
the  island  San  Salvador,  the  title  it  still  bears.  As  he  supposed  himself  to  have  landed 
on  an  island  at  the  extremity  of  India,  he  applied  the  term  Indians  to  the  aborigines 
he  met,  and  the  same  has  in  consequence  become  general  to  all  the  original  inhabitants 
of  the  New  World  The  islanders  met  by  Columbus  were  friendly  and  gentle,  and  usually 
quite  nude.  They  were  painted;  this  they  might  regard  in  the  light  of  costume,  some, 
indeed,  being   coloured   from    head   to   foot.      They   had   little   or   no   knowledge   of  metal 
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weapons,  for  when   shown   a   naked    sword   tliey  i-novantly  grasped   the  whole  blade,   and 
rely   cut.     Their   javelins   were   wood,    armeil   with   a  piece  of   fish-hone.      Tlicir 
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niiioi's  raiijfotl  in  h'v/.v  from  Kurli  as  wore  only  cniml)!!'  of  liuldiny;  nnc  jicrsdii  (o  llumo 
liiiilt  for  flirty  or  innrf  iiuii,  and  wvrc  always  hollowed  in  our  picci",  as  amon^'  tint 
tiortliern  Indians  nl'  ISritish  CohMnMa  to-day,  wliure  ninocs  an-  to  Ik-  st'cn  wliiili 
will  cany  lifty  (o  sixty  jK'isons  and  two  or  thrw'  nuists  witli  sails.  Tlicy  hud  vi'iy 
litllo  to  oll'er  in  fxclianffc  lor  the  toys  and  trinkets  which  had  U'cn  |irovid('d  for  nsi> 
on  till'  t'Npeditioii,  hut  tlu!  avaricu  of  iIh-  discovircrs  was  .soon  fvcilcd  hy  the  sij^ht  of 
sniidl  ornaini-nts  of  ooJd  aniony  thiin,  with  which  thoy  parted  as  readily  as  with 
anythino'  else.  (iold,  in  enterprises  of  discovery,  heinjf  a  royal  monopoly,  Colnndius 
forhadc  any  trallie  in  it,  except  hy  express  permission.  Parrots  were  a  prime  article  of 
cxehangt!  amon^  theui,  and  cotton  yarn.  If  they  saw  any  trille  on  l)oard  that  struck 
their  fancy  they  were  as  likely  to  jnmp  into  lh<!  sea  with  it  as  to  olYcr  anythinf^  for 
it,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Spaniards,  after  the  manner  of  ex|)Iorers,  did  not 
hesitate  to  accept  tlieir  vahiahles  in  exehanj^e  for  the  merest  trilles.  The  Indians  would 
g'lw  twenty-five  ur  so  pounds  of  cotton  for  three  I'ortujjuese  hrass  coins  not  worth 
u  farthiny.  Enoui^h ;  the  story  of  their  dealin<js  is  tiuit  of  all  times.  It  is  scarcely 
more  than  twelve  years  since  the  writer  saw  the  same  kind  of  thinjj  K'<''"rt  ^"  '" 
Northern  Alaska  amon"'  unsophisticated  natives.  And,  after  all,  "value"  is  a  somewhat 
indelinito  term.  'I'lie  luxuries  of  some  (limes  are  the  drujjs  of  others.  The  poor  people 
met  hy  Columhus  liiyhly  valued  a  piece  of  hroken  glass  or  earthenware,  because  unknown 
to  them,  and  because  the  possession  of  a  IVaj-inent  bestowed  a  proud  distinction.  Cannot 
we  see  the  same  kind  of  thin^'  amony  the  most  civilised  V  The  rare  and  scarce  must 
of  necessity  be  always  the  most  valuable. 

Columhus,  continin'n<^  his  voyaye,  discovered  several  minor  islands.  Everywhere  he 
inquired  for  gold,  and  everywhere  he  was  informed  that  it  came  from  the  south.  He 
began  to  hear  of  an  island  in  that  direction  named  Cuba,  which,  from  the  mistaken 
ideas  of  geography  current  at  the  time,  he  took  for  Marco  Polo's  famed  gold  island 
of  Cipango.  lie  determined  to  proceed  there,  and  eventually  seek  the  mainland  of  India, 
which  must  be  within  a  few  days'  sail,  and  then  he  would  deliver  the  letters  of  their 
Castilian  Majesties  to  the  Great  Khan,  and  return  triumphantly  to  Spain.  Filled  with 
this  magnificent  scheme,  he  set  sail.  AVe  need  not  say  that  ho  reached  neither  Ci])ango, 
India,  nor  the  Khan  ;  but  he  did  discover  Cuba,  that  beautiful  island  of  the  Caribbean  Sea 
long  dear  to  the  heart  of  every  consumer  of  the  fragrant  weed.  Every  smoker  of  a  good 
havana  should  think  of  Columbus  with  deepest  gratitude.  The  Spaniards  were  struck  with 
astonishment  at  seeing  the  natives  roll  up  certain  dried  herbs,  light  up  one  end,  and 
putting  the  other  in  their  mouth,  exhale  smoke.  Cigars  as  fresh  as  these  are  often  smoked 
in  Cuba  to  this  day.  Columbus  extols  the  beauty  of  the  verdure  and  scenery  of  the  island, 
and  states,  as  a  proof  of  the  gigantic  nature  of  some  of  their  trees,  that  he  saw  a  canoe 
formed  from  one  trunk  eai)able  of  carrying  150  people. 

"While  Columbus,  on  leaving  the  eastern  end  of  Cuba,  was  somewhat  undetermined 
which  course  to  take,  he  descried  land  to  the  south-cast,  gradually  increasing  to  the  view, 
and  giving  promise  of  an  island  of  large  extent.  The  Indians  on  beholding  it  called  out 
"  Bohio  "  with  obvious  signs  of  terror,  and  implored  him  not  to  go  near  it,  as  the  inhabitants 
were  one-eyed    cannibals,  lierco   and    cruel.      He,  however,  sailed   closer  and  closer,  till  the 


rol.t'MUrs   WHK.<KKI». 


'Jfll 


|v  with 
and 

Imokcd 
isiiitul, 
t'iinoe 

tiiiiiied 
view, 
L'd  out 
kitnuts 
111  the 


uignB  of  ctiltisiitioi)  and  prosperous  villa^^t's  lu'catii)*  rn'(|U(>iit.  At  llrht  tlii^  natives  lied. 
EvtMi  wia'ii  only  tlin-f  sailors  rainldcd  on  slmrc,  and  fncouiitcrotl  a  larffc  nundior,  tlioy 
could  Dot  )m>  indui'i-d  to  parley.  Tin*  sailors  nt  Iciitrtli  succeeiled  in  ('aptnrin;>;  ii  yonn;^ 
fc'inulu,  in  a  pcrri-ctiy  nude  condilion,  having  liuno-in^'  iVoni  her  luxe  only  an  ornaniml 
ui  ^old.  Coliunbiis  soon  sootlicd  her  terror,  iiad  lior  clotlii'd,  and  ^nivc  her  prcscnls 
of  beads,  brass  rinj^s,  and  other  trinkets.  She  was  sent  on  shore  aoeonipanied  liy  thretj 
Indian  interpreters  and  some  of  the  ercw.  liy  this  means,  and  at'trr  one  lA'  the  inler- 
protera  luul  Riieeeeilod  in  overtaking  some  of  the  natives,  and  had  assured  them  that  tli<> 
Htraiif^ers  had  dtscendel  from  the  skies  mainly  for  the  jaupose  of  niakin<^  them  presents, 
they  were  inducetl  to  meet  tlie  Spaniards,  whom  they  trealeil  with  the  jjrealest  hospitality, 
sottin<^  liefore  them  fruit,  lisli,  and  eassava  IuhmiI.  The  descriptiun  of  iIknc  p  ,)p|c  yjveu 
hy    Columhus  to   old    I'eter    Martyr    rej>reHented    them    as    holdm;;'   a  <(iniunmily  of    j^'oikN, 

"that  'mine    and    thine,'  the  seeds  of    all    miseliic'f,  have  no  plaee  with    tliem 

They  seem  to  live  in  the  jroldon  world,  without  toil,  living;  in  open  <>;ardens,  not  entrenclied 
with  dvkes,  divided  with  lied<;'es,  or  defended  with  walls.  They  dral  truly  one  with  another, 
without  laws,  without  hooks,  and  without  judj^^es.  They  take  hiui  for  an  (!vil  and  mis- 
ehiovous  nuui  who  taketh  pleasure  in  doin^'  hurt  to  another."  This  must  have  heeii 
I'topia  indeed!  Alas,  as  wo  shall  see,  the  ailvent  of  so-ealled  civilisation  proved  a  veritaide 
i'urse.  Columhus  named  the  island  Kspaunola,  or  Little  Spain  {.liit/Zin',  llispaniola).  The 
island  is  now  known  as  Ilayti,  or  San    !)omin<>(). 

Till'  j)eopIe  of  Jlispaniola  ajipeareil  haudsonu'r  to  Columhus  than  any  he  had  yet  met. 
lie  was  at  len^rth  visited  by  a  yoiin^  eaciipie  or  ehiel',  .md  the  interview  was  «^'raphii'ally 
described  by  Columbus  himself  in  his  m-ation  before  Ferdinand  and  Isalndla  and  the  rourt 
on  his  return  to  Spain. 

Ilavinjif  put  to  sea  on  the  niovnint!;  of  Deeember  :Jlth,  at  tdeven  in  the  eveiiiui*', 
C(dumbus,  beinj^  very  fati;>ued,  retired  to  his  eabiii.  The  sea  Was  talm  and  the  wind  lin'ht 
at  the  time.  No  sooner  had  he  left  than  the  steersman  <^'ave  the  ludm  to  a  ///•/'""//^7,'^  and 
the  result  was  that  the  e\uTcnt  carried  the  vessel  upon  a  treaidierous  sandbank.  S(.'areely 
had  the  shock  occurred  than  ('olumbus  and  his  crew  were  on  deidc,  but  in  spite  of  aid  from 
the  other  vessel,  she  .fjiecdily  becamt^  a  wre(  k,  and  had  to  !)(>  deserted.  The  admiral  inuiic- 
diately  sent  ashore  to  the  villag'c  of  the  ca<it|ue,  at  some  little  distance,  and  that  chief 
with  all  his  people  with  canoes  assisted  to  unload  the  \infortunate  vessel.  "  From  time 
to  time,"  said  (-(dunduis,  "  he  .sent  some  of  his  peojde  to  me  weepiii<i',  to  beo-  me  not  t » 
bo  dejected,  as  he  would  give  nu'  cvcrythiiift"  he  possessed.  J  assure  your  hij^'lnn'.'sses  that 
better  order  coidd  not  have  been  taken  in  any  ])ort  in  Castile  to  preserve  our  tilings,  for 
we  did  not  lose  the  value  of  a  jdn."  The  Indians  about  this  tiuu'  broiiiiht  in  some  few 
specimens  of  gold,  worked  and  in  the  naigh  state,  and  the  ca<M<iue  iiercciviiiv;  that  the 
admiral  was  mu(di  pleased  at  the  sight,  said  he  would  order  a  <|uantity  to  be  bnnight  from 
a  placi'  called  (Jibao,  wliorj  it  was  abundant.  After  offering  him  to  eat,  he  imsented  him 
with  g(dd  ornaments  and    masks,  in  wlii(di    latter    the    precidus    metal   formed    part    of    (he 


feat 


urcs. 


Illli 


The  chief  complained  greatly  of  a  nation  iiamed  the  (^arilis,  who  carried  off  and   niatle 
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uinliiis,  wlm  \v;is  iiiijirc^si'il  witli  IIk-  l>eanty  ar.il  pri)(liutivtMioss 
iif  till-  island,  readily  iiniinisfd  tn  leave  some  ol'  his  people  to  ])roteet  liim  and  I'onu  a  eoloiiv. 
Cannons  had  not  heen  very  lonj^  raniiliar  to  JMiropoaiis,  and  we  hardly  wonder,  therefore, 
that  the  natives  "  I'ell  down  as  if  dead"  on  heariny  the  reports  of  those  iired  hy  order  of 
the  admiral.  Finding  so  mtieh  kindness  amonjy  these  people,  and  as  the  narrative  of  his 
son  iul'IccIi/  remarkb,  "  mic/i,  strdiii/  'niilicdlious  of  ijold,"  he  almost  forgot  his  o'rief  at  the  loss 

of  his  vessel.  A  fort  or  bloek-honse  was 
immediately  ereeted,  and  leaving  three 
oflieers  and  thirty-six  men  as  garrison, 
he  .set  sail  for  Spain. 

On  February  Ith  (11!)3)  the  vessels 
were  overtaken  by  a  fearfnl  storm,  'i'he 
whole  company  betook  themselvi's  to 
l)rayer,  and  east  lots  which  of  them 
should  go  on  pilgrimage  for  the  whole 
crew  to  the  shrine  of  Our  liady  of 
Guadaloupe,  which  fell  to  Columbus. 
After  other  pilgrimages  had  been  vowed, 
and  the  storm  still  increasing,  "  they  ail 
made  a  vow  to  go  barefooted  and  in 
their  shirts  to  some  church  of  Our  Lady 
at  the  ilrst  land  they  might  come  to." 
The  admiral,  fearing  the  loss  to  the 
world  of  his  discoveries,  retired  to  his 
cabin  to  write  two  brief  aceounts  of 
them.  These  were  wrap])e(l  in  wax  and 
enclosed  in  casks,  one  of  wliidi  was 
thrown  into  the  sea,  while  the  (ther 
wa.s  i)laced  on  the  poop  of  his  vessel,  in 
case  she  should  founder.  Happily,  the 
storm  subsided,  and  they  reached  the 
island  of  St.  Mary,  where  they  were  de- 
tained by  some  formalities  of  the  naval 
eticpiette  of  the  day.  Leaving  St.  ^Mary's, 
they  onconntered  a  second  gale  of  terrific  force,  din-ing  the  continuance  of  -whii'h  more 
vows  were  made,  and  the  lot  again  fell  to  Columbus,  "showing,"  says  his  son, 
"  that  his  offerings  were  more  accei)table  than  others."  They  were  driven  off  the 
nx'k  of  Cintra,  and  perforce  had  to  anchor  in  the  Tagus.  AVhen  it  was  known  at 
Lisbon  that  tlie  -hip  was  freighted  with  the  people  and  productions  of  a  new  world 
tlie  excitement  was  intensi',  and  from  morn  to  niglit  the  vessel  was  thronged  with 
visitoi-s.  Li  an  interview  with  the  king,  Columbus  reeited  his  adventures  and  dis- 
coveries. King  John  listened  with  the  deepest  interest,  and  for  the  moment  concealed 
his  mortification.     Columbus  himself  was   loaded  with    attentions  and  allowed  to  depart  for 
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Spain.  Great  was  the  aj^-itation  and  exeitenient  in  the  little  town  of  Palos,  when  the  well- 
known  vessel  of  the  admiral  re-entered  their  harhonr.  Most  of  those  who  thronj^ed  to 
the  shore  had  relatives  or  friends  on  hoard,  and  the  i)revious  winter  had  l)cen  one  of  the 
most  severe  and  stormy  within  the  reeolleetion  of  the  oldest  mariners.  They  awaited  the 
landin<>"  of  Columhns  and  his  erew,  and  then  aeeompanied  him  to  the  prineipal  ehiireh, 
where  solemn  thaidvs<^ivin<;'s  were  offered,  and  soon  every  hell  in  the  villag-e  sent  forth  a 
joyous  peal.  His  journey  to  liareelona  was  one  continued  triumph.  He  was  accompanied 
hy  several  of  the  native  islanders,  arrayi'd  in  their  simple  barharie  costume,  and  decorated 
witli  rude  ccdlars,  bracelets,  and  ornaments  of  •^•old.  He  exhibited  in  the  prineipal  towns 
((uautities  of  "^old  dust,  many  (|uailrupeds,  and  "^'aily-eoloured  birds,  tlien  unknown  in 
J'lurope,  with  numerous  spe- 
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ciniens  of  natural  produc- 
tions in  the  veyetaljle  and 
mincrid  kinj^'doms.  It  was 
the  middle  of  April  when 
Columbus  reached  the  Court 
at  i5arcelona.  The  nobility, 
courtiers,  and  city  authori- 
ties, came  to  the  jj^ates  to 
meet  him,  and  esi'orteil  him 
to  the  royal  presence.  Fer- 
dinand and  Isabella,  seated 
under  a  superb  canopy  of 
state,  rose  as  he  ap])roache(l, 
and  bej^'j^vd  him  to  In'  seated 
— unprecedented    marks    of 

honour  iu  that  proud  court.  Columltus  had  triumphed;  he  had  for  the  time  silenced  the 
sneers  and  cavils  and  specious  ar^'uments  of  courtiers  and  ecclesiastics.  Prescott*  jias  well 
described  the  interview.  In  reciting'  his  adventures,  "  his  manner  was  sedate  and  dignified, 
but  warmed  with  the  <>'low  of  natural  enthusiasm.  He  enumerated  the  several  islands  which 
he  had  visited,  expatiated  on  the  temperate  character  of  the  climate,  and  the  capacity  of 
the  soil  for  every  variety  of  ao-ricultural  productions.  ...  He  dwelt  more  at  large 
on  the  precious  metals  to  be  f"und  in  these  islands.  .  .  .  Lastly,  he  pointed  out  the 
wide  scope  afforded  to  Christian  zeal,  in  the  illumination  of  a  race  of  men,  whose  minds, 
far  from  being  wedded  to  any  system  of  idolatry,  were  prepared  by  their  extreme  simjilicity 
for  the  reception  of  pure  and  uncorrupted  doctrine.  This  last  consideration  touched  Isabella's 
heart  most  sensibly;  and  the  whole  audience,  kindled  with  various  emotions  by  the  si)eaker's 
eloquence,  filled  up  the  ])ersjx'ctive  with  the  gorgeous  colouring  of  their  own  fancies,  as 
ambition,  or  avarice,  or  devotional  feeling,  predominated  in  their  bosoms.  When  Columbus 
ccasi'd,  the  king  and  queen,  tt)gether  with  all  present,  prostrated  themselves  on  their  knees 
in  grateful  thanksgivings,  while  the  solemn  strains  of  the  Te  Dcriii  were  poured  forth  by 
the  choir  of  the  royal  chapel,  as   in  commemoration  of  some   glorious  victory."     All  kinds 

*  "  History  of  tlii-  I{fiii:n  of  Ferdinand  and  laabulla.'' 
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of  attoiitioiis  woro  sliowoivd  ujx)ii  liim :  lie  was  ))ei'mittwl  to  qiuirter  the  royal  arms  willi 
his  own,  wliiHi  consisted  of  a  oToup  of  jifoldon  islands  amid  aznrc  billows;  and  received 
the  s\d)stantial  gratuity  of  1,01)0  d()l)las  of  j^'old  from  the  royal  treasury,  besides  the  premium 
promised  to  the  ])erson  who  first  descried  land.  Hut  that  which  pleased  ('olumbus  most 
were  the  preparations  of  the  court  for  further  discoveries,  on  a  scale  belittin<>'  their  im- 
l)ortance.  The  comi)lement.  of  the  new  Heet  was  oriji'inally  lixcul  at  ],;J(IO  ]M>rsons,  but  was 
eventually  swollen  to  1,500,  and  many  who  joined  were  jjcrsons  of  rank  and  distinction 
amon;^'  the  royal  household.     The  sijuadron  counted  no  less  than  seventeen  vessels. 


pill}  I 


(MIAPTER    XXXIV. 

Pkcisivi;  VoYAriKs  in  Histouv. — Coi.i mims.    \  asco  da  (Jama. 

ColimibuR  mill  his  ICiu'riiics  L'lisuilalilo  Sclllii's  {)iitniK<'oiis  Coiulml  of  tlic  CoUiiiists  Tlie  Socoiul  Exportilion  of 
('Dliimbiis  Discovery  of  .Ianmi<'a-Dun)<i'i'Oiis  Illness  of  Colmnbiis  Ketuni  to  Spain  The  Kxcitement  over  liidl- 
enlty  of  stuiiinK  u  New  KxpeiiiUoii-  'I'liinl  Voya|j;e— t'olunibns  leaehes  the  Mainland  of  Anioriea  Tn'^nrreilion  in 
Hispaniola— Maehinalions  ut  Home  t'oliiinhns  broiiKht  to  Spain  in  Chains  IndiKnalioii  in  Spain— His  Kouiih 
Voyage  Ferdinand's  Ingratitude  Death  of  tlie  (Ireat  Na\iKalor  Kstiiuale  of  his  Charaelei — Vaseo  da  IJania  — 
First  Voyage— Th.  Cape  reaehed-First  !iinht  of  India— At  Calient— Friendship  of  the  Kinp;  of  Cannnore  (.'real 
Profits  of  the  Kxpedil  ion -Second  Voyai^c  -Vengeaneeon  l\u-  Ifuler  of  Calii  iil -His  Hrntalily— Subsequent  Histoi'y 
of  Da  Guiiia. 

Tin:  first  accounts  transmitted  to  Spain  from  this  jL^'ranil  exjiedition  were  of  the  most 
sanguine  descrijition.  But  in  less  than  two  years  from  the  commencement  of  this  second 
voyage  very  different  stories  reached  the  home  country.  It  was  true  that  on  the  voyage 
("olumbus  had  made  further  discoveries  of  a  grand  nature — ^the  islands  of  Jamaica,  (Juada- 
loupe,  and  the  Carilibee  Islands.  But  rumours,  and  more  than  rumours,  had  reached  the 
Court  of  the  most  alarming  discontent  and  disaffection  in  the  colony  of  Hispaniola,  while 
the  actual  returns  of  a  jiractictil  and  commercitil  nature  were  as  yet  exceedingly  small. 
The  real  secret  was,  however,  that  mutiny,  jealousy,  and  distrust  of  Columbus  as  ii 
foreigner,  had  s])rung  up  ainimg  the  S])anish  advcntuiv'i's,  most,  or  at  least  many,  of  whom 
were  little  fitted  for  intigh  life  in  a  new  country.  'I'hey  were  like  the  miscellaneous 
crowds  who  in  our  own  day  have  gravitated  towards  the  gold  tind  diamond  fields,  a  large 
muiiber  of  whom  cxjiect  to  make  gigantic  forliuics  without  special  effort,  and  in  a  very 
short  s])ace  of  time.  The  hidalgoes  and  ciivalicrs,  of  whom  there  was  a  too  large  proportion 
on  the  exjjcdition,  could  nut  bend  themselves  to  ob(?y  Columbus,  whom  they  deemed  an 
upstart.  Prescott,  who  has  collated  more  carefully  than  any  other  writer  the  many 
authorities  on  the  subject,  shows  that  the  Spaniards  indulged  in  the  most  wanton  licence 
ill  regard  to  the  unoffending  natives,  who  in  the  simplicity  of  their  hearts  had  received 
the  white  men  as  messengers  from  heaven.  A  genend  resistance  had,  however,  soon 
followed,  which  led  to  a  war  of  extermiuatinu.  In  less  than  four  years  after  the  Spaniards 
h.ao  set   foot  on  San   Domingo,  one-third  of    its  nativi'    population,  amounting,  according  to 
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several  authorities,  to  uumy  luindred  thoiisaiuls,  were  sacrilieed  by  war,  f'aiiiiue,  ami 
tliseasc.  These  iigures  are  iiii(loul)ti'(liy  exayu'eratioiis,  but  the  number  was  very  lar<;e.  It 
is  due  to  Coliuniius,  always  a  just  aiul  hiunuiie  nuiu,  to  state  tliat  he  did  all  iu  Ids  powei 
to  [jrevent  this  sad  state  oF  alVairs,  and  was  t'orced  by  bis  own  |)eo|)lc  to  war  on  (he 
Indians;  and  e(|ually  (lu(?  to  Isabella  at  honic,  to  reeord  that  siie  was  in  un  way  a  party 
to  it,  but  expressed  the  utmost  horror.*  These  excesses,  and  a  total  neg'leel  of  aiyrieulture — 
for  none  would  cdiidesecnd  t"  dij^'  unless  for  g-uld — nearly  brought  about  a  famine,  and 
Columbus  had  to  put  tliem  on  very  short  rations,  and  conii)el  all  to  work,  whether  high 
or  k)W  bred.     These  regulations  led  (o  further  mutiny  and  diseonteut. 

On  the  return  of  (-'ohnnbus  to  Spain,  he  brought  home,  as  before,  some  gold  and 
other  samjiles  of  Nature's  ])rodu(ti<ins  in  the  islands.  I?ut  other  voyagers  returned,  who 
loudly  abused  the  nt!W  colony,  and  whose  often  wan  and  sallow  features  provoked  the 
satirical  remarks  of  the  iieoi)le,  tiuit  they  had  come  back  with  more  g(;l(l  in  their  features 
than  in  their  pockets!  In  short,  the  no\elty  of  the  excitement  had  passed,  and  like  many 
really  valuable  colonies  of  our  own  day  which  have  been  at  lirst  over-lauded  antl  over- 
estimated, Hispaniola  fell  utterly  in  public  estimation.  The  Spanisli  sovereigns,  more 
especially  Isabella,  appear  to  have  lent  an  unwilling  ear  to  the  accusations  of  mal-adniinis- 
tration  by  Columbus.  Meantime  the  treasury  was  drained  by  the  expenses  of  an  Italian 
war,  and  large  expenses  had  been  incurred  for  the  actual  maintenance  of  the  colony.  But 
Isabella,  who  really  believed  in  (,'olumbus,  wdiose  serious  and  yet  enthusiastic  character 
resembled  her  own,  at  length  found  some  means  for  a  new  exjndition,  by  saerilicing  funds 
intended  for  another  jiurpose,  But  now  it  was  found  as  diilicult  to  induce  men  to  join 
the  new  expedition  as  it  ]^i\d  been  easy  in  the  previous  one.  Even  convicts  wen;  employed 
as  sailors,  and  this  proved  :i  riunons  expedient.  All  being  at  length  ready,  Colundj\is  (mce 
again  embarked  on  ^lay  oUth,  1 IHS,  his  little  squadron  <'onsisting  of  six  vessels.  On  this 
voyage  he  discovereil  Trinidad,  the  mouth  of  the  Orinoco — -which  river  he  imagined  to 
l)roceed  from  the  tree  of  life  in  the  midst  of  Paradise— and  the  coasts  of  Paria,  South 
America.  This  was  really,  then  his  first  visit  to  the  iiiiii,iilit.H(l.  of  America.  On  August 
nth  he  sailed  for  Hispaniola  once  more,  where  he  found  that  an  insurrection  had  been  raised 
against  his  brother,  Bartolomeo,  whom  he  had  left  as  his  deputy.  At  this  juncture  all 
the  real  interests  of  the  crdonv  were  neglected,  and  even  the  gold-mines,  which  were 
beginning  to  prove  remunerative,  were  unwrought.  The  convicts  on  the  vess(ds  helped  to 
swell  the  mass  of  general  mutiny,  and  it  took  Cohnnbus  nearly  a  year  before  it  was  in 
part  quelled.  •  Meantime  discontented  and  worthless  men  kept  returning  to  S])ain,  where, 
encouraged  by  idle  courtiers,  they  worried  the  king  daily  with  accounts  of  the  unpro- 
ductiveness of  the  C(dony.  They  even  surrounded  him,  as  he  rode  out  on  Ik  rseback, 
clamouring  loudly  fn-  the  arrears  of  which  they  said  Columbus  had  defrauded  them. 

It  is  very  didlcult  to  exactly  understand   the  course  pursued   at  this  juncture  by  the 
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•  It  must  lie  rciiioml)cri'd  tli.it  it  wiis  the  nccivfil  njniiii.n  of  the  ^toolI  Iiuiu.in  CiitliciliL;-  of  the  inriod,  that 
licathen  nations  wire  outiiidi'  thr  iialu  of  .siiiiitiial  and  civil  li^lits,  und  th;il  thi  ir  budicn  wcro  llio  proiicrty 
of  their  conquerors.  Kvin  Columbus  niommitub  d  an  cxiliango  of  native  .slaves  for  tlio  connuuditiis  re(iuircd 
in  the  colony;  repriseutin^:,  moreover,  that  their  conversiuii  would  he  tlie  more  surely  elleuted  in  slavery! 
Vide  Prescott's  "History  of   the  Keijrn  of    Ferdinand  and   Isaliella." 
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kill',''.  The  popular  viow,  as  ailniiteil  ]>y  most  writers,  is  tliat  lie  regarded  Columbus  as 
luiviuy  served  his  day :  the  ladder  had  t'ldtllled  its  use,  and  inig'lit  now  he  kieked  dowu. 
It  is,  perlia})s,  more  reasonalde  to  i)elievo  that  Ferdinand  hardly  knew  how  to  act,  with 
his  queen  still  firmly  believing  in  the  u,'reat  discoverer,  and  s(t  much  pressure  in  other 
directions  being  brought  to  bear  from  the  court  and  outsiile.  It  was  determined  to  send 
out  a  commissioner  to  investigate  tlic  affairs  of  the  colony,  and  the  person  chosen  seems 
to  have  been  a  most  uuiit  agent,  lie  was  one  Francisco  de  Bobadilla,  a  poor  knight  of 
Calatrava,  who,  puffed  up  with  arrogance  at  his  sudden  elevation,  seems  from  the  first  to 
have  regarded  Columbus  in  the  light  of  a  convicted  criminal.  On  his  arrival  in  San 
Domingo  he  immediately  commanded  the  admiral  to  a])pear  before  him,  and  witliout  even 
pretence  of  legal  inquiry,  put  him  in  chains,  and  thrust  him  into  prison.  Ilis  two 
brothers,  Hartolomeo  and  Dieg",  suffered  the  same  indignities.  I3i)l)adilla  gave  orders 
that  he  should  l)e  kept  strictly  in  irons  during  the  passage  ;  "  afraid,''  says  his  son 
Ferdinand,  satirically,  "  that  he  might  by  any  chance  swim  back  again  to  the  island." 
It  is  recorded  that  the  officers  who  had  him  in  chai'ge  would  have  removed  them,  but 
Columbus  proudly  and  bitterly  told  them,  "I  will  wear  them  till  the  king  orders  other- 
wise, and  will  preserve  them  as  memorials  of  his  gratitude."  On  arrival  at  Cadiz,  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  that  the  popular  indignation  burst  forth  like  a  torrent,  and  was 
re-echoed  through  Spain ;  all  seemed  to  feel  it  as  a  national  dishonour  that  such  indignities 
should  be  hea2)ed  on  the  greatest  discoverer  of  his  day.  Ferdinand  understood  the  weight 
of  oldoquy  which,  rightly  or  wrongly,  would  rest  upon  him,  and  sent  to  Cadiz  immediately 
to  release  him.  The  king  disclaimed  all  share  in  the  shameful  act ;  while  the  (jueen,  who 
was  at  least  honest  in  the  matter,  shed  tears  when  the  old  man  came  into  her  presence, 
and  endeavoured  to  cheer  his  wounded  spirit.  But  Ferdinand  had  no  intention  of  re- 
instating him  in  his  former  power,  and  Columbus  wasted  nine  months  in  vain  solicitations 
for  redress.  At  the  end  of  this  time,  another  governor  of  llispaniola  was  appointed  in  his 
place.  During  this  time  Columbus  was  reduced  to  poverty,  and  we  have  his  own  statement 
to  the  effect  that  "  he  had  no  place  to  repair  to  except  an  inn,  and  very  frequently  had 
not  wherewithal  to  pay  his  reckoning." 

Later  he  was  indeed  employed  on  a  fourth  voyage,  but  with  greatly  curtailed  powers. 
lie  imagined  that  there  might  be  a  passage  through  the  Isthmus  of  Darien,  which  would 
shorten  the  passage  to  the  East  Indies.  It  need  not  be  stated  that  he  did  not  find  it, 
although  a  ship  canal  through  that  neck  of  land  has  been  and  is  now  being  mooted,  and  may 
someday  become  an  accomplished  fact.  He,  however,  discovered  parts  of  the  coasts  of  Honduras, 
the  ]\Iosquito  coast,  and  Costa  Riea.  Again  we  find  him  making  his  way  to  llispaniola, 
on  this  occasion  with  only  two  over-crowded  vessels,  almost  wrecks  in  fact,  out  of  the  four 
with  which  he  had  sailed  from  Cadiz.  Here  he  exhausted  his  funds  in  procuring  necessaries 
and  comforts  for  his  men,  even  for  those  who  had  on  the  voyage  been  the  ringleaders  of 
vexatious  and  outrageous  mutinies.  At  length  he  returned  to  Spain,  where  he  learned  of  the 
death  of  Queen  Isabella,  his  warm  patron.  Wearied  with  illness  and  disappointment, 
it  was  some  months  before  he  could  i)roceed  on  his  journey  to  the  court,  then  at  Segovia. 
Columbus  at  this  period  of  his  life — he  was  not  far  from  seventy  years  of  age— suffered 
severely  from  gout.      When    he  did   meet  Ferdinand,  that    monarch   gave   him  fair   words, 
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but  those  alone.  Prescott  has  probably  inJioatod  the  secret,  although  he  admits  that 
"  it  was  the  grossest  injustice  to  withhold  from  him  the  revenues  secured  by  the  original 
contraet  with  the  crown."  Poor  Columbus  was  obliged  to  borrow  money  at  this  time  fur 
necessary  expenses.  The  truth  was  that  the  king,  as  the  resources  of  the  new  countries 
began  to  develop  themselves,  saw  that  he  had  promisee  a  larger  proportion  of  the  ;,rolits 
than  he  ever  would  have  done  to  a  subject  and  a  foreigner  could  he  have  foreseen  the 
importance  of   the  discoveries.      lie  was   so  unjust  as  to  at   last  propose  a  compromise — 
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that  the  admiral  should  relinquish  his  claims,  in  consideration  of  other  estates  and  dignities 
to  be  assigned  him  in  Castile.  He  regarded  him  in  the  unwelcome  light  of  a  creditor, 
whose  claims  were  too  just  to  be  disavowed,  and  too  large  to  be  satisfied.  It  is  very 
doubtful  whether  Columbus  received  any  assistance  from  the  crown  at  this  time,  and 
wearied  in  spirit,  with  health  broken  by  a  life  of  great  hardship,  he  did  not  long  survive. 
lie  exi)ired  on  May  :JOth,  l.')0(),  and  his  remains,  first  deposited  at  ^'alladolid,  were,  six 
years  later,  removed  to  Seville,  where  a  costly  monument  was  raised  over  thorn  by  King 
Ferdinand,  with  the  following  inscription  : — 

"  A  Castillii  y  k  T.eon 
Nucvo  munJo  dio  Co1<jii  "  ; 

"Columbus  has  given  a  new  world  to  Castile  and  Leon" — a  very  limited  estimate  of  what 
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in  1  .">.'}(>,  to  San  Doniinjifo ;  and  at 
lenjjtli,  on  the  cossion  of  that  ishmd  to  the  Fronoh  in  J7'.>5,  were  reinovid  to  Cuba,  whoro 
they  were  finally  allowed  to  repose  in  peace  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Havana. 
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JNew  \VorUl,  the  I'ortuf^uese  were  well  emi)loyed  in  pushin<>'  their  way  towards  the  Orient  by  a 
sea  route.  The  aims  of  both  were  practically  the  same.  Kacli  wished  to  find  a  shorter  route 
to  that  fabled  Cathay,  the  land  of  gold,  and  pearls,  and  spice,  and  silk.  The  celebrated 
voyages  of  Vasco  da  Gama  deserve  a  full  share  of  notice. 

The  first  expedition  of  Da  Gama  consistetl  of  three  moderate-sizetl  vessels.  On  the 
Sunday  selected  for  offering  prayers  for  the  success  of  the  expedition,  Dom  John,  with  liis 
nobles  and  court,  assembled  in  the  beautiful  cathedral,  which  is  still  so  great  an  ornament  to 
the  banks  of  the  Tagus,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  mass  the  king  stood  before  the  curtain  where 
Yasco  and  Paulo  da  Gama  placed  themselves  with  the  captains  of  their  exjiedition,  on  bended 
knees,  and  devoutly  prayed  that  they  might  have  strength  of  mind  and  body  to  carry  out  the 
wishes  of  the  king  to  increase  the  jwwer  and  greatness  of  his  dominion,  and  be  the  means  of 
spreading  the  Christian  religion.  "With  these  excellent  professions,  and  amid  very  general 
demonstrations  of  popular  interest,  Da  Gama  set  sail  on  July  5th,  1J07.  Proceeding  for  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Da  Gama  ventured  boldly  from  the  gulf  of  Guinea,  and  made  a  direct 
course  to  the  Cape,  and  sailed  for  three  months — August,  September,  and  October — with(jut 
sighting  lanci.  At  la^-t,  on  November  4th,  they  got  sight  of  land  in  the  forenoon,  and  were  so 
rejoiced,  that  the  ships  were  decorated  with  Hags,  and  the  captains  and  crews  put  on  their  best 
array,  no  doubt  anxious  to  come  to  anchor  somewhere,  and  land.  It  was  some  days,  however, 
before  they  could  do  so,  at  a  jroint  believed  to  have  been  near  the  present  St.  Elena  Bay.  Da 
Gama  with  the  other  captains  went  ashore  to  endeavour  to  learn  from  the  natives  the  distance 
to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Leaving  St.  Elena  they  encountered  heavy  gales,  during  which  Da  Gama  proved  the 
possession  of  great  courage  and  resolution.  The  waves  ran  mountains  high,  and  the  little 
vessels  seemed  in  jieril  of  being  engulfed  every  minute.  The  wind  was  piercingly  cold,  and 
so  boisterous  that  the  commands  of  the  pilot  could  seldom  be  heard  amid  the  din  of  the 
elements.  The  sailors  exhausted  by  fatigue  and  abandoned  to  despair,  surrounded  Da  Gama, 
entreating  him  not  to  devote  himself  and  them  to  inevitable  destruction.  But  he  resolved  to 
proceed;  and,  at  length,  on  "Wednesday,  the  iJdth  November,  all  the  squadron  safely  passed 
round  the  Cape,  iind  on  the  2.jth  had  sighted  land  beyond  the  furthest  point  reached  by  Diaz. 

At  ^lozambiquo,  Vasco  da  Gama  sent  a  :\roor  ashore  with  presents  to  the  Sheikh,  who 
tried  to  act  treacherously  towards  him,  by  stealing  his  merchandise.  Nor  did  he  fare  much 
better  at  Quiloa,  where  the  king  endeavoured,  by  means  of  false  pilots,  to  run  Da  Gama's  ships 
on  the  shoals  at  the  entrance  of  the  port.  But  at  Melinde  they  were  received  with  full 
honours,  and  large  supplies  of  provisions  were  sent  on  board.  The  king  visited  the  ships,  and 
was  received  with  royal  hosi)itality.  The  exi)edition  sailed  on  August  Oth,  the  long  delay 
being  caused  by  the  monsoons.  After  a  passage  of  about  twenty  days  they  first  sighted 
the  hioh  land  of  India  off  the  coast  of  Cananore.  The  news  of  the  arrival  spread  with 
great  rapidity,  and  the  natives  were  alarmed,  for  had  thoy  not  the  legend  "that  the  whole 
of   India  would  be  taken  and  ruled  over  by  a  distant  king,  who   had  white  people,  who 
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would  do   ^rc'iit    liiirm    to    tlins(>   who  weiv  not  tluMr   friiMids  ?"     Tlic   sootlisnycrs,  iKnveveiv 
told  ilii'in  tliiit  tlio  time  had  not  yet  coini'  lor  tiic  rwllilnicnt  of  this  propliccy. 

"On  the  arrivid  of  tlu'  expedition  ut  (.'alient  *  tlic  PortujiMiesc  were  well  rcccivetU 
for  the  kiny'  had  discovcvcd  that  tlie  strangers  liad  plenty  of  merchandise  with  them. 
He  immediately  sent  thorn  presents,  "id"  many  i)i<,''s,  fowls,  and  cueoa-nuts  fresh  and 
dry,"  and  professed  to  a  desire  to  enter  into  friendly  relations  with  the  king'  of  so 
<;reat  a  people.  AVhen  Da  (Jama  landuil,  he  took  with  him  twelve  men  of  "yooil  appear- 
ance," and  a  lartje  nund)er  of  presents  and  a  display  of  cloths,  crimson  velvet  and 
yellow  satin,  f^'ilt  and  chased  hasins,  and  ewers,  knives  of  Flanders  with  ivory  handles  ami 
^•litterin^'  hlados,  and  so  forth.  15ut  the  ^loorish  traders,  feariny  to  lose  their  husiness,. 
interfered,  and  the  kinj;^  eventually  turned  round  uptm  (Jama,  and  endeavoured  to 
ca})ture  his  ships.  Finding  it  unsafe  to  remain,  the  half-laden  vessels  left  Calicut,  Da  (iama 
threateni'ig  revenge.  In  the  King  of  Cananoiv  they  found  a  monarch  well-dis})osed  to 
trade,  and  the  I'ortuguese  ships  sailed  thence  very  richly  laden  for  the  homeward 
voyage. 

Their  arrival  at  Lishou  after  two  years  and  eight  months'  ahsence  was  a  time  of 
great  rejoicing.  The  direct  results  of  the  expedition,  i)ecuniarily,  were  immense.  In 
spite  of  the  cost  of  the  expedition  and  presents  made,  the  profit  was  "fidly  sixty-fold." 
Rewards  wciv  bestowed  on  all  who  had  taken  part  in  the  exj)wlition,  and  Da  Gama 
himself  received  the  title  of  "Doni"  with  many  grants  and  privileges.  He  was  also 
created  high  admiral  of  Spain. 

The  second  expedition  of  Dom  fiama  had  avowedly  for  its  object  the  punishment 
of  the  King  of  Calicut.  Ten  large  shijis,  fitted  with  heavy  guns  and  all  the  munitions 
of  war  then  known,  with  five  lateen-rigged  caravels,  formed  the  tlcet.  Arrived  at 
Cananore,  lie  related  to  the  friendly  king  the  manner  in  which  ho  intended  to  be 
revenged  on  the  King  of  Calicut.  The  former  "swore  upon  his  head,  and  his  eyes,  and 
by  his  mother's  womb  that  had  borne  him,  and  by  the  prince,  his  heir,"  that  he  would 
assist  Da  Gama  to  his  utmost,  and  they  soon  matured  a  system  of  trade.  Gama  then 
sailed  for  Calicut,  which  he  found  desertetl  of  its  shij)ping,  the  news  of  his  previous 
doing's  having  reached  that  port. 

The  King  made  one  effort  at  conciliation  by  sending  on  board  one  of  the  chief 
Brahmins  of  the  place  with  a  flag  of  truce,  but  Da  Gama  rejected  every  overture, 
ordered  the  Indian  boat  back,  and  kept  the  ambassador  on  board,  while  ho  bombarded 
the  city.  While  this  was  going  on  there  came  in  from  the  oiling  two  large  ships  and 
twenty-two  sambachs  and  Malabar  vessels,  which  he  plundered,  with  the  exception  of 
six  of  the  smaller  vessels  that  belonged  to  Cananore,  and  barbarously  put  to  death  a 
large  number  of  the  captives.  The  King  of  Calicut,  surrounded  with  the  wives  and 
relations  of  those  who  had  been  so  shamefidly  massacred,  bewailing  in  the  most  heart- 
rending manner  their  loss,  and  beseeching  protection,  calleil  a  council,  and  it  was  resolved 
to    construct    armed   proas,    large  rowing   barges   and    sambachs,  and    as    many  vessels  of 
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war  as  CduKl  lio  inustcrod.  Lon;,''  licforr  tlicy  wore  rcaily,  Doni  (Jama  had  Hailed  with  hia 
licet  lor  ('I'cjiym  (('oehiii  China)  having'  on  his  way  wreaked  venyeanee  on  as  manv  of 
the  ("alicut  vessels  as  crossed  liis  path.  The  kiiiy  of  Coehym  had  resolved  from  tiie  lirst 
to  lie  friendly  with  the  I'ortngiieso,  and  (Jama  soon  cstahlishcd  an  iinportaut  I'aetory, 
i'roni  whieh  the  power  of  Portugal  spread  over  India.  In  l.jd.'i  he  returned  to  his  own 
country,  to  l)e  welcomed  with  fresh  honours  and  titles,  but  was  not  immediately  re- 
apiiointed  to  command  in  India.  In  ].j;24,  liowever,  he  was  ajjpointed  viceroy  of 
Portuguese  India,  and  a  year  later  died  in  (^ochiii  China.  Thus  ended  the  life  of  one 
of  the  most  courageous  adventurers  the  world  has  seen,  hut  a  life  stained  hy  crimes  of 
the  most   lirutal   luiture. 
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CHAPTER    XXXV. 

TUK   COMPANMONS   ANT)    FoLl.OWKliS   OF   CoLl'MBrS. 

The  Era  of  Spanish  Discovcry-^Rcasons  for  its  Rnpid  PovclopmcnI-Ojcfla's  First  Voyngc-Fighting  the  Carlhs-Iiidiiins 
and  Cannon  Pinzon'8  Discovery  of  lirazil  A  Rough  Reception- nastidps  the  Ilumanc-A  New  Calnniily  Shipst 
leaking  like  Sicvcs-F.cononiical  Generosity  of  King  Fordinand-Ojeda's  Second  Voyage-Tlie  disputed  Strong-Hox- 
Ojeda  Entrapped-Swimniing  in  Irons-Condemned  Ahroad-Acquitted  at  Home -A  Triiiiuphant  Client,  hut  a 
Ruined  JIan— AThird  Voyage- Worthy  La  Cosa-Rival  Commanders—A  Foolisli  CluiUengc. 

Ix  the  following  pages  the  enterprises  of  certain  Spanish  and  Portuguese  voyagers  less  known 
to  fame  than  those  recently  under  notice,  Ijut  still  great  names  in  the  history  of  maritime 
discovery,  will  be  recorded.  Not  merely  had  the  examples  of  such  men  as  Columbus  and 
Vasco  da  Gama  stirred  up  a  spirit  of  adventure  unparalleled  before  or  perhaps  since,  but, 
as  Washington  Irving  shows  us,*  the  conquest  of  Granada  and  the  end  of  the  Peninsular 
war  with  the  jNIoorish  usurjiers,  had  deprived  the  Spanish  of  a  sphere  of  action  which  had 

*  "  Th(   V<jy,ig(s  and  Diseovevits  of  the  Companions  of  Cnluniliiis." 
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oc'ciipiod  tlicm  alinosl  iiicL-ssaiitly  (liiriii<,^  tlic  liylit  cor.turifs  iirceuiliuy.  Tlic  vDiitli  ol 
tlio  niitidii,  lircd  ii]t  to  (liiiiiiy'  iulvfiitiiro  aiul  Iicroio  acliit'veinciit,  could  not  lu'ook  the 
traiKjiiil  and  regular  imisuits  ol'  conimou  lilV,  but  jiautcd  for  soiui-  new  tirld  of  romantic 
cntcrprisu.  Tlic  treaty  of  Colundtus  with  I'crdiuaud  and  Isabella  was,  in  a  sense,  sio:ncd 
willi  tlic  same  i>cn  that  had  subscribed  to  the  cajiitulation  of  the  Moorish  cai>ital  ;  while 
not  a  few  of  tl-  .i\aliers  who  had  fou^'lit  in  that  memorable  war  now  crowded  the  sliips 
of  the  discoverers,  tirinly  lielieviny  that   a  yrand  new  lield  of  arms  had   ojiened  to  them. 

Alonzo  de  Ojeda,  u  native  of  New  Cas- 
tile, was  one  of  this  numerous  class.  He  had 
foug'ht  nuainst  the  Moors  when  a  youth,  and  liad 
aecompanieil  Columbus  on  his  second  voyat^'o 
when  only  twenty-one  years  of  a<;'e.  One  of 
his  relatives,  a  Dominican  friar,  was  one  of 
the  lirst  iu(iuisitors  of  Spain,  and  was  an 
intimate  of  the  iJishop  Foiiseca,  who  had  the 
chief  niaiiayement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Indies, 
wliicli  then  included  all  the  countries  as  yet 
known  in  the  New  World.  Oj.'da,  therefore, 
was  naturally  and  easily  introduced  to  the 
Bishop's  notice,  who  took  hiiu  under  his 
special  j)rotectiou.  \Vhen  he  had  accomjianied 
Columbus  he  had  taken  with  him  a  small 
Flemish  |iaintin<,f  of  the  Holy  Virgin,  pre- 
sented (o  him  by  Fonseca,  and  this  he  had 
always  carried  witli  him  as  a  ])rotecting  charm, 
invoking  it  at  all  times  of  ])eril ;  while  to 
its  possession  he  attributed  his  hitherto  won- 
derful immunity  from  harm.    When  Columbus 

returned  from  his  third  voyage,  with  the  news  of  rich  discoveries,  especially  of  the 
pearl-tisheries  of  Paria,  Ojeda  had  no  difficulty  in  ol>taining  from  the  Bishop,  who  was 
one  of  the  worst  enemies  of  poor  Colnmbus,  a  commissi  ui  authorising  him  to  lit  out 
an  armament  and  proceed  on  a  voyage  of  discoverv.  Tt  does  not  ajijiear  that  the 
sanction  of  the  King  and  Queen  was  asked  on  this  occasion.  The  means  were  readily 
supplied  by  merchants  of  Seville.  Among  bis  associates  were  several  men  who  had  just 
retm-ned  with  Columbus,  principal  among  whom  was  a  bold  Biscayan,  Juan  de  la  Cosa  by 
name.  Amerigo  Vespucci,  the  man  from  whose  first  name  the  title  of  America  is 
derived,  a  broken-down  Florentine  merchant,  accompanied  the  expedition.  It  does  not 
appear  that  he  had  any  interest  in  the  voyage,  or  even  position  on  board  ship.  Ojeda 
sailed  from  Spain  on  the  2()tli  May,  1409. 

After  touching  at  the  Canaries,  he  made,  for  those  days,  a  rapid  voyage  to  America. 
In  twenty-four  days  from  leaving  the  islands  he  reached  the  New  World,  at  a  ])art  of  the 
coast  considerably  south  of  that  discovercnl  by  Columbus,  and  after  a  little  passed  the  mouths 
of  several  large  rivers,  including  those  of  the  Orinoco  and  Escpiivo,  rivers  which  freshen   tln' 
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BCU-water  Tur  niiiiiy  iiiiloH  oiitsiik'.  Tlu-y  al'turwunls  touelicd  at  tlic  island  of  Trinidad,  ol' 
till!  inlial)itaiits  ul'  vliich  W'simcci  jjives  a  miinher  of  «lc(ails.  Ho  tflls  us  tliat  tlioy  hulii-vcil 
in  111!  ivlij;ions  crefd,  and  tlicivforo  noitlicr  itniyed  nm-  olVi-rod  saenlieo.  Tliuir  lialiitation* 
wore  j)ra('tifally  canivanst'rai,  l)nilt  in  tlio  sliapc  of  bi-lls  (nicanin;;',  donlillcss,  witli  licll-sliaped 
roofs),  wu'li  Imldiny  Ironi  six  Imndrwl  to  over  a  tlionsand  inlialtitants.  Ho  adds  tlnit  every 
seven  or  eiylit  years  the  inlialatants  were  oljliyril  to  change  tlieir  residenees,  from  tlic 
imiladies  ono-endered  liy  sncli  elose  jiaekinj:!'.  Tlicy  ornanu'nled  tlionisolves  with  heads  ami 
ornanients  made  from  the  liones  of  lishcs,  witli  whito  and  <;reen  stones  strung-  toj^'ether 
as  neeklaees,  and  willi  the  feathers  of  tropical  hirds.  They  huried  their  tlead  in  eaverns  or 
sepulchres,  always  leaviny  a  jar  of  water  and  soniethiny;  to  eat  hy  the  head  of  the  corpse, 
us  do  some  trihes  to-day. 

At  Maracapana,  on  the  mainland,  the  natives  were  friendly,  and  hroiiyht  tpiantities  of 
lish,  venison,  and  cassava  hread.  They  anxiously  besought  the  Spaniards  to  aid  them  in 
punishing'  their  enemies,  the  eanniljals  of  a  distant  isle,  and  Ojeda  seems  to  have  rathor 
liked  the  j)roposition.  Takinj^  seven  of  the  natives  on  ht)ard  his  ve.s.sels  to  act  as  yuides, 
ho  set  sail  in  (piost  of  these  cannibal  islands,  which  are  believed  to  have  been  the  ('aribl)ees. 
After  seven  days  he  ran  his  vessels  in  near  tlio  shore  of  one  which  the  ouiiles  indicated  to 
bo  the  habitation  of  their  cruel  foes,  and  a  number  of  painted  and  befeathered  warriors  were 
seen  on  the  shore,  well  armed  with  b(»ws  and  arrows,  darts,  lances,  and  bucklers.  "This 
show  of  war,"  says  Irviny,  "was  calculated  to  rouse  tho  martial  spirit  (d'  Ojeda.  He  broug'ht 
his  ships  to  anchor,  ordered  out  his  boats,  and  provided  each  with  a  paterero  or  small  cannon. 
Mesides  the  oarsmen,  each  boat  contained  a  number  of  soldiers,  who  weie  told  to  crouch  out 
iif  siiiht  in  the  bottom.  The  boats  then  pulled  in  steadily  for  the  shore.  As  they  approached, 
the  Indians  let  lly  a  cloud  of  arrows,  b\U  without  much  ell'ect.  Seeiui;'  tho  boats  continue 
to  advance,  the  savayes  threw  themselves  into  the  sea,  and  brandished  their  lances  to 
prevent  their  landing.  Upon  this  the  soldiers  spraii";"  up  in  the  boats  and  discharged  the 
juitereroes.  At  the  souml  and  smoke  of  these  unknown  weapons  the  savages  abandoned 
the  water  in  ail'right,  while  Ojeda  and  his  men  lea[)e(l  on  shore  and  pursued  them.  The 
Carib  warriors  rallied  on  the  banks,  and  fought  for  a  long  time  witli  that  courage  peculiar 
to  their  race,  but  were  at  length  driven  to  the  woods  at  tho  etlge  of  the  sword,  leaving* 
many  killed  and  wounded  on  the  held  of  battle."  Next  day  a  larger  number  of  the  savages 
gathered  on  the  beach,  but,  after  a  desjierate  light,  were  routed,  their  houses  burned,  anil 
many  taken  prisoners,  which  was  probably  Ojeda's  j)rincipal  object  in  attacking  them. 
Many  similar  experiences  followed,  but  in  all  cases,  as  might  be  expected,  the  Spanianls 
came  out  eoncpierors,  scarcely  any  of  their  men  being  even  seriously  woundeil.  At  one 
place  over  a  thousand  Indians  came  oft'  in  canoes  or  swam  from  shore,  so  that  in  a  little 
while  the  vessel's  decks  were  crowded.  ^Vhile  they  were  gazing  in  wonder  at  all  they  saw 
on  l)oard,  Ojeda  orilered  tho  cannon  to  be  discharged,  at  the  miaceustomed  sound  of 
which  they  "  jdunged  into  the  water  like  so  many  frogs  from  a  baid<." 

Ojeda  returned  to  Cadiz  in  June,  I.'jUO,  his  ships  packed  with  slaves.  But  the  com- 
mercial results  of  the  voyage,  after  allowing  for  expenses,  were  so  small  that  ouly  about 
500  ducats  remained  to  l)e  divided  between  lifty-live  adventurers.  Nino,  another  adventurer, 
who  had  once  served  as  \n\ot  with  Columbus,  nutde  a  voyage  at  the  same  period  in  a  bark 
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4if  only  fifty  tons,  rctnrninjf  two  months  iH-forc  Ojcthi,  witli  a  hirj^c  ninnlior  ol'  th*'  lini.t 
pearls  anil  pome  ;;o|(l.  Tlie  amount  ol"  jiearls  paid  into  tlie  royal  treasury  was  so  lar^e  that 
it  drew  siisjiieion  instead  of  favour  upon  Nino  and  one  of  his  associates,  and  the  first  was 
iictually  thrown  into  prison  on  the  aeeusation  of  having-  kejit  the  larj^er  jtart  of  the  njiuil. 
Hut   nothing-  could   lie  proved  a^^iinst  him,  and  he  waH  eventually  set  five. 

The  year  1  I'.l'.l  was  also  marked  hy  a  most  iin|Mirtaiit  dis(;oveiy,  tliat  of  the  <;ri'at 
kinydom  of  Brazil.  it  was  reserved  for  Vicente  Vane/  I'inzoii,  in  an  otherwise 
Klisastrous  voyaj^c,  to  first  cross  the  e<piiuoetial  line,  and  on  the  iSih  of  January,  l.'dM), 
to  siylit  the  Cape,  now  known  as  that  of  St.  Antjustiiie,  which  he,  however,  first  nauictl 
Siiiilii  Mitria  (If  la  CDiinnluriiui,  liecaiise  its  appearance  relieved  him  from  much  doubt  and 
jinxiety.  Soon  after  ho  had  taken  formal  possi.ssion  of  the  territory  in  the  name  of  Spain, 
an  affray  with  the  Indians  occurred.  In  a  j^eneral  assault  the  latter  kille«l  eif^ht  or  ten 
.Spanianls,  and  the  crews  retreated  to  their  boats,  dispntin<;'  every  inch  of  jyiound.  The 
Indians  pursued  them  into  the  water,  surrounded  the  boats,  and  seized  the  oars.  In  spite 
(tf  a  despemte  defence  they  succeeded  in  overpowering  the  crew  of  one  of  the  boats,  and 
carried  it  olT.  "With  this,"  says  Irviny^,  "they  rctirtsl  from  the  combat,  and  the 
Spaniards  returnetl  defeated  and  disheartened  to  tiicir  shijis,  having'  met  with  the  ron<>'hesfc 
reception  that  the  lOuropeans  had  yet  experienced  in  the  New  World."  IMnzoii  revcnj^'cd 
himself,  not  on  these  savages,  but  on  a  quiet  and  hospitable  triln'  found  on  some  luMutiful 
islands  olf  the  mouth  of  the  •;reat  Amazon  River.  Thirty-six  of  the  j)oor  natives  were 
i'arried  off,  to  bo  sold  afterwards  as  slaves. 

Off  the  Mahamas  I'inzon's  little  scpiadron  of  four  vessels  encountered  a  terrific  hur- 
ricane, and  two  of  them  went  down  with  all  hands  in  sioht  of  the  rcmaininy  two,  the 
crews  of  which  were  powerless  to  help.  The  third  was  drivi-n  out  to  sea,  and  the  fomtli 
was  so  battered  by  the  furious  waves  that  her  crew  abandoned  her  in  their  boats.  A  few 
inolfeiisive  Indians  were  found  ashore,  and  fearinj^  that  they  niij^'ht  spread  the  tidiii;;s  that 
;i  mere  handful  of  shipwrecked  Spaniards  were  on  the  island,  it  was  seriously  proposed  to 
put  them  to  death,  when  fcntunately  the  vessel  which  had  been  driven  away  returned,  and 
it  was  later  found  that  the  other  had  ridden  out  the  storm  uninjured.  They  speedily  made 
ijail  for  Spain,  and  arrived  at  Palos  in  safet}'.  I'iuzon  had  as  much  as  he  could  do  to 
j)revent  the  merchants  who  had  supjilied  j^'oods  for  the  voyaj^e — at  an  advance  of  a  hundred 
jK'r  CL'nt.  or  so — from  seizing;'  and  scllinj>'  the  vessels  and  cargoes.  Hut  ii  royal  edict  pre- 
vented this,  and  he  was  able  to  satisfy  them  iu  the  end,  after  incurrinn'  much  loss  to 
himself. 

The  rinzon  family  were  suhspquently  ennobled  by  the  Emjieror  Charles  V.  AVhen 
^Viishinjj;ton  Irvin<;'  visited  Palos  he  found  numerous  branches  of  the  descendants  cnj(-yini;' 
excellent  circumstances,  and  liviuff  in  an  almost  patriarchal  manner. 

Ill  the  year  150(1,  llodrigo  de  Bastides,  a  wealthy  Sevillian  notary,  inflamed  with  the 
hopes  of  nii^id  wealth,  fitted  out  two  caravels,  and  associated  with  him  the  velerau  pilot, 
Juan  de  la  Cosa,  already  mentioned.  The  first  honourably  distino-iiished  himself  by  his 
constant  humanity  to  the  natives,  and  the  voya^v  was  successful,  commercially  speaking-, 
for  oil  the  South  American  coasts  and  islands  they  collected  a  very  lar^e  amoimt  of  gold 
iiud  pearls,  but  an  unforeseen  misfortune  arrived.      They  found  their  vessels  leakiiifj^  most 
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hiTinii«.|\ ,  I'm  their  hull.-  had  lioi'ii  picniil  in  iiiiimiii'nil)h'  places  li\  inailiu'  wni'iiis.  It  wuh 
witli  ilitiic'iilty  that  thi-y  cotilil  kicp  :illi>at  iiiilil  they  reiichcii  an  iiiM  uu  th<>  coaNt  ol* 
lii>paiiii)la,  whore  tliey  i>hi;r;;cil  ami  patcliod  up  their  shiprt,  ntul  a;;aiii  put  to  Hoa  for  ('a<li/.. 
Storm  succet'deil  Htorin  ;  the  wiumih  weiv  a;;aiu  at  work,  and  llio  loakft  hroUo  out  alrcsh. 
Tliey  wore  nl,liL,'''''l  t<>  ivturn  to  tin'  luict,  wlieie  lliey  laiidod  the  nmsl  piMlitahit.' and  valuahlc 
part-  of  theii  carn'ocs,  and  the  vessel-  t'oundored  with  the  rcnjaindt'i-.  Distrihutin^'  hin 
men  into  thii'e  hands,  they  ntartcd  for  San  l).iiuin<^i»  liy  dilToroiit  roiitcs,  each  party  beinj;' 
provitli'd  with  triidicts  and  Indian  Irailinu'  yoods,  Francixeo  de  Hohadilla,  tin,-  enemy  and 
suC'Ct'ssor  of  ('(.hunhus,  was  then  (iovernor  of  Sau  Dominyo.  He  helieviny,  or  preteiidiii;;- 
to  lu'liovo,  that  Ihu  ailvonturors  were  earryiiii;'  on  an  illicit  trudo  with  (he  natives,  arrested 
Mastides  and  threw  him  iiitu  |irisnii,  afterward-;  sending  him  for  trial  to  Spain.  lie 
.'-ailed  in  the  same  lleet  in  whieli  Moliadilla  emharked  for  Spiiiii,  ami  whieh  was  I'or  the 
most  pari  u  reeked.  The  ship  (d'  Hastides  was  one  of  the  few  to  outlive  the  slori.i  ;  it 
arrived  at  Cadiz  in  Septemlier,  J.'iie^  Ma>tiiie-  was,  of  eour.xe,  acipiitte<l  of  the  I'haro'os 
lu'oiin'Iit  ayainst  him,  anti  the  voyaye  had  heeii  so  luertttive  that ,  notwithslandiny  all  losses, 
he  was  enalded  to  pay  a  handsome  trihute  to  'he  erown  and  retain  a  larye  amount  for 
himself.  Ferdinand  and  Isai)ella  j^raiitisl  Ha.-tidi's  and  La  Cosa  an  annual  revenue  for  life, 
to  lie  derived  from  the  i)roeeeds  of  the  province  of  I'ralia,  which  he  had  discovered.  "  Such," 
.siys  Irviiin,  ''was  the  economical  yenorosity  of  Kin;;-  Ferdinand,  wiio  rewanleil  the  past 
toils  of  his  ndventuroiig  discoverers  out  of  the  expected  produce  of  tiieir  future  lahours." 
It   is  doulitful  whether  either  at   any  time  (Wrived  heiielit   from   these  j^'rants. 

Alonzo  de  Ojeda  ha  .  u'ained  nothinLr  hy  his  first  voyaye,  hut  had  earned  an  honourahle 
rojmtatioii  as  an  explorer.  His  jiatroii  the  Hishop  recommended  him  in  \7){)i  onco  more 
t"  tile  royal  favoiu',  and  .1  i;'rant  was  made  to  jiiui  of  a  considorahle  tract  of  land  in 
Hispaniola,  and  the  government  lA'  llie  province  of  (.'ocpiebacao,  which  territory  he  had 
discovered.  Four  vessels  were  titled  out,  and,  to  pass  over  minor  details,  reached  a  part 
of  the  South  American  coast  calleil  hy  the  natives  Cumana,  where  the  idea  struck  OJeda 
that  he  should  want  furniture  and  utensils  for  his  new  colony,  "  and  that  it  would  he 
lietter  to  pillage  them  from  a  country  where  he  was  a  mere  transient  visitor,  than  to 
wrest  them  fv<\n  his  i\eighhonrs  in  the  territory  where  he  was  to  set  uj)  hi>  governmeut." 
This  scheme  was  carried  into  immediate  execution,  Ojeda  ordering  his  men  not  to  destroy 
the  habitations  o£  the  Indians,  nor  to  commit  bloodshed.  His  followers,  however,  did  not 
im](lioitly  oliey  his  instructions,  and  seven  or  eight  natives  were  killed  and  many  more 
wontided  in  the  skirmish  which  took  jjlaco.  Many  of  their  dwellings  were  lired.  A 
large  muiilier  of  hammocks,  (piantilies  of  cotton,  and  utensils  of  various  kinds,  fell  into 
the  victors'  hands,  and  they  captured  several  females,  some  of  whom  were  afterwards 
ransomed  for  gold,  and  others  carried  off.  The  i)lace  wa.s  found  destitute  of  provisions,  and 
Ojeda  was  forced  to  send  one  of  his  vessels  to  Jamaica  for  suj)plies. 

Ojeda  at  length  arrived  at  Cixpiibacao,  landing  at  a  bay  supposed  to  be  that  now  known 
as  IJahia  Honda,  where  he  found  a  Spaniard  who  had  been  living  among  the  natives 
some  thirteen  months,  and  had  ac<piired  their  language.  OjetUi  determined  to  form  his 
settlement  there,  but  the  natives  seemed  disposed  to  defend  their  country,  for  "  the  moment 
a  party  landed  to  procure  water  they  were  assailed   by  a  galling  shower  of  arrows,  and  driven 


pari 
)i(>(la 

1.L' 

all   ti) 

U'll(." 

e«tniy 

il  not 

inoiv 

A 


lluWll 

itives 
n  his 
mo  lit 


I) 


V 


Iriveu 


(UKliAS    ATIKMITKU    KSCAl'K. 


119 


300 


THE   SEA, 


Lack  to  the  ships.  Upon  this  Ojethi  landed  with  all  his  force,  and  struck  such  terror  into 
the  Indians  tlint  they  came  forward  with  signs  of  amity,  and  hroufjht  a  considerable 
([uantity  of  v.old  as  a  ix'ace-offering,  which  was  graciously  accepted."  The  construction  of 
the  fortress  was  at  once  eoninienced,  and  although  interrupted  by  the  attack  of  a  neighbouring 
cacique,  who  was,  however,  easily  defeated,  Ojeda's  men  coni2)leted  it  speedily.  It  contained 
a  magazine  of  ])rovisions,  dealt  out  twice  u  day,  and  was  defended  by  cannon.  The 
treasure  gained  in  trade,  or  by  robbery,  was  deposited  in  a  strong  box  with  double  locks. 

iMeantinie  provisions  were  becoming  scarce,  while  the  vessel  which  had  been  despatched 
to  Jamaica  lor  su])plies  did  not  a})i)oar.  "  The  people,  worn-out  with  labours  and  priva- 
tions of  various  kinds,  and  disgusted  with  the  situation  of  the  settlement,  which  was  in  a 
poor  and  unhealthy  country,  grew  discontented  and  factious.  They  began  to  fear  that 
they  sh(juld  lose  the  means  of  de])arting,  as  their  vessels  were  in  danger  of  being  destroyed 
by  the  marine  worms.  Ojeda  leil  them  forth  rejx'atedly  upon  foraging  parties  about 
the  adjacent  country,  and  collected  some  provisions  and  booty  in  the  Indian  villages.  The 
})rovisions  he  deposited  in  the  magazine,  i)art  of  the  spoil  he  divided  among  his  followers, 
and  the  gold  he  locked  up  in  the  strong  box,  the  keys  of  which  he  took  possession  of, 
to  the  great  displeasure  of  the  supervisor  and  his  associate  Ocampo.  The  murmurs  of  the 
jieople  grew  loud  as  their  sufferings  increased.  They  insinuattKl  that  Ojeda  hatl  no  authority 
over  this  i)art  of  the  coast,  having  passed  the  boundaries  of  his  government,  and  formed 
his  settlement  in  the  country  discovered  by  Bastides.  By  the  time  Vergara  arrived  from 
Jamaica  the  factions  of  this  iK-tty  colony  had  risen  to  an  alarming  height.  Ocampo  had  a 
iwrsoual  enmity  to  the  governor,  arising  probably  from  some  feud  about  the  strong  box  ;  and 
being  a  particular  friend  of  Vergara,  he  held  a  private  conference  with  him,  and  laid  a  plan 
to  ent4"ap  tiie  doughty  Ojeda.  In  pursuance  of  this  the  latter  was  invited  on  board  the 
caravel  of  ^ergara,  to  see  the  provisions  he  had  brought  from  Jamaica;  but  no  sooner 
was  he  on  board  than  they  charged  him  with  having  transgressed  the  limits  of  his  govern- 
ment, with  having  provoked  the  hostility  of  the  Indians,  and  needlessly  sacrificed  the  lives 
of  his  followers,  and  above  all,  with  having  taken  possession  of  the  strong  box,  in  contempt 
of  the  authority  of  the  royal  supervisor,  and  with  the  intention  of  ajipropriating  to  himself 
all  the  gains  of  the  enterprise.  They  informed  him,  therefore,  of  their  intention  to  convey 
him  a  prisoner  to  Ilisiianiola,  to  answer  to  the  governor  for  his  offences."  Ojedfl,  was 
entrapped,  and  scarcely  knew  what  to  do.  lie  proposed  to  ^'^ergara  and  Ocampo  that  they 
should  return  to  Spain  with  such  of  the  men  as  were  tired  of  the  enterprise,  and  they  at 
first  agreed  with  this,  and  promised  to  leave  him  the  smallest  of  the  vessels,  and  a  third 
of  the  provisions  and  spoils.  They  even  engaged  to  build  him  a  row  boat  before  leaving, 
and  commenced  the  work ;  but  the  ship  carpenters  were  invalids,  and  there  were  no  caulkers, 
and  the  two  conspirators  soon  'hanged  their  minds,  and  resolved  to  take  him  prisoner  to 
Hispaniola.  lie  was  put  in  irons,  and  the  vessels  set  sail,  having  on  board  the  whole  of 
the  little  community,  as  well  as  that  strong  box  of  gold  and  treasure,  the  (lisputed 
possession  of  which  was  at  the  bottom  of  UKwt  of  this  trouble. 

Arrived  off  the  desired  coast,  Ojeda  made  a  bold  struggle  for  liberty.  He  was  a  strong 
man  and  a  good  swimmer,  so  one  night  he  let  iiimself  down  quietly  into  the  sea,  and  made 
an  attenij)t  to  reach   tlie   land.     But,  while   his  arms  were   free,  his  feet  were  shackled  with 
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iioavy  iron,  siiHioii'iit  in  itsoli'  almost  to  sink  him.  lie  Iiad  not  got  far  whon  ho  was  oUiged 
to  shout  for  hi'lj),  and  tlio  unfortunalo  governor  was  brought  liai-k  luilf  drowned  to  his 
unrelenting  partners.  Tlioy  delivered  him  a  jirisoncr  into  the  hands  o£  the  authorities, 
but  held  fast  to  the  strong  box,  taking  from  it,  Ojeda  afterwards  stated,  whatever  they 
thought  ))roi)er,  without  regard  to  the  royal  supervisor  or  the  royal  rights.  Ojeda  was 
tried  in  the  eity  of  San  Domingo,  where  the  chief  judge  gave  a  verdiet  against  him, 
depriving  him  of  all  his  effeets,  and  brought  him  in  debt  to  the  crown.  He  afterwards 
apjiealed  to  the  crown,  and  after  some  time  was  honourably  acquitted  by  the  Royal  Council, 
and  his  property  ordered  to  be  restored.  "Like  too  many  other  litigants,"  says  Irving, 
"he  finally  emerged  from  the  lal)yrinths  of  the  law  a  triumphant  client,  but  a  ruined  man." 
Costs  had  swallowed  his  all,  and  for  years  we  know  little  of  his  life. 

In  i  508  he  was  in  Hispaniola,  "  as  poor  in  purse,  though  as  proud  in  spirit,  as  ever." 
About  this  period  there  was  a  great  excitement  in  Spain  concerning  the  gold  mines  of 
Yeragua,  first  discovered  by  Columbus,  and  described  in  glowing  terms  by  subsequent 
voyagers.  King  Ferdinand  should  in  honour  have  given  Uartholomew,  the  brother  of 
Christopher  Ccdumbus,  the  command  of  any  expedition  sent  out  to  that  country,  but  he 
apj)ears  to  have  thought  that  the  family  had  received  reward  enough,  and  more  than  enough, 
already,  so  the  claims  of  Ojeda  were  advanced  by  his  friend  the  Bishop  Fonseca,  and  the 
king  lent  a  favouring  ear.  There  was,  however,  a  rival  candidate  in  the  field,  one  Diego  de 
Nicuesa,  an  accomplished  courtier  of  noble  birth  and  considerable  means,  and  the  king 
compromisetl  matters  b}-  granting  both  equal  "  patents  and  dignities  which  cost  nothing,  and 
might  bring  rich  returns.^'  He  divided  the  territory  they  were  to  explore  equally ;  and  this 
is  all,  for  they  were  to  furnish  their  own  ships  and  supplies.  Poor  Ojeda  had  no  means 
whatever,  but  at  this  juncture  he  fortunately  met  the  veteran  Juan  de  la  Cosa  in  Hispaniola, 
and  that  hai'dy  old  navigator  had  managed  to  fill  his  piu'se  in  the  courec  of  his  cruising. 
La  Cosa  had,  as  we  know,  sailed  with  Ojeda  long  before,  and  had  a  great  admiration  of  his 
courage  and  talents,  so  in  the  spirit  of  a  true  sailor  he  now  offered  assistance  to  his  old 
comrade,  and  it  was  arrang«l  that  he  should  go  to  Spain,  and  if  necicssary  should  fit  out  the 
required  vessels  at  his  own  expense. 

Juan  de  la  Cosa,  soon  after  reaching  Spain,  was  appointed  lieutenant,  under  Ojeda,  and  he 
thereupon  freighted  a  ship  and  two  brigantines,  in  which  he  embarked  with  about  two  hundred 
men.  "  It  was,"  says  Irving,  "  a  slender  armament,  but  the  purse  of  the  honest  voyager  was 
not  very  deep,  and  that  of  Ojeda  was  empty."  Nicuesa  was  able  to  bcart  in  much  more  gallant 
style,  with  four  largo  vessels  and  two  brigantines. 

The  rival  armaments  arrived  at  San  Doniingo  at  about  the  same  time,  Nicuesa  having 
done  a  stroke  of  business  on  the  way  by  captu'^ng  a  hundred  natives  from  one  of  the  Caribbee 
Islands.  "  This  was  deemed  justifiable  in  those  days  even  by  the  most  scrupulous  divines, 
from  the  belief  that  the  Caribs  were  anthropophagi,  or  man-eators;  fortunately  the  opinion  of 
mankind  in  this  more  enlightened  age  makes  but  little  difference  in  atrocity  between  the 
cannibal  and  the  kidnapper."  It  need  hardly  be  said  that  Ojoda  was  overjoyed  at  the  sight  of 
his  old  comrade,  although  he  was  mortified  to  note  the  superiority  of  Nicuesa's  armament  to 
his  own.  He,  however,  looking  about  him  for  the  means  of  increasing  his  strength,  was  so  far 
fortunate  that  he  succeeded  in  inducing  a  lawyer,  the  Bachelor  Martin  Fernandez  de  Enciso, 
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who  had  saved  two  thousand  castilknos  (s  )iuewhat  over  the  same  mimhi'r  of  pounds  sterling), 
to  invest  his  money  in  the  enterprise.  Ojeda  promised  to  make  him  Alcalde  Mayor,  or  Chief 
Judf^-e,  and  tiie  prospect  of  such  dignity  dazzled  the  notary.  It  was  arranged  that  the  latter 
should  remain  in  Ilispaniola  to  beat  up  recruits  and  supplies,  and  with  them  be  was  to  follow 
in  a  ship  purchased  by  himself. 

"  Two  rival  governors,"  says  Irving,  "  so  well  matched  as  Ojeda  and  Nicuesa,  and  both 
possessed  of  swelling  spirits,  jwut  up  in  small  but  active  Iwdies,  could  not  remain  long  in  a 
little  place  like  San  Domingo  without  some  collision.  The  island  of  Jamaica,  which  bad  been 
assigned  to  them  in  common,  furnished  the  lirst  ground  of  contention  ;  the  \  evince  of  Uarien 
furnished  another,  each  pretending  to  include  it  within  the  limits  of  his  jurisdiction.  Their 
disputes  ou  these  points  ran  so  high  that  the  whole  place  resounded  with  them."  Nicuesa  was 
the  I)etter  talker,  having  been  brought  up  at  court,  while  Ojeda  was  no  great  casuist.  He  was, 
however,  an  excellent  swordsman,  and  always  ready  to  tight  his  way  through  any  question  of 
right  or  dignity,  and  be  challenged  Nicuesa  to  single  combat.  Nicuesa  was  no  coward,  but 
as  a  man  of  the  world,  saw  the  folly  of  such  a  proceeding,  so  he  slyly  proposed  that  they 
should  each  deposit  live  thousand  castillanos — just  to  make  the  fight  interesting — and  to 
constitute  a  prize  for  the  winner.  This  rather  checked  poor  Ojeda,  who  had  not  a  dollar  he 
could  call  his  own  ;  but  his  cool  and  discreet  friend  Cosa  had  a  considerable  amount  of  trouble 
with  him  afterwards,  before  he  could  bring  him  to  reason.  The  character  of  Cosa,  as  we  shall 
see  hereafter,  was  a  very  noble  one.     He  was  Ojeda's  best  couuseller  and  truest  friend. 
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TiiK  Companions  avd  Foi.r.owKiis  or  Coi.i.mims   [roucliuh-d). 

Nicuesa  and  tlio  Diirn  of  .Saii  Domingo -Imliaii  CuntiMiipt  for  a  Royal  ManliVsto— Ij\  ('o.sii's  Ailvico  Disregarded— O.joda's 
Inipeluoaity  -A  Desperate  KiKlit  Seventy  Spaniards  Killed— I.a  f'osa's  L'liliiiiely  Kiid-Ojeda  found  Kxhausted  in  llio 
Woods  — A  Uival's  Noble  ('onduit-Avcn«ed  on  the  Indians— A  New  Settlement  Ojeda's  Charm  faili,— A  Desperate 
Remedy— 111  Seareli  of  I'rovisioas— Wrecked  on  Cuba— A  Toilsome  March— Kindly  Natives  -Ojeda's  Vow  Uedcemcd  - 
Dies  in  Abject  I'oveity— The  liaclielor  Kneiso  and  UallKia— SnuigKled  on  Hoard  in  a  Tub— Ixon  and  his  Search 
for  the  Fountain  of  Youth -Discovery  of  Florida— Magellan-Snubbed  at  Homo -Warmly  seconded  by  the  Spanish 
Emperor— His  resoluto  Character -Discovery  of  tho  Straits-Hia  Dcath-TIic  First  VoyaKC  round  the  World- 
Captain  Cooli's  Discovcrie.s— His  TraKieal  Death— Vancouver's  Island. 

NicUESA  remained  some  time  in  San  Domingo  after  the  sailing  of  his  rival's  Heet,  obtaining  so 
many  volunteers  that  he  had  to  purchase  another  ship  to  convey  them.  That  commander  was 
much  more  the  courtier  than  the  man  of  business,  and  expended  his  money  so  freely  that  in  the 
end  he  found  himself  seriously  involved.  Some  of  his  creditors,  knowing  that  bis  expedition  was 
not  favourably  regarded  by  the  governor,  Admiral  Don  Diego  Columbus,  threw  every  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  his  departure,  and  never  was  an  unfortunate  debtor  more  harassed  by  duns,  most 
of  whom  be  managed,  liowever,  to  satisfy  or  mollify.  His  forces,  which  now  numbered  seven 
hundred  men,  were  safely  embarked,  but  just  as  he  was  stepping  into  his  boat  he  was  arrested 
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for  a  tlel)t  of  II vt'  liuiiJred  ducats,  and  carried  before  the  Alcalde  Mayor.  "This  was  a 
tliunderstroke  to  the  unfortunato  cavalier.  In  vain  he  represented  his  utter  incapacity  to 
furnish  such  a  sum  at  the  nimnont ;  in  vain  he  represented  the  ruin  that  would  accrue  tt) 
himself,  and  the  vast  injury  to  tlie  jxiblic  service,  should  he  be  prevented  from  joining  his 
expedition.  The  Alcalde  Mayor  was  inllexible,  and  Nicuesa  was  reduced  to  despair.  At  this 
criticiil  moment  relief  came  from  a  most  unexpected  (piarter.  The  heart  of  a  public  notary  was 
melted  by  his  distress !     He  stepped  forward  in  court,  and  declared  that  rather  than  see  so 
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gallant  a  gentleman  reiluced  to  extremity,  he  himself  would  pay  down  the  money.  Nicuesa 
gazed  at  him  with  astonishment,  and  could  scarce  believe  his  senses;  but  when  he  saw  liim 
actually  pay  off  the  debt,  and  found  himself  suddenly  released  from  this  dreadful  embarrass- 
ment, he  embraced  his  deliverer  with  tears  of  gratitude,  and  hastened  with  all  spoed  to  embark, 
lest  some  other  legal  spell  should  be  laid  u[)()n  his  person.'* 

Ojeda  set  sail  from  San  Domingo  on  the  lOth  of  November,  1500,  with  three 
hundred  men,  among  the  adventurers  being  Francisco  Pizarro,  afterwards  the  renowned 
conqueror  of  Peru.  They  arrived  si)eedily  at  Carthagena,  which  harbour  Cosa  advised 
Ojeda  to  abandon,  and  commence  a  settlement  in  the  Gulf  of  Ural )a,  where  tlie  natives  were 
much  less  ferocious,  and  did  not  use  poisoneil  weapons,  as  did  tliose  of  the  former  place. 
Ojeda,  however,  was  too  high-spiritetl  to  alter  his  plans  on  account  of  any  immber  of    naked 
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saviifjor!,  iind  he  hauled  with  a  considerable  force,  and  several  friars,  who  had  been  sent  out 
to  comcrt  the  natives,  were  ordered  to  read  aloud  a  manifesto,  which  had  been  specially  written 
by  eminent  divines  and  jurists  in  Spain.  It  was  utterly  thrown  away  on  the  savages, 
wlio  immediately  made  demonstrations  of  the  most  warliixc  kind. 

Cosa  once  more  begij^ed  Ojcda  to  leave  these  unfriendly  shores,  but  in  vain,  and 
the  latter,  olferiu"^  up  a  short  prayer  to  the  Virj^in,  led  on  a  furious  charge. 
Juan  (le  ("osa  followed  in  the  bravest  manner,  although  the  assault  v/as  contrary  to  his 
advice.  The  Indians  were  soon  driven  off,  and  a  number  killed  or  taken  prisoners,  on 
whose  persons  plates  of  gold  were  found.  Flushed  by  this  easy  victory,  he  jiursued  them 
into  the  interior,  followed  as  usual  by  his  faithful,  though  unwilling  lieutenant.  Having 
penetrated  deep  into  the  forest,  they  came  to  a  stronghold  of  the  enemy,  where  they  were 
warmly  received.  Ojeda  led  his  men  on  with  the  old  Castilian  war-cry,  "  Santiago ! "  and 
in  a  few  minutes  the  Indians  took  to  flight.  "Eight  of  their  bi*avest  warriors  threw 
Ihcmsclves  into  a  cabin,  and  plied  their  bows  and  arrows  so  vigorously  that  the  Spaniards 
were  kept  at  bay.  Ojeda  cried  shame  ui)on  his  followers  to  be  daunted  by  eight  naked 
men.  Stung  by  this  reproach,  an  old  Castilian  soldier  rushed  through  a  shower  of  arrows 
and  forced  the  door  of  the  cabin,  but  received  a  shaft  through  the  heart  and  fell  dead  on 
the  threshold.  Ojeda,  furious  at  the  sight,  ordered  fire  to  be  set  to  the  combustible  edifice ; 
in  a  moment  it  was  in  a  blaze,  and  the  eight  warriors  perished  in  the  flames."  Seventy 
prisoners  were  sent  on  board  the  ships.  Ojeda,  still  against  the  strongly-exi^ressed  advice 
of  Cosa,  continued  his  pursuit,  and  he  and  his  followers  arrived  at  what  appeared  to  be 
a  deserted  village.  They  had  scattered  in  search  of  booty,  when  troops  of  savages,  who 
had  been  concealed  in  the  forest,  surrounded  them.  The  desperate  valour  and  iron  armour 
of  the  Spaniards  availed  little,  for  they  were  overwhelmed  by  numbers,  and  scattered  into 
detached  parties.  Ojeda  collected  a  few  of  his  followers,  and  made  a  desperate  resistance  from 
the  interior  of  a  palisaded  enclosure.  "  Here  he  was  closely  besieged  and  galled  by  flights 
of  arrows.  He  threw  himself  on  his  knees,  covered  himself  with  his  buckler,  and  being 
small  and  active,  managed  to  protect  himself  from  the  deadly  shower,  but  all  his  com- 
panions were  slain  by  his  side,  some  of  them  perishing  in  frightful  agonies.  At  this 
fearful  moment  the  veteran  La  Cosa,  having  heard  of  the  peril  of  nis  commander,  arrived 
with  a  few  followers  to  his  assistance.  Stationing  himself  at  the  gate  of  the  palisades,  the 
brave  Biscayan  kept  the  savages  at  bay  until  most  of  his  men  were  slain,  and  he  himself 
was  severely  wounded.  Just  then  Ojeda  sprang  forth  like  a  tiger  into  the  midst  of  the  enemy, 
dealing  his  blows  on  every  side.  La  Cosa  would  have  seconded  him,  but  was  crippled  by 
his  wounds.  He  took  refuge  with  the  remnant  of  his  men  in  an  Indian  cabin,  the  straw 
roof  of  which  he  aided  them  to  throw  off,  lest  the  enemy  should  set  it  on  fire.  Here  he 
defended  himself  until  all  his  comrades  but  one  were  destroyed.  The  subtle  poison  of  bis 
wounds  at  length  overpcjwered  him,  and  he  sank  to  the  ground.  Feeling  death  at  band, 
he  called  to  his  only  surviving  companion.  '  Brother,'  said  he,  '  since  God  hath  protected 
thee  from  harm,  sally  forth  and  fly,  and  if  thou  shouldst  see  Alonzo  de  Ojeda,  tell  him  of 
my  fate ! "  Thus  perished  one  of  the  ablest  of  the  Spanish  explorers,  and  one  of  the 
most  loyal  of  friends,  a  true  counsellor,  and  a  warm-hearted  partisan. 

Meanwhile   there  was  great  alarm  on  the  ships  at  the  non-arrival  of  the  seventy  men 
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who  bad  adveuturod  into  the  forests  on  this  mad  expedition.  Parties  were  sent  ashord 
and  round  the  coasts,  where  they  fired  signal  guns  and  sounded  trumpets,  but  in  vain.  At 
length  some  of  thciu  arrived  at  a  great  thicket  of  mangrove  trees,  amid  the  entanglements 
of  which  they  caugiit  a  glimpse  of  a  man  in  Spanish  attire.  Aj)proaehing,  tliey  found 
that  it  was  their  commander,  buckler  on  shoulder  and  swcn'd  in  hand,  but  so  weak  with 
hunger  and  fatigue  that  he  could  not  utter  a  word.  Wlien  he  was  a  little  revived  by  the 
fire  they  made  on  the  shore,  and  the  food  and  wino  they  gave  him,  he  told  the  story  of 
how  he  had  escaped  from  the  savage  bands,  how  he  had  hidden  every  day,  and  struggled 
forward  at  night  among  rocks  and  thickets  and  matted  forests  till  he  reached  the  coast. 
As  another  proof  of  the  special  protection  of  the  Virgin  he  showed  them  his  buckler  bearing 
the  marks  of  300  arrows,  while  he  had  received  no  wound  whatever. 

Just  as  this  transpired,  the  licet  of  Nicucsa  arrived,  and  Ojeda  was  much  troubled  in 
mind,  remembering  his  late  rash  challenge.  He  ordered  his  men  to  return  to  the  ships, 
and  leave  him  on  the  shore  till  his  rival  should  depart.  Some  of  the  men  went  to  Xicuesa 
and  intreateil  him  not  to  take  advantage  of  Ojeda's  misfortunes.  But  there  was  no  need 
for  this,  and  Nicuesa  blushed  with  indignation  that  they  should  think  him  a  gentleman  so 
unworthy  the  name.  He  told  them  to  bring  their  commander  to  him,  and  when  they  met 
he  received  his  late  foe  with  every  show  of  friendship.  "  It  is  not,''  said  he,  "  for  hidalgDCs, 
like  men  of  vulgar  souls,  to  remember  past  differences  when  they  behold  one  another  in 
distress.  Henceforth,  let  all  that  has  occurred  between  us  be  forgotten.  Command  mo 
as  a  brother.  Myself  and  my  men  are  at  your  orders,  to  follow  you  wherever  you  please, 
until  the  deaths  of  Juan  de  la  Cosa  and  his  comrades  are  revenged."  This  noble  offer  was 
not  one  of  words  only,  and  the  two  commanders  became  fast  friends.  Four  hundred  men, 
with  several  horses,  were  landed,  and  they  approached  the  village,  which  had  cost  them 
seventy  lives,  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  their  near  approach  being  heralded  by  the  numerous 
parrots  in  the  woods,  which  made  a  great  outcry.  The  Indians  paid  no  attention,  however, 
believing  that  the  Spaniards  had  been  exterminated,  and  they  found  their  village  in  llames 
before  they  took  the  alarm.  The  Spaniards  either  killed  them  at  their  doors  or  drove 
them  back  into  the  Hames.  The  horses,  which  they  supposed  to  be  savage  monsters,  caused 
great  alarm.  The  carnage  was  something  fearful,  for  no  quarter  was  given.  AVliile 
ranging  about  in  search  of  booty  they  found  the  body  of  La  Cosa  tied  to  a  tree,  swollen 
and  discoloured  in  a  hideous  manner  by  the  poison  of  the  Indian  arrows.  "  Tiiis  di&niid 
spectacle  had  such  an  effect  upon  tlie  common  men  that  not  one  would  remain  in  thai 
place  during  the  night."  The  spoil  in  gold  and  other  valuables  was  so  great  that  the  share 
of  Nicuesa  and  his  men  amounted  to  •■{7,:i8l  dollars. 

Ojeda  now,  somewhat  late  in  the  day,  took  the  advice  of  his  lute  I'aitliful  licutenaMt, 
and  steered  for  the  Gulf  of  Uraba,  where  he  formed  a  settlement  which  he  named  St. 
Sebastian.  The  Indians  of  the  surrounding  country  proved  unfriendly  and  hostile,  and 
at  length  their  provisions  began  to  fail.  "In  one  of  their  expeditions  they  were  surjjrised 
by  an  ambuscade  of  savages  in  a  gorge  of  the  mountains,  and  attacked  witii  such  I'uiy  auiL 
efi'ect  that  they  were  completely  routed,  and  pursued  with  yells  and  bowlings  to  the  very 
gates  of  St.  Sebastian.  Many  died  in  excruciating  agony  of  their  wounds,  and  others 
recovered  with  extreme  difficulty.      Those  who  were  well    no  longer  dared  to  venture  forth 
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in  si'areh  of  food,  for  the  wlioli'  forest  teemed  with  hirkiiiy  foes.  Tliey  dcvntired  sucli 
herbs  and  roots  as  they  could  find  witlioiit  regard  to  their  ijiiiility.  Their  bodies  became 
corrujited,  and  various  diseases,  eomljined  witli  the  ravaj^es  of  famine,  daily  thinned  their 
numbers.  The  sentinel  who  feebly  mounted  guard  at  night  was  often  found  dead  at  iiis 
post  in  the  morning.  Some  stretched  themselves  on  the  ground,  and  expired  of  mere 
famine  and  debility ;  nor  was  death  any  longer  regarded  as  an  evil,  but  rather  as  a  welcome 
relief  from  a  life  of  horror  and  desjiair."     Such  is  the  chronicler's  mournful  account.  , 


AUIIIVAL   OF   OJEDA   AND    HIS    lOLLOWEllS   AT   THE    INDIAN    VILLAGE. 


We  have  seen  that  Ojeda  felt  unbounded  confidence  in  his  charm — the  picture  of  the 
Holy  Virgin — and  he  had  so  long  escaped  unscathed  that  the  Indians  also  believed  him 
to  bear  a  charmed  life.  They  determined  one  day  to  test  the  cpiestion,  and  placed  four 
of  their  most  expert  archers  in  ambush,  with  directions  to  single  him  out,  while  a 
number  more  advanced  to  the  fort  sounding  their  conches  and  drums,  and  yelling  with 
hideous  noises.  Ojeda  sallied  forth  to  meet  them,  and  the  Indians  tied  to  the  ambuscade. 
The  archers  waitetl  till  he  was  full  in  front,  and  then  discharged  their  poisoned 
arrows.  Three  he  warded  off  by  his  buckler,  but  the  fourth  pierced  his  thigh.  Ojeda 
was  carried  l)aek  to  the  fort,  more  despondent  than  he  had  ever  yet  been,  for  his 
talisman  seemal  to  have  failed  him,  and  thrilling  pains  shot  through  his  body. 
But   he   was   not    to    be   thus    defeated.      He    caused    two    plates    of    iron    to    be    made 
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red  hot,  and  ordered  a  surgeon  to  :i]>iily  tliom  (o  each  orifice  of  his  wound.  The 
surgeon,  fearful  that  sliould  he  die  the  death  wnuld  he  laid  (o  his  door,  shuddcringly 
refu-ed,  whereuinin  Ojeda  threatened  to  liaug  luni  if  he  did  n^t  uhey,  and  hi'  was 
ohliged  to  eomj.ly.  Ojeda  refused  to  he  held  or  tietl  down,  and  endured  the  a^'ony 
without  moving  a  niusele.  This  vioUnt  nuieily  so  intlamed  his  system  that  he  had 
to  he  wrapjied  in  sheets  steeped  in  vinegar  to  allay  tlie  ^^■V(•r,  and  it  is  said  that  a 
liarrel  of  vinegar  was  consumed  in  this  way.  But  he  lived,  and  his  wounds  healed  ; 
"the  cold  poison,"  says  Las  Casas,  "was  consunied  liy  the  vivid  lire." 

At  this  time  their  provisions  were  again  heeoming  scarce,  and  the  arrival  of  a 
strange  shi]p,  commanded  hy  one  Uernardino  de  Talavera,  a  desj)erate  pirate,  was  welcomed, 
as    it    hrought   some    relief,    although    supplies    v.'ere    only    furnislu'd     for    large    prices    in 


gold. 


II'  •iatisfaction     was    exj. 


.!t    the    division    nf     the    food,   and     shortly 


afterwam..  seri(.,  actions  arose.  At  la.  .  v^jcda  volunteered  t"  go  himself  to  San  Domingo 
in  (piest  of  necessary  supplies,  to  which  his  followers  agreed,  and  he  cmharked  on 
hoard  Talavera's  ship.  They  had  scarcely  put  to  sea  when  a  serior.s  (juarrel  arose  hetweeii 
the  freehodter  and  Ojeda;  the  latter,  ajiiJarcntly,  having  acted  "H  hoard  as  though  he 
Were  commander  instead  of  passenger.  lie  was  actually  put  in  iriiUs,  where  "ho  reviled 
Talavera  and  his  gang  as  recreants,  traitors,  pii'ates,  and  offered  to  tight  the  whole  of  them 
successively,  jirovided  they  would  give  him  a  dear  deck  and  eouie  on  two  at  a  time." 
They  left  him  fuming  and  raging  in  his  ciiains  imtil  a  violent  gale  arose,  and  they 
hethoiiuht  themselves  that  Ojeda  was  a  skilful  navigator.  They  then  parleyed,  offering 
him  his  liberty  if  he  would  pilot  the  ship,  and  he  consented,  but  all  his  skill  was 
unavailing,  and  he  was  ohliged  to  run  her  on  the  southern  coast  of  Cuba — then  as 
yet  uneolonised,  exceirt  by  runaway  slaves  from  Ilayti.  Here  they  made  a  toilsome 
marcdi  through  forests  and  morasses,  crossing  mountains  and  rivers,  in  a  nearly  starved 
condition.  One  morass,  entangled  by  roots  and  creeping  vines,  and  cut  uji  by  sloughs  and 
creeks,  occujiied  them  thirty  days  to  cross,  at  the  end  of  which  time  only  thirty-live  men 
survived  out  of  seventy  that  had  left  the  ship.  At  last  they  reached  an  Indian  village. 
"The  Indians  gathered  round  and  gazed  at  them  with  wonder,  but  when  they  learnt 
their  story,  they  exhibited  a  humanity  that  wmdd  have  done  honour  to  the  most  jn-o  ■ 
fessing  Christians.  They  bore  them  to  their  dwellings,  set  meat  and  drink  before  them, 
and  vied  with  each  other  in  discharging  the  offices  of  the  kindest  humanity,  hinding 
that  a  number  of  their  companions  were  still  in  the  morass,  the  cacique  sent  a  large  jiarty 
of  Indians  with  provisions  f(U-  their  relief,  with  orders  to  bring  on  their  shoulders  such 
as  were  too  feeble  to  walk.  .  .  .  The  Spaniards  were  brought  to  die  village,  suc- 
coured, cherished,  consoled,  and  almost  worshipped  as  if  they  had  been  angels."  And 
now  Ojeda  prepared  to  carry  out  a  vow  he  had  made  (m  his  journey,  that  it  saved, 
he  would  erect  a  little  hermitage  or  oratory,  with  an  altar,  above  which  he  would 
place  the  picture  to  wdnch  he  attributed  his  wonderfid  escape.  The  cacique  listened 
with  attenti<in  to  his  explanations  regarding  the  beneficence  of  the  N'irgin,  whom  he 
represented  as  the  mother  of  the  Deity  who  reigned  above,  and  acquired  a  jirofouKd 
veneration  for  the  picture.  Long  after,  when  the  Bishop  Las  Ca.sas,  who  l;as 
recoi-ded  these  facts,  arrived  at  the  same  village,  he  found  the  chapel  jircserved  with 
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cli^iniis  care.  Utit  wlion  lio  offiTcd — wisliinjj  to  obtain  possession  of  the  relic — to 
•x('lKr.i;''o  it  for  an  itnajjc  of  the  ^'i^i^•ill,  tiie  cliiof  lUiiilc  an  evasive  reply,  and  next 
iiioriiiii^'  was  luissiiijjj,  having'  fled  with  tiie  picture  in  liis  pnssession.  It  was  ail  in 
vain  tliat  Fjiis  Casas  sent  nu'ssa^-es  after  him,  "  assurinj^  liim  that  lie  slionld  not  be 
■,le])rived  of  tiie  relie,  but,  on  tlic  contrary,  that  the  inia^'e  shonld  likewise  be  pre- 
sented to  him."  Tiie  caeiqiie  would  not  return  to  the  village  til!  he  knew  that  the 
Spaniards  had  departed. 

We  iiiid  Ojcda  next  in  Jamaica,  and  afterwards  in  San  Dominrro,  where  he  incpiircd 
earnestly  alter  the  Bachelor  Kneiso,  who  had,  it  will  be  remembered,  promised  to  aid 
liim  with  reinforcements  and  supplies.  He  was  assured  that  that  ambitious  lawyer  had 
sailed  for  the  settlement,  which  was  a  fact.  Next  we  lliid  the  san<ruine  Ojcda  cndeavouriii<^ 
to  set  on  foot  another  armament,  but  the  failure  of  his  colony  was  too  well  mider- 
stood,  and  there  were  no  more  volunteers,  either  as  ri'g'ards  jiersonal  service  or  pecuniary 
aid.  The  poor  adventurer  was  destined  never  aj^'ain  to  see  his  settlement,  the  subsequent 
history  of  which  is  a  series  of  intrigues  and  disasters.  lie  died  in  abject  jioverty  in 
San  Doming"o,  and  "so  broken  in  s])irit  that,  with  his  last  breath,  he  iiitreated  his  body 
might  be  buried  in  the  monaster}'  of  St.  Francisco,  just  at  the  porliiil,  in  humble 
expiation  of  his  jiast  pride,  thai  crerif  one  ic/io  enlrrcd  miij/il  trriul  iijion  Iiii^  (jnivi'."  Nicuesa, 
after  many  vicissitudes,  was  lost  at  sea.  The  Bachelor  Eiiciso  was  rather  snubbed  when 
he  arrived  at  Ojeda's  colony,  but  made  some  fortunate  ventures,  and  plundered  a  villajje 
on  the  banks  of  a  river  named  Daricn,  collecting  great  quantities  of  gold  ornaments, 
bracelets,  anklets,  plates,  and  what  not,  with  food  and  cotton  to  the  value  of  ten 
thousand  castillaiKjs,  or  about  ten  thousand  seven  hundred  ]iounds  sterling.  Among 
the  men  who  for  a  time  served  with  lOueiso  was  Vasco  Nufiez  de  Balbao,  afterwards 
the  discoverer  of  the  Pacilic  fr(.)m  the  Isthmus  of  Darien,  of  whom  these  pages  have 
already  furnished  some  account.  He  joined  the  expedition  of  Eiiciso  in  a  very  curious 
manner.  He  had  been  a  man  of  very  loose  and  prodigal  habits,  but  had  settled  down 
on  a  farm  in  lIisi)aniola,  where  he  soon  be<'ame  hoiwlessly  involved  in  debt.  The 
proposed  armament  gave  him  the  ojiportiinity  he  sought  of  running  away  from  his 
creditors.  He  concealed  himself  in  a  cask,  which  was  taken  on  board  the  vessel  as 
though  containing  provisions.  "When  the  vessel  was  fairly  o\it  at  sea  "  Xufiez  emerged 
like  all  apparition  from  his  cask,  to  the  great  surprise  of  Eneiso,  who  had  been  totally 
iii'iioranl  of  the  stratagem.  The  Bachelor  was  indignant  at  bciiiii"  thus  outwitted,  even 
thougli  he  gained  a  recruit  by  the  deception,  and,  in  the  first  ebullition  of  his  wrath, 
gave  the  fugitive  debtor  a  ^•el•y  rough  reception,  threatening  to  put  him  on  shore  on 
the  first  uninhaliited  island  they  should  encounter.  Vasco  Nunez,  however,  succeeded 
in  pacifying  hiin,  'for  Clod,'  says  the  venerable  Las  Casas,  'reserved  him  for  greater 
things.'  "  It  was  Nunez  who  afterwards  directed  Eneiso  to  the  village  where  he  obtained 
so  mii'.'h    plunder. 

Another  remarkable  man  of  that  age  was  Juan  P(mce  de  Leon,  the  conqueror  of  Porto 
Rieo,  aiul  the  discoverer  of  Florida.  He  had  amassed  a  considerable  amount  of  wealth  in  the 
foruier  place,  and,  like  many  of  the  avtive  discoverers  of  that  energetic  age,  was  ambitious  for 
Hew   triu'iuplis.     ]}y  acci<lent  he  met   with  some   Indians  who  assured  him  "that   far  to  tlie 
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iioi'tli,  llii'iv  i'xist('(l  ji  l;ni(l  iili(»mi(liii;ji  in  yuld  anil  in  all  manner  of  il<'lij;'Iit.s  ;  liiit,  al)(i\c  all 
jiosscssin^'  a  rixcr  nl'  such  wcindcrrul  virfiu',  tliat  wIhu'Vit  hatlu'd  in  il  uonld  ho  ivstori'd  U> 
youth!  They  added  that  in  times  past,  bel'ure  the  arrival  ol'  the  y|ianiards,  a  lar^'e  party  ul' 
the  natives  ol'  (.'iiha  had  <leparted  northward  in  seareii  ut'  this  hiipjiy  land  and  this  river  ol"  life, 
;ind,  liavin<;'  never  returned,  if.  was  eoneliided  that  they  were  llourishinn'  in  renewed  youth, 
<letiiined  hy  the  pleasures  of  that  euchantinj'"  country."  Othei's  told  him  that  in  a  eertain 
isiiind  of  the  Bahamas,  called  Binuni,  there  was  a  lountain  posM'ssinj;'  the  same  nnirvellous  and 
incstinuilile  (jualities,  and  that  whoever  drank  from  it  woidd  sei:ure  perennial  youth.  Juan 
Ponce  listened  to  these  l'al)les  with  credulity,  and  aetinilly  litted  ont  three  vessels  at  his  own 
expense  to  prosecute  the  discovery,  and  ohtained  nunii'r.ms  vohiuteers  to  assist  him.  "  It  may 
soem  incredible,"  sa^'s  Irvinj;',  "at  the  present  day,  lliat  a  man  of  years  and  experience  ciadd 
yield  any  faith  to  a  story  which  resembles  the  wihl  lietion  of  an  Arabian  tale;  Imt  the  wonders 
and  novelties  breakint;'  upon  the  world  in  that  aj;'e  of  discovery  almost  realised  the  illusions  of 
fal)Ie,  and  the  ima^'inations  of  tlie  Spanish  voyajfers  had  become  so  heated  that  they  were 
I'apable  of  any  stretch  of  credulity."  A  similar  statement  was  made  by  an  eminent  man  of 
learniufjf,  Peter  ^Nfartyr,  to  Leo  X.,  then  Bishop  of  Rome.  Juan  Ponce  left  Porto  Rico  on  the 
•ivd  March,  151:^,  for  tiie  Bahama  Islands,  on  ins  search  for  the  Fountain  of  Youth,  but  all  his 
inijuiries  and  explorations  failed  in  its  discovery.  Still  he  persovercd,  and  was  rewarded  in 
diseoverin;.?  on  the  mainland  a  country  in  the  fresh  bloom  of  sprinji^,  the  trees  yay  with  blossoms 
and  aboundin<^  with  flowers.  He  took  j)ossession  of  it  in  the  name  of  the  Castiliau  sovereigns, 
and  gave  it  the  name  of  Florida,  which  it  still  retains.  He  sulisecpiently  discovered  a  group  of 
islands,  where  his  sailors,  in  the  course  of  one  night,  caught  one  hundred  and  seventy  turtles. 
He  appropriately  named  them  the  Tortugas,  or  Turtles,  the  title  they  also  still  bear.  Dis- 
heartened by  the  failure  of  his  special  mission,  he  gave  up  the  command  to  a  trusty  captain, 
luul  returned  to  Porto  Rico,  ''where  he  arrived  infinitely  poorer  in  purse  and  wrinkled  in  brow, 
Ly  thiy  cruise  after  inexhaustible  riches  and  iK'rpetnal  youth."  His  cajjtain  arrived  soon  after 
with  the  news  that  he  had  discovered  the  island  of  Bimini,  and  that  it  abounded  in  crystal 
springs  and  limpid  streams,  which  kept  the  island  ever  fresh  and  verdant  ;  "but  none  that  could 
restore  to  an  old  man  the  vernal  greenness  of  his  youth."  As  late  as  15;J1  we  find  old  Juan 
Ponce  engaged  in  a  new  expedition  to  Florida,  where,  in  an  encounter  with  the  Indians,  he  was 
fatally  wounded  by  an  arrow.  lie  retired  to  Cuba,  where  he  died  shortly  afterwards.  The 
Spaniards  said  of  him  that  he  was  a  lion  by  name,  and  still  more  by  nature. 

The  name  of  Magellan,  or  !Magalhaens,  is  more  familiar  to  the  general  reader  than  some  of 
those  which  have  preceded  it  in  this  chapter.  He  was  a  Portuguese  of  noble  birth,  and  had 
served  honourably  in  India.  ^Vhen  he  made  the  oiler  of  his  services  to  his  own  sovereign, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  undertaking  he  proposed — viz.,  to  determine  the  (piestion  whetlu  r 
the  shores  of  South  America  were  washed  by  an  open  sea — had  been  mooted  before.  To  him 
however,  belongs  the  credit  of  having  brought  that  question  to  an  issue.  His  own  king  would 
have  nought  to  do  with  his  ])roject,  and  dismissetl  him  with  a  frown.  Magellan,  accompanied 
hy  Ruy  Falero,  an  astrologer  (the  astrologers  were  in  ])art  the  astronomers  of  those  days),  who 
was  associated  with  him  in  the  enterprise,  next  made  his  pro])osals  to  the  Sjianisli  Emperor, 
Charles  ^'.,  by  whom  he  was  received  with  attention  and  resju'ct  Articles  of  agreement  were 
<li"awn  up,  to  this  elfect :  the  navigator  agreed  to  rca-h  the  Moluccas  i^i^  #<//7<//y  /o //if  «v.v/ ; 
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tlicy  woiv  to  I'liji'v  I'll  tell  Vfur.s  the  (>xcIiisivo  ri<;-lit  tu  tlio  track  (!),  ami  to  i\'coivc  tlu'  twoi.tictli 
pail  nf  iill  jirolit<  ueci'uiiijf  I'loui  tlicir  ilisuovcrios,  with  »>iik' special  privilc^^'cs  in  ri'j>'anl  to  the 
Micrchaiuliise  of  tlip  litst  voyaj;v.  Moreover,  the  Kiiiivror  a;;Tceil  to  rnriiish  live  vesdels,  anil 
vicinal  them  for  two  yearn — un  nnnsual  act  of  liherality  iii  those  days,  when  the  nionurcliH 
usn'-"v  contented  liicniselves  with  conferring'  patents,  privilej^cs,  and  titles  n\erL'ly,  which  cost 
IJK'ni  nothing',  and  yet  weie  often  the  means  of  sid)s<'(|nently  enri<diin;^  them.  The  saiHii;;  of 
ihe  expedition  \va.s  retarded  hy  the  maeliinations  of  tiie  i'ortnj^'ues.-  kin;;-,  wiic  now  profesbcd  a, 
willingness  to  eini)lciy  Mayellan,  and,  failing  in  this,  is  said  to  have  spread  reports  that  "the 
l\.in<^  of  Spain  wuuid  lose  his  expenses,  for  Fernando  MaL^'ellan  was  a  ehatteriny  fellow,  and 
little  reliance  could  lie  placed  in  him,  and  that  he  would  never  execute  that  which  he  promised." 
Mut  at  last,  on  the  :Mth  Septemher,  1.')!'.',  the  s(pia<lron  n'ot  under  weiy:h. 

In  the  month  of  Deecnilirr  following  Ma^vilau  audiori'd  in  a  p^rt  on  tiie  coast  of  Brazil, 
which  he  named  Santa  Lucia.  The  natives  appeared  a  conliding  and  credulous  race,  and  realily 
bartered  provisions  for  tlie  merest  trillos ;  "half  a  dozen  fowls  were  exchanged  tor  a  king'  of 
spades"  (card).  Putting  again  to  sea,  Magellan  sailed  southward,  touching  at  various  points  till 
he  came  to  anchor  in  a  harl^our  wdiich  ho  named  San  Julian,  ami  where  ho  made  a  shi}'  of  live 
months.  Here  discontent,  and  at  length  oiien  mutiny,  lindvc  out,  the  ringleaders  hcing  certain 
Spanish  oflieers  who  felt  mortified  at  serving  under  a  Portuguese  commander.  Magellan  was 
not  a  man  to  stand  any  nonsense,  and  was  utterly  un.scrupulous.  He  despatched  a  person  with 
a  letter  to  one  of  tli(.'  captains,  with  orders  to  stab  him  whilst  he  was  engaged  in  reading  it. 
This  commission  being  rigorously  executed,  and  followe<l  up  by  other  stringent  measures,  his 
aulhority  was  re-established  through  the  mufinoers'  knowledge  and  fear  of  his  determined 
cliaracter. 

In  Oetober  of  the  next  year,  after  various  minor  discoveries,  he  arrived  at  the  entrance  of 
the  great  strait  whidi  now  bears  his  name.  After  careful  examination  of  the  oji-'ning,  a 
council  was  held,  at  which  the  pilot,  Estevan  Gomez,  voted  for  returning  to  relit,  wdiile  the 
more  enterprising  wished  to  comjdete  their  discovery.  Magellan  listened  patiently  and  silently-, 
and  then  linnly  diclared  that  were  he  reduced  to  cat  the  hides  on  the  yards — which  were,  in 
fact,  the  sails — he  wcpuld  keep  his  faith  with  the  I'lmperor.  It  was  forbidden  to  .speak  of  home 
or  scarcity  of  provisions  on  pain  of  death! 

Two  vessels  were  sent  to  reconnoitre  in  advance,  and  these  were  driven  violently  by  a  gale 
into  the  straits,  where  the  two  coasts  more  than  once  seemeil  to  join,  and  the  mariners  thought 
all  was  lost,  when  a  narrow  channel  would  disclose  itself,  into  which  they  would  gladly 
enter.  They  returned,  and  made  their  report  to  ^Magellan,  who  ordered  the  whole  s(pu»dron  to 
advance.  On  reaching  the  open  expanse  of  water  into  which  the  second  gut  opens,  an  inlet  to 
the  south-east  was  observed,  and  Estevan  Gomez  was  sent  in  charge  of  one  of  two  vessels  to 
explore  it.  He  took  the  oi)portunity  to  incite  a  mutiny,  threw  the  captain  into  chains,  and 
steered  back  for  Spain.  When  the  western  or  Pacific  end  of  the  straits  was  reached,*  and  they 
saw  a  grand  open  ocean  beyond,  they  nam  ■d  the  headland  at  the  entrance,  II  Capo  Descado — • 

•  Tlio  .Stviiit.s  of  Mii^'illun  iirc  nearly  300  inilos  in  lon.,'tli,  and  vary  in  Ijmidth  fi-om  ono  .inJ  a  half  to  thirty- 
three  mill's.  The  ruLky  rlilf.s  and  niimnt'iins  which  bound  it  are  in  some  plaios  3,000  to  4,000  feet  in  hciglit.  The 
ims-saRc  lia.s  only  hern  u.sij  rxtcnsivcly  .since  the  .•^toaiUHhip  era.  Now  it  is  a  common  highway  for  steamships  und 
some  siiiling  vessels,  the  latter  lauig  often  towed  through  liy  steam  lugs. 
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the  "  Lonycd-l'iir  Capo" — uiul  spent  some  ilnys  in  orectinj^  ytiinJarils  iii  conspicinMisj  pIucoH,  and 
in  rrjoiciiiy  user  tlioir  di.'icuvery.  On  tliu  :iHtli  November,  iJiti,  tlio  sniiill  Mpiailron  rcaclii'd 
thcj  (ipc'ii  sea,  and  touk  u  northerly  onirHo  towards  tlio  oipiator,  in  order  to  reach  a  niildor 
chiuate,  the  sailors  iiavin;;  snllVred  much  in  and  about  the  straits. 

Maj^ellun,  henifh-s  niinor  discoveries,  id  fuirly  credited  with  that  of  tlie  IMiihppino 
Ishmds,  w  lifi'c  he  ^\as  treated  in 
a  most  friendly  manner.  At  Zehii 
he  noted  alter  th(>  manner  of  hi? 
time;  fur,  liniliM;^'  the  people  suh- 
missive  and  respectful,  he  exacted 
a  Irihnte,  which  seems  to  have  heeu 
\villin<^ly  paid.  One  kiny,  or  chief, 
alone  nd'used,  whieli  so  incensed  / 
Mayelhin  that  he  resolved  to  punish  / 
him.  lie  accordingly  landed  with  / 
forty-nine  of  his  foUowei-s,  clothed 
in  mail,  and  he^^an  an  attack  on 
l,."jlMI  Indians.  The  hattle  rayed 
some  hoiu's.  111'  at  last  numhern 
l)revailed,  and  only  .some  seven  or 
eiyht  Spaniards  reiuainel  wit) 
Mayollan,  the  rest  beiny  either 
already  killed  or  utterly  routed. 
He  himself  was  wounded  in  the 
limbs  by  a  poisoned  arrow,  and  his 
sword-arm  bein'^'  di.sabied  he  muld 
no  long'er  defend  himself,  and  .so 
fell  a  martyr  to  overweening  am- 
bition and  jjreed.  Ti\e  voyajje 
home  was  completed,  and  those  of 

his  men  who  remained  h:v,l  achieved  the  proud  distinction  t)f  haviui;-  been  tin  lirst  circum- 
navigators of  the  globe. 


rruDiSAXii    UK    maokilan. 


Before  leaving  the  subject  of  remarkable  voyages,  a  few  suppleiucntar}-  remarks  are 
necessary.  The  great  epoch  just  mentioned  was  followed  by  great  commercial  activity, 
owing  to  the  important  discoveries  of  new  lands  Ttuide,  and,  of  course,  the  map  of  the 
world  was  by  degrees  tilled  in  with  details  which  earlier  exjjlorers  had  overlooked.  In  some 
previous  chapters,  notably  those  referring  to  the  history  of  shippini^'  and  shipping  interests, 
many  of  the  more  important  voyages  following  those  just  described  have  been  sufficiently 
noticed.  In  effect,  the  many  subjects  treated  in  connection  with  The  Ska  naturally  inter- 
twine, and  the  same  voyages  are  in  the  course  of  this  work  occasitmally  mentioned  more 
than  once,  though  in  different  ways,  and  for  different  reasons. 

No  explorer's  name,  after  those  recently  considered,  shines  with  mure  effulgency  thau 
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tliat  of  tlu>  cflfbratod  C:i|itiiii:  Cook,  iilri-atly  im-niioiu'il  in  Iwn  st'iianitc  cuiincitiiiiiH.  Htirii 
ill  1?:2S,  till'  son  oC  an  a^riinltiiml  lalMiuivr  and  Tarni  IxiililY,  In-  early  hIio\vi-i1  an  irri'sistililc 
inclination  for  tlic  isca,  and  cunld  not  Ijc  chained  down  to  llic  lialionlaHlici'H  counter,  t'oi' 
which  IiIh  father  had  dcKtined  liitn.  Ilu  coniinencfd  his  Hcaraiino^  lii'u  um  an  a|>|irentit'u  on 
a  collier,  hut  noon  rose  to  he  inato.  lie  next  untei-cd  the  royal  navy,  where,  lium  ahlu 
Koainan,  his  proniolion  was  rapid.  Nome  charts  and  ohservalioiis  drawn  iip  hy  him  whilu 
marine  surveyor  of  the  ootistH  of  Nowi'onndland  and  Lahrador  hrou^'ht  him  mncli  notice 
fidiii  scieiitilic  ((iiarterH,  and  the  Royal  Society  oH'ored  him  tho  cummand  <ir  an  exiM'dition 
to  the  I'acitie,  to  iiiaUe  an  observation  of  tho  trunsit  of  Voiuis.  This  wan  the  lirst  of  his 
three  {^ri'at  voya;;es,  diirinjj  which  he  re-iliscovered  New  Zealanil,"  i>ractieally  took  jiosses- 
sion  (>r  Australia,  proved  that  New  (iiiinca  was  a  separate  island,  niadi'  discoveries  in 
the  Anlaretic,  discovered  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  made  the  northern  explorations  also 
mcntioMod  previously.  ]Io  met  hiu  death  on  the  island  of  Hawaii  (Sandwich  Islands),  iu  the 
tra^i'ical  nuinner  known  almost  to  every  sehoolhoy. 

It  would  ai)poar  that,  previous  to  the  liital  day,  there  liiul  been  some  little  truid)Ie 
with  the  natives.  One  day,  the  ofiicer  who  had  commanded  a  waterin^'-party  returned  to 
the  ship,  statiiifc  that  some  chief  had  driven  away  the  natives  employed  in  rolling"  tho 
i-asks  to  tho  beach,  work  which  had  been  f^'ladly  pcri'ormed  herore  for  trillinjf  payments. 
A  marine,  with  side-arms  only,  was  sent  back  with  him,  when  it  was  iiotieed  that  tho 
isl.mders  were  anniiij>'  with  stijues,  and  two  others  with  loaded  muskets  were  sent  off  to 
the  watering  party's  assistance,  which  for  tho  moment  (piieted  the  matter.  Cajitain  Cook 
o'avo  orders  that,  if  the  natives  should  venture  to  attack  his  men,  they  should  iu  tho 
future  lire  on  them  with  balls,  instead  of  small  shot,  as  hitherto.  And  not  long  after  u 
volley  jiroeeeding  from  the  hiscuveri/,  tired  after  a  retreating  canoe,  announced  that 
his  orders  were  being  carried  into  execution.  Ignorant  that  some  stolen  goods  were  there- 
upon returned,  (,'ook  hiniself,  with  an  olllcer  and  a  marine,  chased  these  natives  on  shore, 
but  fruitlessly.  Meantime,  the  oliicer  who  had  recovered  the  stolen  goods,  thinking  that 
lie  might  retaliate,  took  possession  of  a  canoe  on  the  beach,  which  act  the  owner  naturally 
resented,  and  a  scullle  ensued,  during  which  he  was  knocked  down  by  a  blow  from  an  oar. 
The  natives  n-turned  the  attack  with  a  shower  of  stones,  and  would  have  destroyed 
tlie  pinnace  but  for  the  interference  of  the  very  man  who  had  just  been  knocked  on  tho 
head,  who  was,  however,  still  friendly  inclined  towards  the  English. 

Captain  Cook  was  naturally  annoye<l  at  and  perjilexed  by  these  occurrences.  In  the 
course  of  the  next  night  a  boat  was  stolen  from  the  /J/.icnrcn/,  and  Cook  at  once  ordered 
a  body  of  marines  ashore,  going  with  them  himself,  and  taking  a  double-barrelled  gun, 
one  barrel  loaded  with  small  shot,  and  the  other  with  a  bullet.  The  other  boats  were 
ordered  out  to  i»revent  any  canoe  from  leaving  the  bay  until  the  matter  was  settled.  Arrived 
ashore,  he  marched  up  to  the  old  king,  who  to  every  appearance  had  had  no  hand  in  the 
thelt,  nor  had  connived  at  it,  I'm-  he  promised  to  go  on  board  with  the  captain,  tho  latter 
intending  to  keep  him  as  a  hostage.  The  chief's  two  sons  were  already  in  the  pinnace, 
when  his  wife  entreated  him  with  tears  not  to  go  off  to  tho  ship.  Two  chiefs  also,  at  this 
juncture,  forcibly  laid  hold  of  the  old  man,  and  made  him  sit  down  on  the  beach.     Cook 

•  First  discovered  by  Tusniim  in  1G12. 
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law  from  tlio  ^oiierul  nrtpcot  of  nfTaii-H,  ainl  the  };at1ii>riii^r  tlioiixaiiiU  un  tlii>  )u<a*'li,  that  lit> 
must  jfivo  ii|>  Ills  idea,  and  luncrcdcd  slowly   fo  tlio  pjai'i)  of  i-mliarkiition. 

It  a|)|icarH  tliat,  wliiK'  tliix  wax  i;i>iii<;  on,  komic  id'  tlio  iiicii  on  the  Ixiats  Mtatioiu'il 
iii'uimtl  till'  hay  had  liri'<l  oil  sotno  cscapiii^f  catiiitH,  and  worHi-,  had  Ivilh-d  a  diior.  Tho 
uowg  nrrivt'd  atihi)rf  jititt  lu  Conk  wan  Icaviii;;',  ami  tin'  natives  iiniuodiatrly  hi'^^an  to  |iiit 
on  thi'ir  war-natn,  and  nrin  thoniMolvcM.  Ont.'  of  thoin,  rarryin^  an  iron  thig^ci-,  whifh  In* 
brandislu'd  wiMly,  thrcatcni'd  Cook  with  a  hirjfo  stum',  and  tho  captain  nt  last  ciMild  Hiand 
his  iiiHoli'iiic  no  lnnj;i«i',  and  ;,'avi!  him  n.  volley  of  small  shut.  Tiiis  a^c"''*'*''  the  native's 
thick  war-mat  was  ahout  as  cITcctivi'  as  shouting  jtcas  a^niinst  a  rhimxiTos.  Next  camo  a 
volley  of  HtoncH  in  futurn,  while  un  altemjit  was  made  to  stal>  a  marine  ollieer,  who  returned 
ft  heavy  hlow  from  tho  hutt-end  of  his  musket.  A  native  crawled  hehiml  a  canoe,  ami  then 
aimed  a  spour  nt  Cook,  who  himju  ^;;ave  iheni  the  contents  of  liis  other  harrel,  killin;^  one  of 
the  assailants.  In  ([uick  sureession,  volleys  of  stones  ^•  ere  answered  hy  a  vnlhy  of  musketry; 
four  marines  Itll,  and  were  speedily  despatcheil.  C'lok  now  stood  hy  the  water's  ed;{e, 
Hio;nalling  tho  men  to  stop  (irin^if  ;".d  <jet  on  bonnl ;  hut  in  the  Kcutlle  nnd  confusion  his 
orders  were  not  understood.  A  lieutenant  commanding;  one  of  the  hiuits  Idiindered,  or  worse, 
to  the  extent  of  takin;;'  his  boat  further  oft',  so  tiat  the  piekinyr  uj)  of  tho  woundetl  marines 
was  thrown  entirely  on  the  pinnace,  ivliich  h.  i  been  }■■  iijfht  ;n  as  near  the  shore  as  the 
master  was  able  to  come.  I'oor  Cook  was  left  alone  on  .  rock,  where  he  was  seen  tryiiiy  to 
shield  his  heiul  from  the  shower  of  stones  with  tlu  iiie  hand,  while  he  still  j^rasped  his 
musket  in  the  other.  So  soon  as  his  baM.  '"as  turned,  th  Matives  attackeil  him,  one 
chibbinj,''  him  down,  and  another  stabbinic  '\im  n  the  neck.  A^aiii  he  dropped  in  the 
water  kni-e-deep,  lookinj»'  earnestly  out  for  help  from  tho  pinnace,  not  n.'  re  than  a  few 
yards  olV.  I'ut  the  end  was  near.  The  savajjes  <j;ot  him  under  in  deeper  water.  In  his 
death-strui^^le  ho  broke  from  them,  and  clung  lo  the  rock,  in  a  second  there  was  another 
blow,  and  the  end  had  come.  His  body  was  dra{j<ifcd  ashor.  and  mutilated.  After  tho 
fall  of  their  commander,  the  survivors  of  thi'  men  escaped  under  cover  of  a  lire  kejit  u[) 
from  the  boats.  Hut  for  Cook  himself,  one  oi'  the  most  humane  of  commanders,  nothing 
seems  to  have  been  attemi)tcd  in  the  hurry  and  exeitoment  of  the  scullle. 

Cook's  body — or  as  much  as  remained  of  it — was  subsctjuently  recovered,  and 
committed  to  the  deep,  the  guns  booming  solemnly  over  the  watery  grave  of  one  of 
England's  greatest  explorers.  While  the  rites  wen!  being  performed,  absolute  unbroken 
silence  was  enjoined  upon  the  n:  'ives  ashore  and  alloat,  nor  was  the  water  disturbed  by 
the  dip  of  a  single  paddle.  Thus  perished,  at  tho  early  ago  of  lifty-onc,  in  a  miseral;Io 
scullle  with  semi-savages,  Ciiptain  James  Cook,  a  navigator  who^e  fame  was  and  still 
remains  world-wide. 

Our  space  will  o,;|y  permit  us  to  refer,  briefly,  to  one  other  notable  voyage,  namely, 
that  of  Vancouver,  whose  first  experiences  were  gained  with  Cook.  The  fame  of  this 
explorer  resi.^  very  much  upon  his  circumnavigation,  towards  the  end  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  of  the  island  which  now  bears  his  name.  The  actual  discovery  of  the  entrance  to 
to  the  strait-;  between  the  island  and  mainland  dates  from  the  time  of  De  Tnca  ;  while  Van- 
couver himself,  in  tho  following  i)assage,  admits  a  ]M'ior  claim  to  its  partial  investigation.  He 
says — "  At  four  o'clock  a  sail  was  discovered  to  the  westward  standing  in  shore.     This  was 
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a  very  -rcat  novelty,  not  having:  seen  any  vessel  but  .,ur  eonsort  d.irin.n  tl,o  l.,st  ei-ht 
months.  She  s.x.n  hoiste.l  Amei-i.^an  e-, lours,  and  tired  a  gun  to  leeward.  "  At  six 'we  .poke 
her.  She  proved  to  he  the  ship  0,/n>,/.M,  eommanded  l.v  Mv.  Uohert  (Jrav,  helon.-in.- 
to  Hoston,  from  which  port  she  had  been  absent  nineteen  months.  Having.  litVle  d-.u!;!  of 
his  being  the  same  person  who  had  formerly  commanded  the  sloop  W../n„.;/o,  I  (ksired 
he  wonl.l  brnig  to,  and  sent  Mr.  Puget  and  Mr.  .Alenzies  on  board  to  aequ'ire  sueh  infor- 
mation as  might  be  serviceable  in  our  future  operations." 

On  tiie  return  of  the  boat,  \ancouver  found  that  his  conjectures  had  not  been  un- 
grounded,  and  that  Mr.  Gray  was  the  same  gentleman  who  had  commanded  the  sloop  ir..s/n.,/.„ 
at  the  tune  she  had  made  a  voyage  behind  the  island.  It  was  a  little  remarkable  that 
on  h,s  approa.'h  to  the  entrance  of  this  inland  sea  or  strait,  he  should  fall  in  with  the 
Identical  jx^rson  who,  it  had  been  stated,  had  sailed  through  it.  Mr.  Gray  assured  the 
officeis  however,  that  he  had  penetrated  only  fifty  miles  into  the  straits  in  question  in 
an  hbl  direction;  that  he  found  the  passage  five  leagues  wide;  and  that  he  underwood 
from  the  natives  that  the  opening  extended  a  considerable  distance  to  the  northward 
He  then  returned  to  the  ocean  the  same  way  he  had  entered  it."  This  inlet  he  suppos.-d 
to  be  the  same  De  Fuea  had  discovered.  The  fact,  however,  remains  that  \'ancouver  most 
thoroughly  explored  the  coasts  of  the  islan.l,  and  the  inlets  and  shores  of  P„got  Sound 
^^ash,ngton  Territory,  and  British  Goluinlu-a-countries  which  are  slowly  but  surely  takino' 
their  projier  place  in  the  world's  estimation.  " 
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